




MEMORIALS OjP 'AFFGHAN^feT.AN 


BEING 


STATE PAPERS, OFFICIAL DOC^MENTS^ DISPATCHES^ 
AUTHENTIC NARRATIVES, ETC. 


II.LU8TRAT1V1 


»HK 


BRITISH EXPEDITION TO, AND OCCUPATION OF, 

afrglbant0tan aiiK SchiRr, 

BETWEeH the years 1838 and 1842. 

BY J. H. STOCQUELER, 

Eflitor of the Calcutta “ Englishman,'* author of** Fifteen Months Pilgrimage through Persia, 
Russia, Germany, etc." Editor of the ** Wellington Manv al,” etc. etc. 


Hotspur, Who leads his power ? 

Under whose government come they along I 
Mess. Ills letters, bear his mind : 

Not I, my lord — Sh a kbps are. 

Who so shall telle a talc after a man, 

He must reherse, as neighe as ever he can, 

Evcrich word, if it be in his charge, 

All speke he never so rudely and so large ; 

Or elles he moste tcllen his talc untrewe, 

Or feinin thinges, a finden wordcs ncwc. — Chaucer. 


CALCurrA : 

MESSRS. OSTELL AND LEPAGE. 


M.DCCC.XLIII, 



BISHOP’S COLLEGE PRESS. 





Allen, JV. J. Esq. B. C. S., 

Armstrong, Captain G. C/, Chtabeuta. 

Bird, The Hon'ble W. W., Deputy Governor. 

Bird, W. W. Esq. Junior, Private Secretary. 

Blackall, Lieut.-Col. R., 50th B. N. I. 

Brooke, Lieut.-Col. O^rge, Bengal Artillery. 

!^rown, Major Lewisf^^ Bdmhay Light Infantry. 

Belli, W. H., Esq. B. C. S. 

Barwell,^. (X, Esq. B. C. S. 

Bannerman, R. A., £sq. Madras C. S. 

Buckle, Captain £., Bengal Artillery. 

Briggs, Captain S. C., Brigade Major ^ Nizam*s Army. 

Bedwell, Dr. £. G., both Madras N. I. 

Brlnd, Captain F., Bengal Artdlextf^ 

Brooke, Captain G. P., 68th Regt. B. N. 1. 

Battersby, A., £sq. Damoodhia. ^ 

Boileau, H. £sq. Calcutta. 

Burrow, J. Bsq. Ditto. 

Bogle, Captain Archibald, Commissioner, Arracan. 

Blair, Brigadier James, Nizam’s Army. 

Book Club, 24th Regt. B. N. I. per Capt. G. W. Hamilton. 

, 28th „ B. N. I. „ Capt. Ralph Smith. 

, 9th „ B. N. L „ Capt. W. Beckett. 

, 65th „ B. N. I. „ Lieut. F. J. Nelson. . 

J , 31st „ B. N. I. „ Lieut. W. P. Hampton. 

, 71st „ B. N. I. „ Lieut. Henry Dinning. 

68th „ B. N. I. „ Capt. G. P. Brooke. 

,27th „ Madras N.l. „ Lieut. A. Hewlett. 

, 5lBt „ B. N. I. „ Lieut. John Turner. 

,'H. M's. 62nd Capt. G. H. Clarke. 



LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS. 


Boo^ Club, 23rd Regt. 

ll. Nil. per Lieut. James Fagan. 

, 67th 

>» 

B. N.i r. „ 

Lieut. Fredk. Rainsford. 

» f 

V , 1st 

U 

B. N.4. „ 

Lieui. G. P. Goad. 

; — , 68th 

it 

B. N. I. „ 

Capt. C*.J. H. Perreau. 

, 11th 


B. N.*I. „ 

Dr. Wm. McLeay Rose. 

— J 22nd 

II 

B. N. I. „ 

Dr. G. G. SpU^buiy. 

, 49th 

99 

B. N. I. •„ 

Ensign W. E. Sandys, 

46th 

99 

B.N. 1. „ 

^ Capt. J. M. Drake. 

57th 

„* ""b. N. 1. 


, 17th 

*9 

B. N. I. 



1 H* M.*s 13th Light Infantry per Capt. P. R.* Jennings. 

Purneah, per G. L. Martin, Esq. 

Bishop, Ensign W. D., 30th Regt. B. ^ I. 

Cartwright, Major General Edmund, (2 co} ies.J 

Campbell, Lieut.>Col. A., Commanding f>tli Queen's Royal Lancera. 
Cadell, W. M., Esq. Madras C, S, (2 copies. J 

Caiver, Lieut. H. J. W., 66th B. N. I. 

Carter, Lieut. W. J., 16th B. N. 1. 

Crawford, A., Esq. Bongong. 

Campbell, R. J. R., Esq. 

Campbell, Ensign J. R., 43rd M. N. 1. 

Coventry, Lieut.-Col. Charles, 32nd B. N. 1. 

Cooke, L. A., Esq. Tirhoot. 

Campbell, J. W. H., Esq. B. C. S. 

Co Afoot, Dr. James, 49 th Regt. M. N. 1. 

Cock, Major General, Bengal Army. 

Caddell, Captain Walter, Nizam's Army. 

Durand, Captain H. M., Private Secretary to the Governor General. 
(2 copies.) 

Douglas, Migor J. F., 49th B. N. I. 

Dunbar, Dr. W., 5th Irregulaf Cavalry, {Bhopawar.) 

Dubois de Saran, Monsieur F., Chandemagore. 

Devereux, Lieut. W. P., 37th M. N. I. 

Dawson, Ensign John, 1st B. N. 1. 



LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS. 


Dunlop, Ensign John, 12th B.}n. !• 

D’Oyly, Ensign Charles W., 5^th B. N. I. 

Dodd,* — Esq. Calcutta, 

Dewar, Captain A. C., 37th B. N. 1. 

Dihk, A. T., Esq. B. C. S. • 

Downing, W. P., Esq. Calcutta, 

Daubeny, Migor C. B., H. M.*s 55th Regt. 

Elliott, J. B., Esq. B. C. S. (4 copies,) 

Elliott, H. M., Esq. B. C. S. 

Eyre, Lieut. Vincent, Bengal Horse Artillery, 

Eden, Lieut. W. F., Ist ^adras N. I. 

Edmonstone, Geo. Junior, Esq. B. C. S. 

Edmonstone, Cornet F. M., 5th Irregular Cavalry, {Bhopawar,) 
Evans, Lfeut. H. L., Mahoa Bheel Corps, 

Elliott, Lieut. W. Rulsell, 8th B. N. I. 

Frith, Brigadier W. H. L., Bengal Artillery, 

Fiddes, Lieut. Col. Thomas, Bengal Army, 

Fisher, Rev. Henry, Calcutta, 

Fergusson, Lieut. J. A. D., 6th Regt, Light Cavalry, 

Faddy, Lieut. S. B., 36th B. N. 1. 

Grant, W. P., Esq. Master in Equity, 

Grant, J. W., Esq. B. C. S. 

Griffiths, H oilier. Esq. Mauritius, (2 copies,) 

Gorton, W., Esq. Simla, 

Gray, M%jor J. C. C., Commanding Ist Oude Local Infantry, 
Godby, Lieut.-Col., 36th B. N. 1. 

Gordon, Capt. J. T., 15th B. N« I. 

Gib^e, Capt. H., Bombay Artillery, 

Grindall, Lieut. R. F., 8th B. N. 1. 

Gordon, Lieut. Theodore, 65th B. N. 1. 

Gill, Lieut. Charles, 17 th M. N. I. 

Glasfurd, Captain John, Bengal Engineers, 
iGowan, Ensign Jas. Young, 18tfa B. N. I. 



LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS. 

c 

GrilBiQ, Thomas, Esq. Buxar. f 
Gordon; Evelyn M., Esq. B. C. 1^. 

Grant, Mr. W. H., CalcuUa, 

Goldney, Captain Philip, 4th B. N. I. 

Greenlaw, C. B., Esq. (Cdtetaia. ^ 

Garden, Lieat.-Col. Ctuarter-Master General of the Bengal Army. 
Garden, Dr. Alexander, Bengal Medwal Servwe. 

Grant, Dr. John, Bengg^ Medical ServUe. 

Griffiths, Lieut. H. C., 3rd B. N. 1. 

Hampton, Robert, Esq., B. C. S. 

Hodgson, B. H., Esq. B. C. S. 

Hathom, H. N., Esq. B. C. S. 

Houstoun, Robert, Esq. B. C. S. 

Hawkins, W. B.. Esq. Madras C. S. 

Hewett, K. H., Esq, Chuprah, 

Hough, Major William, Calcutta. 

Hamilton, Rev. R. K., Madras. 

Hart, Dr. Henry, H. M*s 31 st 
Hungerford, Lieut. T. J. W., Bengal ArtMery. 

Havelock, Major Henry, C. B., H. M's 13 th Light Infantry. 
Hayes, Captain Fletcher, Bundelkund Legion. 

Harington, Captain T. L., dth Light Cavalry. 

Howorth, Captain Humphrey, Nizam's Army. 

Hopkinson, Lieut. Henry, 70th B. N. I. 

Harris, Lieut. James T., I7th B. N. I., (2 copies.) 

Hannyngton, Captain J. C. 24th B. N. I. 

Hall, Lieut. John F. D’E. W., 22nd B. N. T. 

Hobbes, Mr. R. G., Meerut. 

Haines, Lieut. Edward, Bengal Engineers. 

Hunter, Captain William, 15th B. N. I. 

Harley F. Esq., Calcutta. 

Irwin, Henry, Esq. Assistant Surgeon, 30th B. N. I. 


James, Lieut. Hugh Rees, 44th B. N. I. 



LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS. 


Konson, Gtorge, Esq. A%vm§huT, 
Kqox, Thos. J.^ Eaq. 


Lowther, R., Esq., B. C. S. 

Low, Lieut. Col. J., Reiident at hfueknow, 

Littler* Major Genl. J. H., Bengal Army. * 

Luard, Lieat.'%ol. John, H. M.*b 2l8t Regiment. 
Lysaght Captain THbinas, 

Lyons, Captain £. R., 37th B. N. I. 

Lyell, Captain Henry, 43rd B. N. I. (2 copies.) 

Caughton, Captain John, Bengal Engineers. 

Lewes, Captain C. J., 50th B. N. 1. 

Leishman, R., Esq. Calcutta. 

Liptrap, Captain John, 42nd B. N. I. 

Larkiiis Lieut. Colin R., 20th B. N. I. 

Leech, Major RobSrt, Bombay Engineers. 

Loch Dr. W. J., 43rd B. N. 1. (2 copies.) 


Millett, Frederick, Esq. B. C. S. 

Martin, G. L., Esq. B. C. S. 

Mackintosh, E., Esq. Pumeah. 

McSherry, Miyor Thomas, 30th B. N. I. 

Master, Captain G. W., 4th Light Cavalry. 

Milner, Captain F. C., 36th B. N. I. 

MelvUle, Lieut. H. B., 54th Regt. N. I. 

Melvme, David, Esq. Standard HaU^ (England.) 

Metcalfe, Lieut. James, 3rd B. N. I. 

Mayne, Lieut. H. O., 4th Nissan' s Horse. 

Mayne, C. O., Esq. Stanmore^ Middlesex. 

Mayne, Lieut. William, OonemoT GeneraVs Body Guard. 
l^ayne, H. B., Esq. BrighUm^ (England) 2 copies. 

Master, Mrs., Barrow Green House^ Anted, {England. ) 
Mackenzie, Ensign F., 26th B. N. 1. 

McAndrew, Ensign G., 47th B. N 1. 

Murray, Adam, Esq. Calcutta. 

Morrell, J. G., Esq. Ditto. 



LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS. 


' c 

MeCau^land, Captain John K., 70th B. N. I. 

Martin, Captain Wm., DeptU^ Judge Advocate General, 

Moseley, Lieut Col. G. W., CoTumanding 64th B. N. J. ' (2 copies.) 
McCann, Mr. J. J., Calcutta. 

Mf^phenon, Captain A^F., 43rd<B. N. I. 

Moonahee, Mohiin Lall. 

McGrath, Captain F. N., 62nd B. N. I. 

Marahman, J. C., Esq. Serampore. 

Morrell, T. P., Esq. Cafwtta. 

Nicolls, Sir Jasper, K. C. B., Commander^in- Chief, (ft copies.) 

Norton, Sir J. D., Chief Justice, Madras. 

Norton, Lieut.-Col. H., 69th Regt. B. N. I. 

Neave, Robert, Esq. B. C. S. 

Nicoll, J., Esq., Bombay Times, (2 copies,) 

Neemuch, Station Library, per Dr. Wm. Dolland. 

Nash, Miyor Joseph, 43rd B. N. I. 

Officers of H. M.’s 84th Regt, per Capt. D. Russell 
Officers of the 36th B. N. 1., per Capt. T. F. Flemyng. 

Ouseley, Lieut Colonel J. R., Agent to the Oov. Genl. S, W. Frontier. 
Officers of H. M.’s 50th Regt, per Captain R. Waddy. 

Powney, Lieut-Col. R., Bengal ArtiUery. 

Parsons, Lieut-CoL#ames, 70th B. N. I. 

Prowett, N. H. £., Esq. B. C. S. 

Pettingal, Mayor E., Commanding 5th Irregular Cavalry, 

Pennyngton^ Lieut. R. C., 11th B. N. I. 

Phayre, Lieut A. P. 7th B. N. I. 

Paterson, J., Esq« H. C. S. Amheret, 

Powle, G. P., Esq. Cakutta. 

Public Library, Cakutta; 

Pereira, F., Esq. Calcutta, 

Pearson, Dr. J. T. Medical Charge Gov, Genre, Household,. 

Phillipson, Dr. R., Bengal Medical Servke, 

Paterson, Captain F. S., 54th B. N. I. 



LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS. 

• 

Roberts, Colonel c. b., 72nd B. N. I. 

Reid, M«, Esq. B. C* S. 

RAttray, R. H.* Esq. B. C. S. 

Ruttledge, M^jor F., BaUygunge. \ 

Roebuck, Captain J., ComeufidiR^ 8^4 Nizam's Infaatrg, 

Ramqpy,, Captain George, AsMant Resident ^agpwre, 

Richards, Lieitt. C. J., 25th B. N. I. 

Ross, Ensign JohD,^lst B. N. I. 

Rideout, Ensign Henry F., 47th B. N. I. 

Ridsdale, W., Esq. Bishop's College, 
llleed, Charles, Esq. 

Rose, R. J., Esq. 

Ramgopaul Ghose Baboo, 

Riddel], Captain Thomas, 60th B. N. I. 

Sutherland, Lieut.-Col. J., Agent Rt^pootana, 

Smith, Dr. John C., CvM Surgeon, 

Smith, Captain Thomas, Assistant Resident, Nepaul, (2 copies) 

Swatman, Captain Wm. 65th B. N. I. 

Skinner, Lieut. James, 1st Irregular Cavtdry, 

Stevens, Ensign H. B., 41st B. N. I. 

Storm, William, Esq., Calcutta, 

Swindon, Mr. T. G., Calcutta 
Strickland, R. J., Esq., Calcutta, 

Stedman, Lieut.-Col. 7th Light Cavalry. 

Sutherland, Miqor Eric, Presidency Hyderabad, 

Tombs, Major General John, Comdg, the Saugor DUnsion, 

Tayler, W. T. Esq., B. C. S. 

Tennant, Lieut.-CoL James, Bengal Artillery, 

Tl^resby, Miyor Charles, Pol, Agent Jeypore, 

Todd, Captain, E. D’Arcy, Bengal ArRUery, 

Turner, C. H., Esq. Oadstone, (England) 

Taylor, Captain Meadows, Niaam's Army, 

Tucker, Dr. H. J., 21st B. N. I, 

Todd, Lieut. James Henry, H, M's 40th Regt, 



LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS. 


Tiaiidy^ Edward, Esq. Allyghur. « 

Thomson, T. £. Esq, Calcutta. 

Tanner, Lieut. W. H. 42nd Madras N. I. 

Tucker, Lieut. T. T., 8 th Light Cavalry. 

Tcotter, Lieut. R. A., 43rd B. N.al. (2 copies.) 

Trevelyan, Capt. W. H. Political Agent in Bhopal. 

Vansittart Wm.i Esq. B. C S. 

Vigors, Major H. N., 7i. M's. 13th Light Infantry 
Vallaucey, Captain G. P., 36tli Madras N. /. (4 copies.) 

Vibart, Captain Edward, 11th Light Cavalry. 

Wade, Lieut.-Col. Sir Claude M. c. b., Resident Indore. 

Wyatt, Thomas, Esq. B. C. S. 

Wilton, Major Geo. R. 4th B. N. 1. 

Watt, Captain Alexander, 27th B. N . I. *' 

Williams, Captain Stephen, 8th B. N. 1. 

Wake, Major Wm. Henry, 44th B. N. I. 

Warden, Captain W. £., 23rd B. N. I. 

Woodhouse, Lieut. C. R., 63rd B. N. f. 

Wilson, Lieut. Wm. John, 43rd M. N. I. 

Whish, Lieut. C. W, F., 43rd M. N. L 
Wollaston, Lieut. E. O., 62nd B. N. 1. 

Wilson, James, Esq. Tirhoot (2 copies.) 

Wilkinson, E. Esq., Calcutta. 

W'alker, Lieut. Arthur de Noe, 6th M. N. 1. 

Weston, Ensign, C. S. 36th B. N. I. 

Wilson, U. Esq. Budaon. 

Ward, J. B., Esq. Balighat. 

Wheler, Captain T. Trevor, Comdt. of Malwa Contingent, 
Warren, Captain C. H., 25th Madras N. I. ^ 

Warner Capt. J. H. Dinagepore . . 


Yule, Lieut. Heni’y, Bengal Engineers. 



lntr« *.* 


Aii'ghan corps, defection of an, 

Afghanistan, evacuation of, 

Akbar Khiffs defeat 

Army of the Indus,— Its asaenibly, o 

Ditto, Maich of, down tlie 

Sutlcdgc, id 

©itto, Detached to Hydrabad 

and return, 20 

Ditto, Its disposition altered, 21 

Ditto, March to Candahar, ... 23 

Ditto, Readies Candahar, ... 24 

Ditto, Storms (Ihuzni, 28 

Ditto, March to Cabul, 43 

Ditto, Partly returns to India, .H 

Army of Ilctribution,— Its compositiin, ... 187 
Ditto, General Pollock joins, 

and takes command, 202 
Arrival of the Detachment 63 

Baba Wullee-action at 106 

Baiucc: .i, the Valley, of, ... ... 61 and 6f 

l^uneeaii the Winter, at, 72 

Bamecan— Expedition to, 60 

Beloochees, operations against the, ••• 117 
Beloochees, atfair with, and attack on 

ttuetta 98 to 104 

Bengal Cavalry— Disgraceful conduct of the 

2nd ... .;. 133 

Ditto, the 2d Regiment expunged from 

tlic Army List, ... 139 

Blind Security, 163 

Bridge of Boats across the Indus, 21 

Drigadier Monteath Report of 238 

Broadfoot, Captain— His report of the de- 
fences of Jcllalahad, 224 

Brookes, Major General, called to India, ... 144 

Bukkur— Its cession to the British, 20 

Biirnes, Sir Alexander— murdered, 172 

Ditto, (See Appendix No. XII.) 

Cabul and Ghuzni, Advance to, 249 

Cabul— the Army arrives with Shah Soojali, 45 

Ditto, invested by the Afghans, 172 

Ditto, advance upon, of the armies under * 

Geiwal's Pollock and Nott, 242 

Ditto, arrival at, of General Pollock, 267 

C^npaign, result of the, 140 

Candahar— March to, 24 

Ditto, Shah Soojah’s arrival and entry, 25 

Ditto, Halt at, 28 

Ditto, Affairs at, 190 

Ditto, Action near, 235 

Ditto, Evacuated by the British Force, . 223 

Candahar, operations at, 193 

» Captain firoadfooPs, report, 248 


Page. 
... .92 
... 278 
... 212 


Page. 

Captain Bygrave’s Release 284 

Captives, Release of the 281 

Cliarckhar— the Ghoorkas cut up at 

(and Appendix No. VI.) ... 173 

Colonel Montcath’s Testimony, 222 

Colonel Richmond's report, 260 & 27.5 

Colonel Wymer’s order, 152 

Cominandcr-in-Chief, Orders by the 9 

Cotton, Sir Willoughby— Resigns the coin- 
.mand of the Army of the Indus to Sir 

J. Keane,... 22 

Ditto, retiy^ns to India 1 39 


Demonstration at Bajgali, ... #. ... 91 

Disturbances, 145 

Division order of Sir Robert Sale, 135 

Doorance Order, conferred, 47 

Dost Maliomcd, Surrender Oh 168 

Dost Mahomed, Unsuccessful pursuit of, 129 
Dost Mahomed at Bamecan, defeat of, ... 93 
Dost Mahomed, Pursued by Cant. Outram, 43 
Ditto, Proceeds to Bokhara, ... 75 
Ditto, Surrenders to Sir W. 

Macnaghten 138 

Ditto, Release of, 300 


Klphinstone, Major General, relieves Sir W. 

Cotton, .. 139 

Ditto, Died a captive in the hand^ 

of Akbar Khan, 239 

Encroachments of the French and Russians I 
England, Major General, Marches from 

Scinde, 198 

Ditto, Repulsed at Hykulzic, ... 199 

Ditto, Success at ditto 230 

Ditto, Reaches Scinde, 297 

Envoy’s Report, the 25 and 28 

Envoy’s Staff*, 7 and 8 


Fane, Sir Henry— His General Order reduc- 
ing the force, ... 9 and 10 
Ditto, His fare well of the Army, 21 

Fort Bajgah, occupation of ... 86 

Fouladi, the Valley of, 78 


General Brooke’s complimentary order, ... 120 

General Nott’s Dispatches,— 192, 234, and 255, 

General England’s Dispatches, 231 

Ditto, ditto, Reaches Scinde, 295 

Ghirisk, Defeat of the Ghilzies by Captain 

Woodburn, at ... 153 

Ghuznee— Storming and Capture of by the 

Army of the Indus, ... 23 to 42 

Ghuznee, Attack on Destruction of 262 

Ghuznee, Casualty return, 265 



INDEX. 


« Page. 

Ghuznee — Invested by the Ghazces, .....t 173 

Ditto, Surrendered by Colonel Palmer, ... 174 
Ditto, * Occupation of, by Glajor General 

r Nott 261 

Governor General's Orders, ... 249 & 261 

Vladjei: Khan Kakur, joins Shah Soojali at 

PehjUadjee |i... 24 

Hazarehs succumb, the, ... 8.3 

Il.tzarohs, Atfair with the 82 

ll.izarchs, quarrel with the 79 

Ditto, Arrested for treason, 47 

Herat— Scige of, raised, 10 

lliVidoo Khoosh— The British on the 60 

Honors conferred on the returning Arm3fip.i»>'‘ ■*.] 

Hyder Khan— llis capture 42 

llykulzic— Retreat from 201 

Hykulzie, second uHair at, 230 

Insurrection at Cabul, 174 

Istalif, attack on, 285 

.lellalabad,— Occupation of by Sir H Sale, 188 

Ditto, Sortie from 189 

Ditto, Relieved by Sir R. Sale, 210 

Ditto, History of the Blockade,... ... 215 
.lugdulluck,— the AlTghans defeated by Sir 

R. Sale 169 

Ditto, Pass, storming of, ^ 251 

.lulga, attack on, 124 

r 

Kahun, March of Convoy to, 112 

Kamurd, the valley of, 87 

Kaniurd, Mo\em^'nt on, 89 

Kardurrali— Atfair at, 130 

Karcez Oosman Khan, General Nott at, ... 253 
Keane, Sir .lohn,— takes the command of 

the Army of the Indus at Quetta, 22 

Kharootoo- Defeat of tlie Gliilzies by Col. 

Chambers, 159 

Khawund— Defeat of tlic Ghllzies liy Capt. 

Griffin, IGO 

Kholat,— Storm and capture of, by Sir Thos. 

Willshirc 47 to 63 

Ditto, Fall of, 105 

Khclat-i-Ghilzie— Defeat of tlic Gliilzies 

at, 149 

Ditto, Successful defence of, against 

a large force of Affghans, 232 

Khiva,— Lieuts, Abbott and Shakspeare dis- 
patched thither, 56 

Kholuom, the Wallee of, 7? 

Koolooni, the Nuwaub of, 84 

Khoord Cabul — The Pass forced by Sir Robt. 

Sale 169 

Khyberries,— Invest Alee Musjid and dis- 
turb the Passes, ... 55 

Khybcr Pass, action in the 184 

Khybcr Pass, forced by Col. Wade, 44 

Ditto, ditto, Genl. Pollock, ... 203 

Kohistan, operations in, ... 121 

Kohistan— Campaign in, ... 129 to 137 

Letter to the Princes, Chiefs, and People 
in honor conferred in the returning 
army, ... ... ... 303 & 304 

Liciit. Potlinger, appointment of, 11 

Major General McCaskill's, Reports, 247 & 257 

Major Lane, dispatch of 194 

Major Skinner, Reports of 240, 259, & 274 
Major Sanders, Memorandum by, ... ... 1^2 


. • . Paee. 

McNaghten, Sir William, murder of, (see 

also Appendix No. XVI.) 177 

Mamoo Khali, Gt^.ieral Pollock at, ... 245 & 250 
Moseley, Lieut.- Col. his ordef at Kawal 
ser, 185 

Nazian Valley — Operations in, 145 

Notification of the raising the siege of 

Herat, 10 

Nuffoosk Pass, storming the, 113 

Nussecr Khan, dcfijat of, 119 

Origin of the Expedition to Afghanistan 
in 1838, < Ito 7 

Pesh Bolak— Flight from (and Appendix, ^... 137 
Pollock, Major Geni'ral, joins the large force 

plat'ed under his command 201 

Poolagee, retreat to, . . ... 115 

Prisoners, arrival of some, in 'General 

Pollock’s camp, 267 

Ditto, Release of the whole, A narrative 

from one of the captives, ... ^ ... 279 

Proclamation, Governor General’s, 278 

Proclamation, Lord Auckland's, stating 

causes of Expedition, 3 to 7 

Purwan Durrah, affair at, 132 

Pushoot, affair at ’ 57 

Pushoot, attack on, 58 and 59 

Quetta, March from, .*!. ... 23 

t. 

Reinforcement from Scinde, 198 

Report, Colonel Taylor’s, 272 

Retributive, force the, 18 

Return of the Armies to Indi.i, 288 

Revolt of the Affghans at Khoord Cabul, ... 164 

Ditto, at Cabul, 172 

Rising Hostility, iS8 

Runject Sing, Groat meeting with, at Fe- 
rozepure, 12 to 18 

Sar-i-Sung 73 

Scinde, Risings in, 97 

Scinde Affair, at Sehec in Ill 

Secbcc, Action with the Kujjak tribes, ... 143 

Shah Soojah — Moves in advance of the Ben- 
gal force down the Sutledgc, ... 19 

Ditto, Enters Candahar 24 

Ditto, Arrives at Cabul, 45 

Ditto, His false notions of security, ... 163 

Shinwarrcc Valley, operations in, 237 

Shumshoodeen, Defeat of, 254 

Sir J. Kean’s, approving order, 27 

Sir John Kean, Report of, 46 

Somnauth Gates, removed from the tomb of 

Sultan Mahomed of Ghuznee, 301 
Ditto, The insult of 800 years at last 

avenged 302 

Sootumdurra, action at, 122 

' Summary ot the results of the two first years’ 

Campaign, $ ... ]39 

Suivey Trip, 85 

Syghan, advance to, 95 

Tazee, Battle at 96 

Tezeen Valley, The Insurgents defeated by 

Sir R. Sale, 167 

Ditto, Pass, victory, 296 

Todd, Major D’Arcy, quits Herat, 144 

Ukhbar Khan— Defeated by Sir R. Sale, '... 21 1 ' 



INDEX, 


^ - Page. - Page. 

Tvade, Colonel, Forces the Khyber Pass en | Wymer, CoIonel^His dispatch from Baba 

route to Cabul, 44 | WalJec 196 

Wild, Brigadier — His order <lt Kawatser, ... 186 | Ditto, Ffom Khelat-i-Ghilzie,* ISO 
Woodbum, Capt., defeats the Ghilzies at j • 

Ghirisk, 153 Zomindwaur, operations in, 141 

Ditto, Killed, 173 Zemindwaur— Campaign in, ... 141 


IPlatee aitb IPlans. 


I’ortress of Attock to face Title. 

P 

Map of part of Upjier Scinde, shewing the lloutcs from Sukkur on the Indus, through the prJn> 


Passes into Allghanistan, 



1 

Plan of the Battle of Tazee, 

... ..« 

9G 

Ditto of the Battle fought at Jcllalabad, 

„ 

210 

Ditto of Caubul British Cantonments, 



(Appendix) 60 




l^REF AGE. 


The professional duties of the editor of this work 
imposed upon him, some four years ago, the agreeable 
• necessity of perusing the twelve volumes of the “ Wei- 
Ihigton Dispatches,” published by Colonel Gurwood. 

He found so much practical wisdom scattered through 
' •• 
their pages that he assigned to himself the task of col- 
lecting the fragments, and presenting them to the Indian 
Army in the form of a Manual. He also found, that, 
though arranged in the order of their dates, the Dis- 
patches^ did not so completely tell the date of the 
various camptugns in which the Duke of Wellington 
w^ engaged, as they would have done if they had l]een 
•strung together by a narrative of the events which led 



to the' movements and action^ described. ' He therefore 
resolved that should the occasion ever offer, he would 

present a volume of dispatches in the form which he 

« 

considered necessary to the completeness of its value 
as a work of referenee.*-' The occasion has presented 
itself in the campaigns in Affghanistan. The editor 
will be happy to find that his attempt to connect the 
Proclamations, Official Dispatches, Orders and Noti- 
fications, written. and published during the eventful 
period which these campaigns embrace— eventful, by 
reason of the campaigns — has not been altogether 

I 

abortive; but that, on the contrary, he has been able 
tp facilitate the references, and render light the in- 

I 

vestigations, of the Soldier, the Politician, and the 


Student. 



INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 


Although the stirring events recoi^d in the following pages will 
have induced almost all who have been interested in them to study the 
maps of^ffghanistan and Scinde, and look a little into the history of 
those countries, it may not be amiss to briefly recapitulate in this place 
such circumstances as may aid the general reader in rightly understand- 
ing the causes, the course, and the locale of the occurrences described. 

AfFghanistan, in Central Asia, is bounded on the north by the ^indoo 
Koosh; on the south by sandy plains which separate it from Beloochistan ; 
on the east by the Indus river ; and on the west by the deserts skirt- 
ir gtthe kingdom of Persia. It contains five great towns : Cabul, Canda- 
har, Ghuzni, IstalifF, and Jellalabad, whose united population was com- 
puted before the war at about 220,000 men, women and children, of 
whom about 90,000 were residents of Cabul, and the same number ^ 
Candahar. But there is a large population, independently of the in- 
habitants of towns ; namely, the Nomade tribes, or Ooloos, who, under 
the various denominations of Ghilzies, Dooranees, Khyberries, and £u- 
zoofzyes, live in tents or small houses of unbumt bricks in the deserts to 
the west, and in the Paropamisan and Soliman ranges of mountain, sub- 
sisting by^tbeir flocks and herds, or by rendering military service, and 
plundering caravans. In person, the male Aflfghans are tall and robust, 
though rather bony and mascular than otherwise. Their faces are long 
but handsome ; their hair and beards black or browfl. In manners they 
•are simple and unostentatious, frank, open and manly ; hardy, brave, 
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and ind\istrious ; but, as we have se^n them when the worst passiohs 
.of man are called into action, we may add, with ^r. Elphinstone, that 
tltby are revengeful, cruel, treacherous, rapacious, avaricious, envious 
* and obstinate. The AiTghan women are fair and handsome, those of the 

upper classes are kept within the purdah ; but the lower, prho perform 

•« 

the menial offices of the household, are exposed. The religion of the 
AfFghons is Mahometanism, huMhey are more tolerant, than any people 
of the same persuasion, of the religion of others. The Armenians, 
for example, live amongst them free from the persecution wliich they 
experience from the Persians and Turks. 

The commerce ot AfFghanistan has never been very extensive. The 
imports, chiefly from India, consisted of cottons, muslins, ivory, indigo, 
tin, wax, sugar and spices ; and after the first Jear of Shah Soojah’s res- 

' t 

toration, considerable quantities of European manufactured goods found 
their way into the country. In return for these, AfFghanistan exports 
horses, furs, shawls, tobacco, and fruits. * 

It is not necessary to inflict upon the reader the history of the early 
part of the monarchy of AfFghanistan ; but it may be as well, in order 
to a right understanding of the policy and proceedings of the British 
Indian Government, to give a brief account of the fall and dismemberment 
of the empire ’after the throne had passed from the possession of Shah 
So'ojah-ool-Moolk. 

The Dooranees, to which tribe Shah Soojah belonged, had been, 
between the ninth and the early part of the eighteenth century, alter- 
nately dependent and independent ; sometimes acknowledgingiallegiancc 
to Persia, sometimes to Hindoostan, and occasionally recognizing no 
superior, while holding temporary possession, fraudulently acquired, of 
Candahar. In 17(®, we find them in sovereign possession of the latter 
province. After innumerable fluctuations of fortune, through the chances ' 
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o( war, or the operations of treachery, their power centred ih Shah 

Zemaun Khan, who, An 1793, had become, by the ^leath of his father, 

* * 

the sovereign of AfFghanistan, from Peshawur in the north-east, to Herat 

in the west. This Prince’s elder brothers viewing his elevation. with 

# 

jealousy revolted on his accession, and while one of them (Humayoon) 
seized upon Candahar, another (Mahomed) assumed the sovereignty of 
Herat. These both took arms to aMert'the right of primogeniture, 

but the Shah defeated them, and in 1794 had undisputed possession 

% 

of the AfFghan crown. In the year 1800, however, his brother Ma- 
homed, who had betaken himself to Persia on his discomfiture, re- 
appeared with an army and took Candahar. Shah Zemaun advanced 
against him, but he was betrayed on his march, seized, and handed 
over to the rebels, who put out his eyes, and sent him pris.)ner to 
Cabul. Shah Soojah, then but twenty years of age, imirjediately as- 
sumed the royal titles, and after numerous actions with rebels in all 
quarters, lost his kingdom by piece-meal, and was oblige<l to take 
refuge in the Seikh territories. He subsequently made several unsuc- 
cessful efforts with armies of mercenaries, to regain it, and finally, after 
being detained by Runjeet Sing at Lahore, made his way to Loodianah, 
and claimed the protection of the British Government, which was prompt- 
ly and generously afforded liim. Shah Soojah was succeeded by his 
brother Mahmood, who chiefly owed his elevation to the arms and 
intrigues of the chief of the house of Barukzye, Futteh Khan. Mah- 
mood, out of gratitude, made Futteh Khan his vizier, and we have it on 
Bumes’ authority, that the influence which this latter personage was per- 
mitted to exercise, added to the dissolute conduct of Mahmood himself, 
caused dissatisfaction in the bosom of Prince Kamran, Mahmood ’s 
son. Mahmood’s firft object was to capture Cashmere, which he had no 
' difficulty in accotnplishing. He had previously secured the co-operation 
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of Kunjeet Sing, but upon terms to vPhich, after the Conquest, he (Mak- 
' mood) felt no inclinr.tion to adhere. This caused a breach between the 

k. 

Seikhs and the AiFghans ; the former seized Attock, then held by the 
brother, of the ex-Govemor of Cashmere, and were immediately ass^ed 
by the Affghans under Dost Mahomed Khan. ^The AiTghans were 
i;outed with great loss, and driven across the Indus ; they losing all 
the territory which they had' previously held to the east of that river. 
Mahmood continued to reign by his vizier ; he held Cashmere ; he ex- 
acted homage from the Ameers of Scinde, and drove the Persians from 
Herat, where they had assembled to demand a tribute from AfFghanlstan. 
Futteh Khan, the vizier, rewarded himself for his instrumentality in 
bringing about all these matters, by distributing all the important 
offices of state among his brothers. This, still further irritated the 
Crown Prinpe Kamran, who took an opportunity of putting out Futteh 
Khan’s eyes, and of afterwards arraigning him in open Durbar between 
Cabul and Candahar, where he was set upon and assassinated. Mah 
mood, who passed his life in debauchery, feeling himself incapable of 
governing without the aid of Futteh Khan, betook himself to Herat, 

^ I 

while his army was in the field against some rebels. This flight in- 
volved a virtual resignation of his power, for though he retained Herat 
and the title of King, he became literally a mere vassal of Persia.” He 
died in a few years, and his son Kamran succeeded him at Herat. 

On the death of Futteh Khan, the vizier, Azeem Khan, his brother, 
then Governor of Cashmere, took arms against Mahmood and advanced 
upon Cabul. The flight of the King had left the throne vacailt, which 
the Barukzye chieftain seized, and was therein supported by his brothers. 
He first resolved on recalling Shah Soojah, and placing him on the 
throne, and that unfortunate refugee, had actually proceeded a consider- 
able distance on his way from Loodianah, when some display of weak 
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Vanity on his pait, some idle attempt to enforce a severe etiquette, 
offended Azeem Khani who thereupon put Eyoob, r\ brother of Soojah- 
ool-Moo’k*s upon the throne, leaving the ex-Shah to retrace his steps. 
Shah Soojah now went to Scinde,> and accreted for a time the hpspitali- 
ty of the Arjeers. He afterwards returned to Loodianah. Meanwhile, 
the. Seiks recovered Cashmere, and some other provinces, from thp 
Affghans, and by a successful action oh the Indus, rendered Peshawur 
tributary. This last battle, in which the Affghans were led by Azeem 
Khan, so affected tbe latter chieftain, that he soon sickened and died. 
His death was the signal of feuds among his brothers. Dost Mahomed, 
Shere Dil, Poordil, Rahim Dil and others, who had been placed in offices 
of state by Futteh Khan ; they all, however, united to rob Azeem 
Khan's son of his wealth, ‘and to deprive the puppet Eyoob of his throne, 
after which Shere Dil went with half a million sterling, and ejected an in* 
dependent cuiefship at Candahar, while Dost Mahomed Khan took 
possession of Cabul. This happened in 1826. 

Dost Mahomed ruled Cabul with mildness and sagacity, and but that 
he seemed more anxious to preserve peace at home than to extend his 
power abroad, would no doubt have acquired, without much difficulty 
the entire sovereignty of Affghanistan. He was held in much respect, 
and some degree of fear by surrounding tribes, and as he never shewed 
any disposition to restrain their lawless proceedings beyond the vicinage 
of his own Khanate, so did they rarely trouble themselves to invade his 
possessions, or aid in any intrigues to dislodge him. But there was 
a chief beyond the Indus, with whom he had a feud of the most deadly 
nature ; a chief who not only held a faith offensive to true Mussulmans, 
but had stained the Affghans’ flag by routing them in war, and wresting 
from them provinces to the west of the Indus. Runjeet Sing was the 
implacable foe of Dost Mahomed^ He held Peshawur and Attock. in 



Viii INTRUDUCTORTT CIlAl'TKR. 

* i 

defiance of the repeated efforts of the AlFghaiis to 'regain them ; a».! 
Kunjeet Sing was Che ally of the British, and his quarrel, of course, 
became theirs. But natives and governments seldom want pretexts 
for withholding assistance frem each <9ther, as Dost Mahomed had in his 
time experienced, when he sought the aid of the King of ‘Bokhara and 
tlic Wullee of Kooloom. It is possible, therefore, that the British autho- 
rities would have pleaded their favorite doctrine of non-interference, 
but for an accident which induced them not only to espouse his cause, 
but at the same time to revive the chiims to the Dooranee throne, of the 
exiled Shah Soojah. Russia had sent emissaries to ('abul, with the 
view of cultivating a good understanding with Dost Mahomed Khan, 
The Governor General of India, Lord Auckland, naturally solicitous for 
the tranquillity of British India — a tianrjuil)j,ty that ran the ri^^k of Iv - 
ing disturbed in proportion as the* influence of llubsia >ver tlu' gate 
of that empire increased — endeavoured to cstablisli a couiiururulm i.« 
and to require the dissolution of the Russian connexion. f aJing / » 
this, it became expedient and necessary to replace Dost Mahomed by a 

ruler who should be favorable to the creation of a barrier against foreign 
« 

approaches to India by the North-west, and whose friendship should be 
secured by the presence of a British Army, Hence the events recorded 
in the following pages. 



MEMORPALS 


OF 

AFFGHANISTAN. 


HE jealousy with which the two most powerful states in tlie Conti- 
nent of Europe have regarded the dominion of Great llritain in liiilia, lias, 
at various times, <lurinj 5 the past half century, developed dtself in the 
form of intrif^ues, encroachments upon our nearest neighbours, or 
op«n attempts at invasion and tlie subversion of our power. The 
I^rench, under Najioleon, menaced us from Egypt, and endeavoured to 
gain a footing in India, by forming alliances with powerful native chief- 
tains, and assisting them in their quarrel with the British In^n Govern- 
ment. Russia, more crafty in her policy, slowly and silently moved h^r 
forces, and extended her territory and influence in a southerly dircctioft. 
The progress of her arms was not stayed until she had become mistress 
of Georgia, and the Northern provinces of Persia to the right bank of 
the Araxes. The sagacity and foresight of the Marquis of Wellesley,* se- 
conded by the disciplined armies and fleets under his control, battled the 
schemes of the French, who never revived the insane project of esta- 
blishing themselves dll India after their reverses in Egypt, the loss of the 
Isle of fVance, and the destruction of Tippoo Saib's power in Mysore ; 
wdiilc the remonstrances of the Home Ministry, jmd the protests of 
the public press, checked the aggressive spirit of successive Autocrats. 
For the twenty years, therefore, preceding 1837, little was heard of 
any intention, in even the most formidable quarter, to disturb the 
supreme authority maintained by the English Qver the vast expanse of 
terrftory lying between Cape Comorin and the Himalaya range. It is 
true, that speculations upon the feasibility of an invasion of India by 
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Russia \fcrc rife ; but these rather originated in the desir'e of sundry writCMB 
to establisli theories defence, than in any well- grounded apprehension 
tlM encroachments were meditated. Some professed to shdw, that the 
jnovement was impracticable ; — others demonstrated its feasibility, as fur 
as tlie o^jerthrow of natund ofistaclcs was concerned, and suggested tlic 
political arrangements and military dispositions calculatcij, to frustrate 
tJic ambitious attem})!. • 

• About the middle of the year 1837, however, the late Sir Alexander 
(then Lieutenant) Burncs, bcftig upon a commercial mission to tlie Ameer 
Dost Mahomed Khan, tlieri ite facto ruler of Cabul, and omnij)otcnt in 
Northern Affghanistan, discovered certain agents actively ci^aged in 
an endeavour to extend the influence of Russia, but avowedly only that 
of her instrument, Persia, to the banks of the Indus ; to which c.al, at 
the same time, a Persian army, likewise assisted by Russian officers and 
agents, was laying siege to Herat. Sir Alexander Burncs used his best 
eflbrts to counteract th<jfSC intrigues and operations, but, failing to do so, 
he returned to India, and apprised Lord Auckland, the then Governor 
General, *of the result of his observations, suggesting at the same time, 
the course Jf policy which appeared to him adapted to counteract the 
schemes agitating m Affghanistan. The Government was not long 
in determining upon the measures now rendered advisable, particuL‘.rlv 
as the correspondence wdiich the British Ministry had thought proper 
to ojjcn with the Russian government upon the subject of the suspicious 
agencies ayCabul and Herat, and the aggressive operations against the 
letter state, had brought matters to a pass, when a grand movement in 
Ihdia had become necessary to avert a serious rupture in Europe. 

Accordingly, about the middle of the year 1838, preparations began 
to be made for the assembly of a large force upon the left bank of the 
Sutlcdge, whose destination was understood to be Affghanistan and 
Herat, and a jireparatory mission under the late Sir W. Macnaghten, 
was dci)utcd to Maharajah Runject Singh, with the view of obtaining his 
co-operation in the purposes of the expedition. A considerable body 
of Bombay troops under the command of Sir John Keane, ya-s at the 
same time ordered to proceed from Bombay up the Indus, with the 
triple purpose of arranging with the Ameers for the free navigation of the 
river, keeping up the communication with Bombay during the campaign 
that might ensue, and forming a junction with the Bengal force ; and 
simultaneously with tliesc measures a detachment of troops, supported 
by a ship of war, was sent to occupy the island of Karrack in the 
Persian Gulf, to keep the Persians in check and interrupt their commerce. 
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The close of the rainy monsoon was the moment chosen for throwing off 
all reserve, and disclosing to the world the plans which the Government 
had beer organizing, and the manner in which it was intended to cariy 
them into operation. Policy perhaps suggested in the following procla- 
mation the suppression of all direct allusion to Russian intrigu^; iTut it 
required verj little sagacity to discover, that the references to Persian 
proceedings pointed to the party behind the scenes, who directed the 
movements of the Iranec pbppet. 

Uroclamatiom 

1 . The’ Right Hon’blc the Govr. Genl. of India having, with the 
concurrence of the Supreme Council, directed the assemblage of a 
British force for service across the Indus, His Lordship deems it proper 
to publish the following exposition of the reasons which have led to this 
important measure. 

‘2. It is a matter of notoriety that the treaties entered into by the 
British Govt, in the year 1832, with the Ameers of Sinde, the^Jawab 
of Bahawulpore, and Maharajah Runject Singh, had for their object, 
by opening the navigation of the Indus, to facilitate the extension of 
commerce, and to gain for the British Nation, in Central Asia, that 
legitimate influence which an interchange of benefits would naturally 
produce. * 

3. With a view to invite the aid of the de facto rulers of Affghanistan 
to the measures necessary for giving full effect to those Treaties, Capt. 
Burncs was deputed, towards the close of the year 183C, on a mission 
to Dost Mahomed Khan, the Chief of Cabul. The original objects 
of that officer’s mission were purely of a commercial nature. 

4. Whilst Cai)t. Burncs, however, was on his journey to Cabul, 
information was received by the Govr. Genl. that the troops of Dost 
Mahomed Khan had made a sudden and unprovoked attack on those of 
our ancient Ally, Maharajah Runjeet Singh. It was naturally to be 
apprehended that His Highness the Maharajah would not be slow 
to avcngfn this aggression ; and it was^ to be feared that the flames 
ot war being once kindled in the very regions into which we were 
endeavouring to extend our commerce, the peaceful and beneficial pur- 
poses of the British Govt, would be altogether frustrated. In order 
to avert a result so calamitous, the Govr. Genl. resolved on authorizing 
Capt. Burncs to intimate to Dost Mahomed Khan that, if he should 
evince a disposition to come to just and reasonable terms with the 
Maharajah, His Lordship would exert his good offices with His High- 
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ness for the restoration of an amicable understanding between the two 
pow<?rs. ITie Malutrajah, with the characteristic confidence which he 
has uniformly placed in the faith and friendship of the British Nation, at 
“once assented to the proposition of the Govr. Genl., to the effect that, 
in the nieantime,* hostilities on his part should be suspended. 

5. It subsequently came to the knowledge of the Govr. Genl., that a 
Persian Army was besieging Herat ; that intrigues were actively prose- 
cuted throughout Affghanistan, 'br the purpose of extending Persian 
influence and authority to the banks of, and even beyond, the Indus ; 
and that the Court of Persia had not only commenced a course of injury 
and insult to the officers of Her Majesty’s mission in the Persian terri- 
tory, but had afforded evidence of being engaged in designs wholly at 
variance with the principles and objects of its alliance with Great Britain. 

6. After much time spent by Capt. Bumes in fruitless negotiation at 
Cabul, it appeared, that Dost Mahomed Khan, chiefly in consequence of 
his reliance upon Persian encouragement and assistance, persisted, as 
respecU'd his misunderstanding with the Sikhs, .in using' the most 
unreasonable pretensions, such as the Govr. Genl. could not, consistent- 
ly with justice and his regard for the friendship of Maharajah Kunjcct 
Singh, be the channel of submitting to the consideration of His High- 
ness ; that he avowed schemes of aggrandizement and ambition, in- 
jurious to the security and peace of the frontiers of India ; and that he 
openly threatened, in furtherance of those schemes, to call in every 
foreign aid which he could command. Ultimately ho gave his undis- 
guised support to the Persian designs in Affghanistan, of the unfriendly 
and injurious character of which, as concerned the British power in 
India, he was well apprized, and by his utter disregard of the views and 
interests of the British Govt., compelled Capt. Bumes to leave Cabul 
without having effected any of the objects of his mission. 

7. It was now evident that no further interference could be exercised 
by the British Govt, to bring about a good understanding between the 
Sikh Ruler and Dost Mahomed Khan, and the hostile policy of the 
latter Chief showed too plainly that, so long as Cabul remaified under 
his Govt., we could never hope that the tranquillity of our neighbour- 
hood would be secured, or that the interests of our Indian Empire 
would be preserved inviolate. 

8. *'he Govr. Genl. deems it in this place necessary to revert to 
the siege of Herat, and the conduct of the Persian nation. The siege of - 
the city has now been carried on by the Persian Army for many months. 
The attack upon it was a most unjustifiulde and cruel aggression. 
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I)eri)etrated and continued notwithstanding the solenni and repeated 
remonstrances of the* British Envoy at the Court* of Persia, and after 
every ’ust and becoming offer of accommodation had been made and 
rejected. The besieged have behaved with gallantry and fortitude, 
worthy of the justice of their cause, ancf the Govr. Genl. vi^uld yet 
indulge the^ope, that their heroism may enable them to maintain a 
successful defence, until succours shall reach them from British India. 
Jii the meantime, the ulteflor dcsigns^if Persia, affecting the interests 6f 
the British Govt, have been, by a succession of events, more and more 
openly manifested. The Govr. Genl. has recently ascertained by an 
officifl ifespatch from Mr. McNeill, ||^er Majesty’s Envoy, that His 
Excellency has been com])cllcd, by the refusal of his just demands, and 
by a "systematic course of disrespect adopted towards him by the Persian 
Govt., to quit the Court of the Shah, and to make a public declaration 
of the cessation of all intercourse between the two Govts. The neces- 
sity under which Great Britain is placed, o^ regarding the i)reseDt 
advance of the Persian Arms into AlFghanistan as an act o^iiostility 
towards herself, has also been officially communicated to the Bhah, 
under the express order of Her Majesty’s Govt. * 

0. The Chiefs of Candahar (brothers of Dost Mahomed Khan of 
Cabiil) have avowed their adherence to the Persian Policy, with the 
same full knowledge of its opposition to tlie rights and interests of 
the British Nation in India, and have been openly assisting in the 
operations against Herat. , 

10. In the crisis of affairs consequent upon the retirement of obr 
Envoy from Cabul, the Govr. Genl. felt the importance of taking 
immediate measures, for arresting the rapid progress of foreign intrigue 
and aggression towards our own territories. 

11. His attention was naturally drawn at this conjuneture to the 
position and claims of Shah Soojah-ool-Moolk, a monarch who, when 
in power, had cordially acceded to the measures of united resistance 
to external enmity, which were at that time judged necessary by 
the Britl%h Govt., and who, on his empire being usurped by its jircsent 
Rulers, had found an honorable asylum in the British J3ominions. 

12. It had been clearly ascertained, from the information furnished 
by the various officers who have visited Affghanistari, that the Barukzyc 
Chiefs, from disunion and unpopularity, were ill fitted, under any circum- 
stances, to be useful Allies to the British Govt., and to aid us in our 
just and necessary measures of national defence. Yet so long as they 
refrained from proceedings injurious to our interest and security, tlie 
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Ikitish Govt, acknowledged and respected their authority. But a dil- 
ferent policy appeaned to be now more than jurtified by the conduct 
o( those chiefs, and to bo indispensible to our own safety. The welfare 
,nf our possessions in the East requires that we should have on our 
Wcstern«-Frontier, an ally wHo is intei^ested in resisting aggression, and 
establishing tranquillity, in the place of chiefs ranging themselves in 
subservience to a hostile power, and seeking to promote schemes of 
cbnquest and aggrandizement. , * 

13. After a serious and mature deliberation, the Govr. Genl. was 
satisfied that a pressing necessity, as well as every consideration of 
policy and justice, warranted u^n espousing the cause of Shal? S^ojah- 
ool-Moolk, whose popularity throughout AfFghanistan had been proved 
to His Lordship by the strong and unanimous testimony of tnc! best 
authorities. Having arrived at this determination, the Govr. Genl. w’as 
further of opinion, that it was just and proper, no less from the j)osition 
of Maharajah Runjeet^^ Singh, than from his undeviating friendship 
towards*, the British Government, that His Highness should have the 
offer of becoming a party to the contemplated operations. Mr. Mac- 
nughten was accordingly deputed in June last to the Court of His 
Highness, and the result of his mission has been the conclusion of a 
Tripartite Treaty by the British Government, the Maharajah, and 
Shah Soojah-ool-Moolk, whereby His Highness is guaranteed in his 
present possessions, and has bound himself to co-oj)crate for the 
restoration of the Shah to the throne of his ancestors. The friends 
and enemies of any one of the contracting parties, have been declared 
to be the friends and enemies of all. Various points have been ad- 
justed, which had been the subjects of discussion between the British 
Govt, and His Highness the Maharajali, the identity of whose interests 
with those of the Hon’ble Company, has now been made apparent 
to all the surrounding states. A guiuranteed independence wiD, upon 
favourable conditions, be tendered to the Ameers of Sinde ; and the 
integrity of Herat, in the possession of its present ruler, will be fully 
respected; while by the measures completed, or in progrcss>/it may 
reasonably be hoped that the general freedom imd security of commerce 
will be promoted ; that the name and just influence of the British Govt, 
will gain their proper footing among the natives of Central Asia, 

^that tranquillity will be established upon the most important frontier of 
India ; and that a lasting barrier will be raised against intrigue s»jid 
encroachment. 

14. His Majesty Shah Soojah-ool-Moolk, w’dl enter Affghanistan 



THE COURT OV SIIAII SOOJAH. 


7 


surrounded b)^ his* own troops, and will be supported against* foreign 
interference, and factious opposition, by a British^ Army. The Govr.. 
Gcnl. confidently hopes, that the Shall will be speedily replaced on his 
throne by his own subjects and adherents, and when once he shall 
be secured in power, and the independence land integrity of AlFgJianistan 
established, Jhe British Army will be withdrawn. The Govr. Genl. 
has been led to thesc*measures, by the duty which is imposed upon him 
of providing for the security of the possessions of the British crown 
but he rejoices that, in the discharge of thife duty, he will be enabled to 
assist in restoring the union and prosperity of the AfFghan pco])lc. 
Throughtut the approaching operations, British influence wdll be sedu- 
lously cinploved to further every measure of general benefit ; to recon- 
cile (Uffercnccs ; to secure oblivion of injuries ; and to ])ut an end to 
the distractions by which, for so many years, the welfare and happiness 
of the AfFghans have been impaired. Even to the Chiefs, whose hostile 
proceedings have given just cause of ofFence t^o the British Govt., it 
W'ill seek to secure liberal and honorable treatment, on their t^idering 
early submission ; and ceasing from opposition to that course of measures, 
which may be judged the most suitable for the genend ifldvantagc of 
their country. 

* By Order of the Right Hon’blc the Govr. Genl. of India, 

(Signed) W. H. Macnac4iiten, 

Secy, to the Govt, of India, with the Govr, Genl. 

Notification. 

With reference to the preceding declaration, the following appoint- 
ments arc made : — 

Mr. W. H. Macnaghteri, Secretary to Govt., will assume the fimc- 
tions of Envoy and Minister on the part of the Government of India at 
' the court of Shah Soojah-ool-Moolk. Mr. Macnaghten will be assisted 
by the following officers : — 

Capt. ^Alexander Burnes, of the Bombay Establishment, who will 
be employed under Mr. Macnaghten’s directions as Envoy to the Chief 
of Kelat, or other states. 

Lieut. E. D’Arcy Todd, of the Bengal Artillery, to l)e Political Assi.s- 
tant and Military Secretary to the Envoy and Minister. 

Lieut. Eldred Pottinger, of the Bombay Artillery ; Lieut. R. Leech, 
of the Bombay Engineers ; Mr. P. B. Lord, of the Bombay Medical 
Establishment, to be Political Assistants to the Envoy and Minister. 
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fJeu^. E. ]}. CJunolly. of the 6th llcgt. Bengal Cavalry, to commard 
.the Escort of the Envoy and Minister, and to be Military Assistant 
tr the Envoy and Minister. 

Mr. Ct. J. Berwick, of the Bengal Mediciil Establishment, to be Sur- 
geon to^the Envoy and Minister. c 

(Signed) W. H. MACNAGlITliN, 

Oct. 1st, 1838. Secy, to the Govt, of Indht with the Govr. Genl. 

On the 29th of Novembe^, the Behgal Division of the Army 
alluded to in the first passage of the above Proclamation, assembled 
at Ferozepore, on the left liank of the Sutledge, and consisted of the 
following troops : — 


First Division. 


Major General Sir Willouhby Cotton, K.C.B. 


H. M’s. 13th Lancers, *, 
2nd Light Cavalry, 

3rd Light Cavalry, 


} 


1st Cavalry Brigade,. Colonel ll. Arnold, C. B., 
H. M.’s 16th Lancers. 


1st Local Horse, 
4th Local Horse, 


1 2nd Cavalry Brigade, Colonel J. Skinner, C^ B. 


H.M’s. 13thLt.Infy. ^ 
48th Native Infantry, > 
IGth Native Infantry, J 
31st Native Infantry, n 
43rd Native Infantry, > 
42nd Native Infantry, J 

H. iVI.’s 3rd Buffs, 'j 
27th Native Infantry, > 
2nd Native Infantry, J 


1st Infantry Brigade, Colonel 11. Sale, C. B. 
H. M.’s 13tli Light Infantry. 


2nd Infantry Brigade, Major General Nott. 


3rd Infantry Brigade, Colonel Dennis, H. M.’s 
3rd Buffs. 


j 


Major General Duncan’s Division. 


35th Native Infantry, 
Bengal European llegt. > 
37 th Native Infantry, J 


4th Infantry Brigade, Colonel A. Roberts, Eu- 
ropean Regiment. 


5 th Native Infantry, 

20th Native Infantry, ^5th Infantry Brigade, (.’oloncl Paul, 2()th N*. 1. 
53rd Native Infantry, 



5^ ■ ORDERS BY TUB COMMANDER-IN-CIIIEF. 9 

• Several Batteries of Horse and* Foot and Camel Artillery, command- 
ed by Colonel Grahanj, C. B., and a large detachnynt of Sappers under 
Captain TKomson of the Engineers. , » 


In audition to these, though not forming a part of tlie force, there^ 
were a Regiment of Cavalry and* two Regiments of Infantry, ^wifji the 
Body Guard* and a Battery of Horse Artillery, all composing the Escort 
of the Right Honorable the Governor General. A levy of six thousand 
meh, armed, equipped, officered, and drilled after the manner of European 
troops, and called the regiments of Shalf Soojah, was a few miles a 
head, with His Majesty, in pursuance of the arrangement of his entering 
** AfFgha<%istan surrounded by his own troops.’* 

On the arrival of the army at its encamping ground, it was greeted 
by the Comrnander-in-Chief, Sir Henry Fane, G. C. B., with the follow- 
ing Order : — 


ORDERS BY HIS EXCELLENCY THE COMMANDER-IN- 
CHIEF. 

§ 

TO THE ARMY OP TUP. INDUS. 

II 

Head-Qmrlers, Camp, Ferozepore, 27 tk Nov,, 1838. 

jP. Circumstances in the countries west of the Indus have so greatly 
changed since the assembly of this army for service, that the Right 
Honorable the Governor General has deemed that it is not requisite 
to send forward the whole force ; but that a part only will be equal to 
effecting the future objects in view. * « 

2. His Lordship has therefore been pleased to instruct His Ex- 
cellency the Commander-in-Chief as follows : — 

The whole of the cavalry, one troop of horse artillery, one battery 
of 9 prs., and the artillery of the park, the sappers and miners, and 
three brigades of infantry, shall go forward ; and the remainder of the 
troops will await farther orders at Ferozepore. 

3. The lot to go forward has fallen on the troops enumerated as 
follows 

*The 2d troop, 2d brigade of horse artillery. 

The camel battery of 9 prs. 

The 1st, 2d, and 4th brigades of infantry. 

llie division of infantry to be commanded by Major-General Sir W. 

, Cotton, being the senior Major-General. 

4. The troops to go forward, and those to remain in Hindoostan, 
may make their arrangements accordingly. Tlie head of the column 


c 
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will mcSvc on as soon as possible after the army shall have been rt- 
' viewed by the Rigl^t Honorable the Governor (general, and the Malia- 
rftja Runjcct Sing. 

5. Whatever alterations may be requisite in the details of the Staff, 
will .be rommunicated in a Mture order. 

6. His Excellency the Commandcr-in-Chief deems tfiis a fitting 
opportunity for expressing the great gratification Which he has received 
from witnessing the alacrity evinced by lall ranks of the army to 
serve their country on thc'present occasion, and from their excellent 
conduct on their march from the Jumna to the Sutlej. He assures them 
that had their services been still required in advance, and liAd he had 
the pleasure of leading them forward, he would have met any troops 
which might have been opposed to them with a full confidence of suc- 
cess, founded on their courage and excellent discipline, and on the 
zeal of the officers he has had the honor to command. 

By Order of His Excellency the Commandcr-in-Chief, 

1 ^, ^P. Craigie, Major, 

Depy, Adjt, GenL of the Army, 
The * circumstances’ which caused the change in the intentions of 
Government, arc explained in the following Notification, which ,was 
issued on the 8tli November, soon after the army liad quitted Kurnaiil, 
on its marcli to Fcroze])orc ; — 

TsSotifitation. 

OUnURS HY THE RIOUT HONORABLE THE GOVERNOR GENERAL 
OF INDIA. 

SECRET DEPARTMENT. 

Camp at Buddee, the 8/A November, 1838. 

I’he Right Honorable the Governor General of India is pleased to 
publish, for general information, the subjoined Extract of a Letter freim 
Lieutenant-Colonel Stoddart, dated Herat, the 10th of September, 1838, 
and addressed to the Secretary to the Government of India ; — 

“ I hiive the honor, by direction, of Her Britannic Majesty’s Envoy 
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary, and the Honorable East . 
India Company’s Envoy at the Court of Persia, to acquaint you, for 
the information of the Right Honorable the Governor General of 
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Udia in Council, that His Majesty, the Shall of Persia ycsterdhy rais- 
ed the siege of this ,city, and with the whole of the Royal camp, 
marched to Sangbust, about twelve miles, on his return to his own do- 
minions. His Majesty proceeds without delay by Toorbut, Shekhi 
«Taum, and Meshid, to Teheran. • <i ^ 

“ This is^n fulfilment of His Majesty’s compliance with the de- 
mands of the British^ Government, which I had the honor of deliver- 
ing* on the 12th instant, ^^nd of the whole of which His Majesty an, 
nounced his acceptance on the 14th ^gus^. 

“ His Majesty Shah Kamran, and his Vuzeer Yar Mahomed Khan, 
and the vi'hole city, feci sensible of the sincerity of the friendshiii of the 
British Government, and Mr. Pottinger and myself fiiUy particijiatc 
in thdir gratitude to Providence, for the happy event I have now the 
honor to report.” 

In giving publicity to this important intelligence, the • Governor 
General deems it proper, at the same time, t^ notify tliat, while he 
regards the relinquishment by the Shah of Persia of his hostile de- 
signs upon Herat, as a just cause of congratulation to the fiovcrn- 
mciit of British India, and its allies, he will contiiine tw prosecute 
with vigour, the measures which have been announced with a view to 
the* substitution of a friendly, for a hostile power, in the Eastern Pro- 
vinces of AfFghauistan, and to the establishment of a permanent barrier 
against schemes of aggression upon our North-West Frontier. 

The Right Hon’ble the Governor General is pleased to appoint 
Lieutenant Eldrcd Pottinger, of the Bombay Artillery, to be Politic'jil 
Agent of Herat, subject to the orders of the Envoy and Minister at 
the Court of Shah Sooja Ool Moolk. This appointment is to have 
ctFect from the 9th of September last, the date on wliich the siege of 
Herat was raised by the Shah of Persia. 

In conferring the above apxiointmcnt upon Lieutenant Pottinger, 
the Governor General is glad of the opportunity afforded him of 
bestowing the high applause which is due to the signal merits of that 
officer, -^ho was present in Herat during the whole period of its pro- 
tracted siege, and who, under circumstances of peculiar danger and 
difficulty, has by his fortitude, ability,' and judgment, honorably sus- 
tained the reputation and interests of his country. 

By Order of the Right Honorable the Governor General of India, 

W. H. Macnaghtbn, 
to the Govt, of India, with the Govr, Gent. 
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It mtiy naturally be supposed that the alteration in the posture at 
.affairs occasioned by the retreat from Herat, CEiused a great deal of 
annoyance to the Army. Every man was so fully possessed with the 
belief that he was destined to cross swords with the Persians, that the 
intelligence of their ‘ discretion’ gave*/e plomh to his zeal. The lustre 
which the very idea of encountering a large force, said be led and 
instigated by Russian emissaries and officers, had sj)read around the 
armament, was now entirely dissipated, and po fairer prospect presented 
itself than that of a long mdrch through an uninteresting country, and 
the final occupation of a comparative desert. 

Very little time, however, was given to the Army, to • ruminate 
on these, and other more rational, causes of discontent. The arrival 
of Maharajah Runjeet Sing, the Ruler of the Punjaub, simultane- 
ously with that of the Right Hon’ble the Governor- General, who 
had arranged to meet him on the banks of the Sutledgc, was the 
signal for a series of ppmps and displays, wliich gave ample occupa- 
tion to ^very man in camp. ^ 

As part of the history of the armament — at least as connected with 
its j)olitical* objects — a description may here be given of the meeting 
between the Right lion’ble Lord Auckland, Governor General of India, 
and his Highness Maharajah Runjeet Sing, the Lord of the Five Rivdrs ; 
it is derived from the Cidcutta Englishman, the Editor of which paper 
personally attended the ceremonials, and reported them. 

First Day. 

. Ferozepore, November 29. — The interview between Lord Auckland 
and the Maharajah, those ‘ two suns of glory,* came off this morning, 
realizing in its pomp and glittering variety, all the anticipations 
of the uninitiated. At daybreal<, the guard of honor, consisting of 
a squadron of Her Majesty’s 16th lancers, a squadron of the 4th 
light cavalry, the camel battery, a troop of horse artillery. Her Ma- 
jesty’s dd buffs, the 43d, 31st, 2d, and 4 2d regiments natj^^e infan-v 
try, the body guard, and the flank companies of the European regf- 
ment, gut under arms, and proceeded to form a street, leading to the 
durbar tents of the Governor General, which were enclosed in an exten- 
sive area formed of Kunauts. Boon afterwards. Major Wade, Mr. 
W. H. ^IcNaghten, Mr. J. R. Colvin, Mr, H. Torrens, Sir Willoughby 
Cotton, and Brigadier Arnold; proceeded (accompanied by a detach- 
ment of the 4 th cavalry, and a number of officers) to the encampment 
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of Runjeet Sing, across the river,** to escort His Highness to the Gover- 
nor General’s camp.. And now were seen numerous cavaliers and* 
gentlemen, 'hurrying, some on elephants, some on horseback, some dn 
camels, to rendezvous at the durbar tent, and witness the imposing^ 
ceremony of the visit ; and it is n» exaggeAition to say that thiiicopgre- 
gation of thg gay and gallant was, in itself, a sight worth travelling 
a great distance to behold. There were some two or three hundred of- 
Jictl’s of different regiments off duty, and these, with a great number of 
staff and general officers, many of wSom bore the orders of the Bath, 
of Hanover, of the Lion and the Sun, and of the Bright Star of the 
East, prcissented a picture of military splendor rarely exhibited in India. 
At about half-past eight o’clock. Lord Auckland came into the area, 
and was received by the flank companies of the European regiment, who 
did duty at the #nts, with presented arms. About half-past nine, the 
distant clangor of a band of indescribable musicians announced the 
approach of the Maharajah. Now was ' mounting in hot haste ;* down 
went the assembled elephants to receive the Governor Genera], Sir H. 
P^ane, and their cortege ; off went horsemen and chobdars, a goodly 
trooji, to precede the procession, and in three minutes the Vhole body, 
forming two lines of elephants, marched up the street of regiments to 
inciit the Maharajah. And now the guns of the camel battery spat 
forth their salutation, and horses reared, and troops presented arms, 
and bands struck up our * National anthem ;’ Seiks galloped in and out 
in wild disorder, and dust arose even to the point of enveloping the 
proud procession. At the end of the street, (so hai)pily was the wliUe 
thing timed and arranged,) the Maharajah appeared in the centre of 
a line of elephants, and met the Governor General and his gorgeous 
suite, just as his Lordship had reached its termination. The Maha- 
rajah, simply clothed in a red tunic and trowsers, and a turban of ’the 
same description— without one single trinket to adorn a person which, 

‘ not to speak it profanely,’ would be very little the better, or the worse, 
of such adorning ; the Maharajah, be it known, was now received into 
I^ord Au(;kland’s howdah||and the whole pageant wheeled about to pro- 
ceed to the durbar. To describe the rush that was made to reach 
the audience tent, and secure a good position while the formal interview 
took place, is utterly beyond the compass of a feeble historian. As 
the time advanced, Seik chieftains ‘ all clinquant, all in gold, or clothed 
in every diversity of color, and every imaginable variety of picturesque 

* The Maharajah was there encamped with some 20, (KX) followers, regular and irre- 
gular. 
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costumJ, armed to the teeth with •spear, sabre, shield, and lightwl 
.matchlock — scrambled onwards, competing witl\ the British red coats 
fdf a ‘ peep at the tumasha* Arrived at the tents, which were already 
^nearly crammed to suffocation, the Maharajah (giving precedence to 
Lord Ayckland) alighted, arid leaning upon the arm of His Lordship 
and Sir Henry Fane, made his way into the tent. But ^uch was the 
density of the mob of militaires, and uncouth Bunjaubecs comj^osiiig 
K-unjeet’s guard of honor ; and so utterly dark was the whole apartment, 
from the crowd that blocked 1[ip tfic entrance, that it was with the great- 
est difficulty His Highness reached one of the couches to the riglit 
of the tent, where the Miss Edens, with Mrs. Churchill, Mrs. Swlc, Mrs. 
W. H. McNaghten, and several other ladies, sat to receive him. In- 
deed, if he had not had the luck to be helped through by thc^ good 
stout arm of ‘ stalwart Fane,’ wffio is accustomed tofiforce passages, it 
is doubtful if the Maharajali could have reached the couch at all. Here 
Major Wade came up,^and did dragoman for Lord Auckland and the 
ladies ^r a few minutes. After this, the Governor General, aided 
a^ before by Sir Henry, took the Maharajali into an inner tent, where 
chairs of staie were arranged, and the oi iroWoi excluded. About thirty 
gentlemen, and the ladies alone, with Runjeet’s prime minister, his 
son, and some of the principal sirdars, were permitted to assist at Vhis 
part of the business ; and the more effectually to preserve this exclusive- 
ness, the companies of the European regiment were called in, and with a 
few troopers of the body guard formed a lane for the passage of the 
party to and fro. Within this tent, the portable presents were pro- 
duced, luid exhibited a gootUy selection from the choicest articles to 
be found in the boutiques of the gunsmiths and jewellers of Calcutta. 
But the gift of gifts, that, before which the Maharajali bent with the 
devotion of a preux chevalier, and the affection of a faithful and ' anci- 
ent* ally, was a full length portrait of our gracious little Queen, painted 
by Miss Eden for the occasion, and encompassed by a fitting frame 
of solid gold and jewelled cornices. On receiving this present, which 
w^as brought in by Major-General Sir WiUjdghby Cotton, (^vhile tlie 
camel battery fired a royal salute,) the Maharajah, through Majhr 
Wade’s interpretation, signified his intention to hang it up in his tent, 
and fire a salute in its honor ! A good deal of edifying conversation 
now passed between the Governj>r General and his royal visitor. 

Whei. all had been said that it was thought requisite to say on^ the 
in^on, the Maharajah escorted as before, proceeded to another 
t^^ to see the howitzers, tlic caparisoned elephants, and the magni- 
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fil’cnt horses which had been prepYired for his acceptance. The howit- 
zers were extolled, the elephants praised, and Ijlie horses admired, 
thougli His Highness’s taste, in the latter article, dilFers from that 
of the ""'nglish, inasmuch as he was most taken with that which our 
countrymen deemed the least entitled to a^^probation. 

I’he intemiew and its attendant ceremonies having now ceased, 
tlic Maharajah was attended to his elephant, which he duly mounted, 
antT amidst compliments, hurrahs, the discharge of cannon, and the 
discourse of hautboys, returned to the pWe from whence he came, 
preceded and followed, as before, by a horde of retainers, and accom- 
panied Sir W. Cotton and some political officers. 7’hc troojis 
were then marched off the groimd, and the crowds of spectators re- 
turned at mid-day to their homes and their breakfast. 

Second Day. 

November 30. — This day was devoted to a return of the risit at- 
tempted to be described above ; and most truly may it be said, that 
to-day was the master of yesterday. The Seiks fairly * shone down the 
English.’ 

At break of day, the 16th lancers and the 2d cavalry sprung into 
their saddles, and went ahead, under the command of Colonel Arnold, 
to occupy the opposite or right bank of the Sutledge, at the foot of 
the bridge of boats, and await the coming of the Governor General. 
His Lordship was not long in his preparations for a start. Before suir- 
rise, the body guard were paraded outside the enclosure, and very soon 
afterwards Lord Auckland, with his Secretariat, Sir W. Casement, 
Sir W. Cotton, Colonel Skinner, Major Wade, and several Staff 
Officers and Brigadiers, to the number of about thirty, left the tents 
as before, on elephants, in two close columns, the movement being 
V announced by a salute from the guns of the horse artillery attached 
to the escort. Scarcely any regimental officer was permitted to accom- 
pany thci^ procession, as the apprehension of a crush had induced the 
Maharajah to limit his invitation to some fifty or sixty gentlemen of 
the -highest rank, or immediately about the person of the Governor 
General and Commander-in-Chief. 

When the procession had gone a few hundred yards, a deputation, 
c con^sting of Shere Sing, the Maharajah’s second son, and Dhihan 
Sing, his Prime Minister, with several other Rajahs and Sirdars si- 
milarly mounted, and escorted by some two or three hundred irregu- 
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lar cavalry, and a company of regular infantry, met His Lordship), 
‘and turned about to accompany him to the cr^mp of the Maharajah, 
'fhe march, over a space of about three miles, now becante extremely 
, picturesque and intercstinj'. The pace of the elephants kept the 
horde oif Seiks at a hard gllllop, thereby affording them an excellent 
ojiportunity of disjdaying to advantage their equitationi' and martial 
bearing. The costume of the cavaliers was 6f course of a very 
tnotlcy complexion, and their apns, appointments, horses, and equip- 
ments, were not, perhaps, of an order to challenge close inspection ; 
but tlic tout ensemble of the pageant was so extremely unlike any- 
thing that one sees anywhere else ; — there was such a plearsant dash 
of poetry and romance in the congregation of daring horsemen bearing 
lance, targe, and matchlock, and flaunting in all varieties of colois, and 
diversities of uniform, that criticism was entirely disarmed. 

On rcjiching the bridge of boats the party proceeded across the 
Sutledgc singly, as th#rc was no room for two elephants abreast. At 
the opj^psitc side, the Governor General was met by Sir Henry Fane, 
Generals Torrens and Churchill, and the rest of the Staff and visitors 
from His Ekccllcncy’s camp. These joined the first body of clepliants, 
and the whole then moved forwards up a spacious street, formed by 
Her Majesty’s 16th lancers and the 2nd light cavalry. The appearilnce 
of the lancers, under arms, was beyond all praise. They presentcil 
a spectacle which no Englishman could contemplate without some 
degree of pride. At the extremity of the street in question, the Gover- 
lAjr General and his corU'ge came up on a small winding stream, over 
which a sort of road had been constructed of rushes, earth, and 
planks ; and beyond this. His Lordship entered upon an avenue formed 
by some thousands of the picked troops of the Maharajah. Proceeding 
up the avenue, two lines of camel artillery, (Zumboors,) stretching 
to the right and left of a rising ground, fired an irregular salute, while 
the alive of regular cavalry flourished trumpets and kettle-drums, and 
l)rcsentcd arms. On went the pageant, while every step unfolded 
to the view some fresh spectacle on which the eye might (Test with 
pleasure. After passing two regiments, a dicharge of distant artillelty 
announced that the Maharajah had left his tents, and in a few 
minutes afterwards, His Highness might be seen coaming down to 
meet his noble visitors in all the pomp and circumstance peculiar to an 
oriental procession. , , 

The scene which now presented itself, is utterly beyond descrip- 
tion. All that the imagination can conceive of human grandeur — 
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alf that the most exuberant fancy can devise in its endeavour to 
pourtray the acm^ of foyal splendour, was here bodied forth. Adown 
•the avenue, formed by the serried ranks of hundreds of steady 
horseme.., whose steel casques and gay appointments glittered in the 
sun, moved two masses of elephants, bearing on their lofty batks* the 
mightiest potentates of the Orient, seated in their gorgeous howdahs, 
and ^attended by the chief officers of their respective courts, sump- 
tuously attired. Beyond were seen «oluiBLns upon columns of scar- 
let-clad and helmetted troops, ' all fumislied, all in arms,' arrayed 
with a precision, and preserving a steadiness, worthy of the best Euro- 
pean discipline, while behind and about their ranks, stretching to 
the east and to the west, was an extensive encampment, in the centre 
of which were numerous tents of crimson and gold, indicating the 
chosen abode of a powerful military chieftain. Crowded together, 
at viewing distance from the legions, thousands of spectators of the 
humblest classes stood in ranks, preserving a sitence, a decorum, and 
an immobility y which proved*tlie existence of a severe military dic^fcipline 
even in the walks of civil life. No shouts rent the air,— save the 
licensed clamors of some rude faqueer : no vociferous cheers manifested 
the pxuberant joyousness of a happy population. The admiration of 
the people — if admiration it were — ^was only depicted in their silent 
awe and breathless astonishment ; or kept in check by the apprehension 
of high displeasure. Not many minutes elapsed before the transient 
view, here attempted to be described, was interrupted by the rencontre 
of the two stately processions. It was not 'difficult to distinguish* 
the Maharajah from his proud and gallant Sirdars ; seated on a pon- 
derous elephant in the centre of the line, and habited, as on the day 
before, in his dark crimson shawl cloth tunic, trowsers, and turban, 
without any tinsel or trinkets — ^in short, without any other relief to the 
uniformity of his exterior than that presented by a flowing white beard 
— the sagacious old man came out in strong contrast with his richly- 
clad attendants and chieftains. On closing with the Governor General, 
tH^ Mahafajah saluted His Lordship, and received him into his 
howdah, upon which the cannon again * spoke to the trum])ct', and the 
columns of elephants, now united, proceeded to the Durbar tents. The 
arrival at their destination, was the signal for another salute from 
the batteries of Runjeet’s horse artillery, while bands of music, uncom- 
Inonly well trained, played our National anthem, and loud clarions 
proclaimed the glory of the Maharajah. The tents were enclosed with- 
in a vast area of crimson cloth walls, about nine feet high, and decorated 
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with yeJlow lace. Within the enclosure, in well arranged rants, 
’ forming numerous tilh'es and guards of honor, stood some two or three 
tlioiisand of the household troops of the Maharajah, clad, for the most 
part, in crimson silk or elegant kincaub, and armed with highly polished 
matchlocks and shields. The most perfect order, — the most profound 
silence prevailed, — broken only by the royal band, (foifhierly in the 
service of the Begum Sumroo,) and the murmurs of approbation pro- 
ceeding from European lips,, Al'ghting within this splendid enclosure 
the Maharajah conducted Lord Auckland, the Commander-in-Chief, 
and their suite to the Durbar tent, which consisted of a splendidly 
cari)etted floor, provided with numerous gold and silver ^airs, and 
covered in by a spacious sumeeana, lined with shawl cloth, placed in 
front of the Maharajah’s principal pavilion. Here the whole assembly 
took their seats, and the ceremony of the introductions took place ; 
Major Wade and Mr. W. H. McNaghten, who sat on Lord Auckland’s 
right, acting as interjfreter on behalf of the English visitors. As the 
British' nfiicers were severally introduced to .Runjeet Singh, he addressed 
a few words to them, and rallied Colonel Skinner upon their old ac- 
quaintanceship. The principal Sirdars then presented themselves, and 
severally did homage to their Chief, receiving a few complimentary 
salaayns^ and now and then an expression of good will. When the pre- 
sentations were over, a band of nautch girls, bedizened with jewellery, 
and beautified after their fashion with missce, silver dust, etc., were 
c?lled in, and formed a little circle, while the most celebrated bayaderes 
Ircatcd the company to«a few of - those singular movements which here 
pass for dancing. The shawls, trinkets, cloths, etc., which constituted 
the presents on these occasions, were now brought in, exhibited, and 
th,cn appropriated by the officers of the Governor General’s syite after 
the ordinary system. The horses, etc., were then inspected, and here 
terminated the ceremonials of the meeting on the modern ‘ Field of the 
Cloth of Gold.’ Some little time was passed in visiting the different 
tents, inspecting the furniture, and other paraphernalia, and conversing 
with the chief Sirdars ; and the Governor General then 'Offered his 
adieus to the Maharajah, resumed his scat in the howdah, and departed 
in the order of his coming ; the horse artillery, as before, honoring the 
event by a royal salute.” 


o- 
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Tlie ceremonies having terminated, the force destined for operations 
beyona tlic Indus, commenced its march, jwhile the Governor General * 
proceeded to pay a complimentary visit to the ruler of the ?unjaub. 
The altered •posture of affairs at Herat, as we have already shewn, 
caused a material reSuction in the portion of the army contributed by 
the Bengal presidency, wlticli now aonsif^ed of the following troops 
only ; — 

Her Majesty's IGth Regiment of Lancers and 13th Light Infantry, 
Bengal iJhropean Regiment, '2nd and 3rd Regiments of Light Ca- 
valry, the Camel Battery, a proportion of Horse and Foot Artillery, 
EngiiAers, Skinner’s Horse, the IGth, 31st, 35th, 37th, 42nd, 43rd, 
and 48th Regiments. N. I. Shah Soojah’s force continued still in 
advance, mustering 6000 strong ; and it was arranged, that after Lord 
Auckland had quitted Lahore, another body of 4800 men should move 
with Timour Shah, (Shah Soojah’s son,) to Pcshawur, iiii^rfcr the 
command of Lieut, Col. Wade, for the purpose of marching upon 
Cabool by the Khyber Pass, biinultancously with the movement upward 
from Sinde. 

0.1 the 10th December 1838, the Bengal force, — we borrow from 
Major Hough’s minute and accurate description, — ‘'marched in five 
columns preceded by the Engineers, Sappers and Miners in advance. 
The Head Quarters, (Major General Sir W. Cotton, commanding,) 
Horse Artillery and Cavaliy' Brigade moved on^thc 10th. 'i'he 1st, 2nA 
and 4th Infantry Brigades; and the park of Artillery and 4th Local 
Horse and the Commissariat supplies and stores in separate columns 
in succession, keeping a march between each column ; and this v^as 
the order of march till the Army reached Rohree (Bukkur) in Sinde. 
The Commissariat supplies which accompanied the army, (amount- 
ing to about 9500 and about 38,000, including the camp followers,) 
were as follow: 30 days' supplies of all kinds, slaughter cattle for 
2^ monthf ; additional quantities of grain were sent down by water to 
Roliree, and depots were formed at Bawulpoor, Shikarpore, etc. A 
reserve depot was established at Ferozepore, containing 50,000 maunds, 
and two months' supplies of other grain. 14,235 camels were employed 
(for supplies only) with the Army on leaving Ferozepore. Each column 
"Carried a certain quantity of supplies with it. The sick and j)rincipal 
hospital stores were sent down by water. It was intended, had it been 
practicable, to have sent the ordnance stores, etc. by water, but boats 
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could not be procured in sufficient hutnbers. Indeed boats were 
quired to be sent down to Bukkur on the Induss to form the bridge of 
boats, for which purpose timbers were floated down. It 'would have 
•been desirable to transport all heavy stores by water, and thus have 
saved the cattle. The marcli of the JVrmy from Ferozepore to Rohree, 
on the Indus, never being above twenty, and often within a few miles of 
the river, (which assumes the names of the Sutluj,Vjharra, and Punjnud, 
till it fulls into the Indus), cnablf^ the trooJ[3S to have communications 
with the fleet of boats.” 

Simultaneously with this movement, the Bombay Army, under Sir 
John Keane, having landed in Sinde, marched towards Hyderabad, where 
Colonel (now Sir Henry) Pottinger was endeavouring to cflPcct a treaty 
with the Ameers, to insure for us an uninterrujited march through 
their territories, the temporary occupation of Fort Bukkur on the Indus, 
assistance in the prosecution of our plans (to the extent of obtaining 
provisions for the troojw,) the payment of twenty-eight lacs of rujices, 
and oc^^^pation of a part of the country by ^ reserve force. 

The march down the left bank of the Sutlcdge was not distinguished 
by any particular events. It was evident, that there was a deficiency of 
public carriage, and the needlessly vast number of followers caused much 
expense *and inconvenience, for their consumption was great, and the 
country was, with the exception of a few patches, extremely poor and 
barren ; but nothing else occurred which was considered worthy of 
repord. Sir Henry Fane, who accompanied the force in his boats on 
flic Sutledge, retained ^c command until its arrival at Rohree, where 
a halt took place, owing to some difficulty about the cession of Bukkur, 
and the refusal of the Ameers to conclude the treaty with Colonel Pot- 
tinker. After a brief delay, a proportion of the Bengal force under Sir 
Willoughby Cotton was detached to Hydrabad to co-operate with Sir 
John Keane ; but it had not proceeded many marches from Rolirce, when 
it was ascertained that the Ameers had signed the treaty. A counter- 
march was immediately ordered. Meanwhile, the Shah’s force under 
Major General Simpson, had marched down the right bank of^he Indus, 
and took Larkhana, a place belonging to the Ameers ; a measure which 
doubtless had its due effect in procuring the conclusion of the treaty. 
On the return of the troops to Roliree, Sir Henry Fane took his fare- 
well of them in the following General Order, and the command of 
the Bengal column thence devolved on Major General Sir Willoughby 
Cotton. 

“ flis Exccllenry the Commander-in-fliirf being about to leave the 
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Bengal Column of tlie Army of the ‘Indus iu his progress where his duty 
calls him, feels it due to the troops, previous to his ^leparture, to record • 
what he has* witnessed of their conduct during their march from Ferozif- 
pore ir.‘o Sinde, to hold it up as an exam^de for their brother-soldiers ^ 
on all occasions. 

The cxcillent discipline and good behaviour of the Troops, have 
conciliated the inhabiiChnts of the country wherever they have passed, and 
lie is glad to be able to point out the consequences. These have beew 
not only the exaltation of their fame and character as soldiers, but these 
circumstances have greatly conduced to their personal advantage ; 
because tjie confidence of the inhabitants which such good conduct has 
produced, has led to their freely resorting to our camp with the produce 
of thc4r villages, by which means we have been free from all wants and 
privations. His Excellency desires, that the Officers of all ranks and de- 
jiartmcnts will accept the expression of liis approbation of their zeal, and 
of the good example they have set.” • 

To facilitate the crossing^of the Indus by the large Army no\\^ assem- 
bled on its banks, a bridge of boats, most ingeniously constructed by 
Oaj)tain Thomson of the Engineers, was thrown from lloltrce, on the 
left bank, to the island on which Fort Bukkur stands, and from Sukkur 
on fhe right bank to the other side of the island, leaving a space of 
ground 300 yards in length between the two bridges. The passage 
across these bridges, was the first interesting event in a campaign des- 
tined to be more fraught with varied interest than any in which British 
troops in India had been engaged. A correspondent of the Englishmen 
writing at the time, says, (and it is here quoted as bearing reference to the 
annexed plate,) “ It was truly a beautiful sight to see the different corps 
with their bands playing, followed by long strings of camels and camp 
followers, wending their way over the bridge. The glittering of tfieir 
arms in the sun, the Fort of Bukkur with its picturesque battlements 
frowning over the bridge, the ancient towns of Rohrcc and Sukkur 
overhanging the mighty stream, formed altogether a delightful pic- 
ture.” • 

• On the arrival of the force at Shikarpoor, it was deemed prudent to 
alter the. order of march, as it was apprehended, that, if the Shah’s 
troops received a check on entering the Bolan Pass, the effect might be 
extremely mischievous. The disciplined forces were therefore placed 
^ in tlie van, and the celebrated Bolan Pass was entered on the 16th 
March 1839, without any obstruction. The Bcloochees and Kakurs 
had carried on a system of plundering during the march, and several of 



2'2 JUNCtlON OF Tllli liyiHAY AND BENGAL FollCliS. 

the camp followers were killed in defending property, and endeavouring' 
•to prevent the abstoiction of camels by the freebooters, who hung upon 
tSc skirts and rear of the advancing column ; but no symptoms of an 
.organized o])position manifested themselves. The march through the 
Pass, was similarly free from the mofestation of any other enemy than 
these banditti ; but many hardships and privations, arising out of the 
impossibility of obtaining a single article of sufiply, and the intense 
Cold which killed many camels qpd crippled the camp followers, were 
endured by tlie troops. One officer. Captain Barstow, of the 37th N. I., 
was wounded by a shot from a Beloochee*s matchlock. 

On tlie 26th March 1839, the troops reached Quetta in<i;he valley 
of Sliawl. Here a halt of some days took place to allow Sir John Keane 
with Shah Soojah, the Envoy and Minister, Mr. (aftervv^'rds Sir 
William) Macnaghten, and the Bombay troops to come up. In the 
interval of their arrival. Sir Willoughby Cotton placed the column under 
his command on half ra^sioris ; parties were sent out in every direction to 
procurcV;^grain, and means were adopted tc^ induce the people in the 
neighbouring country to bring in sheep, flour, and forage for sale to the 
Commissariat. During the encampment, the troops were exposed to con- 
tinual annoyance from the Beloochees, and a great number of camels 
were stolen from time to time. 

On the 6th of April, Lieutenant General Sir John Keane reached 
Quetta, and assumed command of the whole of the Army of the Indus, 
issuing the following Order upon the occasion ; — 

» “ Ilis Excellency the Commandcr-in- Chief having arrived in Camp and 
assumed command, in person, of the Army, and having directed Major 
General Sir W. Cotton to resume command of the Bengal Infantry of 
the 1st Division, he (Sir W. C.) cannot give up charge of the Bengal 
column without expressing in the strongest and warmest terms his 
thanks to Major Generals 'riiackwcll and Nott, Brigadiers Sale, Arnold 
and Roberts, to Officers commanding Corps, and to the Officers and Men 
generally, and to Major Craigie, D. A. G., Major Garden, D. Q. M. 
G. and Major Parsons, D. C. G. and to the Officers of the several 
departments, for the admirable maimer in which their duties have been 
conducted, and for the good conduct and soldier-like behaviour of the 
Troops during a march of more than 1 100 miles.” 

This Order was followed up by another, in which Sir John Keane 
expressed his thanks to Sir Willoughby Cotton, for “ the able and judi- 
cious manner in which he had conducted the march of the Bengal 
column.” 
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While the troops were in Sinde, they had been joined by Captain 
(afterwards Sir Alexander) liurnes. Assistant to the Envoy, who was* 

• thence dispatched to Khelat to persuade Mchrab Klmn, the chief 
of that place, to assist our troops with supplies of {ijrain, to stay the* 
marauding practices of the Beloochees, and to tender suhmftsion to 
Shah Soojalft the future ruler of Affghanistan. Sir John Keane had 
scarcely assumed the command of the Army at Quetta, when Captain 
JBurnes returned from KhSlat, announcing, that he had failed in the 
objects of his mission. The reader will note this occurrence, because it 
formed the grounds for a movement upon Khelat, which will be found 
described *n a later part of this work. 

Arrangements were now made for the march of the assembled forces 
to Cahdaliar; and to keep open the communication with India, and to 
assist the transport of stores, and the movements of regiments, depots 
were established at Shikarpore, Dadur, and Quetta. At tlie latter 
place. Major General Nott was left, with the* Head Quarters of the 
second Infantry Brigade ;*»and a general superintendence and'rf<nilitary 
controul within the province of Shawl was vested in him. 

On the morning of the 7th April, 1839, the troops broke ground. 
Some idea of the state to which they had been reduced may be formed 
from the fact of sixty horses having been shot as too weak to proceed, 
while numbers of camp-followers were subsisting upon tlic fried skins 
of sheep, the congealed blood of animals, and such roots as they could 
pick up in the neighbourhood of the encampment ! The route chosKin 
by Sir John Keane, lay in a North-westerly direction, and promised, 
from the fertile character of the country through which it lay, to 
provide the means of n;cruiting the strength of the force. The 
only great difficulty which the army had to contend with, was the 
fearful Kojuck Pass ; but even this was surmounted by perseverance, 
good management, and discipline. Though, in some places, the road 
was so narrow, that only one camel could pass at a time ; though the 
rocks were here and there so steep, that it was dangerous to ride uj), or 
down, th8 only practicable thoroughhires ; though all the guns, tumbrils 
and waggons of the force were necessarily dismounted and handed 
across, still, the patience and resolution of the troops overcame every 
obstacle. The passage was accomplished after a great loss in ammuni- 
tion, baggage, camels, tents, etc. etc. It had been reported, and was 


* The 43rd Native Infantry was ordered, with .1 Ressalah of ilor-bt* and a Regiment of Inf.nUry 
from Shall Soojah’s force, to stand fast at Quetta. 
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confidently believed, that the chiefs of Candahar had resolved to oppose 
tlje further pro^jresS of Shah Soojah, and, in eifcct, the Kakur tribe, 
who were in tlieir interest, did to a certain extent make a shew of 
‘guerilla warfare, much after /^hc manner of the Beloochecs. But what- 
ever sch*eme of resistance may have t)een organized was entirely frus- 
trated by the defection, from the cause of the chiefs, of one fiadjee Khan, 
the chief of the Kakur tribe. The Candaharecs had advanced, some 
thousands strong, as far as^ the ^/illage of ‘Dch Hadjee, nortli of the, 
Kojuck Pass, with the purpose of confronting our troops. Here, accord- 
ing to Ca])tain Outram, dissensions broke out among them. Hadjee 
Khan then pretended, that he would proceed forward to rccorSioitre the 
British force and position ; but experience of his treacherous character 
had taught them to understand the object of his movement, .md they 
accordingly, on the 23rd April, retired upon Candahar, and thence fled 
to the fortress of Ghirisk, while Hadjee Khan, who had been in secret 
communication with Siiah Soojah before the expedition started from 
Iiidiji, (^tme with 200 followers into the Sh?h*s camp, and tendered his 
aid and submission. 

From the Pass to Candahar, the Army moved on without obstruction 
of any kind, suffering, however, most acutely from the want of water, 
the lialf rations which it had been upon for six weeks, the intense heat, 
(the thermometer in the day ranging from 96® to 102®,) and the ab- 
sence of forage of a nourishing kind. 

«On the 25th of April, His Majesty Shah Soojah reached Candahar,' 
the ancient capital of the Dooranee empire, and the troops encamped 
in the neighbourhood. The following extract from the dcsj)atches of 
the Envoy, Mr. Macnaghten, then forwarded to the Supreme Govern- 
mept of British India, describes the feeling with which tlic King was 
received by his subjects. 

** Yesterday the Shah with his disciplined troops made a march of 
twenty-two miles to Deh Hadjee, where we had the satisfaction of learn- 
ing, that the Sirdars were about to decamp. We have since ae^ertained, 
that they actually set out about 3 o’clock yesterday evening, attended by 
about 200 followers. Their conduct to the last, was marked by meanness 
and rapacity. Whilst with one hand they were selling their stores of 
grain to the merchants of the city, they were practising every species 
of extortion and violence towards the peaceable inhabitants, and they 
departed amidst the execrations of all classes. I'his morning we reached 
upon Candahar, a distance of about eighteen miles, and we are now en- 
camped within two miles of the city. The spectacle which presented itself- 
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iS US on the road, was the most interesting one it ever fell ^ my lot to 
witness. His Excellency lieutenant General Sir J. ikcane with the army* 
of the Indii!?, was one march in our rear, our advance having been made 
on an ''rroneous calculation of the distance, which, owing to the heat ol’ 
the weather, was too great to be performed ly the European trooys. 'fhe 
Shah’s disciplined troops were behind us, and His Majesty advanced, jittcnd- 
ed only by the officerj^ of the mission and his owm immediate retainers. At 
every 100 yards of our progress, we were met by bands of well-mounted 
and well-armed men, all tcifdering their allcjgiance to His Majesty, whilst 
the peaceable inhabitants of the country assembled in crowds, and mani- 
fested their joy at the Shah’s restoration in the most unqualified terms. 

“Tranquillity is restored, the people flock to our camp with the greatest 
confidence. There is no longer any apprehension of scarcity, and even 
tlic cc^ifidcntial servants of the Sirdars, several of whom have visited me, 
declare their satisfaction at the change of Government, and state, that they 
would sooner have joined the Shah, but for the dread that some evil would 
Jiave been inflicted on their families whom they must have left in the city. 

“ Ilis Majesty proposed to send out a party in tlfe hope of overtaking the 
fugitive Sirdars, and they certainly appear deserving of little considviration, 
after the wickedness and folly which they have displayed, in spite of 
repeated and solemn warnings. It would doubtless be useless Wd danger- 
ous to allow them to remain at larg^, and excite disturbances in the coun- 
try f but ^ was apprehensive that in the present excited state of men’s 
minds, they might be seized by the Shah’s party, and be subjected to 
unnecessary cruelty! I therefore prevailed upon His Majesty to permit 
me to make the Sirdars one more offer, which, if accepted, will enable 
them to retire to our territories in safety. Any provision which his 
Lordship the Governor General may please to assign to them, will ol' 
course fiill far short of what they would have received, had they at once 
come into our terms, and I am of opinion that 500 Rs. per mensem for 
each of them would be an ample provision. 

** It is my intention, therefore, to write to the Sirdars through Mo()lla 
Misseo, their confidential adviser, and I am not without hope, that they 
will come into my terras, deserted as they arc by nearly all the followers 
M ho left the city with them, and surrounded as they must be, by dangers 
and difficulties of all descriptions. 

* I now? proceed to detail the progress of events, from the date of my last 
communication. 

“ Since the despatch of my letter to your address, dated the 12th instant, 
giving the substance of 'my communication with the Sirdars, nothii^ of 
sufficient importance has occurred to require a separate report. ^ 

» “ Jn the Kojuck Pass, we found a natural ohstjicle of a much more for- 

midable nature than wc anticipated ; it was speedily surmour^cd by the 
energy of the British troops. Brigadier Arnold, who w'cnt to i^onnoitre 
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the Pass, suddenly came upon a small party detached by the Sirdails, 
*and was fired upoiir the party, however, made a •precipitate retreat, and 
ii was evident that the Sirdars had been surprised by the rapidity of our 
advance. In the same Pass, letters were intercepted from the Sirdars 
addressed to tlic authorities ta Sevee piid the Eastern provinces, stating, 
that they intended to advance and oppose us in Fesheen, and calling upon 
all true Mahomedans to join in a religious warfarp against the invading 
infidels. We further learnt, that the Sirdars were still unremitting in their 
endeavours to excite the same, feeliogs of animosity against us at Candahar. 

“ It subsequently came to our knowledge, that Rahim Dil Khan, with 
a number of other chiefs, and a body of between 2 and 3,000 cavalry had 
quitted Candahar, with a view of annoying us in every postible way, 
leaving Rahim Dil Khan to guard their interests in the city. The main 
body advanced as far as Killa Futtoollah, whence they detached nar^ies to 
the vicinity of Dunda Goolaree. These parties succeeded in killing seve- 
ral of our followers, who had incautiously strayed, and in carrying off two 
of my elephants which had been, against orders, taken for the purpose of 
procuring fodder to a great distance from the camp. They also put us- to 
considcffable inconvenience for a short time, by diverting the stream which 
supplied our camp with water. On the morning of the 2()th instant, 
Tlajee Khan Kakur, who had accompanied the Sirdars from Candahar, and 
who is decidedly the most pow'erful chief in these parts, reported his arri- 
val with about 200 horsemen to pay his respects to the Shah, lie was 
escorted into camp, and received with all honour both by ITis Majesty and 
myself. This defection, it was obvious, would at once prove fatal to the 
hopes of the Sirdars. 

' “ On the same day, two other persons of considerable influence came in ; 
namely, Abdool Mujeed Khan, the son of Shah Pussund Khan, Governor 
of Lash, and Gholam Akhooiidzada, a Moollah, who I have good grounds 
for believing, was one of those who were most violent in stirring up the 
population to oppose us. 

The secession of these individuals, and the near approach of our troops 
filled the Sirdars wi^h consternation, and they fell back rapidly on 
Candahar. 

'fhe ancient nobles of the land have been nearly exterminated by the 
rapacious tyranny of the Barukzye usurpers ; but it was gratifying to find, 
that the advent of the Shah was cordially w'cleomed in every siage of bis 
progress by every man of respectability who has been left in the country : 
and llis Majesty’s reception at Candahar, as above detailed, has fully 
justified the opinions that have been announced as to his popularity with 
all classes of his subjects.” 

’flic Commander-in-Chief, when the whole of the force had reached 
Candahar, issued the following Order on the 4th of May. 



SIK J. KEANkV approving OKDEJl. '11 

r 

The combined forces of Bengal and Bombay being now assembled at 
Candaliar, the Commai^cr-in-Chief congratulates alljranks on the trium- 
phant though arduous march which they have accomplished from diatai.t 
‘ and distinct parts of India, with a regularity and discipline which is much 
appreciated by him, and reflects uppn thcmsflves the highest credit. The 
difficulties which have been surmounted have been of no ordiuary*nafure, 
and the rccolj^ctiou ol^what has been overcome, must hereafter be a pleas- 
ing rellcction to tliose concerned, who have so zealously, and in so soldier- 
like a manner, contributed to^effect thcn% so as to arrive at the desired end. * 
The Engineers had to make roads, and occasionally in some extraordinary 
sleep mountain Passes, over which no wheeled carriage liad ever passed. 
This was # work requiring science and much severe labour; but so well 
has it been done, that the progress of the army was in no manner iin])cd- 
cd. '^'hc licavy and light ordnance were alike taken over in salety by the 
exertions and good spirit of the Artillery, in which they were most cheer- 
fully and ably assisted by the troops, both Kuropejin and Native, and in a 
manner which gave the whole proceeding the iippearancc, that each man 
w'ris w'orkiug for a favorite object of his own. * 

llis E^xcelleucy shares in J.hc satisfaction which those troops must feel, 
(after the difficult task they had accomplished, and the trying circum- 
stances under which they liavc been placed, the nature of wAich is well 
Vnown t^themselves, and therefore unnecessary for him to detail,) at 
knoA^iugVne enthusiasm with which the population of Candahar have 
received and welcomed the return of their lawful Sovereign, Shah Soojah- 
ool-Moolk, to the throne of his ancestors in Airghanistaii. Sir J. Keane 
\Vlll not fail to report to the Right Honorable Lord Auckland, Governor 
General of India, his admiration of the conduct and discipline of the 
troops, by which means it has been easy to effect, and to fulfil, the plans* 
of His Lordship in the operations of the campaign hitherto. The Corn- 
man dcr-in-Chief has already in a General Order, dated the Gth ultimo, 
expressed his acknowledgment to Major General Sir W. Cotton, for the 
creditable and judicious manner in which he conducted the Bengal Column 
to the valley of Shawl. His Excellency has now a pleasing duty to perform 
in rofpicsting Major General Wiltshire, commanding the Bombay column, 
to accept his best thanks for his successful exertions in bringing the 
troops of that Presidency to this ground in the most efficient and soldier- 
in^^ state.* The Commandcr-in-Chief entertains a confident expectation, 
that the same orderly conduct which has gained for the troops the good 
will of the inhabitants of the states and countries through which they have 
passed, will continue to be observed by them during their advance upon 
Cabool, when the proper time for the adoption of that step shall have 
,been^ decided upon by His Excellency, in concert with H. M. Shah Shoo- 
jah-ool-Moolk, and the Envoy and Minister, W. H. MacNaghten, Esq., 
representing BAish interests at the Court of the King of Affghanistan.” 
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On the 8tli of May, Shah Soojah received the homage of his subjeeVs 
• on a musnud crectgd in the middle of an extencive plain, close to the 
eftty of Candahar. The whole of the Army of the Indus marched past the 
throne ; a hundred pieces of Artillery discharged salvos, in honor of the 
Shah's restoration, and the jleoplc illuminated the town. 

From this period until the end of June 1839, the Awny halted at 
(IJandahar. The interval was occupied in an endeavour to bring the 
•Sirdars, who had fled on the app^ach of the Army, to some reasonable 
terms of concession, failing which, a detachment of troops was sent 
against them to Girisk ; but they had fled, before its arrival, to the fron- 
tiers of Persia. The suiFerings of the Army were still great, owing to the 
backward state of the grain crops, the non-arrival of a large convoy 
expected from Shikarpore, the impossibility of raising money on loan, 
and the hostility of the Ghilzics, who hovered about the skirts of the 
camp, stealing camels, horses, and baggage, and murdering camp fol- 
lowers. ( 

On the 27th of June, the advance column of the Head Quarters of the 
Army marched from Candahar to Ghuzni. Large parties of Ghilzics 
hung upon' the flanks of the Army ; but excepting two or three sliglit 
skirmishes, in which the enemy were invariably driven off, n^^ing oc- 
curred to interrupt the advance. On the ‘21st July, the forcPrcaciied 
Ghuzni, and immediately made preparations for assailing that fortress, 
which was held by a large body of Aflghans and Ghilzics under Hyder 
Khan, one of the sons of Dost Mahomed Khan. The manner in which 
the fortress was attacked, and the result of the storm, is told in the fol- 
lowing dispatch from Sir John Keane, the Commandcr-in-Chief, to the 
Governor General of India. 

, Head Quarters, Camp Ghuznee, 2\lh July, 1839. 

** My Lord, — 1 have the satisfaction to acquaint your Lordship, that the 
Army under my command have succeeded in performing one of most 
l)rilliant acts it has ever been my lot to witness, during my service of 
15 years in the four quarters of the globe, in the capture by storm of the 
strong and important Fortress and Citadel of Ghuzuee yesterday^.' 

It is not only, that the Alfghan nation, and I understand Asia generally, 
have looked upon it as impregnable, but it is in reality a place of great 
strength, b^th by nature and art ; far more so than I had reason to suppose, 
from any descriptions that I had received of it, although some are from 
oilicers in our own service, who had seen it in their travels. 

1 was surprised to find a high rampart in good repair, built on a scarped 
mound, about 35 feet high, flanked by numerous towers, ^id surrounded 
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a iaussc braye and a wet ditch, whilst the height of tlic Citadel 
covered the interior Ironj the commanding fire of the Ijills from the North, 
rendering itmugatory. In addition to this scrcei^walls had been bui.'i 
'before Uie gates, the ditch was filled with water and unfordable, and an 
outwork built on the right bank^of the river, so as to command the 
bed of it. * 

“ It is, theftfore, the more honorable to the troops, and must appear to 
the enemy out of all calculation extraordinary, that a Fortress and a 
Citadel to the strength of ^hich, for ./he last 30 years, they had been* 
adding something each year, and which had a Garrison of 3500 Airghan 
soldiers, commanded by Prince Mahomed Hyder, the son of Dost Maho- 
med Khai^ the ruler of the country, with a commanding number of 
Guns and abundance of Ammunition, and other Stores, Provisions, 
for a regular oiege, should have been taken by British science and British 
valor, in less than two hours from the time the attack Avas made, and 
the whole, including the Governor and Garrison, should fall into our 
hands. 

‘i My despatch of the 20Lh instant from Nanee, v/ill have made known to 
your Lordship, that the cam^s of llis Majesty Shah Sooja-ool-M(K'Ik and 
of Major General Wiltshire, with the Bombay Troops, had there joined me 
ill accordance with my desire, and the following morning wt made our 
march of 12 miles to Gliuznce, the line of march being over a line plain. 
Thc*Tr()o|!ts were disposed in a manner that would have enabled me at 
any moment, bad we been attacked, as was probable from the large bodies 
of Troops moving on each side of us, to have placed them in position to 
receive the enemy. 'J'hey did not, however, appear, but on our coming 
witbiii range of the guns of the Citadel and Fortress of Ghuziice, a shajp 
cannonade was opened on our leading Column, together with a heavy liri? 
of musquetry from behind garden walls, and temporary lield-works thrown 
up, as well as the strong out-work 1 have already alluded to, which 
commanded tlic bed of the river. From all but the out- work, the enemy 
were driven in under the walls of the Fort, in a spirited manner, by 
parties, thrown forward by Major General Sir W, Cotton, of the 16th and 
48th Bengal Native Infantry, and Pier Majesty’s 13th Light Infiintry, 
under Brigadier Sale. I ordered forw^ard three 'I'roops of Plorse Artillery, 
the Camel Battery, and one Foot Battery to open upon the Citadel and 
P'Vy'tress throwing shrapncll shells, which was done in a masterly style 
under the direction of Brigadier Stevenson. My object in this was to 
make the enemy shew their strength in guns, and in other respects 
which completely succeeded, and our shells must have done great execu- 
tion, and occasioned great consternation. Being perfectly satisfied on the 
,point of their strength, in the course of half an hour 1 ordered the fire 
to cease, and placed the Troops in bivouac. A close rcconnoissancc of 
the place all round was then uudcrtakeu by Captain Thomson, the Chief 
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Engineer, and Captain Peat, of the Bombay Engineers, accompanied Ly 
.Major Garden, the l^eputy Quainter Master Genci;i^l of the Bengal Army, 
supported by a sirou^arty of Her Majesty’s 16th Lancers, acid one from 
Her Majesty’s 13th Light Infantry. On this party a steady fire was kept 
* np, and some casualties occt.rred. Captain Thomson’s report was very 
clear, (he found the fortification equally strong all round,) and as my own 
opinion coincided with his, 1 did not hesitate a moment as tl^ the manner 
in which our approach and attack upon the place sliould be made. Not- 
withstanding the march the jfroogs had perlbrmed in the morning, and 
their having been a considerable time engaged with the enemy, 1 ordered 
the whole to move across the river which runs close under the Port walls, 
in columns to the right and left of the town, and they wcreoplaced in 
position on the North side, on more commanding ground, and securing the 
Cabool road. I had information that a night attack upon the (’amp was 
intended from without. Mahomed Ufzul Khan, the eldest sou of Dost 
Mahomed Khan, had been sent by his father with a strong body of troops 
from Cabool to the brother’s assistance at Ghuznee, and was encamped 
outside the walls, but ftbandoned his position on our approach, keeping 
however at the distance of a few miles from, us. The two rebel chiefs of 
the Ohilzic tribe, men of great influence ; viz. Abdool Ituhman and Gool 
Mahomed IVhan had joined him with 1500 Horse, and also a body of 
about 3000 Ghazccs from Zeiuat, under a mixture of chiefs and moollahs 
carrying banners, and who had been assembled on the cry of d religious 
war. In short, we were in all directions surrounded by enemies, ’riicsc 
last actually came down the hills on the 22d, and attacked the part of 
the Camp occupied by His Majesty Shah Shooja and his own troops, but 
w^erc driven back with considerable loss, and banners taken. 

*' “ At day-light on the 22d, I reconnoitcred Ghuznee in coinpiiny with the 
Chief ICnginccr and the Brigadier Commanding the Artillery, with the 
Adjutant and Quarter Master General of the Bengal Array, for the pur- 
pose of making all arrangements for carrying the place by Storm, and 
these were completed in the course of the day. — Instead of the tedious 
process of breaching, for which we were ill prepared. Captain 'I’homson 
undertook, with the assistance of Captain Peat of the Bombay Engineers, 
Lieutenants Durand and McLeod of the Bengal Engineers, and other 
officers under him, (Captain Thomson,) to blow in the Cabool Gate, (the 
weakest point) with gunpowder, and so mucli fiiith did 1 plice in tjic 
success of this operation, that my plans for the Assault were immediately 
laid down, and the orders given. 

“ The different troops of Horse Artillery, the Camel and Foot Batteries 
moved off their ground at 12 o’clock that night, without the slightest 
noise, as had been directed, and in the most correct manner look up , 
the position assigned them, about 250 yards from the walls. In like man- 
ner, and with the same silence, the Infantry soon after moved from their 
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gFoundi and all were at their post at the proper time. A few minutcH 
before 3 o’clock in th» morning the explosion took place, and proved 
completely sticcessful. Captain Peat of the Bombay Engineers was throw h 
down r'ld stunned by it, but shortly after recovered his senses and feeling. 
On hearing the advance sounded Hy the bu^le, (being the signaj for tlie 
Gate having been blown in,) the Artillery, under the able directions of 
Brigadier Stevenson, ^^pnsisting of Captain Grant’s Troop of Bengal Horse 
Artillery, the Camel Battery under Captain Abbot, both superintended 
by Major Pew, Captains Ma^rtin and C^tgra^e’s Troops of Bombay Horse 
Artillery, and Captain Lloyd’s Battery of Bombay Foot Artillery, all 
opened a terrific fire upon the citadel and ramparts of the Fort, and in 
a certain dfegree paralyzed the enemy. 

“ Under the guidance of Captain Thomson of the Bengal Engineers, the 
Chief i)f the Department, Colonel Dennie, of Her Majesty’s l.'Uh Light 
Infantry, commanding the advance, consisting of the Light Companies 
of Her Majesty’s 2d and l7th Foot, and of the Bengal European Regiment, 
with one company of Her -Majesty’s 13th Light Infantry, proceeded to 
Ihs gate, and, with great difficulty from the rubbish thrown down, and 
the determined opposition (^ered by the enemy, effected an entrance 
and established themselves [within] the gateway, closely followed by 
the M<aiu Column, led in a spirit of great gallantry by Brigadier Sale, to 
whom I had entrusted the important post of commanding the Storm- 
ing •Party, consisting (with the advance above mentioned) of Her 
Majesty’s 2d Foot under Major Carruthers, the Bengal European Regi- 
ment under Lieutenant Colonel Orchard, followed by Her Majesty’s 13th 
Light Infantry under Major Tronson, and Her Majesty's 17th Regiment 
under Lieutenant Colonel Croker. The struggle within the Fort wfts 
desperate for a considerable time. In addition to the heavy fire kept np* 
our troops were assailed by the enemy sword in hand, and with dagger, 
pistols, etc., but British courage, perseverance and fortitude, overcame all 
o])position, and the fire of the enemy in the lower area of the Fort being 
nearly silenced, Brigadier Sale turned towards the Citadel, from which 
could now be seen men abandoning the guns, running in all directions, 
throwing themselves down from immense heights, endeavoring to make 
their escape, and on reaching the gate with Her Majesty's 17th under 
Lieutenant Colonel Croker, follow'ed by the 13th, forced it open; at 5 
o*’|1ock in the morning the Colours of Her Majesty’s 13th and 17th were 
planted on the Citadel of Ghuznee amidst the cheers of all ranks. Instant 
protection was granted to the women found in the Citadel, (among whom 
were those of Mahomed Hyder, the Governor,) and sentries placed over 
the Magazine for its security. Brigadier Sale reports having received 
^muc^ assistance from Captain Kershaw' of Her Majesty’s 13th Light In- 
fantry throughout the whole of the service olf the storming. 

“ Major General Sir Willoughby Cotton executed, in a manner much to 
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ifny sjilisfaclioii, the orders ho had received. The Major General followed 
• closely the Assaulting Party into the Fort witf. the Reserve, namely, 
brigadier Roberts with the only available Regiment of his* Brigade, the 
.‘{5th Native Infantry lender Lieutenant Colonel Montcath, part of Briga- 
dier Safe's Brigade, the 16th l^ativc Infantry under Major MacLaren, and 
dStli Native Infantry under Lieutenant Colonel Wheeler, ^and they im- 
mediately occupied the ramparts, putting down opposition whenever they 
met any, and making prisoners until the place w'as completely in our 
possession. A desultory firp w’at^ kept up ‘in the town long after the 
Citadel was in our hands, from those who had taken shelter in houses, and 
in desperation kept firing on all that approached them. In this way 
several of our men were wounded and some killed, but the* Aggressors 
paid dearly for their bad conduct in not surrendering when the place was 
completely ours. I must not omit to mention, that three companies^ of the 
;{5th Native Infantry under Captain Hay, ordered to the South side of the 
Fort to begin with a false attack, to attract attention to that side, per- 
formed that service at the proper time, and greatly to my satisfaction. 

• “ As w'e were threatened with an attack, for the relief of the garrison I 
ordered the 19th Bombay Native Infantry, ul^de^ the command of Lieute- 
nant Colonel Stalker, to guard the Cabool road, and to be in support of 
the Cavalry Division. 'J'his might have proved an important position to 
occupy, but as it was, no enemy appeared. 

“ The Cavalry Division under Major General Thackw'ell, in addition to 
watching the approach of an enemy, had directions to surround (jhuz- 
nec, and to sweep tho plain, preventing the escape of runaways from the 
garrison. Brigadier Arnold’s Brigade, (the Brigadier himself, I deeply 
regret to say, w.as laboring under very severe illness, having shortly 
nefore burst a blood vessel internally, which rendered it wholly impossi- 
ble for him to mount a horse that day,) consisting of Her Majesty’s ICth 
Lancers under Lieutenant Colonel Persse, (momentarily commanding the 
Brigade, and Major MacDow'ell, the Junior Major of the Regiment, 
the Senior Major of the 16th Lancers, Major Curcton, an officer of grekt 
merit, being actively engaged in the execution of his duties as Assistant 
Adjutant General to the Cavalry Division,) the 2d Cavalry under Major 
Salter, and the 3d under Lieutenant Colonel Smyth, w^ere ordered to watch 
the south and west sides. Brigadier Scott’s Brigade was placed on the 
Cabool road, consisting of H. M.’s 4th Light Dragoons under Maj^or 
Daly, and of the 1st Bombay Cavalry under Lieutenant Colonel Sand- 
with, to watch the north and east sides. This duty was performed 
in a manner greatly to my satisfaction. After the storming and 
that quiet was in some degree restored within, 1 conducted liis 
Majesty Shah Shooja-ool-Moolk, and the British Envoy and Minister. 
Mr. Macnaghten round the Citadel, and a great, part of the Fortress. The 
King was perfectly astonished at our having made ourselves master of a 
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place conceived to be impregnable when defended, in the sliort space of 
two hours, and in less tfian forty-eight hours after woicame before it. His* 
Majesty was of course greatly delighted at the result. When I afterwarefe, 
in the 'ourse of the day, took Mahomed Hyder Khan, the Governor, first ^ 
to the British Minister and then ho the King to make his subnyssipn, 1 
informed ilis^Majesty, that I had made a promise that his life should not 
be touched, and the King in very handsome terms assented, and informed 
Mahomed Hyder in my presence, that although he and his family had 
been rebels, yet he was willing to forgtK and forgive all. 

Prince Mahomed Hyder, the Governor of Ghuzneo, is a prisoner of 
war in my camp, and under the surveillance of Sir Alexander Burucs, 
an arrangAnent very agreeable to the former. 

From Major General Sir Willoughby Cotton, commanding the 1st 
Infantry Division (of the Bengal Army,) I have invariably received the 
strongest support, and on this occasion his exertions were manifest in sup- 
port of the honor of the profession and of our country. 

I have likewise at all times received able assistance from Major 
Gaieral Willshire, commanding the 2d Infantry llivision (of the Bombay 
Army,) which it was found expedient on that day to break up, some 
for the storming party <aiid some for other duties ; the Major (jcncral, as 
directed, was in attendance upon^yselfl 

To Brigadier Sale, I feel deeply indebted for the gallant and soldierlike 
mai ner in which he conducted the responsible and arduous duty entrusted 
to him in command of the storming party, and for the arrangements 
he made in the Citadel, immediately after taking possession of 'it; the 
sabre wound w'hich he received in the face, did Ifot prevent his continuing 
to direct his column, until every thing was secure; and I am happy 
in the opportunity of bringing to your Lordship’s notice, the excellent 
conduct of Brigadier Sale on this occasion. 

Brigadier Stevenson, in the command of the Artillery, was all I could 
wish, and he reports that Brigade Majors Backhouse and Coghlan ajily 
assisted him ; his arrangements were good, and the execution done by the 
arm he commands, was such as cannot be forgotten by those of the 
enemy, who have witnessed and survived it. 

To Brigadier Roberts, to Colonel Dennie (who commanded the Advance,) 
and to tl^ different Officers Commanding Regiments already mentioned, 
assw'ell to the other officers and gallant soldiers under them, who so nobly 
maintained the honor and reputation of our country, my best acknow- 
ledgments are due. 

To Captain Thomson of the Bengal Engineers, the chief of the Depart- 
ment with me, much of the credit of the success of this brilliant coiip- 
de-n»in is due — a place of the same strength, and by such simple means as 
this highly talented and scientific Officer recommended to be tried, has 
perhaps never before been tiikcu; and 1 feel I cannot do sufficient justice 
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to Captain Thomson's merits for bis conduct throughout. In the exocii- 
•tion, he was ably supported by the Officers alrsady mentioned, and so 
cAger were the other Officers of the Engineers of both Presidencies for tlie 
honor of carrying the Powder Bags, that the point could only be decided 
'hy seniority, which shews the^fine feelUig by which they arc animated. 

r must now inform your Lordship, that since I joined the Bengal 
Column in the Valley of Shawl, I have continued n>y march with it in the 
Advance, and it has been my good fortune to have had the assistance 
of two most efficient Staff (?fficer.i, in Major Craigie, Deputy Adjutant 
General, and Major Garden, Deputy Quarter Master General. It is but 
justice to those Officers, that I should state to your Lordship, the high 
satisfaction I have derived from the manner in which all their (i^Jities have 
been performed up to this day, and that I look upon them as promising 
Officers, to fill the higher ranks. To the other Officers of both Depart- 
ments 1 am also much indebted for the correct performance of all duties 
appertaining to their situations. 

To Major Keith, the Deputy Adjutant General, and Major Campbell, 
the Deputy (Quarter Master General of the Bombay Army, and to all the 
other Officers of both Departments under thf^m, my acknowledgments arc 
also due, for the manner in which their duties have been performed during 
this campaign. ^ 

Captain Alexander, commanding the 4th Bengal Local Horse, and Major 
Cunningham, commanding the Poona Auxiliary Horse, with the men 
under their orders, have been of essential service to the Army in this 
campaign. 

The arrangement mad# by Superintending Surgeons Kennedy and Ai- 
kilison previous to the Storming, for affording assistance and comfort to 
Ihe wounded, met with my approval. 

Major Parsons, the Deputy Commissary General, in charge of tlie De- 
partment in the Field, has been unremitting in his attention to keep the 
'IVoops supplied, although much difficulty is experienced, and he is 
occasionally thwarted by the nature of the country and its inhabitants. 

1 have throughout this Service, received the utmost assistance I could 
desire from Lieutenant Colonel Macdonald, my Officiating Military Se- 
cretary, and Deputy Adjutant General of Her Majesty’s Forces, Bombay ; 
from Captain Powell, ray Persian Interpreter, and the other Officers of 
ray Personal Staff. The nature of the couutry in which we are serving 
prevents the possibility of my sending a single Staff* Officer to deliver 
this to your Lordship, otherwise, 1 should have asked* my Aid-de-camp 
Lieutenant Keane, to proceed to Simla to deliver this Dispatch into your 
ham’s, and to have afforded any further information that your Lordship 
could have desired. , <■ 

The brilliant triumph wc have obtained, the cool courage displayed, 
and the gallant bearing of the Troops I have the honor to command, will 
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have langlit such a lesson tO«oui; enemies in the Afghan nation, as will 
make them liereafter respect the name of a British Soldier. 

*'Oar loss is wonderfully small, considering the occasion j the casualti«is 
in kilK I and wounded, amount to about 200. 

'llie loss of the enemy is immense — we lave already buried ^of thciir * 
dead nearly 5^0, together with an immense number of horses. 

I enclose a list of ^he killed, wounded and missing. 1 am happy to 
say, that, although the wounds of some of the Officers are severe, they arc 
all doing well. • • 

it is my intention, after selecting a Garrison for this place, and establish- 
ing a General Hospital, to continue my march to Cabool forthwith. 

• ‘ I have, &c.^ 

John Keane, LieuL General. 


No. 1. 

List of Killed, Wounded and Missing in the Army, under the Command 
of Lieutenant General Sir John Keane, K. C. B., and G. C. IL, in the 
asftault and capture of the Fortress and Citadel of Ghuznee, on the 
2ad July, 1839. • 

frcueral Stall’, — 1 Colonel, I Major wounded. 

3d Troop Bombay Horse Artillery, — 1 Hank and File wi)uu4ed. 

'Ith ditto ditto, — 1 Hank and File and I Horse wounded. 

Lengal Engineers — 3 Rank and File killed, 2 Hank and File wounded, 

1 Rank and File missing. 

Bombay Engineers, — 1 Lieutenant, 1 Hank and File w'ounded. 

2d Bengal Light Infantry, — 1 Rank and File wounded. 

1st Bombay Light Cavalry, — 1 Havildar killed, 5 Hank and File anti 7 
Horses wounded. * 

Her Majesty’s 2d Foot (or Queen’s Royals), — 4 Hank and File killed, 

2 Captains, 4 Lieutenants, 1 Serjeant and 20 Hank and File wounded. 

Her Majesty’s 13th Light Infantry, — 1 Hank and File killed^ 3 Ser- 
geants, and 27 Hank and File w^ounded. 

Her Majesty’s 17th Foot, — 6 Hank and File wounded. 

Bengal European Regiment, — 1 Hank and File killed, 1 Lieutenant 
Colonel, 1 Major, 2 Captains, 4 Lieutenants, 1 Ensign, 1 Serjeant,' 51 
Jiank an j File wounded. 

^lOth Betfgal Native Infantry, — I Havildar, G Hank and File wounded. 

35tb ditto ditto, — 5 Hank and File killed, 1 Havildar, 8 Hank and 
File wounded. 

48th ditto ditto, — 2 Havildars killed, 5 Hank and File wounded. 

Total Killed. — 3 Sergeants or Havildars, 14 Rank and File. 

’Fatal Wounded. — 1 Colonel, 1 Lieutenant-Colonel, 2 Majors, 4 Captains, 
8 Lieutenants, 2 Ensigns, 7 Serjeants or Havildars, 140 Hank and File, 
8 Horses. 



3G 5*TOttMIT^. OF GHUZNl. 

'lotal Mistsing, — J Hank and File. 

• Grand 'I’otal — on 2Ut and 23d of July killed, wounded and missing 

Ollicors and Men, and 16 Horses. 

H. Macdonald, fAeuL Col. Military Secretary, 
and Deputy Adjhtant denial Her Majesty's Forces, Homhay. 


' Wounded. 

Names of Officer^^ KiUnd, WoundeU and Musing, 

General Stafi) — Brigadier Sale, H. M.’a 13th Light Infantry, slightly ; 
Major l^arsons, Deputy Commissary General, ditto. 

Bombay Engineers, —2d LieHt. Marriott, slightly. ^ 

Her Majesty's 2d (or Queen’s Royals), — Captain Raitt, slightly ; Captain 
Robinson, severely; Lieutenant Yonge, ditto; Lieutenant Stisted, slie^htly; 
Adjutant Simmons, ditto ; Quarter Master Hadley, ditto. 

Bengal European Regiment, — Lieutenant Colonel Orchard, slightly ; 
Major Warren, severely; Captain Hay, slightly; Captain Taylor, ditto; 
Lieutenant Broadfoot, ditto ; Lieutenant Haslcwood, severely ; Lieutciufnt 
Fagan, slightly, Lieutenant Magnay, ditto ; Ensign Jacob, ditto. 

R. Macdonald, Lieut. Col. Mililary Secretary, 
and Deputy Adjutant General, H, M, Fwces, Bombay, 


No 2. 

hist of Killed, Wounded, and Missing in the Army under the command 
of Lieutenant General Sir John Keane before Ghuznee, on the 21st July 
^ f 339. 

*’2d 'rroop Bengal Horse Artillery, — 3 Horses wounded. 

3d ditto Bombay ditto ditto, — 2 Rank and File, 2 Horses wounded, 
dth ditto ditto ditto ditto, — 1 Horse killed. 

2d Regiment Bengal Cavalry, — 1 Horse killed, 1 Rank and File wounded. 
4th Bengal Local Horse,— 1 Rank and File, and I Horse missing. 

Her Majesty's 13th Light Infantry, — 1 Rank and File killed. 

Kith Bengal Native Infantry,—! Captain wounded. 

48th ditto ditto ditto, — 1 Lieutenant, and 2 Rank and File wounded. 
Tottd killed, 1 Rank and File and 2 Horses. ^ 

Total wounded, 1 Captain, 1 Lieutenant, 5 Rank and File, and 6 Horse'S, 
'lotal missing, 1 Rank and File and 1 Horse. 

Names of Officers Wounded. 

( aj)tam (iraves, 16th Bengal Native Infantry, severely. 

LiiMileiittiit Vanhomrigh, 48ih Bengal Native Infantry, slightly. 

R. Macdonald, Lieut. Col. Military Seer eta} y, 
a}id Deputy Adjutant General II. M. Foncs, Bombay. 
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*T}ie foregoing description of the storming of Ghuzni would not be per- 
fect iinaccompiuiicd by <hc Reports of the Engineer afficers employed on' 
.tlie primary operations. They are therefore subjoined, and will be founJ, 
by the ^.rofessional reader, serviceable and instructive. 

# 

Memoranda the Engineers' operations before Ghuznec^ in Juhj 1839, hg Cap- 
* tains Thomson and Peat. 

“ The accounts of the Fortress of Ghiznec% received from those who had 
seen it, were such as to induce His Excellency the Commander-iii-Chief to 
leave in Kandahar the very small battering train then with the Army, 
there hein^ a scarcity of transport cattle. The place was described as very 
weak, and completely commanded from a range of hills to the north. 

When we came before it on the morning of the 21st July, we were very 
much surprised to find a high rampart in good repair, built on a scarped 
mound about 35 feet high. Hanked by numerous towers, and surrounded by 
a fausse-braye and wet ditch. The irregular figure of the << enceinte" 
gave a good flanking fire, whilst the height of the citadel covered the in- 
terior from the commanding fire of the hills to the north, rendering it 
nugatory. In addition to this, the towers, at the angles, had been enlarg- 
ed, screen walls had been built before the gates, the ditch cleared out and 
filled with water, stated to be unfordable, and an outwork built on the 
right bank of the river, so as to command the bed of it. 

*'The Garrison was variously stated from 3 to 1000 strong, including 
500 Cavalry, and from subsequent information, we found that it had not 
been overrated. 

“ On the approach of the Army, a fire of Artillery was opened from tliq 
body of the place, and of musketry from the neighbouring gardens. A 
detachment of Infantry cleared the latter, and the former was silenced for 
a short time by shrapnclls from the Horse Artillery, but the fire from the 
new outwork on the bank of the river w'as in no way checked. A nearer 
view of the w'orks was, however, obtained from the gardens which had been 
cleared. This was not at all satisfactory. The works were evidently much 
stronger than we had been led to expect, and such as our Army could not 
venture to attack in a regular manner. We had no battering train, and to 
besiege G|^uznee in form, a much larger one would be required than the 
AAny ever possessed. The great command of the parapets, from sixty to 
seventy feet, with the wet ditch, were unsurmountablc obstacles to an at- 
tack, either by mining or escalading. 

“ It therefore became necessary to examine closely the whole contour' 
<if the place, to discover if any other mode of attack could be adopted. 
• riic Engineers with an escort went round the works, approaching as near 
as they could find cover. The Garrison were on the alert, and kept up a 
hot and well regulated fire upon the oflic&s, whenever they were obliged 
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to shew themselves. However, by keeping the Infantry beyond musket 
irange, and the Cavalry at a still greater distaiKie, only one man was 
k^Icll, and another wounded ; the former being hit by men seht out of the 
^placc to drive off the reconnoitring party. 

Thcrfortihcations were found equally strong all round, the only tangible 
point observed being the Cabool gateway,^ which offered the^ following ad- 
vantages for a ‘ coup-dc-main* The road to the gfiV*. was clear, the bridge 
over the ditch unbroken, there were good positions for the Artillery with- 
in 300 yards of the walls on oboth*Vtides of the road, and we had informa- 
tion that the gateway was not built up, a reinforcement from Cabool be- 
ing expected. 

The result of this rcconnoissance, was a report to His O^xcellency 
the Commander-iu-Chief, that if he decided upon the immediate attack 
of Ghuznee, the only feasible mode of proceeding, and the only one 
which held out a prospect of success, was a dash at the Cabool gateway, 
blowing the gate open by bags of j)owder. 

** His Excellency decided upon the attempt; the camp was moved that 
evening to the Cabool road, and the next morning, the 22d, Sir John 
Keane, in person reconnoitred the proposed point of attack, approved 
of the plaiij arid gave orders for its execution. Preparations were made 
accordingly, positions for the Artillery were carefully examined, which ex- 
cited the jealousy of the Garrison, who opened a smart lire upon the party. 

“ It was arranged that an explosion party, consisting of three ofllcers of 
Engineers, Captain Peat, Lieutenants Durtind and McLeod, 3 Serjeants, 
and 18 men of the Sappers in working dresses, carrying 300 lbs. of powder 
in 12 sand bags, with a hose 72 feet long, should be ready to move down 
to* the gateway at day-break. 

“ At midnight the first Battery left Camp, followed by the other four, 
at intervals of half an hour. Those to the right of the road were con- 
ducted to their positions by Lieutcn«ant Sturt, those to the left by Lieute- 
nant Anderson. The ground for the guns was prepared by the Sappers 
and Pioneers, taking advantage of the irregularities of the ground to 
the right, and of some old garden walls to the left. 

** The* Artillery was all in position, and ready by 3 a. m. of the 23d, and 
shortly after, at the first dawn, the Party under Captain Peat moved down 
to the gateway, accompanied by six men of H. M. 13th Ligli^t Infantry, 
without their belts, and supported by a detachment of the same Rcgim«i.it, 
which extended to the, right and left of the road, when they arrived at 
the ditch, taking advantage of what cover they could find, and endeavour- 
ing to keep down the fire from the ramparts, which became heavy on 
the approach of the party, though it had been remarkably slack during 
the previous operations. Blue Jigbts were shewn, which rendered sur-' 
rounding objects distinctly visible, but luckily they w ere burned on the 
top of the parapet instead of bAng thrown into the passage below. 
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* Tbc explosion party marched steadily on, headed by Lieutenant 
Durand ; the powder Afas placed, the hose laid, the* train fired, and the' 
carrying pafty had retired to tolerable cover in less tliaii two minutes. 
The Ar'Ulcry opened when the iJiue lights^ appeared, and the musketry^ 
from the covering party at the same time. So quickly w'as the (^cr/ation 
performed, aijd so little was the enemy aware of the nature of it, that not 
a mail of the party wi^ hurt. 

“ As soon as the explosion took place, Captain Peat, although hurt by^ 
the concussion, his anxiety preventing %ina f«om keeping sufficiently under 
cover, ran up to the gate accompanied by a small party of H. M, 13th L. L, 
and ascertained that it was completely destroyed. 'Iliere was some delay in 
getting a Bigler to sound the advance, the signal agreed on for the assault- 
ing column to push on, and this wa3 the only mistake in the operation. 

“The assaulting column, consisting of 4 European Regiments (H. M. 2nd 
Regiment, Bengal European Regiment, H. M. 13th L. I. and H. M. ITth 
Rcgimcntf) commanded by Brigadier Sale, the advance under Lieut, Col. 
Dennie, accompanied by Lieut. Sturt, Engineers, moved steadily through 
thcj gateway,- through a passage inside the gateway, in a domed building, 
which opening on one side, •rendered every thing very obscure, and ren- 
dered it diflicult to (ind the outlet into the town. They met with little 
opposition ; but a party of the enemy seeing a break in the cofumn, owing 
to the diffieulty in scrambling over the rubbish in the gateway, made a 
rusl*, i word in hand, and cut down a good many men, woundiug tlie Bri- 
gadier and several other officers. These swordsmen were repulsed, and 
there was no more regular opposition; the surprise and alarm of the Go- 
vernor and Sirdars being so great when they saw the column occupying 
the open space inside the gate and firing upon them, that they fled, accoiy- 
paiiicd by their men, even the Garrison of the citadel following thdil ex- 
ample. Parties of the Aftghaus took refuge in the houses, firing on the 
column as it made its way through the streets, and a good deal of desul- 
tory fighting took place in consequence, by which some loss w'as sustainjed. 
The citadel was occupied as soon as day-light shewed that it had been 
abandoned by the enemy, and the whole of the works were in our posses- 
sion before 5 a. m. 

“We lost 17 men, 6 Europeans and 11 Natives, killed; — 18 Officers and 
117 Euroj^ans and 30 Natives w'ounded, total 182. Of the Aflghans more 
th%n .514 were killed in the town, that number of bodies having been buri- 
ed, and about 100 outside by the Cavalry; 1600 prisoners were taken, but 
1 have no means of estimating the number of wounded. 

“ There were nine guns of different calibres found in the place, a large 
quantity of good powder, considerable stores of shot, lead, &c. &c. and u 
•largtt supply of alta and other provisioi^” Geo. Thomson, CapL Evgrs, 

Chief Emjr, Army of the huUis, 
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“ During the rccoiinoissance the wall pieces were p.ivticularly trouble- 
*Sorae. This weapon* is almost unknown in our tervice, but it is a very 
cfiicicnt one, especially in the defence of works, and its use snould not be 
neglected. Every fortified post should be supplied with a proportion of them, 
and a ccytain number of men in every Regiment practised in firing them. 

“ The charge recommended by Col. Pasley for blowing open gates, is from 
GO to 120 lbs. and this is doubtless sufficient in ordinary cases ; but in this 
instance we were apprehensive that the enemy might have taken alarm at 
our being so much on that side of the place, and in consequence partially 
or wholly built up the gateway. It was afterwards found that some 
attempts of the kind had been made by propping up the gate with beams. 

“ The charge was so heavy, that it not only destroyed this gate, but 
brought down a considerable portion of the roof of the square building in 
which it was placed, which proved a very considerable obstacle lo the 
assaulting column, and the concussion acted as far as the tower under 
which an officer’s party of H. M. 13th Regiment were standing at the time, 
hut without occasioning any casualties. In cases of this nature, it is of 
course the first object to guard against any chance of failure, and it is irm- 
possiblc even now to say, how much the chai'ge might have been reduced 
with safety. 

“ The enemy appeared so much on the alert, and the fausse-brayc was 
80 much in advance of the gate, that w'e never contemplated being able 
to effect our object by surprise. The only question was, whether it ought 
to be done by day or night. It was argued in favor of the former, that 
the Artillery w'ould be able to make so much more correct practice, 
that the defences would be in a considerable degree destroyed, and the 
(hcc so completely kept under, as to enable the explosion party to advance 
mtVibut little loss, and with the advantage of being able to sec exact- 
ly what they were about. Captain Thomson, however, adhered to the lat- 
ter, and we were afterwards convinced it was the most judicious plan ; for 
although the fire of the Artillery was necessarily more general than it 
would have been in daylight, still it was so well directed as to take up a 
good deal of the attention of the besieged, and draw upon their batteries 
a portion of the fire which in daylight would have been thrown upon the 
explosion party and assaulting columns. It would also even in day- 
light have been difficult with our light Artillery to have kept^ down the 
fire so completely,' but that a few matchlock men might have kept tkiir 
position near the gateway, and in that narrow space a smart fire from 
a few pieces might have obliged the party to retire. The obscurity of the 
night, to say nothing of the confusion which it must occasion among 
undisci j)lined troops, is certainly the best protection to a body of men 
engaged in an enterprise of th^ nature. Blue lights certainly render 
objects distinctly visible, but their light is glaring and uncertain, especial- 
ly to men firing through loopholes. 
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The party of II. M. 13th consisted of 18 Odicers ; 28 Serjeants : 7 Bug- 
lers ; and 276 Rank and J^’ile. 

It was made of this strength not only to keep up a heavy fire upon th^ 
parapets, and thereby divert attention from the party at the gateway, but 
also because we were not aw'are w'lyether thetfausse-braye was occupied or 
not, and as it extends so much in advance as to take the gate coifipletely 
ill reverse, it ^ ould have been necessary, had a fire opened from it, to have 
carried it by assault before the party with the bags could have advanced. 
'I'he party with Lieutenant durand was^accompanied by G men of the 13th* 
without their belts, the better to secure them from observation and to protect 
them from any sortie that might be made from the postern of the faussc- 
lirayc on tije right, or even from the gate itself, while another party under 
an officer, Lieutenant Jennings, accompanied me as far as the tower so as 
to check any attempts that might have been made from the fausse-brayc on 
the left, and at the same time keeping up a fire on such of the enemy as 
shewed their heads above the parapet ; of this party one man was killed 
and a few wounded. 

“.Nothing could have been more gallant than thc^conduct of Lieutenants 
Durand and McLeod, and the neu under their command, or more efficient 
than the manner in which they executed their duty, 

“ 'The powder being in sand bags, of a very coarse open tcxkive, a long 
hose and port fire was thought to be the safest method of firing it. 'rhe 
end ef the hose fortunately just reached the small postern. The casual- 
tie.s during this operation were much fewer than was expected, being in all 
) private killed, 2 Serjeants, and 23 Hank and File wounded. 

“The heaviest fire was certainly outside the bridge, for the enemy near 
the gateway being marked whenever they attempted to shew their heads 
above the parapet, were obliged to confine themselves to the loop-holes,^ 
the range from which is very uncertain and limited against men moving 
about. A high loop-holed w^all, although imposing in appearance, is a 
profile but ill adapted to resist attJicks of this nature. 

“The enemy were perfectly aware that wo were in the gateway, but 
appeared to have no idea of the nature of our operations. Had they been 
so, they might easily have rendered it impossible to place the powder bags 
by throwing over blue lights, of which they had a large quantity in store. 
The powder pots and other fire-works so much used by the natives of 
Ifi^doostaft, would certainly have rendered the confined space leading to 
the gate much too hot for such an operation, but the ignorance of the be- 
sieged was known and calculated upon, — the result shews how justly. 

“ Their attempts at resistance were confined to the fire from the loop- 
holes, and throwing over large pieces of earth, some of which appeared to 
•be intended to knock off the port fire. 

“ I on this occasion received an excellent lesson on the necessity of not 
allowing preconceived opinions to lead to any carelessness, in accurately as- 

Q 
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certaining the result of any operation of this luaturc. The gateway appe^r- 
,ed, from what I had seen from the hills to the noj^th, to lead straight into 
t^ie town, and on running in to examine it after the explosion, I was so 
much impressed with this idea, and so much convinced of the probability of- 
the gateway having been bloC^ked up cjjuring the day, that I was led to be- 
lieve that it had actaally*been done from seeing in front of the gate that had 
been destroyed the outline of an arch filled up with brick 'nSasonry. The 
true entrance turned to the right and would have been discovered by ad- 
vancing a few paces, and that in perfect safetv, for the interior was secure 
from all fire. Lieutenant Durand, on first going up, saw through the 
chinks of the gate, that there was a light and a guard immediately behind 
it, and from that circumstance w'as convinced, that no interior (obstacles of 
importance existed. 

“ My mistake therefore was luckily immediately corrected without any 
bad consequence resulting. 

“ A party of Sappers wdth felling axes, and commanded by Lieutenant 
Wemyss, and two scaling ladders in charge of Lieutenant Pigou accom- 
panied the assaulting column. , 

“ Of 10 linginccr Officers engaged in this jitlack, only one, Lieutenant 
Marriot, was slightly wounded. Captain 'I'horason, however, had a very 
narrow csci.pc, having been thrown down by a rush of some swordsmen 
into the gateway, and nearly sabred w]iilc upon the ground.” 

(Signed) A. G. Peat, Captainy 

Bombay Enyinvers. 

It is not the purpose of this work to discuss the merits of the many 

S crsonal and political questions which arose out of the suppressions in 
espatches, or the course of minor proceedings following imi)ortant ope- 
rations, or much might here be said in reprobation of the manner in which 
the names of Colonel Dennic and Brigadier Roberts were slurred over 
by Sir John Keane. The former officer led the storming party, and most 
gallantly maintained his ground in the midst of darkness and surrounded 
by numberless desperate foes, until the column under Brigadier Sale could 
force an entrance. -To Brigadier Roberts is due the credit of having 
captured Hyder Khan, the Governor of the fortress and son of the Ameer 
Dost Mahomed Khan, an event of great importance, but which has 
never yet, as far as the writer of this has seen, been described with the 
minuteness it deser^^es. It appears that after Brigadier Sale, who had 
been wounded at the gate of Ghuzni, had retired to his tent, the com- 
mand '>f the fortress devolved on Brigadier Roberts. When the Briga- 
dier had placed guards on the niftnerous prisoners taken in the conflict, 
(some fifteen or sixteen hundred,) and arranged for the protection of 
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the women and children, he directed his attention to the means of 
securing the chief. Tlie prisoners had declared that Hyder Khan had’ 
• escaped, and that his capture was now impossible. Brigadier Roberts, 
howevei, soon after assuming the command of the fort, had seen a very 
fine looking horse, richly caparisoned, with a handsome brace of pistols 
in the holstefs, which he was requested to allow to be sent out of the 
fort, the request being accompanied by the assurance that all should be 
brought before the Prize Committee. l''he i;pquest was refused, although* 
preferred by an officer who wished to purchase the lot, and the Briga- 
tlicr suspecting that the horse was the property of the Governor of the 
fort, directed Captain A. Tayler of the European Regt., his Major of 
Brigade, to tj>ke a company of Infantry to the house where the horse 
had been found, and to search it. Captain Tayler, accompanied by Cap- 
tain George Maegregor, assistant to the Envoy, did so, and the result was 
that Hyder Khan surrendered, after the officers had sworn in the name of 
thu Saviour that the lives of the prisoners would*be spared. It should 
be added, that the oath war* exacted by Hyder Khan, who would other- 
wise, with his party, have died sword in hand. The Commander-in- 
f/hief was delighted with tlic success of Brigadier Robertses scheme; 
but, as shewn above, he had not the grace to make any especial ac- 
knowledgment of his services in the matter. 

licaving the IGth Regt. ^N. I., a sinall proportion of Artillery, and 
some Irregular Cavalry to garrison Ghuzni, the Army moved on to- 
wards Cabul ; the Nuwab Juhbul Khan, brother of Dost Mahomed, 
Jiaving previously visited the fortress with overtures from Dost Mahomed* 
which however ended in nothing. 

The Army had not proceeded more than three marches from Ghuzni, 
when authentic accounts reached the Camp, that Dost Mahomed, finding 
it impossible to rely upon his troops, had hastily abandohed his guns, 
which were in position at Arghundec, and fled towards Bamcean. His 
capture being a matter of great importance, it was resolved to imme- 
diately despatch a small body in pursuit of him. To Captain Outram, 
W 44 S entrusted the execution of this difficult task, and the better to 
ensure success, Hadjec Khan Kakur, the chieftain who had joined Shall 
Soojah’s camp near Candahar, was appointed to accompany him with 
2000 of the Shah*s AfFghans, Tlie history of the pursuit is related 
with great spirit and fidelity in Captain Outram’s narrative, which will he 
foun*d in the Appendix to this volume, (No. I.) Its failure evidently 
arose from- the treasonous part played by the Hadjce, who either feared 
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to encounter Dost Mahomed, or was still secretly in the interest of tlie 
‘Ameer. * * 

Following the chronological order of events, we must now turn to 
» the operations of Colonel Wade, who with Shah Soojah's son, had, as 
before Aientioned, proceeded to Peshawur to march towards Cabul, when 
intelligence should reach liim of the advance of the British force from 
Candahar. Colonel Wade had advanced as far as Jumrood upon the 
20th of July, when he received advice? of the movement of the force. 
He accordingly commenced preparations for making his way through the 
Khyber Pass, a formidable series of defiles overhung by lofty, rocky 
hills, from which an opposing enemy can offer the most forniidable ob- 
structions to an advance. Hut we will let Major Hough describe it : — 

I 

“The Khyber Pfiss is about twenty-eight miles in extent. From the 
entrance on the Peshawur side it is seven miles to Ali Musjid, from which 
it is two miles to Lalabeg Ghurrec, a valley which is about six miles long 
and one and a quarter broad ; hence is the Pass of Lundeekhana ;• in 
fact, excepting the valley, the rest of the Pass, or for twenty-two miles, 
can be commanded by jingals (wall pieces) or even by the mountain rifle 
(juszail) fired with a rest, and in many places by the common musket. 
'Hie road being stony, the movements of troops with guns is necessarily 
slow. The first four miles, after the entrance to the Pass, the road is con- 
tracted, and the hills on each side, are nearly perpendicular ; to the left, 
two miles up the Pass, there is a road which leads up to the top of the 
hills. It widens after the third mile, but still the road is exposed to a 
fire from either side. At about five and a half miles is the town of Jaghir 
on the right, which could fire on any enemy moving by either road. 
From the town, Ali Musjid is one and a half mile ; on the left is the range 
of hills by which you move up to the fort ; on the right is the hill which 
rui|LS parallel to, and which is commanded by, the fort. 

“ 'Hie range of hills to the left leads to the cantonment of the Khy- 
berees ; that of Choorah is about eight miles from the fort ; that of Teerah 
seven or eight marches off*. The town of Jaghir was filled with the 
enemy. The fort contained a considerable garrison. There were breast- 
works throvm up on the hills, so that it was necessary to^move on 
slowly, and at each halt to stockade the troops, as well as to protect the 
position ; and the left w'as the point which required the utmost vigilance.” 

Colonel Wade had taken the precaution to buy over the Khyberees 
between Peshawur and the entrance to the main roads leading through 
the Pass, while Shah Soojah’s emissaries had secured the neutrality,, if ‘ 
not the aid, of the tribes beyond Alee Musjccd. But for the seven 
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imles between his position and that fortress. Colonel Wade knew that 
he would have to encoitnter the opposition of the Khyberees, supported ’ 
by Mahomed Ukhbar Khan, Dost Mahomed’s son; who with 2500 men 
and 14 guns, occupied a post near the hetid of the Khyber Pass, con- 
tiguous to Jellallabad. On the 22d July, the Colonel moved tbrward, 
stockading a5 he w^ent. Every inch of his route was disputed by the 
enemy, but the gallantry and steadiness of the troops enabled him to 
make good his way to Alefe Musjeedf of lyhich, on the 27th July, ho * 
was enabled to take possession, the enemy having evacuated it and 
fled. Beyond this point, no opposition was encountered. Colonel 
Wade ma(fb a halt, to give time for the troops under Sir John Keane to 
push upward from Ghuzni, and for himself to arrange with the Khyber 
chiefs "for the permanent opening of the Pass to travellers, convoys, 
caravans, and the dawk (letter post) to and from India. He then 
resumed his march, and on the September 18311, reached Cabul with 
thc.Shahzada. • 

On the 6th of August th? Army reached Cabul, and on the 7th, the 
Shah made his triumphal entry into the capital. 'Hie event is described 
in tlic annexed extract of a letter from Sir John Keane to llord Auck- 
land.: — 


Extract of a Letter from His Excellency Lieutenant General Sir John 
Keane, K, C, B, and G, C, IL, dated Head Quarters, Camp Cahool, 
Slh August, 1839. • 

“ It gives me infinite pleasure to be able to address my despatch to your* 
Lordship from the capital, the vicinity of which, His Majesty Shah Shooja, 
ool-Moolk and the Army under my command, reached the day before 
yesterday. Jhe King entered his capital yesterday afternoon, accom- 
panied by the British Envoy and Minister and the gentlemen of the 
mission, and by myself, the Generals and Staff Oniccrs of this Army, 
and escorted by a squadron of Her Majesty’s 4th Light Dragoons, and one 
of Her Majesty’s 16th Lancers, with Captain Martin’s Troop of Horse 
Artillery. His Majesty had expressed a wish that British troops should be 
pfqgent on the occasion, and a very small party only of his own llindos- 
tanee and All'ghan troops. After the animating scene of traversing the 
streets and reaching the palace in the Balia .Ilissar, a royal salute was 
fired, and an additional salvo in the Affghan style, from small guns resem- 
bling wall pieces, named jingalls, and carried on camels. We heartily^ 
^ongijjitulated His Majesty on being in possession of the throne and king- 
dom of his ancestors, and upon the overthrow of his enemies, and after 
taking leave of His Majesty, wc returned to our camp. 
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** I trust wc have thus accomplished all the objects which your Lord- 
* ship had in contemplation, when you planned and formed the Army of the 
/ndus, and the expedition into Altghanistan. 

** The conduct of the Arijjy, both European and Native, which your 
Lordship did me the honor to place under my orders, has been admirable 
throughout, and notwithstanding the severe marching and pjjivationa they 
have gone through, their appearance and discipline have suil'cred nothing, 
, and the opportunity alTordcd them at Ghuznee,. of meeting and conquering 
their enemy, has added greatly to ^heir good spirits. 

The joint despatch addressed by Mr. Macnaghten and myself to 
your Lordship on the 3d instant from Shikarbad, will have informed you, 
that at the moment we had made every preparation to attdek (on the 
following day) Dost Mahommed Khan, in his position at Urghundee, 
where, after his son Mahommed Akhbar had joined him from Jelhilabad, 
he had an army amounting to 13,000 men, well armed and appointed, and 
30 pieces of artillery, we suddenly learnt that he abandoned them all, 
and fled with a party ^of horsemen on the road to Bameean, leaving his 
guns in position as he had placed them to receive our att.ack. 

“ It appears, that a great part of his armyy which was hourly becoming 
disorganized, refused to stand by him in the position, to receive our at- 
tack, and that it soon became in a state of dissolution. The great bulk 
immediately came Over to Shah Shooja, tendering their allegiance, and I 
believe His Majesty will take most of them into his pay. 

** It seems that the news of the quick and determined manner in 
which wc took their stronghold, Ghuznee, had such an effect upon the 
population of Cabool, and perhaps also upon the enemy’s army, that 
Dust Mahommed, from that moment began to lose hope of retaining his 
rule for even a short time longer, and sent off his family and valuable 
))ropcrty towards Bameean, but marched out of Cabool with his army and 
artillery, keeping a bold front towards us until the evening of the 2d, 
when all his hopes w^ere at an end by a division in his ow'n camp, and one 
part of his army abandoning him. So precipitate was his flight, that he 
left in position his guns, with their ammunition and waggons, and the 
greater part of their cattle by which they w^ere drawn. Major Cureton, of 
Her Majesty’s Kith Ltancers, with liis party of 200 men, pushed forward 
on the 3d, and took possession of those guns, etc. There were twenty- 
three brass guns in position and loaded, two more at a little distance 
which they attempted to take away, and since then, three more abandon- 
ed still further ofl* on the Bameean ro«id — thus, leaving in our possession 
I twenty-eight pieces of camion, with all the material belonging to them, 
which arc now handed over to Shah Shooja-ool-Moolk.” 

The King took up his residence in the Balk Hissar, or Citadel of the 
capital ; tlu’ troops were disposed in the neighbourhood, and prepara- 
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li^Tis were immediately made for consolidating the authority which had 
thus been re-acquired.^ One of the first mftisurqp was to despatch 
Captain Outram, after his return from the unsuccessful pursuit of Dosi 
Mahomxi Khan* to the Ghilzie country, lying between Ghuzni and 
Candahar, in order to tranquillize ^the disaffected, and induce th^r sub- 
mission to tl]p King. This duty Captain Outram performed success- 
fully and satisfactorily* He captured many of the refractory destroyed 
their fortresses, displaced ^chieftains, substituting persons in the in- 
terest of Shall Soojah, and recovcrecT a (Jiantity of the property in 
camels, etc., abstracted from the British troops during their marcli from 
Candaliar. 0 The next measure of the King's was, to hold a Durbar, 
and to confer the Dooranec order of Knighthood on all those officers 
who hjid distinguished themselves on the inarch from India. The third 
was. to depute Major General (now Sir Thomas) WiJlshirc, with the 
returning Bombay Column, to ])unish the chief of Khelat, who while 
professing friendsliip for the British Government, and negociating a 
tredty with its representatives, liad instigated the tribes in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Bolau PassJ to plunder the Army of the Indus during 
its march. The manner in which this service was performed, set forth 
in the following dispatch from General Willshire, written on the 14th 
DecAnber 1839: — 


To THE Right Hon. Lord AUCKLAND, G. C. B. 

1 

iiovernur (ieney al of India j tj-t*. t5*c. 

“ My Lord, — In obedience to the joint instructions furnished me by His 
Excellency the Commauder-in-Chief of the Army of the Indus, and the 
Envoy and Minister to His Majesty Shah Shooja, under date Cabool, the 
17th September 1839, deputing to me the duty of deposing Mchrab Khau 
of Khelat, in consequence of the avowed hostility of that Chief to the Bri- 
tish nation, during the present campaign, I have the honor to report that 
on my arrival at Quetta on the 31st ultimo, 1 communicated with Captain 
Bean, the l^olitical Agent in Shawl, and arranged with him the best means 
of giving effect to the orders I had received. 


" Harijee Khan Kakur was rewarded for his double treason, by being placed in close coiifine- 
*Ynent \*ith a strong guard over him. 

t Amongst these, were a party who had murdered Colonel Herring of the 37th Bengal Native 
Infantry, on his way from Candahar with a treasure party. 
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** In consequence of the want of public carriage, and the limited quantity 

Two Guns Bombay of CoftiinUsarlat supplies at ^Quetta, as well as the 
rFour”}iznr*shS '’3 reported want of forage on the route to Khelat, I was 

Twz^^iiSias Local obliged to despatch to Cutch Gundava the whole of the 

Queen’^ Ro ais ^ Cavalry a/i'd the greater portion of the Artillery, taking 

II. M.’s 17th Regt. with me only the Troops noted in the margin, leaving 

31st Bengal N. L ^ i • ^ i. . 

Bombay Engineers. Quetta on the .3rd instant. 

“ During the march the communications received from Mehrab Khan ivcrc 
' so far from acceding to the terms differed, that he threatened resistance if 
the Troops approached his capital. I therefore proceeded and arrived at the 
village of Giran'ee, within 8 miles of Khelat, on the 1 2th instant. 

“ Marching from hence the following morning, a body of hor^e were per- 
ceived on the right of the road, which commenced firing on the advanced 
guard, commanded by Major Pennycuick 11. M.’s I7th Regiment, as the 
column advanced ; and skirmishing between them continued until we came 
in sight of Khelat, rather less than a mile distant. 

“ I now discovered that three heights on the N. W. face of the fort, and 
parallel to the North were covered with Infantry, with five guns in posi- 
tion, protected by small parapet walls. 

** Captain Peat, Chief Engineer, immediately reconnoitred, and having re- 
ported thatc nothing could be done until those heights were in onr posses- 
sion, I decided at once on storming them simultaneously, and if practicable, 
entering the fort with the fugitives, as the gate in the Northern face was 
occcasionally opened to keep up the communication between the fort and the 
heights. 

“ To eflect this object, 1 detached a Company from each of the European 
H';gimcnts from the advanced guard, with Major Pennycuick, II. M. 17th 
.Regiment, for the purpose of occupying the gardens and enclosures to the 
North-East of the town, and two more Companies in the plain, midw'ay 
between them and the column ; at the same time 1 ordered three columns 
of attack to be formed, composed of four Companies from each Corps, un- 
der their respective Commanding Officers, Major Carruthers of the Queen’s, 
Lieut. Colonel Croker H. M. I7th Regiment, and Major Western 31st 
Bengal N. I., the whole under the command of Brigadier Baumgardt ; the 
remainder of the Regiments forming three columns of reserve under my 
owm direction to move in support. 

** A hill being allotted to each column, Brigadier Stevenson cdinmandhig 
the Artillery, moved quickly forward in front, towards the base of the 
heights, and when, within the required range, opened a fire upon the 
Infantry and guns, under cover of which the columns moved steadily on, 
and commenced the ascent for the purpose of carrying the heights exposed 
to the fire of the enemy’s guns, which bad commenced while the columns 
of attack were forming. 

** Before the columns reached their respective summits of the hills, the 
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c*mimy overpowered by the superior and well-directed fife of our Artillery, 
htul abandoned them, attempting to carry off their g^ns, but which they 
were unable Ho do ; at this moment it appearing to me the opportunity 
offered '’or the troops to get in with the fi^iiivcs, and if possible, gain 
possession of the gate of the fortroes, I despatched orders to the Queen's 
Royals and M. 17th Regiment to make a rush from the heights for that 
purpose, following myself to the summit of the nearest to observe the 
result ; at this moment, the four Companies on my left, which had been 
detached to the gardens ancf plains, seeing the chance that offered of en- 
tering the fort, moved rapidly forward from their respective points lo- 
ivards the gateway, under a heavy and well-directed fire from the walls of 
the fort an<> citadel, which were thronged by the enemy. 

“ The gate having been closed before the troops moving towards it could 
cdcct Uui desired object, and the Garrison strengthened by tlic enemy 
driven from the li eights, they were compelled to cover themselves as far as 
practicable behind some walls and ruined buildings to the right and left of 
it, while llrigadier Stevenson, having ascended the heights with the Artil- 
Icryj opened two guns under the command of Lieut. *t''oster, Bombay Horse 
Artillery, upon the defences Above its gates and vicinity, while the fire of 
two others cominandod by Lieutenant Cooper, Shah’s Artilici’y, was direct- 
ed against the gate itself, the remaining two with Lieutenant tfreed being 
sent round to the road on the left, leading direct up to the gate, and when 
within two hundred yards, commenced a fire, for the purpose of blowing 
it open, and after a few rounds they succeeded in knocking in one-half 
of it ; on observing this I rode down the hill towards the gate, pointing to 
it, thereby announcing to the troops it was OjiCii ; they instantly rose from 
their cover, and rushed in ; those under the command of Major Pcmiycuiciv 
being the nearest were tlie first to gain the gate, headed by that Officer; * 
the whole of the storming column from the three Regiments rapidly fol- 
lowing and gaining an entrance as quickly as it was possible to do so, 
under a heavy fire from the works and from the interior, the enemy mak- 
ing a most gallant and determined resistance, disputing every inch of 
ground up to the w'alla of the inner citadel. 

“ At this time, I directed the reserve columns to be brouglit near the gale, 
and detached one company of the 17th Regiment under Captain Darby, to 
the VVesterg side of the fort, followed by a portion of the .’list Bengal Na- 
tivc%Infantry, commanded by Major Weston, conducted by Captain Out- 
ram, acting as my extra Aide-de-Camp, for the purpose of securing the 
heights under which the Southern angle is situated, and intercepting any 
of the Garrison escaping from that side. Having driven off the eiiem}' 
from the heights above, the united detachments then descended to the gate 
Af the«fort below, and forced it open before the Garrison (who closed it as 
they saw the troops approach) had time to secure it. 

** When the party was detached by the Western face, I also sent two coin- 
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panics from the reserve of tjie 17th under Major Dcshon, and two pfuns^of 
.the Shall ’s Artillery, under the command of Lieutenant Creed, Bombay 
Artillery, by the Eastern to the Southern face, for the purpose of blowing 
open the gate above alluded to, bad it been necessary, as well as the gate 
of the inner citadel, the Infantry joining the other detachments making 
their way through the town in the direction of the citadel. 

After some delay, the troops that held possessio^i of the town, at length 
succeeded in forcing an entrance into the citadel, where a desperate resis- 
tance was made by MehrabiKhaw at the hctLd of his people, he himself 
with many of his Chiefs being killed sword in hand ; several others, how- 
ever, kept up a fire upon our troops from detached buildings diflicult of 
access, and it was not until late in the afternoon, that those wmo survived 
were induced to give themselves up on a promise of their lives being spared. 

“ From every account, I have reason to believe, the Garrison consisted 
of upwards of 2000 fighting men, and that the son of Mehrab Khan had 
been expected to join him from Nowsky with a further reinforcement. 
The enclosed return will shew the strength of the force under my command 
present at the capture.*' 

“ The defences of the fort, as in the case, of Ghuznee, far exceeded in 
strength, what 1 had been led to suppose from previous report; and the 
towering height of the inner citadel was most formidable, both in appear- 
ance and reality. 

“ I lament to say, that the loss of killed and wounded on our side has 
been severe, as w'ill be seen by the accompanying return; that on tlic^)art 
of the enemy must have been great, but the exact number I have not been 
able to ascertain. Several hundreds of prisoiidrs were taken, from whom 
the Political Agent has selected those he considers it necessary for the 
•present to retain in confinement ; the remainder have been liberated. 

“It is quite impossible for me sufficiently to express my admiration of 
the gallant and steady conduct of the Officers and men upon this occasion, 
hut the fact of less than au hour having elapsed from the formation of the 
columns for the attack, to the period of the troops being within the fort, 
and that performed in the open day and in the face of an enemy, so very 
superior in number and so perfectly prepared for resistance, will, I trust, 
convince your Lordship, how deserving the Officers and troops are of my 
warmest thanks, and of the highest praise that can be bestow'ed. 

“ To Brigadier Baumgavdt, commanding the storming column, my J'est 
thanks are due, and he reports that Captain Wyllic, Acting Asst. Adjt. 
General and Captain Gilland, his Aidcs-de-Camp, ably assisted him, and 
zealously performed their duties ; also to Brigadier Stevenson, commanding 
the Artillery, and Lieutenants Forster and Cowper respectively in charge 
of the Bombay and Shah's Artillery, I feel greatly indebted for the steady 
and scientific manner in which the service of dislodging the enemy from 
the heights, and afterwards clVectiug an entrance into the fort was perform- 
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cd.* The liri^adier has brought to my uotice the assistance he received 
from Captain Coghlau, h^s Brigade Major, Lieutenant ^Voosnam, his Aid- 
de-Camp, andt Lieu tenant Creed when in battery yesterday. 

**To T.iciiteiiaiit-Colonel Crokcr, commanding H, M. 17th Regiment, Ma- 
jor Carruthers, commandiijg the (Queen’s Btoyals, Major Weston^ com- 
manding the Bengal 3 1st N. L, I feel highly indebted for the manner in 
which they conducted their respective columns to the attack of the heights, 
and afterwards to the assault of the fort, as well as to Major Pcnnycuick 
of the 1 7th, who led the advfAiccd guardgcomf^anies to the same point. 

“ To Captain I’cat, Chief Engineer, and to the Ofticers and men of the En- 
gineer Corps, my acknowledgments are due — to Major Neil Campbell, Act- 
nig Quarteik Master General of the Bombay Army, to Captain Hagart, 
Acting Deputy Adjutant General, and to Liciiteuant Ramsay, Acting As- 
sistant (Quarter Master General, my best thanks are due for the able assis- 
tance aftbrded me by their services. 

“ It is with much pleasure I take this opportunity of acknowledging my 
obligations to Major Campbell, for relieving me from the necessity of re- 
turning by the route by which the Army advanced A) Cabool, which being 
entirely exhausted, must have^ subjected the troops to great privations and 
the horses to absolute starvation; the Quarter Master General took upon 
himself the responsibility of leading my column through the hiart of the 
Ghiljee and Koohul countries, never hitherto traversed by Europeans, by 
whiclf our route was considerably shortened, a sulficioncy obtained, and 
great additions made to our geographical knowledge of the country, besides 
great political advantages obtained in peaceably settling those districts. 

“ From my Aides-de-Camp, Captain Robinson and Lieutenant Halkett, as 
well as to Captain Outram, who volunteered his services on my personal 
Staff, I received the utmost assistance, and to the latter olficer 1 feel greatly ' 
indebted for the zeal and ability with which he has performed various duties 
that 1 have required of him, upon other occasions as well as the present. 

It is with much satisfaction 1 am able to state, that the utmost cordiality 
has existed between the Politi^ Authorities and myself, and to acknow- 
ledge the great assistance 1 have derived from Captain Bean in obtaining 
supplies. 

“After allowing time to make the necessary arrangement for continuing 
my march, 1 shall descend into Cutch Gundava by the Moona Pass, having 
received a favourable report of the practicability of taking guns that way. 

“ I have^deputed Captain Outram to take a duplicate of the despatch 
to the Honourable the Governor of Bombay by tlie direct route from 
hence to Sonn^eanee Bunder, the practicability or otherwise of which for 
the passage of troops, I consider it an object of importance to ascertain.*’ 

I have, &c. 

T. WiLLSHiRB, Major General^ 
Commanding Bombay Calumny Army of the Indus, 
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Return of Casualties in the Army under the Cotymand of Major (ientral 
Wilkhirei C, B* employed at the storming of Ketaty on the^' \Zth Novem- 
ber ^ 1831^. 


Coiu'i. 


Dctnchincnt 3d Troop Horse Artillery, 

1st Troop Cabool Artillery, ... .. 

Gun Lascars attached to ditto, .. 

II. M.'s 2nd or Queen’s Royal Regiment,. 

t 

li. M.’s 17th Regiment, 

31st Regiment Bengal N. I 

Soppers, Min|,rs and Pioneers, .. 

2 Ressullahs of the 4th Bengal Loi 
Total 


Killed. 

‘ WOWKDKD. 4 

Total killed and wounded 

M 

S 

O 

s 

Lieutenants*^ 

Suhadars 

Rank and File 

1 

& 

Captains 

Lieutenants • 

Ensigns 

Adjutants 

1 

s 

0) 

Seijeants 

Drummers 

Rank and File 
Regt. Bhecstees 

'3 

Killed 1 

Wounded I 







i 


h 

1 

one 




■ 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0, 

2 

0 

2 

2 

0 

6 

0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

o! 0 

0 

0 

1 

“i 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

• 

21 

22 

2 

2 

1 

0 1 

b 

2 

0:40 

0 

47 

69 

0 

1 

0 

0 

6 

6 

1 

0 

oj 0 

0 

3 

0^29 

0 

33 

39 

0 

0 

0 


2 

1 

3 

1 

''o 

V 0 

1 

2 

2 

1 

14 

1 

22 

25 

1 

» 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 0 

0 

1 

0 

U 

0 

1 

' 

0 

0 

0 

1 0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

o; 0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 . 

0 

Q 

, 1 

' 1 

29 

34 

4 

2 


2 

H 

, l'|87 

1 

I 107 

. 

0 

7 


Missing, None. 


Mumes of Officers Killed and Wounded. 


Killed. 


Rem AUKS. 


Corps. 

IK M.’s 2nd or Queen’s Royal Regiment, 
1 Corporal, since dead, 

Wounded. 

II. M.^ 2nd or (iuecii’s Royal Regiment, 


ditto ... 

... ditto ... 

... ditto 

ditto ... 

... ditto ... 

... ditto 

ditto ... 

... ditto ... 

... ditto 

ditto ... 

... ditto ... 

... ditto 

11. M.’s 17th Regiment, 



clltt Regiment Rengal N. L 
ditto ditto 


Rank and Names. 
Lieut. P. (iravatt. 


Capt. W. M. Lyster, severely. 
Capt. T. Scaley, ditto. 

Lt. T. W. E. Holdsv?orth, dil|o. 
Lt. D. J. Dickinson, slightly. 
i\djt. J. E. Simmons, severely. 
Capt. L. C. Bour^hier, ditto. 
Capt. Lawrin, slightly, 

Ensign Hopper, severely.. 


C. Hagart, Captain, 

Acting Deputy Adjutant General C. 
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State of the Corps eiigfiged at the Storming of Kelat on^the V6th Novinnhsr^ 

1 8t3JJ, under the Command of Major General IViUshirCi C, li, > 

Camp at Kelat, Hth Nov.ymbei', 1839. 


jL 


Corps. 

Major Generals • 

Brigadiers 

Pi 

£a 

cd 

•a 

< 

Act Deputy Adj. Genl 

! Act. Qr. Mr. Genl. 

1 Dy. Ass. Qr. Mr. Genl. 

! Brigade Majors 

§ 

1 

1 

3 

CO 

Lieutenant Colonels 

S2 

_o 

'S’ 

Captains 

Lieutenants 1 

Ensigns | 

Adjutants | 

Quarter Masters < 

Surgeons i 

Assistant Surgeons j 

Native Officers | 

Sub-Conductors | 

^3 

§ 

u 

'£* 

CO 

Drummers ( 

Farriers f 

Rank and File | 

ShifT, 

Putacluncnt 3d Tr^.^p Jlorso 

1 

2 

6 

1 

1 

1 


* 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0^ 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

y 

Artiia-ry, 

0 

0 

.0 

0 

i) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 


0 

0 

0 

0 

n 

0 

2 

0 

0 


1st Troop of Cabool Artillery, 
H. M.'s 2nd or Queen’s Royal 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

» 

0 

0 

0 

0 

H 

1 

1 

r>8 

Bcgiincut, 

II M.’s irUi Regiment, ... 
31st Regiment Bengal ^Native 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

7 

r 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

81 

10 

0 

290 

0 

0 

o! 

U 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

2 

4 

13 

1 

0 

* 

1 

0 

0 

0 

29 

9 

0: 

33t> 

liifaniry, 

0 

j: 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0; 

0 

0 

1 

* 

3 



ll 

0 

12 

0 

30; 

H 

0 

329 

Total, 

1 

2 

5 

4 

1 

1 

' 

2 

1 

1 

’i 

1 

y 20 

1 

2| 

2 

2 

0 

li 

0,100|31 
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Noxk —2 llcssallalis of the Itengul Jiocal llursc rcjnaincd in charge of the Bj jgage during tjie 
att^ick, 


0 nAOARl*,CrtJ)/ffj'/I, 


Adhnj Drpnltj Aitjutant Genet al Gombatf Column Armtf of the Jiulns 


LhL of Beloochcc Sirdars hilled ht the ^Issaall of KheUity on the 13£/t 
November, 1839. * 

N.x-mes. Hem \rks. 


Meet* Mehrab Klian, 

Meer Wullce Mahomul, 

Abdool Kurreem 

Dan Kurreem, 

Mahomed Kuza, 

Khysur Khan, 

Dewan Bechah Mull, 

Noor Muiiomcd and Tajoo- 1 
\lahomcd, i 


Chief of Kelat. 

3'hc Muciigal Sirdar of Wudd. 
lluhsanee Sirdar. 

Shuhwance Sirdar. 

Nephew of the Vuzeer, Maln)med llo.ssjiin. 
Ahsehiee Sirdar. 

Financial Minister. 

Shahgasscc Sirdars. 


Prisoners, 


Mahomed Hussain, Wuzzeer. 

Moolah Riiheem Dad, Ex-Naib of Shawl. 

Witl^ several others of inferior rank. 


.1. D. D. Bean, Political Agent. 
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ARRANGEMENTS AT CABUL. 

To return to Cabul. Reports having reached the Envoy, that Do^t 
Mahomed was at B^mecan, a small force was detached thither, and ano- 
tlfcr small body was sent to Ghuzni to bring up the prisoners, (including 
the Governor, Hyder Khan,J preparatory to their being conveyed to 
India- fThe Army gradually recovered the effect of its long march from 
India, both men and cattle deriving much benefit from thei climate, the 
food procured in the abundant mailcets, and the refpose of cantonments. 
The casualties, from the fatigue \yhich the troops had undergone, were 
however by no means few, and amongst them the Government had to 
lament the loss of some valuable officers. Besides Colonel Thomson of 
the 31st Bengal Native Infantry who died of fever, from expocure in the 
Bolaii Pass, and Colonel Herring who was murdered by the Ghilzics, 
the service lost Colonel (then Brigadier) Arnold of the Kith T,a-'iccrs, 
Captain Fothergill of the 13th Light Infantry, Captain Timings of the 
Horse Artillery, and Captain John Hay of the 35th Regiment Native In- 
fantry. Scarcely any /lisastrous consequences resulted from the anti- 
pathy of the Affghans to the Europeans and Hindoos, owing, in a great 
measure, to the precautions used by the commanding officers against 
the too frcq*\ent resort of the soldiery to the town of Cabul. 

By the middle of October 183!), it had been ascertained by the 
British Envoy at the Court of Shah Soojah, that the country around was, 
to all appearance, sufficiently reconciled to the new order of things 
to justify the partial fulfilment of the engagement contained in Lord 
Auckland’s proclamation, that the British troops should be withdrawn 
vyhen the Shah was once ** secured in power, and tire independence and 
integrity of Affghanistan established.’' 

Accordingly, orders were issued for the return to India, by the route 
of the Khyber Pass and the Punjaub, of the whole of the force, with the 
exception of the 1st (Bengal) Division of Infantry, the 2nd Regiment 
of Bengal Light Cavalry, a Light Field Battery, and a detachment of 
Sappers under an Engineer Officer. These were disposed in the follow- 
ing manner : — 

Cabul . — Her Majesty’s 13th Light Infantry, the 35th Nftive Inr 
fantry, and three guns. The Head Quarters of the Shah’s 1st CavaKy 
and some of his Artillery. 

Jdlallabad. — ^I’he 48th Native Infantry, the 4th Brigade, the 2nd 
Bengal Cavalry, some Sappers and Miners, and a Ressallah of Skinner’s 
Horse. 

Ghuzni , — The 16 th Native Infantry, a Ressallah of Skinner’s Horse, 
a proportion of Shah Soojah’s troops. 
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^Candahar. — ^I'he 42rid and 43rd Native Infantry, a Company of Artil- 
lery, a Hcssallah of Lo®al Horse, and some details of the Shali’s troops. ’ 
Major General Nott (now Sir William) was placed in command of 
the troops at Candahar, while Sir Willoughby Cotton commanded the 
whole force in AfFghanistan. ^ • 

On the litth October, the retiring 'troops commenced their march. 
Sir John (afterwards Lord) Keane accompanying the first column.* 
Mahomed Hyder Khan, lUte Governor oi^ Ghuzni, and Hadjee Khan 
Kakur, the arch-traitor, proceeded in the custotly of Major MeSherry, 
of the 30th Native Infantry, with the second column.f 

After Colonel Wade had forced the Kliyber Pass, on his wjiy to 
Cabul with the Shah:^.adah Timor Shah, ho stationed small detach- 
ment# at different points,! with the view of keeping open the communi- 
cation with the Punjaub, and watching the operations of the Khyberies. 
These detachiuents, consisting of Sikh troops under British officers, 
were attacked by the Khyberies, generally wiUi success, but on the 
approacli of the returning columns, they partially suspended their hosti- 
lity, After these columns, however, had reached Pcshawur, and it was 
(Itemed advisable to send detachments to reinforce the garrison of Alee 
Musjid, and supply it with provisions, stores, and ammunition, the 
Khyberies assailed the returning parties, killing and wounding several 
men and officers. The columns therefore halted until Colonel Wheeler 
should reach Alec Musjid, from Jcllallabad, with the 37th and 48tli 
Regiments of Native Infantry, a force sufficient, it was believed, to rclicjvc 
Alec Musjid etlcctually, and to supjiort the negociations set on foo*" 
with the Khyberies by Lieutenant Mackeson,§ the Political Agent at 
Peshawur. Colonel Wlieeler succeeded after a shaqi action with large 
bodies of the mountaineers in restoring tranquillity, and the columns 
continued their route. Sir John Keane, with the Head Quarters, 
reached India without any other accident befalling the force which 
accompanied him, beyond a disaster on the Jheclun river in tlic Pun- 
jaub, where a few men and an officer (Captain Hilton) of Her Majesty’s 
• 

% 

* Her Majesty's IHth Lancers, 2 Companies of the 2l!>t Bengal Native Infantry, and a Rcssallali 
of the 4th Local Hor-,e. a 

t A troop of Horse Artillery, the 3d Light Cavalry, the 4 th Local Ilnrsc ■ 2 Com panics of the 
27th Native Infantry; Invalids of Her Majesty’s 13th Light Infantry, and tiie 2d Kurojican lUgi 
rnent. 

, t Jumrood, Alec Boghan, Alee Musjid, and Jellalhibad. 

rit c hostility of the Khyberies to Shah Soojah and Ins supportcis, orignuiteil in the reduction 
by tlie King of the allowance for which the Hill Chiefs had stipulated, as the condition on which 
the Pass should be kept open. 
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IGth Lancers were drowned. Sir Jolm visited Maharajah Kurriick 
•Sing at Lahore, and reached Ferozepore early ir.* .Fanuary 1840. Here 
ife embarked for Bombay, and proceeded to England, where' the honours 
^ of the peerage, and a pension of 2,000/. per annum were conferred 
upon Idni and his successors for two generations, as a reward for his 
services. • 

Although it had not been considered necessary *10 retain the whole of 
•tlic troops at Cabul, it wa^ stiH evident that there was much to be 
done before Shah Soojah could be considered in a perfectly secure 
position. Dost Mahomed had taken refuge in the territories of the 
Usbegs, and was endeavouring to move the chiefs of KhcAloom and 
Koemdooz to make a demonstration in his favour. Meanwhile, Russia, 
on the pretext of avenging herself upon the Khivans for tht? cap- 
ture of some hundreds of her subjects, who had likewise been re- 
duced to a state of slavery, threatened to march an army upon 
Khiva, and did, in efTtnt, put her threat into execution to the extent of 
sending a large body of troops from Orenb 9 rg.* To check this move- 
ment, which was obviously intended to bring a corps of observation to 
the AllghaA frontier. Lieutenant Abbott of the Artillery, was dt*])uted to 
Kliiva, and subsequently to Russia. lie was followed by Lieutenant (now 
Sir Richmond) Shakspeare, who succeeded in rescuing a groat num- 
ber of Russian slaves, escorting them to their own territory. Russia could 
have no pretence for moving upon Khiva, if her professed objects w^crc 
attained by the intervention and ncgociations of the British Government. 

, 'Fo conciliate the chiefs in the more immediate neighbourhood 
of Shah SoojalFs territories, several young officers, with the title of 
“Political Assistimts,’' were deputed with offers which were, in most 
cases, accepted.i' But some chiefs still held out, and amongst those 
was Sayud Mossein, the Padsha of Kooner, an extensive vaUey about 
forty-five miles from Jcllallabad in an E. N. E. direction. A force 
under Colonel Orchard, of the Bengal European Regiment, was there- 
fore dispatcheil to Pushoot, the principal stronghold of this petty 
sovereign, to dethrone him, and place on the musnud a* •chieftain 
more favorably disposed towards the interests of Shah Soojah. The 
military operation, as will be seen by the following dispatches, was 
not successful ; but the disaffected chief nevertheless fled from 


* The troops were unnble to iienctratc far into the do^ert Climate, and the harassing attacks of 
Khivans and fioe-huotcrs compelled them to retreat, and the expedition was abandoned. 

t It should liav'o been mentioned, that Captain (now Major) D'Arey Todd, h.ad long previously 
))een sent to Tlernt on a paeitie mission. 



ATT\CK OX Pl^HOOT. 


Oi 


trie country, which was immediately occupied by the protege of the 
Shah. 


To THR Right Honorable Lorsi AUCKLA.ND, 

Governor General of Intfia. ‘ 


I had the honor t(^ acquaint your Lordship in my despatch of the 10th 
instant, that in consequence of a requisition from the Envoy and Minister, 
I hfid detachei# Liei»t. Col. Orchard, c. b., of the 
European Regiment, with the force named in the 
margin, to reduce the fortress of Pushoot, distant 
about 50 miles from hence N. N. East, and endea- 
vour to capture or dislodge a refractory chief, 
who had, with a body of armed followers, es- 
tablished himself therein. 

“ I beg leave to forward for your Lordship’s perusal a despatch I yester- 
day received from Licul. Col. Orchard, by which I am sorry to observe, 
that notwithstanding a long and steady attack upifn the gateway, which 
was represented to tlie Lieut# Col. as the only assailable point, yet owing 
to the inclemency of the weather, (though the outer gate was demolished 
by the fire of the nine pounders, and the bags of powder Were twice 
laid agaiiijit the inner one,) yet from the heavy rain they totally failed in 
the 1^1 jeet required, and the troops were obliged to be recalled by the 


3 9 Pounders. 

I Troop 2nd Cavalry. 

1 Win:? SHth N. 1 . 

SO Kuropoau Hcgimcnt. 

20 Sappcri». 

A UcginieA Shah’s In- 
fantry 

I Kegimeut Sliah's Ca- 
valry. 

?00 slftnp under C. X. 
Christie. 


Licul. Col., who, I regret to state, suffered a severe loss, having, as the 
accompanying return exhibits, hod killed and wounded ; and amongst 
the latter Lieut. Collinson of the 37th, and Hicks, European Rcgt. 'I'he 
arrangements, as reported to me, that were made by the Lieut. Col, appeaf 
to have been judiciou.s, and in my opinibn would have been entirely 
successful, had it not been for the heavy rain which prevented the powder 
from having had its proper elfect against the second gateway. 

“ The Lieut. Col. speaks, I am happy to say, in the highest term.s of the 
conduct of the officers and men on this trying occasion, and their gallantry 
and steadiness appear to me to deserve the highest commendation. 

Although the attack was unfortunately not successful against the gate, 
yet the effect shewed itself, by the enemy evacuating the Fort of Pushoot, 
and also that of Kclake on the other side of the river, a short time 
affajj^ the troops had retired.’* 


Camp Pushooty 19 fh January , 18d0: 

To Captain Douglas, Assist. Adj. Gen. Army of the Itubis. 

Sir, — I have the honor to report for the information of the Major (ic- 
neraKCommatiding in Afghanistan, that on the afternoon of the 17th, the 
rain having ceased, and with every expectation of favourable weather for 
commencing operations, I issued the necessary orders to the detachment 



58 


ATTADX ON PDSHOOT. 


for attacking, on the following morning, the Fort of Pushoot, and as it 
was advisable that- Captain Abbott should have his guns into battery and 
hlio infantry be in the best position they could occupy before daybreak, we 
left camp at half-past 4 a. m.^ As soon as Captain Abbott could distinguish 
the gate, he opened the battery again..t it, and after firing for nearly two 
hours, succeeded in making a practicable breach on each si^e of the gate ; 
when Lieut. Pigou, with a party of 15 men of thp European detachment 
and 25 Sepoys of the .*{7th advanced, pushed down the gate, and proceeded 
to examine the inner one. < ' 

“The Bugler with the party observing them going forward sounded the 
advance, (without order,) which caused the storming party and column to 
immediately move down towards the breach, but Lieut. PigoiJ having as- 
certained that the inner gateway was closed, ran back, and directed them 
to get under cover from the enemy’s fire, which was easily accomplished 
among the numerous ravines close to the Fort. 

“ Lieut. Pigou then returned and applied the powder to blow open the 
gate, but as it had rained without intermission from about half an hour 
after commencing the attack, from the damp state it was in, the very in- 
ferior quality of it, being powder of this country, it, unfortunately, failed. 

“ As from the situation of the gate, and from the nature of the ground 
Riirroundiifg the Fort, it was found impracticable to bring a gun to bear on 
it, Lieut. Pigou suggested that another trial should be made to blow it 
open, and a suUicient quantity of powder, nearly lOOlbs,, having been 
procured from Capt. Abbott, the attempt was made, but I regret to say 
it also failed. 

“ As it still continued to rain heavily, the troops had been exposed to a 
severe fire for several hours. Captain Abbott having expended nearly the 
whole of his ammunition, and every possible means adopted tow^ards gaining 
an entrance into the Fort having failed of success, I determined at half-past 
11 A. M. on w ithdrawing the troops from before the Fort until the weather 
cleared up, and certain measures could be taken to ensure success. 

“ Our failure, however, I am happy to say, has proved as good as having 
gained possession of the Fort; for a short time after we retired, the enemy 
evacuated the fort of Pushoot, as well as that of Khatakc on the opposite 
bank of the river, both of which are now in our possession; but I am sorry 
to say, there is nothing in either fort but a small quantity of grain, and 
about lOOlbs. of powder. ^ 

“ I lament to say our loss has been rather severe, (a return of which is 
enclosed,) which w as mainly caused by want of means to reduce a place of 
such strength. 

“ 1’o Lieut. Pigou the highest praise is due for the gallant and meritorious 
manner in which he three times advanced to the inner gate under a heavy 
fire from the enemy, and laid the powder to blow it open, the failure of 
which can bnly be attributed to the causes already explained — to the party 
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whS accompanied him, under the command of Ensign Pattule, the greatest 
credit is also due for the m^ner in which they kept iu chec^k the enemy’s side. 

“To Capt. Afbbott the highest praise is also due for the maimer in which* 
he has conducted the arduous duties devolving upon him, as well as 
the great service rendered by him yesterday. I also beg to bring to the 
notice of the Major General, the conspicuous gallantry of Lieut, 'fytfcr, 
who accompanied LieuL Pigou on both occasions of bringing the powder, 
and throughout the day rendered me every assistance ; I am also highly 
indebted to him for the maifiier in whvh h<| has conducted every duty 
requir(?d of him as Assist. Quarter Master General since leaving Jcllalabad. 

“ 1 have much pleasure iu bringing to the notice of the Major General, the 
great assiste«ce 1 have on all occasions received from Lieut. Pond, whom I 
appidnicd as detachment staff. 

“ J’lu; highest praise is also due to every oflicer and man composing 
the dotachmenl, who have cheerfully borne up against every privation and 
hardship ; and the coolness, gallantry, and ambition of each individual dis- 
played yesterday morning, elicits my w^armest thanks and approbation. 

“ in noticing the names of ollicers to whom I am Aidcbted for assistance 
during this expedition, 1 havc.omitted to mention that of Lieut. Dallas, of 
the Commissariat Department, who has on all occasions proved himself 
a most zealous oflicer in procuring supplies whenever there vvasfiny possi- 
bility of obtaining them, and also rendering me every assistance during 
the aft-^ck yesterday. 

/tel urn of Killed and Wotinded of a Delac/iment tinder the Command of Lieute- 
nant Colonel Orchard, C. B,, before the Fort of Pnshoot, on iiatiirday 18/A 
Junuanj, 1840, 

Cnmp Pushool, \^lh Jnintar!/, 1840. 
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Killed. 

' 

ScDci'ehj 

Wounded. 

Slujhtly 

Wounded. 

Artillery, 

1 0 
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Sepoys, - 

Sappers and Miners, 

Sepoy, I ^ 

Naick, - 1 

1 Sepoy, - 1 

J Serjeant, - 

1st European Regiment,... 

Private, 1 | 

Ensign, - 1 
Privates, - 3 
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I Havildar, 1 J 

Ilavildar,- 1 

1 Drummer, 

1 Sepoys, 6 \ 
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/.Sepoys, - 
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Sepoys, - 9 
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H. M.’s Shah Shoojah’sl 
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\ Sepoys, 9| 

Davildars, 2 
Naicks, - 3 
Sepoys, - 1 0 

j Sepoys, - 


2 

‘1 


1 

5 
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J.- Orchard, Lieut. Cot. Comdy. Detachment. 
t J. ll. Pond, Lieut. Detachment Staff. 

1*. S. The Trooper of Captain Christie’s horse wounded. .Seven horses 
drowned in crossing the Forts. 
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Nominal Roll of Officers Killed and Wounded, 

« c 

. liicul-ciijiiit Collinson, a7th Rcgt., seveiely wounded.* 

J licks, 1st Eur. Rcgt., ditto ditto. 

.fcnnidar Guiiacc Tewary, ‘il. M. Shjih Soojali 3d Regiment, killed. " 

J. Orchard, Lt,~Col,^ Coming^ Detachment, 

After the affair at Pushoot, the winter began to set in, and Shah 
Soojah with the Envoy, i.nd t proportion of the troops, took up 
winter quarters at .Jellalabad. Operations against Dost Mahomed, who 
was now ascertained to be under tlie protection of the Usbegs, were 
therefore in a measure suspended, and the political officers stationed 
throughout the country from Khclat to Cabul, emjdoyed themselves in 
testing the feeling of the country towrards the restored dynasty, in as- 
suring the adherence of those who voluntarily yielded submission, and in 
devising measures ofi hostility against those who still refused to re- 
cognise the new power. It was only at Baij^iecan, on the Hindoo Koosh, 
that activity was rendered necessary, by the importance of securing the 
post, and^of counteracting the intrigues of the Ex-Ameer, Dost Maho- 
med, with the tribes in the neighbourhood. The series of operation!^ aris- 
ing out of this policy extended over so long a period of time, and were 
in themselves of so interesting and important a nature, that the history 
of British proceedings in Affghanistan would be imperfect, if they were 
not described with the utmost minuteness, compatible with the dimen- 
sions of this volume. No apology therefore is necessary for the follow- 
ing copious reprint from an admirable paper, which appeared in suc- 
cessive numbers of the Bengal Hurkaru, descriptive of the proceedings 
of our political officers, and the small body of troops placed at their dis- 
posed. The details have never been contradicted, and may therefore be 
relied ujeon ; and though it is foreign from the purpose of this work to 
give the opinions of the authorities from whom facts are quoted, it is 
but common justice to say of the author of “ The British onhhe Hindoo 
Koosh that his presages were generally justified by results — his opini- 
ons borne out by later events. 

The valley of Bamceaii, from Zohauk to Scoruiikhdhurr,t its western 
Icrmiaatioii, is about H miles in length, and varies in breadth from half a 


* Thib olTu-cr afterwards died ol hib wounds. 

♦ ■■ The red nale,'* bo called from the colour of the lulls and rocks ajuund 
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mile to 80 paces. Between Topshee and the eastern extremity it is about 
4 or 500 yards in widthf and but little cultivated, the#c being a consider- 
able quautitj^ of bush jungul on the banks of the stream, particularly iit 
the neicjhboiirhood of Zohauk. Above Tops^ice the valley is exceedingly 
tortuous, and is scarcely wider than«the stream, which, in fact, at s(jme pe- 
riods of the ygar, when sw'ollen by the melting snow, does entirely fill tlu; 
narrow' opening between the hills ; but at about four miles from Bamecan 
the hills recede considerably, and the valley assumes a more pleasing ap- 
pearance, being highly cultivated, and ofcasioually enlivened by a few trees, 
chiefly willows and poplars. Zohauk, however, is a pretty spot, as well 
as Topshee and Ahinghur, a small fort about a mile higher up than the 
former plact. Generally speaking, wherever there is a fort there are a few 
trees, and this gives a pleasing <ispcct to a place which otherwise would 
proseiU- hut little attraction. The valley opens near the fort of 

Moolla Meor Mahomed, situated on a somewhat high bank, at the en- 
trance of a narrow gorge leading to the north. Thence following the 
course of the stream up its left bank, the traveller passes two forts, one 
of which, called Lalla Khali, is of a considerable si!le, and perched upon a 
lofty cliff overhanging, and «n the opposite side of, the river which se- 
parates the two forts.* About half a mile beyond Lalla Khali, the valley 
again contracts, and the narrow pathway* usually followed, shifts the side 
oli the rocky hills on the right, the base of which is w'ashed by the river, 
w hit'll here, impeded in its course by rocks and stones, Hows tiirbulently 
on. But after pursuing this straggling path for a distance of scarce a 
hundred yards, you again enter a more open space, in which, at about a 
mile and a half from the jutting rock, and close under the northern hills, 
our camp was pitched. The valley was here about half a mile in breadth* 
close ill our front was a group of four forts, three of which were on the • 
further or Southern bank of the stream : around them were a few trees 
of a goodly size, and beyond them, and close where the Fouladi valley 
I’orms a junction with that of Bameean, rose a dense clump of trees 
(somewhat resembling the poplar in their uniform straightness) situated lu 
a spacious Zyarut or burial ground. On our right, and on a slope, in 
i'ront of the big image, were the ruins of a village surrounded by a battle- 
mented, but now dilapidated, wall. Beyond was to be seen the fort, also 
in rums, wjicre Yazdanbuksb, the Hazarch chief, had been some few years 
bef^jre treacherously slain by Hadji Khan Kakur. There are several other 
ruins in the neighbourhood, some of which are on a table land, which 
rises about 200 feet above the valley, to the South of it, and East of that 
of Fouladi ; and which extends to the base of the lower hills of the Koh-i- 


* 'J'ho oJd road through tlic valluy is a iiicro pathway, and uniformly keeps the Northern side of 
tlie \a!lyj, i xeopl at Zohauk, where if necessarily crosses the stream to reath that place. The guns 
uerc obliged to io'low a different line, frctiuently cro.ssing the river and passing through the fields 
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baba range. These old forts appear to have been of a superior structure 
. to those which are, now met with in the valley : jOne of them, in particu- 
lar, is admirably situated for defence, being placed immediately overhang- 
ing the junction of the two^ valleys, and separated from the table land 
to the ^Kast of it by a small dhurrah, rvhile to the South the only commu- 
nication with it, is by a narrow natural causeway. At the base of the 
eminence on which the ruins stand, flow's the Fouladi stream, access to 
which is effectually secured by a small tower at the base of the rock. 

“ There are several stream/); whcch, flowing from the neighbouring ran- 
ges, pour their wjiters into the river of llameeau. Of these the principal one 
IS that of Fouladi, which, taking its rise among the rocky hills, which 
bound the southern view', flows from the south west, for abou^. six miles, 
through a rich valley, nearly ecpial in breadth and productiveness to that 
in which we were located ; the stream, after washing, as before mei^tioned, 
the foot of the eminence surmounted by the ruined fort, forms a junction 
1,‘200 yards low'cr down, with the Bamceau river. Still half a mile low'cr 
there is another stream, which w'aters a narrow', but well cultivated valley, 
lying at the foot of thd eastern slope of the table land, and confined op the 
other side by more lofty hills. Near Ahingliur or Tifonchec, there are 
two other streams, also issuing from the southern hills, and at Topshees 
there is a ’considerable rivulet, along the banks of which is the principal 
road leading to the Ghaut of Shutur Gurdun* at Kaloo. Besides th^c 
there are several stony defiles leading into the mountains on either' side, 
but these arc for the most part dry, except at certain seasons after sudden 
melting of the snow. 

“ The view in the valley is at all times much circumscribed. From Ba- 
ihecan itself, barely two miles of the valley can be seen, and that princi- 
• pally to the castw'ard, for immediately .it the foot of the big image the 
ground, on the northern bank, rises, and as the river bends to the southern 
side of the valley, the view in that direction is closed by the slope, above 
which, however, are to be seen the red hills enclosing the defile of Soo- 
riikdhurrah. To the south, looking from Bamecan, rise a chain of rocky 
hills, rearing on high their dark, naked peaks ; in recesses and clefts 
among these mountains where the rays of the sun can seldom penetrate, 
large patches of snow remain during the entire year. The hills, how'ever, 
which enclose the valley on the north, are insignificant in height, and very 
difterent in appearance from those opposite to them ; being invariably' of 
a reddish hue, and of indurated clay, interspersed occasionally with Kuge 
rocks of red granite. Eastward the valley extends as far as the jutting 
rock before mentioned, w'hile beyond, the spectator observes the rocks 
which bound the narrow valley below Jalla Khail, and towering above 
them the rounded summits of the hills, branching oiT from Xalop and 
Irak. * * * * » 


* “ Shutur (luriiiin”- -oaincr> iicik. 
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* As the detachment entered the valley of Bameean, everything de- 
noted the rapid advent winter. Snow fell upon oiy tents, on the Gth . 
of October, \fhcn encamped at Zohauk, and again on the morning of tht^ 
7th, WL observed it snowing fast in the northern hills, while a few flakes 
fell in the valley. The tall trees of the Zyariit had been stript (jjf their 
leaves by the^cold wintry blast, and the corn, already cut, lay in heaps on 
the groivid, where it ^was trod out by the “ unmuzzled oxen.” The 
approach of this rigorous season, is, amongst the Koosh mountains, at all 
times sudden, and occasional^ it has botn knpwn to come on so rapidly as 
to cause the destruction of standing crops by premature falls of snow. It 
was intensely cold when w'C first arrived, and in a few days after, the 
thermomeU* fell in the morning to H or Ifi above zero. The husbandmen 
hastened the i 2 :.‘ithering in of their corn, and we, on our part, began to 
consider the best incauH by which we might shelter men and cattle from 
the rigors of a mountain vrinter. 

Dr. Lord arrived a few days after the detachment, and in a short time, 
a bargain w^as struck with the owners, for the use of three of the neigh- 
bouring forts. 'I'liesc edifices are usually constructed of sun-baked mud ; 
they arc enclosed by a high >uall about 130 yards square, and from 20 to 30 
feet in height, flanked by round towers, placed at each angle, the summits 
of them being sometimes on a level with the top of the wall? but more 
gOiierally about ten feet higher. In the interior are the rude liuls which 
constVutc the dwelling ])laces of the iuhabitauts. The predatory habits of 
the natives of Central Asia have led to the construction of such forts 
throughout the w hole country. Against bands of marauders they form ex- 
cellent places of defence : the walls being of suflicicnt height to prevent 
their being easily surmounted, and being, as well as the towers, pierced 
for matchlock fire to bear on all the ground surrounding. Yet have they • 
been often captured by both Aflghans and Usbegs ; often treachery, at 
oilier times the extraordinary negligence of the garrison is the cause, 
liv the latter case, the capture is effected at night, and generally by one of 
these tw'o plans. The first method is by introducing a single man into tfie 
Fort, who climbs over the wall, and, opening the gateway from the inside, 
admits his comrades. Another plan is, by quietly boring through the wall, 
to force an entrance into one of the huts inside, and thus carry the place 
by surprise. I have been credibly informed, that by such simple means 
as *^ese, tue AlFghans have often captured forts, which might have resis- 
ted an open display of force for a considerable time; but great, indeed,, 
must be the apathy and carelessness of the defenders to allow their forts 
to fall through such stratagems as these. 

** The forts which were selected for the troops, were of that group 
which I have mentioned as being situated immediately in front of our 
camp, and were all bn the further or Southern bank of the river. Together 
they formed an irregular triangle, the forts themselves marking the angles. 
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Two of them were allotted to the Infantry, and were of the construction 
above described ; but the third, that of the Artillery, was of a large and 
esuperior build. It consisted of two compartments, each about 32 yards 
square— the fort lay North and South— tlic Northern compartment had 
lofty walls and towers surmounted with battlements, and provided with 
machicoulis. The other part of the fort was not so well constructed ; in it, 
eventually, stables were erected for the horses. This was not, however, 
accomplished without much difficulty, on account of the great scarcity of 
wood adapted for building p;).irposr?s. 

“ The Bameeanchis, or inhabitants of the valley of Bemcean, are Tajicks, 
while the dwellers among the hills around are principally Hazarchs. These 
two races, though perfectly distinct in origin and religion, hear to each 
other a striking resemblance. In either tribe is to be remarked the 
broad, flat face, with high check hones, and small eyes, which would best 
proclaim a Tartar descent : the Tajicks are, however, supposed to be the 
aborigines of the country, while the Hazarehs have a better claim to 
Tartar origin, as they, 1 believe, first made theirsappcarancc among the 
mountains of Aflghailistan, with the army of Jenghis-Khan. Both the 
Bameeanchis and Ilazarehs are extremely f?/ir, with frequently light hair 
and eyes ; their forms arc robust and athletic ; but their air is ungainly, 
and their countenances present more signs of stupidity than intelligence. 
They arc simple, good-natured men, perfectly free from the blustering 
insolence and murder-loving propensities of the other tribes of the coi'mtry. 
I do not mean, however, that the Hazarchs have not their blood feuds 
(which can only be ended by the murder of the hostile party) like the 
Aflghans, but their behaviour towards us wjis peaceable and friendly. 
Officers could ride in the neighbourhood, unarmed and unattended, to a 
. distance of upwards of thirty miles, while in other parts of Afighanistan, 
a man’s life was scarcely safe beyond the precincts of the camp. The na- 
tives of Bameean and its neighbourhood have long been a suftering race, 
being subject to the oppressive inroads of both Affghan and Usbeg, the 
former exacting heavy contributions, w'hile the latter w^crc wont to make 
sudden dashes into the valley and carry off a few unfortunate prisoners, 
who w ere thenceforth condemned to a life of slavery in Toqrkistan. But 
there arc some tribes of the llazarehs, who, trusting in the great strength 
of their mountain fastnesses have long defied, both the Affghan and the 
Toork; among these are the Deh Zangee, Yehalung, and Sheik Ali ?^la- 
zarehs. The two former tribes are located westward of Bameean, while the 
latter, 1 have before mentioned, as dwelling near the passes eastward of 
Irak. These tribes are predatory, and arc a source of terror to merchants 
with cafilas, on which they levy duties as they pass through or near their 
districts. The Deh Zangees held, for years before our arrival, a pqst on 
a hill immediately above the hills of the Soonik Dharraho defile, from 
whence they were wont to await the arrival of the numerous caravans, 
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wiTioh annually pass by that route. These tribesi occasionally make 
forages on less warlike districts, and tlic Sheik Ali I{azarehs have even 
visited and Uvied black mail in the valley of Batnccan. The Hazarehs^ 
in their own mountain land, are brave and resolute, and it is related, 
(though I cannot vouch for the trutlj of the story,) that thirteen men stop- 
ped the whole army of Morad Beg. That monarch, some years ago, invad- 
ed the countries south of his dominions, and after capturing Syghan and 
destroying some villag*es, he reached Bameean. But on attempting to 
penetrate by the Kaloo defili9, it is said^that ^thirteen Hazarehs, posted in 
the rocks around, opposed his progress, and after slaying several of liis 
men, so intimidated the Usbeg Army, that the Meer of Koondooz was 
forced to re^ace his steps. 

“ Enough of these mountaineers — to return to my narrative. On tlic 15th, 
the snow fell heavily in the valley, and on the following day, those of the 
troops, for wliom huts were ready, took possession of their posts ; in a few 
days, the barracks were completed, and the remainder were put into 
winter quarters. But there was a part of the detachment, which, it was 
soon found it would be impossible to retain during Ae winter. This was 
the cavalry, consisting of about 100 of Christie’s horse, and 800 Alfglian 
horse, under Abdoolla Khan Atchekzyc, Abdool liuheem Khan, and 
Guddo Khan. There ivas neither stabling, nor a sufllciencyt of forage 
for so many horses, indeed we had some fear that we should scarcely 
find the supply of the latter article adequate for the keep of the gun 
horses. 

“ Under these circumstances, it became necessary to send this arm of 
ouf force back to Cabul. With regard to the Alfghaus, independent of the 
reasons above mentioned, we had others still more weighty for desiring 
the absence of those gentry ; for Dr. Lord, soon after his arrival, dis- ^ 
covered that the Sirdars were in active correspondence with Dost Ma- 
homed Khan! So much for the fidelity of AlTghan friends; yet, Guddo 
Klian, the elephant stealer, has since done service to the state in two en- 
gagements in the Zemiiideawer and Ghilzic districts. 

“ But we did not long remain quiescent in our forts ; for before the 
month had closed, intelligence reached u.s from northivard, warning us 
that the time for action had commenced. 

“ The valley of Syghan runs parallel to that of Bameean, and is sepa- 
ratqji from^t by a range of hills, 10,000 feet in height. In the palmy days 
of tlfe AfFghan empire, Syghan was subject to the Dooranee monarchs, 
whose rule extended to the banks of the Oxus ; but during the civil dis- 
sensions which occurred in the commencement of the present century, the 
countries north of the Hindoo Khoosh were lost to the crown of Cabul. 
Within the last ten years, the chief of Syghan had been in the habit of 
paying tribute to both Moorad Beg of Koondooz, and to the Ameer of 
Cabul, or rather to whichever of the two states might have the inrimedi- 
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ate power to enforce such payment. But when the power of KooniTooz 
fell, and Kooloom J[)ccamc independent, Dost Majiomed Khan asserted his 
^supremacy north of the Koosh. At tlie time that Mr. Masson visited 
these mountains, Haji Khan Kakur, the Governor of Bamcean, exercised 
absolute pow'er as far as the* Dundan ^liikun Pass ; and only a year before 
our invasion, Meer Akriiin Khan, (one of the Ameer’s sons,) marched even 
as far as Kooloom, capturing Syghan, Kamurd, and oLheV places on his 
route. It would appear from this that these transinonlanc chiefs never 
acknowledged tlic supremacy oi^ their more powerful neighbours, until 
compelled by the presence of a force. At the period to which my narrative 
has arrived, the valley of Syghan was torn by internal dissensions. There 
were two chiefs in the valley, either of whom claimed superiority and the 
possession of the principal fort. Of the two, Mahomed Ali Beg was the 
actual holder of the fort of Sar-i*Sung, but his adversar}^ (a young Lsbeg, 
by name Khilich Beg,) asserted that his father and uncle had been foully 
dispossessed and murdered by his rival. The consetjuence w^as, that the 
valley of Syghan became nearly a desert ; the fields lay waste, for the one 
would not sow, lest i|. might eventually be the lot of the other to reap the 
corn. Neither chief durst move tlirough the valley, unless followed by a 
uumerou.s retinue, with mounted scouts iii advance, to sec that no enemy 
lay in an^bush. 1’hc paltry squabbles of these Usbeg Montagus and Ca- 
pulcts, at length brought the British and Toorkistaii forces into collision. 
Khilich Beg applied to the Wallee of Kooloom for assistance agaii«J5t his 
more powerful and successful rival ; and that monarch immediately seized 
the opportunity thus ofiered, for extending his powers so far beyond his 
actual possessions. But there was otlier inlluencc at work. Dost Ma- 
•homed Khan was residing, and in high favour, at tlic court of the Meer 
Wallee, and the expedition w«as probably entered upon more with a view 
to benefit him, by giving him possession of a stronghold on the very 
borders of the empire, from which he had just been expelled. 

“ About six or seven hundred Usbeg horse were accordingly despatched 
fiom Kooloom, under the command of Gholaum Beg, the eldest son of the 
chief of that place, and having joined the party of Khilich Beg, together 
they encamped beneath the w alls of Sar-i-Sung, and laid siege to that fort, 
1 should rather say, blockaded it, for they tc|jk no active measures for its 
reduction. A confidetitial follower of the ex-Amccr was in the camp of 
the besiegers, and, it was generally supposed, that in the e^.’Ciit of the 
capture of the place, this mau was to have been iioininatcd Goverifor in 
the name of Dost Mahomed Khan. 

“ Khilich Beg having called in the Kooloom pow cr, it w'as natural that 
Mahomed Ali Beg should turn his attention towards us; for he felt, of 
course, that he could not resist, unsupported, the power of Kooloom. He 
had before bcc.i subject to Cabul, and he determined on returning to 
his allegiaijce : he accordingly sent a messenger to the Political Agent, 
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aclfnowledging the supremacy of Shah Soojah, and in return requesting our 
aid against bis enemies. ^He did not ask in vain. ^ 

** Had there been no other reason for our interference! this surely was.* 
suQicient ; that a chieftain, \irho had long paid tribute to Cabul, (for Ma> 
homed Ali Deg is a very old man,) and who had given his allegiance to the 
monarch of our choice, claimed our help against the ruler, who had re- 
ceived, with open arms, the known enemy of Shah Soojah. But there 
were other and far more urgent incentives to action. Our own safety 
was involved in that of SarA-Sung. was^ essential to our well-being 
that that fort should remain in the hands of a friend. U would have been 
madness to have sat tamely, while our enemy was secniring to himself the 
possession cf a stronghold beneath our very eyes, 'fhe petty Usbeg chief 
could not have successfully resisted, for any length of time; the fort must 
have hdleii into Ibe hands of Dost Mahomed and his Usbeg friends ; it would 
become a son of rallying point to our enemies, from whence they could 
have harassed and annoyed our small detachment during the winter. It 
w'as of the utmost importance, moreover, to impress our neighbours with a 
due^idea of our power, vigour, and daring. Had \fe, on the other hand, 
reinaiiietl quiet spectators of.tlie doings at Syghiui, so manifestly hostile 
to our interests, such forbearance would have been attributed to fear and 
a knowledge of our own weakiic.ss. Fortunately, Dr. Lord wa« a man of 
a vigorous nuiid, quick and accurate in judgment, and decisive in action. 
Our ^'hiall detachment was entirely thrown upon its own resources, and it be- 
came absolutely necessary to c'onceal our real weakness and iusulliciency 
to cope with the dangers with which we wxtc surrounded : at this period, 
a shew ul' irresolution or timidity would have greatly embarrassed our si- 
tuation ; but one bold stroke insured to us tranquillity and safety during 
the ensuing winter. 

“ Lord’s plans were soon formed : he communicated with the military 
superior, and a detachment was immediately prepared for secret service, 
while the Political Agent despatched a messenger to Gholaum Beg, desir- 
ing him to quit Syglian immediately, and warning him, that should he re- 
main there alter sunset on the 30th, he might expect a visit from the Fe- 
ringees. Lord’s design was to make a foray or chupao on the camp of the 
besiegers ; and the country between Syghau and Bameean being of a very 
dilficult nature, and the great object of the expedition being celerity of 
movement, so as to effect a surprise on the enemy, — no ordnance ac- 
companied the detachment, which was ordered to be composed as follows : 
sixty-five iion-comraissioned oilicers and troopers from the Native Horse 
Artillery, under Lieut. Mackenzie ; one hundred and twenty bayonets 
from the Shah’s Goorkah cor^s, under Lieut. Bruadfout, and a detachment 
of Clyristie’s horse,* under a native officer ; the whole party being com- 

• A binall detail of this* corps. Iiad been left at Udmccan, the purpoac of oicortiiig eameJi to 
Cabul. 
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manded by Captain Hay. In addition to these troops, about thirty *^or 
forty A%han horsc^ belonging to the Agency, accompanied the detachment, 
binder the command of Lieut. Rattray ; and the Hakim* of Ranieean sup- 
plied his quota of one hundred Aifgban horse. 

** The destination of the dctachmenf was not known until the 30th, and 
at sunset of that day, before which time it was calculated that Gholaum 
Beg must have received Dr. Lord*s message, the j)arty set* out from Ba- 
meean. 

“ It was a long and wear,v march, and thti nights were tlien intensely 
cold. .At first they wound by a straggling path through dark and narrow 
glens, rendered still more dreary and dismal by the dim and uncertain 
light of the stars ; then mounting the almost perpendicular# face of the 
mountain, by a steep winding road, they traversed, for many miles, the 
undulating summits of the hills, until they reached the small fort of 
Akrobat, situated about midway between Bamcean and Syghaii. Here 
the detachment was obliged to halt awhile, as many w ere still behind, the 
cavalry portion having far outstripped the infantry, who were, however, 
mounted on tattoos ; 'but there were many of them of but inferior des- 
cription, wliile others had to carry double weight, so they did not progress 
very rapidly. As soon as the stragglers had been collected, the party again 
set forvvart^, and, after crossing the Kotul of Akrobat, plunged into a series 
of the most tremendous and gloomy defiles. Here, through the darkness 
and the roughness of the pathw'ay which they followed, they were rftces- 
sarily obliged to travel with caution, so that the sun had already gilded 
the summits of the hills, when they reached the small valley and solitary 
fort at Iliatoo. Here the little party w^as formed, in order to be in readi- 
ness for the coming attack ; and they marched on, expecting every mo- 
ment, as they rounded some projecting rock, to come in sight of the Tartar 
camp ; but it was not until they had journeyed some six miles beyond 
Iliatoo, that the fort of Sar-i-Sung, perched on the summit of a lofty rock, 
burst upon their view. As the leading files entered the valley, the defend- 
erfa hailed the approach of the Feringees with loud and exulting cheers. 
These cries seem to have given the enemy the first notice of the approach 
of our troops, for when the cavalry debouched from some orchards which 
surround the rock on which the fort stands, the Usbegs were seen rapidly 
Hocking to the centre of their camp, and mounting their horses, which 
were there picketed in rows. , ' 

“ At first it w'as supposed that the Usbegs were forming line to reir^eive 
our attack; and, the word being given, the native troopers and Affghan 
horse, led by their respective officers, dashed forward to the charge, while 
the infantry followed in support. But the ufta of resistance never entered 
the minds of those composing the valorous host opposed to us ; each man 


* " Hakim” — Uovernor, 
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mcAiiilcd Ills horse, and they fled separately, each seeking his own in- 
dividual safety ; some pursuing their rapid course doii^n the valley, while 
others mountpd the steep hills, inclosing it on the north. I'he troopcrr^ 
and Rattray’s horse galloped past th^ enemy’s camp, which remained stand- 
ing, and ':ontinucd the pursuit somo^ distance* down the valley; but 1 am 
sorry to say, that the greater number of the men composing the R(akim’s 
quota, considered the Usbeg tents as the proper termination to the chase ; 
for they pulled up, an(f immediately commenced serious work in what is 
in their eyes the main object of every ej^pedijion — plunder. This appears 
to be the invariable custom of the Aflghan soldier; he never dreams of 
pursuing, but as soon as the enemy is driven oflj he turns to reap w'hat 
harvest may^iave been left on the field. It is thus that they have frequent- 
ly met with complete overthrows, after having first gained the day; the 
enemy returning and pouncing on them when in confusion, and unpre- 
pared for a fresh attack. 

“ The fields around Syglian are, many of them, marshy, and the valley is 
much intersected by ditches, so that our men, not being accustomed to 
steeple chases, met with many awkward, but, fortunately, harmless, ac- 
cidents. Fear lent wings to Jhe Usbegs, and but few of them were over- 
taken, The chase was, however, continued some miles down the valley, 
before the troops were recalled from the fruitless pursuit. As fo'» Gholaum 
Reg, though the greatest efforts were made to capture him, he got clear 
off, and did not draw' bridle till he reached Kamurd. Khilich Beg, being 
hard pressed, shut himself up, with a few followers, in a small fort belong- 
ing to Murad Reg, about a mile and a half below Syghan. 'flie pursuit 
was continued beyond this, and when returning, our people were fired on 
by the men inside; but, luckily, no further damage was done than wound* 
iiig two horses. The detachment had not left Ramcean totally unprepar- 
ed for such an emergency, but two bags of powder had been provided for 
the purpose of blowing open a gate, should such a step be necessary. 
However, on being summoned by Doctor Lord, Khilich Reg agreed to 
come in and submit, a promise which he fulfilled a few days afteN 
w'ards. 

** Meantime, the Infantry had climbed the hills in pursuit of those who 
had fled in that direction ; but they met with as little success as the Ca- 
valry. The Goorkahs are famed for their activity, and the^ facility with 
wlfi^h the^ climb the mountain side; but the Usbegs had the start, and 
kept*it. They are not in general well mounted, but it is surprising to see 
the ease and safety with which their small horses gallop along the nar- 
row, dizzy pathways among hills, which appear nearly inaccessible. So 
our men only got a few' long shots at them, which did not, 1 imagine, 
cause jnuch slaughter. How'ever, it was not our object to destroy them, 
but more to instil a little fear; in order to insure our own safety. 
Their loss must have been slight, not above 7 or 8 killed or wounded : I 
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should consider that the utmost. Of our party, one Afghan was mortaWy 
wounded. , ^ 

r ** This little alfair, although so bloodless, no doubt created a favorable 
impression among both friends and enemies. About one hundred horsemen 
and the same number of infantry, put to ilight a far superior body of Us- 
begs. Native accounts, if 1 remember aright, numbered the latter at six 
or seven hundred ; but J fancy their strength would be more cSrrectly stated 
at three hundred and fifty, or four hundred fightiug'men, with grooms and 
otlier followers. Of our owjp pa^jfy, I have^-before mentioned, that the 
Hakim’s men, mostly, stopt to plunder; the detachment of Irregular horse 
did not come up until the affair had been concluded. 

“The Usbegs were completely surprised, and left their cai^p and bag- 
gage on the ground. It is said that when Gholaum Beg received Lord’s 
message, he laughed, and said, the Feringhees are elephants, and cannot 
move quick ; it will be time to go, when wc hear of their starting.” He af- 
terwards complained that we were down upon him too soon ; for that he 
had intended to start at ten o’clock that morning. Poor man ! he not only 
lost all his camp cquip{.ge, but his breakfast to boot; his pillau was found 
smoking on the fire. 

“ The detachment returned to Bamcean immediately after having rais- 
ed the sie*;e of Sar-i-Saiig; and the beneficial effects of the measure soon 
shewed themselves. Dost Mahomed’s star, which had lor a time shone 
forth, was again dimmed by a cloud; his fortunes waned, and the mf oral 
consequence was, that of those who had followed the unfortunate monarch 
into exile, many now deserted him in his utmost need; his funds failed 
fast, and the ex-Aineer was forced to grant a discharge to those of his 
Ibllowers, who demanded it. During the month of November, many of 
these, with their wives and families, passed through Bameean on their 
way to Cubul. It truly seemed an act of baseness to forsake the fallen 
man, whose favours they had enjoyed during the hour of prosperity ; yet 
some excuse may be offered. They were reduced to the most lamentable 
plight, if tlie accounts which we received may be relied on. The Ameer 
had no money, and could not support so many dependents; they were 
therefore, obliged to resort to the sale of horses and other property, to pro- 
cure the means of subsistence for themselves and i'amilies. They remain- 
ed with him (pr some time, hoping that fortune would wear a more favor- 
able aspect; but Gholaum Beg’s unsuccessful expedition to Syghan, diiS^i- 
pated any bright visions which might have been conjured up, and Dost 
Mahomed himself, now lachar and dispirited, gave to many a written dis- 
charge, under his own seal, and bade them seek their livelihood else- 
where. 

“ During November and the early part of the following month, bu^ little 
occurred to iiiterriipt the monotony of our existence. The winter gradu- 
ally increased in severity, but wc were now able to bid defiance to the 
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frOsta and snows of this dreary region. The troops were nil established 
ill winter quarters as comfortably as we could expect. , 

“The expiUsion of the Wnllee’s troops from the valley of Syghan, hai 
the effect of opening our commurications with I'oorkistan ; and various 
diploma ic efforts were now made, jwhich had for their object the gapturc 
or surrender of the Ameer; but unfortunately, these negociations were 
unattended b^ success. It is certain, that the natives of Central Asia, 
have on some points very strict notions of honour ; for though Dost Ma- 
homed has been at differCiftt periods in tbp power of the Aifghan, the 
Usbeg, and the llazareh, and though large sums liave been always oifered 
for possession of his person, yet no one has been found base enough to 
betray the fugitive monarch, though he has trusied himself among those 
who were at one time his open enemies. 

“ Our immediate neighbours, the inhabitants of Dameean and its vicinity, 
appeared to be a quiet and orderly race of people. The lower orders 
especially were friendly and inoffensive towards us, professedly preferring 
the presence of our orderly troops, to that of the rude Affghan soldiers, 
who had formerly been quartered in the valley* and who were wont 
to oppress and lord it over tjie less warlike cultivators of the soil. They 
shewed a decided partiality towards British arbitration, for they almost in- 
variably appealed to the justice of the Agent, instead of to thal^of the Aff- 
ghan Governor. Such 1 believe also, to be the case in various other parts 
of the country, for these native superintendents are not much famed 
for cv( 11 -handed justice ; the longest purse carries more weighty arguments 
than the dearest evidence; and the principal object wdtli these gentry 
appears to be the screwing as much money as possible, out of the unfortu- 
nate rgots. The Hakim, whom we found established at Bamecan, on oift* 
arrival, was recalled, on the representation of Dr. Lord, before the close of - 
the year. But there was one class of people to whom our coming was 
by no means agreeable ; they considered us as interlopers, and industrious- 
ly endeavoured to create a party against us ; these were the chiels, in- 
lluential men of the valley, who, albeit they had no particular fault to find 
with us, felt their power was weakened, and independence threatened 
by our presence: no doubt, too, they yet retained some attachment 
towards the old regime, under which they had often enjoyed an immunity 
from taxes through the inability of the Governors to coerce them. Tiiese 
meq, a shoft time after our arrival, united and formed a conspiracy against 
us : "but, fortunately, their plana w'ere timely discovered, and Irusiratcd 
by the Political Agent, Dr. Lord. 

“ But little snow' fell in the valley in the month of December, but the 
lofty hills encircling us were clothed in one sheet of white, save where rose 
some dark sharp ridges, which presented no resting place for the ffakes. 
Before the 15th, the Passes over the Hindoo Koosh were closed against 
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all but footmen, and consequently our communication with Cabul became 
.less frequent, and more difficult. But the roads leading to the northward 
trere still open, and it was about this time, or rather earlier in the 
month, that we received reports from Toorkistan, which again interrupted 
the quiet tenor of our lives. In the course of the preceding month, we 
heard that the Dost had been meditating a flight towards Persia, notwith- 
standing several urgent solicitations or commands from the King of 
Bokhara to repair to his Court. On the 9th December, intelligence reach- 
ed us, that the Ameer had quitter*- Kooloom,‘'^w route to Persia; but that 
he had been compelled to relinquish his projected journey, and to betake 
himself to Bokhara; and soon afterw^ards wo heard that the Wallee was 
bent upon attacking Kamurd; and that the Amecr-ool-Moomiinccn, (His 
Majesty of Bokhara,) had oflered his daughter in marriage to the ex-chief 
of Cabul, with the Province of Balk as a dowry ; and that, at the same 
time, he promised to aid the fugitive monarch towards the recovery of his 
dominions, by despatching forthwith an army of 12,000 men to overwhelm 
the garrison of Bameean. Now, although much credence was not due 
to such a report, yet it was not altogether unworthy of consideration. 
Prudence is by no means a bad quality, when it is not allied to fear : all 
of our little society at Bameean agreed that, though the march of an army 
from Bokhara to our valley was by no means a probable event, it would 
be advisable to take such precautions as lay in our power, and to 
strengthen our position as much as possible. ‘ 

The time had now come, w'hen our little detachment of scarce 700 
bayonets, was entirely thrown upon its own resources ; we knew that 
no aid could come to us; grim winter with his frosts and snows had barred 
all access to our valley from the Cabul side, we were alone, and exposed 
. to the attacks of all the hordes of 'lartary. It was on a consideration 
of these peculiar circumstances of our situation, that it was determined to 
construct intrenchments, capable of resisting any attacks of an enemy 
unprovided with artillery. Our position was not a particularly good one, 
id a military point of view, being overlooked and commanded by hills 
on either side, at distances respectively of about 600 and 350 yards ; yet no 
more favorable spot could be found in the valley, the distance between the 
hills being there at its utmost extent, and our three forts being so placed 
as to alTord mutual defence, (forming as it were, the three angles of a 
triangle,) and to command access to either river. The table land above 
would have aflbrded a much stronger position ; but the idea of forming in- 
trenchments there could not, for a moment, be entertained at that period 
of the year, as there was no shelter for our troops. Dr. Lord, although he 
fully concurred in the advisability of erecting the proposed breastworks, 
w'as dissatisfied with the position, on account of the defects noted above ; 
and it was partly with a view to reconnoitre the neighbouring valley 
of Syghan, in hopes of finding there a more favorable spot, and partly 
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on account of the moral inllucnce which he expected a forward movement 
would create, that he determined on proceeding in person to Sar-i-Sung, . 
accompanied hy a detachment, eventually destined to garrison that fort® 
ress.* • ^ 

“ The party (consisting of two Companies of Infantry and 25 t);oopers 
as Cavalry, with two mortars and a 3-poundcr gun) left IBamcean on 
the 17th of ^)ecember; and about the same time the intreuchmenU 
were commenced under the direction of Lieutenants Broadfoot and Mac- 
kenzie. 

“ Immediately on debouching from the defile, the traveller, turning his 
eyes to the right, beholds the grey battlements of Sar-i-Sung, w'hile, im- 
mediately i» front, and but a few paces distant, is the Mehman-Khaneb, 
by which name is dignified a i*ow of dome-roofed huts, enclosed by a square 
wall ; ^he accommodation which these afford, would not exactly accord with 
our notions of hospitality ; yet, nevertheless, their dirty walls have, I 
doubt not, often yielded most welcome shelter from the wintry winds to 
the way-worn and benumbed traveller. 

“.The fort isi perched ou the summit of an isohit^.d rock, about 120 feet 
high, and but a short distanec from the hills bounding the valley on the 
southern side ; its sliape is oblong, the greatest length being cast and 
west, — and the walls arc of brick, and, though far from substaiftial except 
on one side, are stronger than those of the generality of forts to be met 
with.* The rock on two sides (the western and southern) is completely per- 
pendicular, a.nd on the other sides, only sufficiently sloping to admit of the 
narrow winding pathways, which lead to the gateway in the eastern face •, 
this latter side is the strongest portion of the fort, and is Hanked by two 
well built towers. The interior space is much contracted, and subdivided b^ 
a second gateway, over which, as well as above the outer gate, is one of Uie 
balaklianehs or principal rooms of the fort. At the foot of the rock on the 
northern side are the ruins of a village, which was destroyed, I believe, by 
JMorad Beg, and beyond these, and also on the eastern and western sides, 
there arc some orchards of apricot trees. The valley here is about tlie 
same breadth as that of Bamcean, and it is watered by a small stream, 
which, immediately after washing the base of the southern hills, liow's 
close under the water of 'the Mehman-khanch, and then, bending out- 
wards, skirts the orchards, and continues its course towards tlic east. 
Evcmtually it forms a junction with the rivulets of Bamcean and Ka- 
nmrd, and passing Goree and Kbondooz, empties itself into the 
Oxus. 


* The aj^ent sent an application to Cabal for a roinforcemun I of fo.u Companies of Jnl'anlry ; 
but, as expected, the supply was refused. 

t “ ti!ir-i-Sung" means literally the “ top of the rock." J huvo saiil “ is jierched," but more cor- 
rectlj 1 should have written in the past ten-se, as the building is now no longer. 


L 
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“ From causes already mentioned, this valley of Syghan is far less 
• productive tlian that of Bameean. Immediately,, in front of the fort, and 
4)etwccri it and the northern hills, there are several cultivated fi(!lds ; 
hut towards the west, stony, undulating ground succeeds, and east of 
the fort, stretch for a considerable ^distance, some waste lands, green 
and marshy, entirely neglected by the inhabitants. The hills around are 
insignificant when compared with those visible from BaUicean, as they 
do not form a portion of the great snowy range ; their hue is generally 
of a reddish brown, their outline rugged, and though low, they are ex- 
ceedingly difficult to surmo)ant. '*rhe most striking feature of the valley 
is, as may be supposed, the rock and fortress of Sar-i-Suiig. The 
former, viewed from the north or west, rises majestically from the cen- 
tre of the orchards, which belt its base ; and the old grey ‘.Vails, diver- 
sified with tower and keep, frowning over the valley stretched below, 
remind the traveller of those relics of the feudal ages, which arc still 
frequently to be seen in our own land. But this lordly fortress, in its 
towering gnindeur, presents to the eye an idea of strength, far greater 
than that which it actually possesses, for immediately to the soutli, and 
within easy musket range, is a hill which entirely commands it, and 
which looks into the interior space, taking the northern battlements 
ill reverse. 

“ The inliabitants of Syghan, Kamurd, and the neighbouring parts, are 
of several lliflerent tribes ; oven in the same fort, Tajicks, Hazarehs, and 
Usbegs may be found, Mahomed Ali Beg calls himself a Toork, while 
Khilich Beg, whose fort is about five miles down the valley, is an Usbeg ; 
Kudum Shah Beg, again, who lives higher up and nearer the Dundan-i- 
Shisun, is an Hazarch. Izit-oollah Khan, of Kamurd, is a Tijjick ; 
Sirdar Syud Maliomed, of the l)usht-i-Sufaid, near the Nal-i-Ferish 
pass, boasts himself a Tartar ; Pursund Shah, of Dooab, is of the Haza- 
reh race, and Baba Beg, of Banuck, near Kamurd, is chief of a tribe 
called Ajuree. Among people of such various races, it is not to be 
wondered at, that there should be as many interests as clans. Dissensions 
arc, of course, frequent, and it is only when all are equally assailed, 
threatened by some external foe equally the object of fear or hatred to 
all, that the Usbeg and Hazarch, the Tartar and the Ajuree, will unite. 
Most of these were for a time our professed friends. Khilich Beg, how- 
ever, was at all times an object of suspicign, and Baba Beg Ajuree 
never joined us ; but he was one of the few.^ 

" One of Lord’s objects in visiting Syghan was, as I before mention- 
ed, to see whether a better military position might not be mere found 
than that which we occupied at Bameean. But it did .not require 'great 
examination to shew us, that the fort itself was unfitted for that purpose, 
both from its size, (it not being capable of holding more than two com- 
panies,) and from its situation, being commanded at musket shot dis- 
tance. ITic ground, however, occupied by the orchards and between 
the rock ond the river, could have been formed into an exceedingly de- 
fensible post by the addition of some field works, as it had the advantage 
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of being screened from fire the lull by tlie fort, which might have 
been held as a citadel, by a few men. The advanced state of the sea- 
son. and the want of cover for the troops, however, prevented our enter-* 
taining any idea of a present charjge of quiyrters. There was no event 
of any consequence occurred during our stay in the valley. JLiOrd’s 
time was principally occui)ied iii receiving the native chiefs, of whom 
several paid him visits of ceremony, Khilich Beg being among the 
number. It was curiftus to observe with what care this last named 
chief avoided collision with bis rival ; no doubt, too, he felt considerable 
satisfaction at seeing his old enemy ooligeft to yield j)Ossession of his 
stronghold into other hands, and to betake himself to one of his otlier 
forts, of a far less ostentatious description ; for Mahomed Ali Beg held 
several eitluJI: in his own name, or in that of his son or brother. Most 
of the neighbouring chiefs, cither in ])cr!son visited the Political Agent, or 
sent messengers to him ; but the man of Baniick seemed to be of a stub- 
born disj)osition, and did neither, ap))earing to be not so fully impressed, 
as were the others, with our powers and greatness ; on the contrary, 
while we were at Sar-i-Sung, a rciport came to us, that he actually 

meditated a chupao on our detachment. « 

• 

\*The party rctura to Bam9ean, and the author describes the march. 

He then proceeds.^ 

** Meanwhile Dost Mahomed Khan was an inmate of a ju’ison at Bo- 
khara. 

“ Phave said, that the hopes of a brighter fortune, which this unhap- 
py Prince at one time nourished, were rudely frustrated by the intel- 
ligcncci of Gholaiim Beg’s disaster ; and the beneficial working of liord’s 
vigorous policy was fully developed. It is true, that the evil was merely 
averted ; but as he could not possibly have foreseen the events, which 
aftenvards rendered all the advantage, previously gained, nugatory, the 
praise due to him for having succeeded in driving the Ameer from the 
Houthern banks of the Oxus, should not be withheld. lOespair was 
largely infused among the followers of the fugitive moniirch, and he 
himself, too, on whom care had laid its heavy hand, no doubt shared iji 
this feeling, and suffered some anxiety to steal upon him, when he heard 
of the sudden blow struck by the Feringees, and knew not what more 
might follow. He no longer felt himself secure, and almost immediate- 
ly prepared for flight towards Persia, where he felt sure of a favourable 
reception, his mother being a native of that country ; but day by day he 
dchvj^ed hiS departure, perhaps with a lingering hope, that something 
advaAtageous might yet occur to prevent the nec^jssity of so long a 
journey, — perhaps, through financial difficulties ; but at length he set 
out, accompanied by his sons and his brother, the Nuwaub Jubbur 
Khan : his journey, poor man, did not end in the way which he had 
anticipated. I never heard the exact route by which he was proceeding, 
but h« must have passed within a short distance of Bidkh ; for the Go- 
vernor of that place, which is subject to the rule of Bokhara, sent him 
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a message*, iftiucsting him to give him a meeting, as he had some pro- 
posiils to make to him on the part of the Ameer-ool-Moomumeen, 
•Dost Mahomed sent his brother the Nuwaub to him, to hear what these 
j)roposaLs might be; but the Governor of Balkh laid hold upon the 
ciivoy^ and declared that hc*^ would i»t free him until tlie Ameer in per- 
son came. Accordingly the ex-chief went to procure the liberation of 
his brother, and when arrived at that once famous, hut noW insignificant 
city, he found liimself little less than a prisoner. ’’ Jubbur Khan was re- 
leased, but the dethroned monarch was informed, that the king of 
Bokhara desired liis presence. Perfectly helpless, he could not but accede, 
and, perhaj)s, at the time he entertained hopes of a friendly rec^jtion. 
The Niiwaub returned to Kooloom with his own and the Dost’s family, 
whik) the other, accom})anied by the young Khans, Akbaf*^and Al’zul, 
rej)aired to Bokhara. There, instead of meeting with the reception, 
which first rejiorts led us to believe awaited him, the whole partv were 
thrown into dungeons, and thus did Dost Mahomed, in fleeing frcjm the 
British, who would have proved then, as now, kind hosts rather than 
enemies, become dependent on the caprices of a tyrant. 

* :is ^ :ic ^ * 

“ The full force of winter set in at Bamccan, about the middle of 
January. Before that time the party iiad returned from Syghan, 
with the p'ception of the Infantry, who had been left there under the 
command of Lieut. Golding. I must j)ass briefly over the next few 
months, for there was nothing worthy of mention occurred during 
them. We had frequent falls of snow early in the new year, and the 
frost increased much in intensity, the thermometer, during January, 
frequently falling to 10® and 12® below Zero; the rivers, both of Fou- 
ladi and Bamecan were frozen over to a considerable thickness, and 
springs issuing from the hill side froze, as they trickled down, before 
they could reach the stream. Our houses admitted the cold air in a 
very unpleasant manner, and it was seldom that we could keep oiir 
rooms sufficiently warm, to raise the quicksilver above the freezing 
point. Fuel, too, was unfortunately both scarce and expensive, and 
long before tlie necessity for fires passed away, we were compelled to 
bum bushes and shrubs, even assafoetida plant, and dried cow dung. 
I’his severe weather was found rather favorable to our European consti- 
tutions, but our men suffered severely from the cold. We reduced our 
number of night sentries as much as possible, on this account, and, for- 
tunately, they had all been well provided with warm clothing. Govern- 
ment having issued poshteens (sheep-skin coats and cloaksy and \wiTm 
gloves and stockings; still, the Shah's regiment lost several men 'from 
affection of the chest and lungs, 

“ The construction of the defensive works, commenced in December, 
was prosecuted with but little intermission, except at times, when the 
snow’ compelled us to desist during the wdntcr months. The soldiers of 
the garrison, divided into several w’orking parties, as well as abotit 200 
i^uzarclis, who \verc most hai)py to be hired, were employed in this use- 
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ful labour. But the work did uot progress very rapidly ; the days were 
very short, and the mcyruings and evenings too cold for such employ-, 
ment ; the frozen ground too was almost impervious to our pickaxesf 
and in some places it was so hard,|and so thickly interspersed with stone 
or frag.-ients of rock, that we werc^ obliged to have recourse to blasting. 
But our supply of powder was too small to allow of our expending it thus, 
except when •absolutely obliged, otherwise we should have completed 
the lines much quicker. All idea of their necessity had soon passed 
away, yet we still thought jour time well employed in their formation. 
After events fully proved their utility, tor afthough not actually reduced 
to defend them against an enemy ; still there is Init little doubt that the 
knowledge of their existence alone jirevented the more ra])id advance of 
the Ameer and the allied forces ; and thus, time was given us to augment 
our strength and resume the offensive. 

“ From tiiii''. to time we received accounts of the progiess of the Rus- 
sian army towards Khiva, but this gave us no cause of anxiety, as the 
failure of the expedition was generally expected ; our attention was 
more particularly directed towards the prisoner of Bokhara and the 
Nuwaub of Kooloom. The former had been dejyrived by his arl)itrary 
niHifter of nearly all his dependents, only live or six men besides his 
son?) being allowed to reihain with him ; the remainder were sent 
back to Tush Koorghaii. .lubber Khan, now left alone, seemed much 
inclined to accept the offer of the British, but he wavereif yet for a 
long time. The Wallce had, very generously, yielded to him for 
his ihuintenance, the transit duties on merchandize passing through 
his dominion : so he was now better able to su[)port his still somewhat 
numerous j^arty. The principal cause of the Nuwaul/s indecision 
seems to have been a threat, which, it is reported, the king of Bokhara 
held out, that the news of Jubbar Khan's surrender to us, would be 
the signal for the decapitation of liis brother. Whether this was 
the case or not, I cannot, say : but there is no doubt that the family 
long time feared that such a result would attend their departure 
from Kooloom. On the 20th of February, the eldest son of the Nu- 
waub, a lad of about eighteen years of age, named Abdool Ghuniiic 
Khan, attended by a small sowarric, arrived in our lines, having 
been sent by his father, with friendly messages to Lord. The Khan, 
a sharp, intelligent youth, was of course received and treated with 
tlic utmost kindness, and he in a short time, declared himself so 
pleased with his changed circumstances, that he would not willingly re- 
turp to KJbloom, except for the express purpose of bringing the Nuwaub 
with* him to Bameean. He looked upon the Host's situation in a very 
philosophical manner, considering him already a dead man, and therefore 
the fate which might await him, in case the Nuwaub came in, a matter of 
but small consequence. Some months after, the Ameer made use of 
simihir expressions ; for, when he was engaged with the Wallee, in his 
campaign against the Kafters, being reminded that his wife and family 
were in our power, he merely answered, “ I have no family, I have 
buried my wife and children.” 
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^ In the montli of March, though the winter had not actually passed 
. away, a considerate change in the weather toolj place. The snow had 
entirely disa 2 )poarcd from the valley, and the ice had been broken up and 
washed away by the swelling watery of tlie rivers ; the days became 
warmer, though it still froze' hard at j^ight, (but no longer with such in- 
tensity,) and snow occasiomdly fell. It was in this month that there 
occurred in the neighbourhood of Barneean, one of those *cvents, wliich 
so often happen in a country conquered, but nob subdued ; and which, 
-however much they are to be deplored, yet ^cannot be avoided without 
injury to the interests of tlid state, or disgrace to its arms. 

“ ilie circumstance to wliich I allude was an affair wliich took jilace 
on the 14th of the month, between us and some Hazarehs of tlie neigh- 
bourhood. It was a very unfortunate event, and at the i;im('. led to 
much censure being heaped on Lord’s head, through a total ignorance of 
the circumstances of the case on the part of those who blamed him. 
The contumacy of a few obstinate men obliged us to proceed to vigorous 
measures, which, hoAVCver, I am glad to say, were unattended with 
gross tyranny and wanton barbarity. 

“ The valley of Fo^dadi from its enihouchure leads towards the South- 
west, penetrating the Kohi Baba range. For a distance of some six 
miles, it is of considerable breadth, but at 'chat i)oint, it branches into 
several narrow dharrahs, each watered by a small stream, all of wdiich 
unite at nearly the same point, forming the larger rivulet which flows 
into the Bamcean river. These dharrahs run into the very heart of 
the mountains, the streams rising at the foot of the dark rocky ’clefts 
which contain the perpetual snows. Above the point of separation, 
there me but few forts, and these are perched above the valley’s terre- 
plcin, usually on some level ledge in the hill side, or in a sheltered nook 
(if the mountains : but the spaces between the forks formed by three of 
tliese dells, are occupied by table-lands, raised above tlie bottom below 
about 150 feet, and of triangular sluqics ; upon these there are upw'anls 
of twenty forts, grouped in dillerent places, but never at any great dis- 
tance apart. Over tliesc, there were two chieftains, Mir Molicb and 
SJiah Nusser, who were indeed the heads of all the Hazarcli tribes, 
dwelling between Barneean and the Kohi Baba : it was with the inhabi- 
tants of some of these forts, the subjects of the last named potentate, 
tluit our quarrel commenced. 

“ I have before casually adverted to the difficulty we experienced in 
jiroviding forage for the horses belonging to our detachment. Before 
the winter set in, we were in the habit of sending men to a considerable 
distance, to a spot amid the hills near Akrohat, where there was a 
quantity of the long dry chummun grass. This was of a bad quality, 
very far from nutritious, but as a pis alter we collected as much as pos- 
sible, until the snows and frosts drove our people to seek shelter in the 
\^ley, and thenceforward, we were obliged to depend on the supplies 
of dried lucerne and straw, which the neighbouring forts and caves con- 
tained. The natives sold willingly, though at heavy prices, as long as 
their stock lasted ; but day by day, as time wore ou, we were obliged to 
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extend onr forage circle, although on the representation of the commis- 
sary, the officer in charge of the artillery had consicWrably reduced the. 
daily feeds of the gun-horses. The commissariat agent travelled some* 
times to a considerable distance i^ search of forage, even to Shibr and 
Kaloo. In March he succeeded ii| purchasJing a large supply of boosah 
(at exorbitant charge*) at one of Shah Nusser s forts on the table-land. 
From this ht? was in the habit of taking away and bringing into the 
lines, a certain quantity daily, not having carriage sufficient to remove 
all at one time. But on thp 13th, while he was thus engaged, a quarrel* 
arose at the fort ; it apparently originated* between the Hazarehs and 
some Affghan sowars, who had gone thither to purchase grain for the 
use of Abdool Ghunnie Khan. The cause of the disturbance was 
never satisfactorily ascertained, but it ended in, not only the Affghans, 
but our own people also, being driven off and pelted. On this, one of 
our people, m^tundly provoked by such unmerited (for such it appeared 
to be,* as far as we could Jearn,) treatment, uttered some threats which 
the Hazarehs received contemptxiously. 

" This incident wo learned about midday on the 13th, and messengers 
were immediately despatched by the Political Agept, to learn from Shah 
Nus*ser the cause of the outbreak ; but no answer was returned, further 
thah, that he declined our ihtQrfercrice in toto. Mir Moheb denied any 
partici})ation in the other man’s doings, and, as he was a superior cliicf 
to Sliah Nusser, lie was deputed by Lord to use his endeavours towards 
an amicable adjustment. He, however, met with no more success than 
our dwn messenger ; all the answer was, that the chief was ‘ yagi,’ or 
insurgent. Several other men of considerable influence in the valley, 
among them Moollah Mccr Mahomed and Alladah Khan (ool Syudabatl) 
were sent as envoys to the implacable Hazarehs ; but the iiegociations 
were all fruitless. The wishes which Lord conveyed to him, were cei«. 
tainly not such as he could have found any difficulty or hardship in com- 
plying with. The Political Agent asked him to exjdain the cause of the 
quarrel, in order that the offenders, on which ever side they should prove 
to be, might be punished. He further said, '* If you wish to be our 
friend, you will submit to this arbitration ; if I find our people to blame, 
you may rest assured that I will punish them ; if you will not agree to 
make some explanation, I cannot but consider you as an enemy.” Such, 
or to such effect, were Lord’s messages ; but Shah Nusser persisted in a 
dogged silence with regard to the quarrel ; merely declining our inter- 
ference, refusing to acknowledge Lord’s authority ; furthermore, he 
alA^cd us^s Kaffirs, and swore we might bring our guns as soon as we 
chosb. Every means were used in vain to conciliate him. The urbabs,t 
whom 5ve employed as our ambassadors, were the most respectable men 
of the neighbourhood, and if any one could have persuaded him, they 
could. There is no doubt that the promptness of the proceedings, which 

* About thi:» time, straw sold for a rupee a maund ; und dried lucerne about 25 or 30 seers 
the ru))ec. • 

The principal man in a fort is usually thus designated 
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followed the Hazarch’s contemptuous defiance, alone prevented the 
insurrection from Uecoming more general. In such matters, the great- 
est difficulty is in commencing, and the Hazarehs having, tl ms thrown 
down the gauntlet, I think it highly firohable that the others were glad 
to j)crceivc the first steps taken ; hut /^hat, with their usual caution, they 
waiteef to sec what the result might he. 

“ All negociation having failed ; the Hazarehs prepared for our com- 
ing. The revolt of one solitary chieftain was certainly a matter of but 
little importance, although he possessed some ten forts, strongly placed. 
But Lord did not view the affair in that light ; it was to be considered 
not what Shah Nusser himself could effect, but what results might 
follow the contumacy of one man, if allowed to pass unnoticed. Jiurd was 
by no means a careless observer, and he saw at once that snob a spirit, if 
left unchecked, might rapidly increase to an alarming extent ; tliat the 
spark if not extinguished might become a flame. He acted wisely and 
promptly : when he found his advances towards conciliation rudely 
repulsed, he marched troops against him ; and this took place at noon 
the next day. Let it not be said that this was too hasty ; it shewed 
decision, but not precipitation. As Shah Nusser dwelt only half an hour’s 
ride from Bameean, 24 hours gave plenty of time for negociation ; it was 
clear enough, that if he conceded not \\:ithin that period he wouhhnot 
yield at all. As soon as it was found that wc must liavc recourse to 
force, expedition was advisable, both for example sake and to prevent 
the Hazarehs from having time to prepare, or to gain fresh adherents to 
their cause, by calling on the neighbouring tribes for their assist^ince ; 
every day we delayed would have given them fresh courage. And 
so, next day at noon, four companies of infantry, two guns and about 
sixty horse marched against him; not because he refused to give us 
grass for our horses, hut because he refused to acknowledge the authori- 
ty of the then Governor of Bameean. 

“ Quern Deus vult perdere, prius dementaty \^erlly they were madmen, 
the inhabitants of that small fort, who shut their gates against us, and 
appeared on the towers, with their matchlocks, evidently prepared to 
a^ail us. Wc had just come within sight of the table-lands before 
mentioned; they were immediately in our front, about 400 yards, distant. 
On the nearest point of one on our right front, we observed a consider- 
able crowd of armed men, but on the left lumd one, no enemy was visi- 
ble : the forts on it were said to belong to Mir Moheb, while those on 
the one occupied, were the property of Shah Nusser. Up this hill we 
were to have ascended, as above was our object ; but the foolikh conduct 
of the fort below saved us the trouble. It belonged to the refractory 
Hazareh chieftain, and was situated in the valley close to the road, and 
about 4.50 yards from the position which the enemy had taken up. 
We were much surprised, when we reached it, to see the warlike atti- 
tude assumed by those within, for wc did not expect to meet with any 
opposition below. The column was accordingly .halted ; and liattray, 
the Political Assistant, rode to the gate of the fort, and commenced a 



AFFAlll WITH THKtUAZAREllS. 


Si 

piiflcy with them. 'Fhey refused to open their gate ; iieitlicr would they 
send a man down to ccj/ifcr with our party. After .some time wasted . 

thus, Rattray returned and reported his failure in inducing them t(» 
yield ; but Lord requested him tc^ try again. Accordingly, talcing Ali 
Usker, tv Persian attendant with hi|n, he agfiin presented himself below 
tlie turret, although by this time, the garrison of the fort were nfaking 
signals to tht>se occupying the hill, apparently to induce them to 
come down to the attark. Lord and all our party looked anxiously on, 
for wc were not without so^c fear lest the Hazarclis should fire on the 
parleyers, while Rattray and the PeiSian hsed all their eloquence in 
vain. The jieople were assured by them that they should suffer no 
harm in person or property : that we did not wish to take their fort 
from thcm.ibut merely desired that one man should come do\vn, and 
open tho gate, giving us some assurance that they would not molest 
us ; in that civse they were told that we should leave them and pass 
on ; but, whether from fear, obstinacy, or orders from their chieftain, I 
know not, they would not comply with such reasonable demands.'*' 
Wlien Rattray announced tlie failure of his attempts, which had alto- 
gether occu])ied about half an hour. Lord turned, *to the Commanding 
Olhi’er, who stood by, and said, " 1 can do no more. Captain Garbett ; 
the flffair is now in your hantis.’^ 

“ The t)nrty was then moved up, and the guns were placed in posi- 
tion ; one against the gate of the fort, and about 30 paces from it, 
the otlier directed against the body occii])ying the hill at about 400 
yards*ilist.iiiee. The gate fronted the table-land, so that the guns fired 
ill contrary directions. AtUched to the one opposed to the tort was a 
covering party, consisting of about 80 Infantry of the Siiah’s 4th 
R(igimcnt. 

-'Vs soon as this position had been talccn up, and before we haii 
commenced hostilities, Ji single shot was fired from the hill, and immedi- 
ately followed by a sharp fire from both parties of the enemy. This at 
once frustrated the hopes still entertained, that the deluded people 
in the fort would surrender, when they perceived our intention to enforce 
submission. On account of the inequality of the ground, we could nqt 
run a gun up to the gate to blow it in; so round shot were used, 
Avliich at first went crashing through, without doing much injury 
to tho gate, as from being so close, the shot made a clean hole 
through the planks ; but on changing the aim to the sidc-j)osts 
or stanchions, the wdiole frame yielded, after a few rounds. For 
a iSliort tiiRc, the fire was rather severe, the matchlocks of the men 
on the hill reached us easily ; and soon after the work had commen- 
ced, a skirmishing fire was opened, from the brow of the hill on the 
left, but we could distinguish no one, except when for an instant, the 

* It is not true, as lias been asserted, that wc demanded tho delivery of some disputed forage— our 
request was simply as stated above. It was really too much (o expect that, without any assurance 
of their ifoM<intorfcrciu:c, wc should pass on, and leave a hostile fort in our rear, th^ men in which 
might ha%e annoyed us greatly, when ai,ccndiiig the 
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upper part of a man's body might be seen just appearing above the brow, 

, now here, now there ; and instantly followed by the flash of a matchlock. 
'Just then our men were dropping fast, but the fire did nc't continue so 
general, but for 15 or 20 minutes ; for after a shot or two had tried and 
found the distance, a few rounds of rhraimel from the otlicr gun, drove 
the enemy from the hill in front ; imd about the same time, Rattray, 
with his Affghan horse, followed by a party of Infantry, galloped up the 
other eminence, and drove the skirmishers front* their position, killing 
and wounding a few of them ; but the majority took refuge in the fort, 
Mir Moheb's. Rattray rodfe afthr them to the gates, and, on expostu- 
lating with that chief, the latter declared, that his people had gone out in 
defiance of his orders, and that he would prevent all further interference. 
Tin's was a rather gratuitous promise on his part, as the al^iir liad now 
nearly terminated. The frame- work of the gate being thrown down, tbc 
company, which had hitherto been employed as a covering party, entered 
the fort, the garrison of which, with the excci)tion of one man, taken pri- 
soner, and some shot in the entrance, still lield out in the tower. Several in- 
elFectual attempts were made to reach them, liut they had ascended through 
a trap door to the upper story, and then pulled the ladder up. Their re- 
solute courage, poor men, was worthy of a better fate ; but, what eould 
be done ? soldiers don’t like standing still tV) be shot at, especially when 
their adversaries being behind a stout wall, they cannot eflfcctually answer 
tlie fire so, not being able to get the Hazarehs out by any other means, 
some straw on the ground floor was fired, with a view to smoke them 
out ; and a few rounds from the guns were fired into the upper part of 
the turret. But even this had no effect ; they would not come forth, 
though the fire did not burn so fiercely at first as to jirevcnt them from 
doing so. The straw smouldered, emitting volumes of smoke, but very 
little flame. It was a sad business ; every man perished. When the firing 
ceased, wc sent a Hazarch to speak to them, and then we learnt that none 
but women and children remained, who at the same time made their ap- 
pearance on the summit of the tower. These, after some time, and with 
considerable difficulty, we succeeded in getting down from their perilous 
situation ; this we were obliged to effect from the outside, as all the 
floors except the upper roof had fallen in. We cut down a young tree, 
and rearing it against the wall, a man was thus enabled to convey a rope 
to the summit, by which the unfortunates were lowered. The fate of 
the men was melancholy in the extreme ; but I do not think they could 
have been destroyed by the fire, as they might have escaped to the roof, 
by the same means as the women did. Most probably Some of. the 
last shots from the guns killed or wounded all who remained. 

“ We did not continue hostilities any further, considering that having 
driven the Hazarehs from their positions, together with the capture of 
the fort, would, most probably, have produced a sufficient example. 
Had we, at that time, advanced against the more distant forts, it is pro- 
bable that: the Hazarehs, as if driven into a corner, would have fought 
desperately. It was not our object to shed blood, but to reduce them 
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to submission, by persuasion rather than by the sword; and it was 
hoped, that by giving .them time to cool, and to •reflect on the re- • 
suits which might attend any further insubordination, that desirable enc> 
might be attained. We all commiserated tiie dreadful fate of the poor 
men, who had just perished, and regretted tne necessity wliich had com- 
pelled us to inflict such a dreadful punishment. The fort contained 
only about tv/blve or fifteen men, of whom ordy one escaped with his 
life, but no one can jifttly be blamed for this, — the men courted death, 
tliey brought it down on thqir own he^s. 

“ It having been determined to cease hostilities for the present, the 
detachment returned to the lines at Bamian, to await the result of 
fresh negociations. Our loss amounted to one killed and 1 7 wounded, 
of whom f(Ar or five died. We had upwards of 300 men present, 
but scarcely 200 were actually engaged ; and all our loss was sustained in 
sometjjing less than half an hour. Of the enemy’s number, no accurate 
information could be obtained, but there could not have been more than 
200 men on the hills. Some accounts stated, that they had lost 46 
men, including 10 killed in the fort; another version gave the total 
amount at 53 ; but, knowing how much these matters are generally 
exajjgerated, I am inclined^ to doubt that they sulFered so severely. 
Mir Moheb’s brother, a moollah, was killed by the cavalry on the hill, 
and some others, also fell, or were wounded by the sabre,^ Several, 
too, were afterwards known to be lying in the forts, sulFering from 
shrapnel or round-shot wounds. 

Lord’s overtures, after this severe lesson had been read to them, 
were happily attended with more success than before. Mir Moheb, who, 
notwithstanding his own tribe had suffered in the conflict, declared him- 
self our friend, and that his brother merited his fate, reported that Shah 
Nusscr was now more fearful than haughty, and that the Hazarehs were 
prepared rather to run than fight. It was deemed advisable under these 
circumstances to allow them time to get over their fear, which we antici- 
pated, would be succeeded by submission. And so it happened ; sliortly 
the refractory chief, now humble enough, surrendered to the Political 
Agent, and was, of course, pardoned. One condition was, however, insist- 
ed on, that he should provide the heir of the fort, (who, fortunately for 
himself happened to be absent at the time,) with means to recommence 
his business as husbandman. In a few days, our relations with tlic 
Hazarehs, were on as amicable a footing as before. 

April shewed some signs of spring ; a very heavy fall of snow had 
occurred near the end of the preceding month, which lasted two days, 
and wajs immediately succeeded by a quick thaw. After this there was 
a gradual, but perceptible change in the weather, and soon the earth 
became sufficiently soft to admit the ploughshare. 

“ But the snow still remained deep on the higher parts of the range, 
so tluft the Passes were scarcely practicable between us and Cabul, and 
our communication continued uncertain and difficult. Not so with 
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regard to the road leading northwards ; Kafilas came in frequently from 
-Toorkistan, liriiiging us the products of Hokhera, China, and Russia; 
<:hc travelling merchants owning these were mostly compelled to remain 
with us for a time on account of tliQ* state of the roads in advance not 
permitting camels or laden ponies toJpass ; but some proceeded on their 
journey, hiring Hazarehs to carry their merchandize over the snowy 
Passes ; and thus their yahoos, freed from their burdcns,‘^were enabled 
to accomplish the toilsome march. Dealers, tot), with long strings of 
horses, some of su))erior breed, constantly arrived. Many of these were 
eagerly purchased for the u& of the artillery, to fill their thinned stable, 
or to re[)lacc those, which, worn down by toil or the severity of the 
winter, were no longer fit for service. And camels also were aljout this 
time procurable in considerable numbers, but tlie greatrt proportion 
were sent on to Cabul instead of being retained for the use of the 
Shah’s infantry. This, caused much inconvenience, and loss, bpth of 
public and private property. 

“ Other and more important arrivals took [dace during the month of 
May, envoys from difFercnt powers of Toorkistaii. Among these were 
a messenger from the Khan of Mazar, and another from IVIoorad Reg ; 
the latter of these was Atmaran, an influential Hindoo, who had long 
held tlie post of Dewan Begcc at the court of Koondooz. After re- 
maining spme time with Lord, he passed on to Cabul. 

“ I’lio proceedings of the Nuwaub of Kooloom were exceedingly pc;r- 
])lcxing : about the middle of the month, a letter came from Baba Beg, 
informing us that he had positively started ; but a few days after, he 
changed his intention, if indeed he had at that time really determined 
on coming in ; several times pitched his cam[> outside the town, and as 
often struck it again ; once he even sent his advance tents as far as 
Guzneeguk, the first stage from Tash Koorghans ; and it was on this 
occasion that our friend of Heibuck wTote to us. However, our ho[)es 
were again frustrated. Other members of the family, however, posses- 
sing less indecision or less zeal in the cause of the Ameer, made their 
a[)j)earance during the month. One detachment consisted of some of 
His women-kind, a few sisters and an old lady mother, I believe, of 
the chief, and some nephews. These last were some of the youngest 
of the family shoots, young lads of 16 or 17, whose swords had not yet 
left the scabbard in the field, or black-eyed, rosy cheeked boys. Soon 
after these came JVIahomcd Uzim Khan, one of the ex-chicfs sons, 
a fine, well-built young man, and a splendid specimen of the AfFghan 
gentleman and sokiier. At the same time too there arrived in our lines 
our old adversary, now our friend, Gholaum Beg, the son of the 
Wallce, he who hud fled so quickly from before Syghan, in November 
of the past year. This man presented certainly a striking contrast 
to the young Affghan : fat and unwieldy in appearance, uncouth in man- 
ners, with apparently as few mental as personal endowments, he looked 
neither the [)rince nor the warrh^r. All three' in due course of time 
proceeded on thefr way to Cabul. There was another individual, too, 
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who passed through Ihimian, tlic precise time of whose arrival, I 
now forget, and this the crafty Vuzeer of Ktoloom, the Moola. 
Wallee Sliah, who afterwards played a somewhat conspicuous part iA 
the game of diplomacy. . ^ 

“ It was about the end of May cV beginning of June that a small party, 
consisting principally of cavalry, left Bamian and proceeded on a tour of 
reconnoissandb towards the northward. The princij)al object of this 
movement was to exf^hiine the Pass beyond Kamurd, the Kara Kotul, 
the last intervening ghaut between oiy post and the defile which Icjids 
down upon Kooloora. The natives ot the country immediately suppos- 
ed, that the expedition was planned for the purpose of chupiComg some 
unknown delimjueut, and some surmised that the party was about to 
effect a forcible seizure of the Nuwaub. However, Captains Cxarbett and 
Rattray (who were of the party) went with no such warlike intentions, 
thougli, I beiievo, some hopes were entertained, that the movement 
might have a quickening effect upon Jubbar Khan’s proceedings. His 
arrival now was the only one required to render, the political ncgocia- 
tions completely successful; and so every possible means was j)ut in 
force, in order to bring about the desirable eve»t, and even the old 
repdrt of our projected advance was renewed. 

‘‘“The party proceeded by way of Syghtui and Kamurd. After jiassing 
tlic latter place they turned down the narrow valley, in ^yhich it is 
situate, and after a sliort stage reached Bajgah, a solitary fort, placed 
immediately opposite the embouchure of the narrow defile, which loads 
off tfio base of the Kara Kotul. Considerably to their surprise they 
found the fort vacated, and still more were they astonished when Sirdar 
Syiul Mahomed, to whom it belonged, said, that he had purposely clear- 
ed it in order to present it to them as a post for troops, or for any other 
purpose that might be desired. At first sight the position seemed aft 
exceedingly favorable one, strong in defence, and having a full command 
over the road leading to the Pass. Under these circumstances, it was 
thought advisable Uy take advantage of the Sirdar’s obliging offer ; a 
small party of infantry, who were with the detachment, was left in the 
fort, and a favorable report of the place as a military post was sent injto 
Bamian. As soon as Lord heard of the fort having been given up to us, 
he wrote in to Cabul, both, to Sir W. McNaghtcii and to Major-Gcmcral 
Sir W. Cotton, who then commanded in Affganistan, strongly recom- 
mending the permanent occupation of the place. 

“ His arguments prevailed, and permission was granted to despatch 
th£«Shah’s 4th regiment to occupy the fort, retaining at Bamian such 
portion as might be considered necessary to protect that place. 

“ Meanwhile the rcconnoitering party had crossed the Kara Kotul, 
and descended to the village of Dooab. This last Pass is, if possible, 
more difficult than that of the Dundun-i-Shikun ; it is of considerate 
extent, and the path generally leads over huge masses of rock, i)lace(l in 
laycri^one above the otlier, like regular steps ; beyond the Kotul the road 
in the defile is still worse. At Dooab. as elsewhere, the travellers met with 
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tlie utmost liuspitality; and having accomplished the object of their trip, 
•they retraced theii* steps to Bamian, towards which place, the Nuwaub 
Vas now (the latter pai*t of June) at length journeying by easy marches. 

“ 13y this time the garr\son of By-imian had been increased by the 
arrival of a party from Cabul, consij^ting of 300 rank and file, detached 
from Captain Hopkins* (Alfghan) regiment of infantry, and on the 29th 
of June, Captain Hay’s regiment, leaving one company at Bamian, 
marched in progress to their new station ; but this movement was not 
effected without some difficulty ; ^for, as I bafore mentioned, no carriage 
had been provided for the corps ; the march was entirely unexpected, 
until a very short time before the day of departure, and the hiring 
of baggage-cattle in the valley, was by no means easy of accomplish- 
ment. Fortunately, the artillery was better off in this l^epartment ; 
so by borrowing a few camels, and hiring donkeys, sufficient carriage 
was obtained to enable the regiment to move to Syghan. The corps 
met, on the 1st July, the Nuwaub Jubbar Khan, with his numerous 
cortege, and thence, in two marches, reached their destination, without 
meeting with any obstacle, or any opposition from the inhabitants. But 
their troubles soon commenced . There were only five companies and 
one officer with the head quarters, and these totally unprovided with' cat- 
tle, for those which had carried their equipage to Bajgah immediately 
returned two companies were at Syghan under Lieut. Golding, and 
the 8th remained at B*dmian, in the neighbourhood of which place Lieut. 
Broadfoot was encamped, being at that time detached from the regiment 
and employed in raising a corps of pioneers recruiting from among the 
Hazarehs and other tribes of the neighbourhood. Shortly after Captain 
Hay had reached Bajgah, there came thither one, who having been some 
short time in the neighbourhood, should have been consulted ere the place 
had been fixed on as a military post — I allude to liieut. Sturt, of the 
J^mgineers, who had been sent from C-abul for the express purpose 
of surveying and reporting on the mountain Passes, and who arrived at 
Bamian about the 18th or 20th of June. It would have been well had 
the measure been resolved upon with less precipitation, and had this 
officer’s opinion on the fitness of the place been first asked ; but, as it 
was, he saw it after Hay was located there, and condemned it in to to. 

“ The Nuwaub reached Bamian on the 3d of July; bringing with him 
all the family and followers of the Ameer, except those few who were still 
in captivity at Bokhara. Among the former were two of liis son’s sons, 
Akrum Khan and Shere Jan, besides several others, mere boys. Of 
his other adult sons, one had previously passed through, and Wo others, 
Mahomed Azul and Akbar, were with their father. Jubbar Khan’s retinue 
was still a very considerable one, notwithstanding the great diminution 
in its numbers, which had taken place at the close of 1839 ; there could 
not have been less than 300 male followers, nearly all of whom were arm- 
ed and mounted. 

“ Hay arrived at Bajgah at the beginning of July; but before erfeering 
upon a narrative of the events that took place in that quarter, I \nll 
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endeavour to j^ive some faint description of tlie valley of Kamurd and 
tlic iici^libouring localises. • 

It was scarcely worthy of the name of valley, hut rather should b® 
called a deep, dreary glen, so narrow was it and so vast the rocks which 
boundeu it ; through it there flowfcd, as in the more southern vallies, a 
narrow rivulet, but this, like the dell which it w^atcred, was deep, far 
deeper than l^ie streams of Bamian and Syghan, with steep banks, and 
seldom fordable. Th(f valley (for I still shall use the term commonly 
apjdicd, though it gives, bi^t little idea of what the place really resem- 
bled) was approachable by two principal roJds from the northward, the 
one liy the Dundan-i-Shikun, and the other by the Nal-i-Fcrish ; be- 
sides these there was a small difficult pathway leading by a less devious 
route acros# the hills immediately in front of the Syghan fort. 'I'he 
nearest fort to the northern base of the first named Pass,' was that of 
Izit-ool-lah Kiian, a friendly Tajick ; near this, the river (commonly 
calletf Soorukab, from the red colour of its waters) was fordable, though 
with difficulty, from the rapidities of the current ; a short distance low- 
er down the stream, there were two other forts, belonging to one Sula 
Beg ; these were admirably situated for the purpo^ics of mutual defence ; 
they were on opposite banks of the river, connected by a small wooden 
bridge completely screened by the forts on cither side. Of one fort the 
gateway opened upon the river, while that of the other wat^ placed in 
the eastern face, or that looking towards Bajgah. In front of this en- 
tj-anee there was a small mud-w^all, forming a species of rude redoubt ; 
morcbver, this front was Hanked by a fire from the other fort, which 
projected about one-third of its length further to the cast, so as com- 
pletely to guard the ap])roaches to its neighbour; both of tlicse forts 
were of better construction than the generality of such edifices. At 
this point, too, the valley was so narrow that if the neighbouring hilte 
were occupied, a party attacking the forts would be exposed to a close, 
l)lunging fire from cither side. On the Bajgah side, reaching nearly* tt) 
the very walls and extending for some few miles down, lay a dense tract 
of orchards, the trees being generally the apricot and walnut. These 
lands were enclosed and intersected by numerous mud-walls, adding 
considerably to the strength of the locality, if held by an enemy. 
Through these orchards led the narrow road to Bajgah. Further down the 
valley, was a fourth fort, also the property of Sula Jieg. This was 
called Pycen Bagh, and was situate, as the name implies, at the ex- 
tremity of as “ below the gardens” or orchards ; it was a very inferior 
stricture !b the other two, and at the time of my iiai*rative, in a some- 
what dilapidated condition. 

The whole extent of the glen from Kamurd to Hay’s post (a distance 
of 10 or 12 miles) presented much the same appearance, with the excep- 
tion of the change from orchard to field ; but every where it was 
narrow, generally under 150 paces in width, and always enclosed by 
stupendous rocks rising above 1,000 feet above the bottom ; tortuous 
too in the extreme, and at every bend you appeared to enter a dungeon, 
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no outlet l)cin^ visible till you ai)proiiclK‘d it closely, mid the gloomy 
precipices rising on all sides like walls. The fo.yt of Bajgah was on the 
/rortliern bank of the river, and at this point tlic liills were even higher 
than at Kamurd itself, at a rough Cjidc illation upwards of 1,500 feet, 
or at Jiny rate, I think not under tuat elevation. They I'ose for the 
greater part of their height nearly ))erpcudiculfir, but above sloped off. 
in front of the northern face of the fort was tlie entrance to the narrow 
defile, leading to tlie foot of the Kara Kotul Paa^. The other road to 
Syghari led eastward from BajgaJi, down tljp valley ; and, crossing the 
deep and rapid river by a narrow bridge passed through a small village, 
and entered the DusIit-i-Sufaid, where was situated the fort of Sirdar 
Syud Mahomed. Thence the road ])assc(l across the mountain belt by 
the long and arduous Pass, so aptly termed by the nati^'es, Q the carpet 
of horse shoes descending into the valley of Syghan, some five or six 
miles below Sir-i-Sung, and but a short distance fiom the strong-hold 
of Kliilicli Beg. 

“ But a short time elapsed after the occupation of the post, before it 
became manifest that the inhabitants around looked upon the new 
comers with a jealouio eye. The friendly feeling which had, in such a 
marked degroo, existed at Bamiaii between the peasants and the siddi- 
ers, did not shew itself at Bajgah ; but, oh the contrary, from the very 
first, distrust seemed engendered in the hearts of the cmmtrymen. 
Ca])tain Hay endeavoured to place the intercourse between tlu‘ni on a, 
more friendly footing, and to encourage the natives to establish some 
market or bazar in the vicinity of his fort ; but his cifects failed, and 
be found the utmost difficulty in purchasing even small quantities of 
forage or grain. Jiut though this sullen determination on the part of 
the inhabitants to keep aloof from the intruding Feringhces, was soon 
j/crccptible, yet it was not until near the close of the month tliat more 
decided signs of hostilities exhibited lliemselvct.. About tluit time, the 
first viiinours came of the gathering of armed men in the vicinity, and of 
the frequent })assing and repassing of small bodies ('f sowars in the direc- 
tion of tlie neighbouring Kotul, Nor was it long before Hay had ocular 
piX)of that such was the case, for, on the extreme summits of the nor- 
thern hills overlooking Bajgah, v/crc frequently seen grou])s of horse- 
men, apparently watching the movements of our people in the dec]) glen 
below them. These horsemen did Jiot, however, remain long at miy 
one time, but rather iqipearcd to conic and go rc])eatedly, or, as if there 
were dilFerent jiarties all passing from the Kotul towards Kamurd by the 
mountain, instead of by the valley route. Whether such Ava^ the ciwse, I 
have no direct means of ascertaining ; but tliink it highly probable, from 
the fact of a body of Usbeg horse being shortly afterwards known to be 
in the neighbourhood of Kamurd* 

The plot soon thickened, and in a few clays, there Avere several 
ilillereiit bodies of armed men, principally of the Ajur trilic, posted be- 
tween Kamurd ,and the Goorkah corps. Unfortunately Hay himself 
was at this time suffering from sickness, so much so as frequently to be 
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confined to his bed. He had, as I mentioned Ijefore, no officer with 
him ; under tliese circiynstances, he wrote to Golding and Rattray, (who 
had on hearing of these matters, proceeded to Syf^han) to request that tlte 
former should be despatched with ^ne comj^any from the Sar-i-Sung gar- 
rison, to reinforce the Bajgah fort* which he did not consider sufficient- 
ly strong to clear the valley ; at the same time, he recommended that the 
company shotild tidee the eastern road, as he understood that Baba Beg 
Ajuree had occupied the Dundan-i-Shikun Pass. But the garrison 
of Syghan being under the^ommand of Cajptain Garbett, this requisition 
could not be complied with, until reference had first been made to the 
last named officer : this was done, and Rjittray received discretionary 
powers to detach the company, if necessary ; Garbett himself too follow- 
ed closely ftn the heels of his messenger, and joined the party-at Sar-i- 
Sung. Ere this, however, the Ajurees had withdrawn from the lower 
]jart pf the valley, and immediately after Rattray had written to Hay, in- 
lorming him that he had received authority to send Golding to join him, 
if he should think fit to do so, information was received that the Pass 
was again open. Under this altered state of affairs, the immediate 
necessity for the movement had ceased, and a Iftter to that effect was 
acc&rdingly despatched to ^ Hay; but it would appear, that this un- 
fortunately did not reach him until after he had sent off a party to meet 
Lieutenant (rolding, whom he supposed to be on his way to join by the 
Kaniurd route ; though such, in fact, was not the case, Rattray, having 
at the time, no immediate intention of detaching the company. But, 
unfortunately, Hay was misled by some expression contained in one of 
tJie letters received by him, though they were not intended to con- 
vey such a meaning. 

On the 1st of August then. Hay, being himself still suffering from 
indisposition, detached a serjeant (the only one with tlie corjis) in com*- 
maiid of two companies of the regiment, with instructions to repair to 
Kamurd, for the purpose of meeting and escorting to Bajgah, Lieute- 
nant Golding, who, he exjjccted, would reach the former place on the 
2nd. Accordingly, the little party proceeded up the valley, and their 
march was accomplished without interruption. With the permission .of 
Sula Beg, who appeared amicably disposed towards them, they formed 
their bivouac for the night close under the walls of one of his forts ; but 
little did the poor soldiers, many of whom there took their last rest on 
earth, dream, when at night they lay down to repose, that the faithless 
chief was jhen plotting a foul conspiracy against them. But so it was ; 
Siilu Beg met them with smiles upon his lip, but with treachery in his 
heart : he wanted either the power or the courage to carry his own 
machination into effect ; and so, upon the arrival of the detachment, 
he wrote, or, perhaps more probably, sent a verbal message to the chief 
of Ajur, saying, See, I have *the Feringhees in a dheg ;* they are 

* “ ifiieg" : literally a pot or cauldron . meaning that the party were in a situation, whence tiny 
could not escape. The term is rather an expressive one, applied to any part of the glen ; but proba- 
bly Siil.i Beg did not refer to llie localities, but meant that he had them “ in a lix." 

N 
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ready to your hand ; come, lose not the opportunity ; but if 5’’ou are not 
liere by noontide td- morrow, I will yield uj) my ^brt to them/' He was 
Aot reduced to that alternative ; Baba Beg did come. 

“ The morning came, but Tvith it came not the party they had been sent 
to inco^, and the serjeant supposed that the march of the other company 
had been deferred, and accordingly, after the lapse of a few hours, pre- 
pared to return to Bajgah. The detachment, however, was not destined 
to quit the place in jicacc : suddenly, without tht slightest suspicion of 
(hmger, having been uj) to that moment entertained, a matchlock lire was 
opened upon them from several directions, both from the walls of the fort 
and from the neighbouring orchards. They quickly prepared to resist 
their aggressors, and it was well they did so, for a body of IJsbcg horse 
now made*i^s appearance, and charged down u[)on the 'littlc band, 
which, however, stood firm and quickly repulsed them. But not so 
with the Ajuree footmen ; these were posted in such positions, as to 
be screened either by walls or trees, nearly entirely, both from shot 
and sight ; and from behind their cover, their long jczails played with 
deadly execution. At length, but unwillingly, Douglas, (worthy of his 
name and of a bcttci’ fate*) was compelled to withdraw his men from 
the forts. ' 

Step by step, inch by inch, firmly, with a bold front, the little Ifand 
retreated (‘■hrough the dense orchards and the wilderness of gardens, 
exposed to the galling fire of their scarce-seen enemies ; but ever and 
anon, wherever he could catch a glimpse of his focmen, the serjeant 
fronted his party and returned their fire. The contest was a very 
unequal one ; the Ajurees had both the advantage of the situation, mncli 
aided by their knowledge of the ground, and of a superiority of num- 
bers. Moreover, they were accompanied by a body of horse, which, 
although they did not again attempt close quarters, was of material 
service; for the sowars frequently took up some footmen behind 
them, and then galloping oflT, would place them in some convenient 
position whence they could better annoy the retreating party. Thus 
the tight continued for some miles ; our men were dropping fast under 
the fire of the Ajurees ; the wounded were assisted on by their comrades, 
hut the dead lay on the ground where they fell, the serjeant, however, 
taking the precaution of stripping them of their aims and ammunition ; 
the disabled were also relieved of their burdens ; and to avoid encumber- 
ing too much the remnant of the party, and at the same time to prevent 
such implements of war from falling into the hands of the enemy, many 
of tl)C muskets were thrown into the deep river wliich ran Vy the !:oad 
side. 

The party had still some considerable length of road before them, 
and nearly utter destruction seemed inevitable, for their numbers were 
already much diminished, and their ammunition nearly exiiended ; but 


* lie aftcrwaids rejoined tJjc Kuropean regiment at his own request, and was accidentally 
drowned at Noushorn in the river of Cahiil. 
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fortunately, succour was at hand. Tidings of this lamentable affair had 
early rejiched Bajgah, and, fortunately, about the sjync time Sturt lutd 
arrived on his return frt)m Kooloom. This officer volunteered his scr-^ 
vices to Captain Hay, and was immediately despatched with two com- 
j)anics lJ the assistance of the sci(|eant, anfl the joy of the little party 
may be imagined, when, at the very time at which their situation ap- 
peared hopeless in the extreme, they beheld advancing towards them 
the serried riinks and glancing arms of those whose well-known uniform 
proclaimed them to be friends. At the sight, the Ajurees, till then 
triumphant, turned and fled* quickly t(^ardfc Kamiird, and the two par- 
ties united, returned now unmolested to the British fort. 

“ And such was the inausj)icious commencement of the campaign 
which at le’igth terminated in signal victory.” — 


Hg-c the nai-rative breaks off, but we gather the sequel from other 
sources. 

Encouraged by the success of the stratagem in the Kjimurd valley, 
and by the small number and divided positions of the force at Dr. Lord’s 
dis]ii)sal, the Usbegs acting in Dost Mahomed’s interest took courage, 
and gathering their forces together, attacked the little fort of Bajgah on 
the 30th. Previous to this act of hostility, there had been some shew of 
iicgociation with Dr. Lord and Lieut. Rattray, the Political Agents, but, 
as the pacific protestations of the Usbegs were not sincere, they ended 
just where they began. On the morning of the 30th August, the hills 
around Bajgah were crowded by some 300 footmen, and about 500 
Usbeg horse went down into the valley, among whom were Mahomed 
Afzal Khan, (tlie son of Dost Mahomed), Goolam Beg, and Moolah 
Wallec Shah. Tlxe Goorkahs mounted the hills, and drove back the 
footmen, while Lieut. Rattray charged the Usbegs with 200 Affghan 
horse. The Usbegs fled, with the loss of 16 prisoners, three men killed 
and 12 wounded. Thus far well, but an attack having been made by 
the Usbegs, about the same time upon the fortress of Heibuck, held by 
a friendly chief, and that post having fallen, the chief fled to S?irbagh. 
TfiiS position of the British was tlius greatly weakened, for neither Sarbagh 
nor Bajgah held garrisons strong enough to resist the advance of Dost 
Mahomed, who was now understood to be approaching with the Mir 
Wullee’s forces. It was therefore rcsolv^ by Lieut. Rattray to evacuate 
Bajgtji, and fall back upon Syghan, while such a movement could be 
effected with safety? The march was accomplished witli little molesla- 
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tion from the enemy, as far as the vicinity of Sar-i-Sung, where the 
'Goorkahs bivouacked. On the 31st August, Captain Hopkins arrived at 
bar-i-Sung with his Regiment of Dooranecs, a corps' of Jaunhaz 
under Capt. Hart, two-six ^oundcrs,fand some Bameean horse. With 
this force and the Goorkah Regiment, it was resolved to cross the 
Durdan-i-Shukan (mountain,) and attack Kamurd before the arrival 
of the two chieftains from the north. On reaching the foot of the 
mountain, however, on the*^2nd September, intelligence was received, 
that Moorad Beg had joined Dost Mahomed. This rendered all prospect 
of success in the Kamurd valley quite hopeless, and a return . to Syghaii 
consequently became a measure of prudence. In retiring, the Aftghan 
Regiment under Captain Hopkins abandoned their colors and desf^rted, 
talcing advantage of the deficiency of carriage with the force to plunder 
even the proi)erty of their own commandant w'hercver they found 
it unguarded. A jfiirt of the regiment was induced to return to 
its allegiance: the remainder* joined Dost Mahomed. The fortress 
of Sar-i-Sung having been made over to a chief in our interest, and 
Syghan being considered untenable against a large force, the troops 
fell back upon Bameean. Here they were soon joined by the ^35th 
N. I., and 200 horse under Colonel Dennie of the 13th Regiment, who 
had been disj^atched to their relief. In the meanwhile, the Ex-Ameer, 
Dost Mahomed, was rapidly advancing at the head of a large body 
of Ushegs. Colonel (Brigadier) Dennie immediately advanced to meet 
him, and on the morning of the 18th September, had the good fortune 
to encounter and completely defeat him. The Brigadier’s despatch 
relates the manner of the action. 

To Major General Sir Willoughby Coiton. G.C.B, and K.C,H, Com- 
manding the Troops in Affghanistan, Camp Bameean, \^th Sepleni- 

hcr, 1840. 

Sir, — “ My last communication will have ajqirised you of our having 
crossed the Irak Mountain. 

“ At the urgent representations of Dr. Lord, Political Agent, of the 
j)roximity of the enemy to Bameean. I continued to press on to its 
relief by forced marches, and a^ived here on the 14th instant. That 
same evening having drawn out the Goorkali Regiment, I disarmed 
Captain Hopkins’ Corjis of Affghans, who although loaded, offered no re- 
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5?ib^aiice, and tliis essential duty, I am happy to say, was performed 
w'ithout difficulty. Finding no enemy in the neighbourhood, I proceed- 
ed to make syrangcmenls for an advance on Syghan, where it appeared’ 
the enemy really was in force. 

“ I’litsse measures were, howev<|r, rendeitd unnecessary by his actual, 
but unexpected presence. • 

“ Allow m« to congratulate you on our having obtained a complete 
and decisive victory o^r the conjoint Army of Dost Mahomed Khan and 
his Usbeg Allies, under the Wallee of Koolloom. Last evening I receiv- 
ed information from my atlvanced pftsts, that bodies of Cavalry were 
entering the valley from the great defile in our front, six miles from 
hence. Wishing to dmw them well on, I did not discourage their 
approach, l)jit lejirriing this morning that they had attacked ^fortified 
village that was friendly to us, and as these people had claims on our 
protection, it became necessary to drive oft* their assailants. 

“ From the reports brought in 1 was led to conclude, that only a few 
hundred had entered the valley, and therefore took with me only one- 
third of our force, with a 6‘-poundcr guii and howitzer. 

1 confess I was taken by surprize, after driving in what proved to 
be anly their advanced party, to find an Army in my front. To have 
scri^ back for reinforcementtX woidd have caused delay, and given confi- 
deuce to the enemy. It would have checked the forward feeling that 
animated the party with me, and gave assurance of success. • 

“ The enemy had got possession of the chain of forts before us, 
rcaclting to the mouth of the defile. They drew up, and attempted to 
make a stand at each, with the main body, while their wings crowned 
the heights on either side. In dislodging them from the latter, I am 
sorry to say the Goorkahs suffered. After four or five vollies, seeing 
our steady and rapid advance, the whole force appeared to us to losp 
heart, and fled in a confused mass to the gorge of the Pass. I now 
ordered the whole of the Cavalry in pursuit, who drove them four 
miles up the defile, cutting down great numbers, and scattering them in 
all directions’, many throwing away their arms, and escaping uj) the 
hills. 

“ Of the deserters from Captain Hopkins’ Corps, not a few have pilid 
the penalty of their treachery, and their muskets and accoutrements were 
found in all directions. 

“ The Dost, and his son Mahomed Uzyl Khan, and the Wallee, owed 
their escape to the fleetness of their horses, and were last seen with not 
moye thar#2()0 followers around them. 

“ The prisoners report, that the ex-Chief was wounded early in the 
day. His only gun, his kettle drums, with his camp, ammunition and 
provisions, have fallen into our hands. 

The number of the enemy was at least 6,000, and those chiefly 
Csbegs. 

I»can form no accurate estimate of their killed and wounded, but 
their loss must have been considerable. 
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“ I enclose a list of our Casualties and my Order of the day, in which 
1 have endeavoured to express my sense of the conduct of the Officers 
‘and men in this brilliant affair.” *' 

I have the hokor to bcj. Sir, your most obdt. servant, 

W. H. Oennik, 
Brigr. Corny.* N. Frontier. 


Return of the Force employed against Ike Enemy, under the orders of 
Brigadier W. H. Dennie, C. i?., at Banieean, Sept. 1840. 

“ 2 Fft;tuir,of Horse Artillery, with dctcail— 1 Lieutenant; 1 Staff Ser- 
jeant; 2 Havildars; 1 Jiugler and Drummer: 23 Hank and File, and 
7 Gun Lascars. 4 Companies 35th Regiment — 1 Caj)tain ; 1 Liento-vant ; 
2 Ensigns j 2 Subadars ; 3 Jemadars; 16 Havildars; 6 Buglers and 
Drummers, and 219 Rank and File. 4 Companies Goorkah Battalion 
— 2 Lieutenants ; 1 Sbiff Serjeant ; 5 Subadars ; 4 .Icmadars ; 1 7 Havil- 
dars ; 4 Buglers and Drummers, and 252 Rank and File. IJctachipeiit 
Anderson's Horse — 1 Lieutenant, and 100 Rank and File, including 
Native Commissioned and Non-Commissioned Officers. Detachment 
Hart's Janbauz — 1 Captain, and 200 Rank and File. Total — 2 Captains ; 
5 Lieutenants ; 2 Ensigns ; 2 Staff Serjeants ; 7 Subadars ; 7 .Jemadars ; 
35 Havildars; 11 Buglers and Drummers; 804 Rank and File o and 
7 Gun Lascars." 


W. H. Dennie, Brigadier. 


Return of the Casualties sustained by the Force employed against the 
Enemy under the orders of Brigadier Dennie, C. B., at Bameean, \%th 
tember, 1840. 

“ Artillery — Killed and Wounded none. Detaehment 35th Regiment 
— Killed none. Wounded 2 Sepoys, one man dangerously. Detacli- 
ment Goorkah Battalion — Killed 3 Sepoys, and 1 Horse ; Wounded 
1 Subadar ; 2 Havildars ; 1 Naick and 9 Sepoys. Lieutenant Golding’s 
Horse shot under him — all the men severely wounded. H'itachmqnt 
Anderson’s Horse — Killed 6 Horses ; Wounded 1 Lieutenant ; 3 Sepoys 
and 5 Horses : Lieutenant Le Geyt severely wounded — 1 man danger- 
ously. Detachment Jaunbauz — Killed 1 Sepoy; Wounded 2 Sepoys; 
one dangerously wounded. Detachment Jaunbauz — Killed 1 Sepoy ; 
Wounded 2 Sepoys ; one dangerously w^ounded.” 


W. H. Dennie, Brigdr. 
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Ort)ers by Bhioadier Dennie, C. B. — Camp Bamnsan , 19/4 Septem -, 
, her , 1840, • 

“ Brij^adier Dcnnic has pride aAd pleasurc in recording his sepse of 
the conduct of the Troops employed against the Enemy yesterday, and 
congratulatiiiif them on the success which rewarded their efforts. 

“ The Brigadier bc^s to offer his particular thanks to Lieutenant 
iVIoKenzic, commanding thtwtwo piece^ of IJorse Artillery, to whose ad- 
mirable practice the result of the day was mainly attributable, lie 
requests that Captains Younghusband and Codrington will receive for 
themselves, and convey to the Officers anti men under their orders, Jiis 
sense of thefr merits. Lieutenant Golding, wdth the Flanl- irS dn tlio 
heights, deserve by their coidncss and steadiness, every codnnendation. 
Anderson’s Horse, led by Licuteiumt LcGcyt, severely wounded in the 
pursuit, distinguished themselves. 

“ The Janbauzes, headed by Captain Hart, proved themselves faithful 
and forward. To Captain Shortreed the Brigadier offers his best ac- 
knowledgments for the valuable assistance he alfowlcd, as also to Lieut. 
Broifdfoot of the Engineers, ^vho gave him his personal attendance. 

** Captain Arthur Connolly and Lieutenant Rattray, volunteers on this 
occasion, will be pleased to accept this mark of their zcjilous^ exertions 
being fully appr^iated.” 

W. Shortrkki), Capt. 

Major of Brigade, 

Immediately after this affair, the Political Agent sent to the Amcci> 
Dost Mahomed, offering terms, should he be inclined to surrender. The 
Dost replied, that it was his determination to conquer or fall in the 
attempt. Brigadier Dcnnic tlicrefore advanced towards Syglian with 
four guns, six companies of the 35th N. I., and six companies of tlio 
Goorkalis ; hut he had not gone further than Akrobat, wffien the Ameer 
and his Usheg allies retreated from Syghari, after leaving garrisons in 
Iliatoo and Sar-i-Sung. On the 24th September, Brigadier Dennic 
entered thu valley of Syghan, and immediately destroyed the last named 
fortress, in order to put it beyond the power of any future enemy to 
annoy the detachment it might be deemed advisable to retain at Ba- 
meean. On the 25th of September, a messenger arrived from the Mir 
Wullcc of Kholoom, intimating his readiness to treat with us. Lieut, 
llattrfty w^as therefore dispatched to him, and a treaty was concluded, 
by the terms of which the armies retrograded ; Syghan was ceded to 
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the British; Hcibuck to the Wullee and Baba Beg, the late elih*’; 
* and the Wullee engaged, that he would not hprhour Dost Mahomed or 
any of his family. After this treaty had been effected. Dost Mahomed 
fled to Nidjrow, and at tlic beginning 'of October, Colonel Uennie return- 
ed with his force to Cabul. 

Having pursued the course of events in the Hindoo Koosh to their 
termination, it is now i>roper to glance at the occurrences which took 
place south of Cabul from (rlmzni to Upper Scindc in the year 1840. 

The country remained tolerably tranquil during the winter months 
convoys, detachments. Government messengers, and even 
solitary travellers passed to and fro by the Khybcr, or the Bolan Passes, 
without much molestation from the tribes ; and attempts were success- 
fully made to organise corps of hill men, whose business it should be to 
ensure permanent protection to parties proceeding from Scinde, the 
Punjaub, and India. At Quetta, a corps of Bolan Rangers was raised, 
while bodies of Juzzail chics and Jaun Baz 'horse were cquij)ped in the 
Khyber, and placed under the command of officers distinguished for their 
gallantry and intelligence. 

About the middle of April 1840, however, the Ghilzies, wlio, ■ t was 
supi)osed, had been subdued by Capt. Outram, again raised the standard 
of rebellion, and it became necessary to send out strong parties of troops 
.against them. The first detachment, under Captain Anderson of the 
Horse Artillery, marched toTazee, between Ghuzni and Candahar, where 
the enemy were understood to be in great force. Captain Anderson 
was joined by Captain Taylor of the Bengfd Europeans at Naoruck. They 
had with them four guns, 800 infantry and 3 GO cavalry. I’lic infantry 
and guns marched direct upon Tazee, under Captain Anderson, while 
the cavalry, divided into two parties, took circuitous routes for the pur- 
pose of surprising the enemy ; but scarcely had Caj)tain Anderson pro- 
ceeded five miles, when he found the hills over which he li.ad to pass 
crowded with Ghilzies to the numher of 2,500 men. A smart action 
immediately took ])lace, which is thus briefly described by an eye- 
witness : — 

“ Captain Anderson formed on a neighbouring eminence, with Lieut. 
Spence supporting him the left, but before Capt. Woodburn, who had 
orders to form on the right, could get into j)osition, the ravines in that 
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direction wore filled with men, from whom he suffered miieli, sind who 
w ere only to he dislodged by a shower of grape and at smart attack from, 
the rear. The guns opened in fine style upon the horsemen, who twice# 
crossed to attack Spence’s flank, and suffered severely from the guns in 
passing. Tlie enemy then chargcfl, and were met gallantly at the ])oint 
of the bayonet by Spence’s men, which sadly discomfited them, and they 
presently fled.* In the mean time. Cap tain Taylor, hearing the report of the 
guns, changed the direction of his march, and took the enemy in Hank. 
Lieut. Walker, who had mgdo a gi'eajcr detour y did not come up until 
the afternoon. He had, however, fallen in with some of the fugitives, very 
little to their advantage, and reported that there was not a man of tliem 
left in tlie neighbourhood of Ghoudee. 'I'lie loss of the enemy was about 
200 killed, tiid several prisoners were taken. Our loss is » V/* 5 itated 
positively; but it *is said that Cajitain Woodburn’s mer# on the left 
suficu'd severely.” 


Immediately after Captain Anderson’s dejvarture from Cahul. a small 
force was sent out under Colonel Wallace, witli iifitructions to proceed 
to iihelat-i-Ghilzie, destroying en route all the enemy’s forts or fortified 
idaces capable of defence. Mcatiwliilc, Major General Nott moved ni) 
from Candahar to Khelat-i-Ghilzie, to join and take command of the 
various detachments destined to act against the refractory. These 
jirompc measures speedily put an end to the insurrection. The forts 
were sulTered to be destroyed without resistance, and tlie Gliilzics re- 
tired to their hills and homes, within six weeks from the date of thei|* 
taking the field. 

Attention was now directed to the state of affairs in Upper Scinde. 
The attack on Khclat, and the death of Mehrab Khan, Avere events not 
readily to be obSterated from the recollections of a people in wlann 
revenge was a powerful principle, and independence almost a condition 
of existence. Receiving but a paltry compensation, in their estimation 
at least, for a forced abstinence from predatory habits, and impatient 
under the |;ontrol of foreigners, with whom they had not one single 
attribute in common, and for whose habits, religion, and political objects 
they entertained neither sympathy nor respect, it is not to he w'ondcred 
at that they should avail themselves of the earliest opportunity, after 
the troops in the occupation of the country had been reduced by 
graduiJ retirements to small ganisons and isolated posts, to re-establish 
themselves in their ancient independence. The Brahoe chieftain, Shah 
Naw'az Khan, who had been placed on the inusiuid at Khelat, as the 
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mt)st favonible to tlie views of the British Government, (with Lieut. 
•liOvcday as Political Agent,) exercised but sinall influence over the 
Iribcs to the west and south of the Bolan Pass ; they had espoused the 
cause of the youthful son of Vhe former Khan, and only awaited a fitting 
time for the demonstration of their views and feelings. In the hills to 
the cast of Dadur, and nortli of Shikarporc, the Murrecs and other count- 
loss tribes of Bcloochees panted for the unrestrained licence to which 
they luid ever been accusiomecl, watching the occupied forts with 
extreme jealousy, and pouncing upon convoys and travellers whenever 
thttJe? ^Ujmirotected state afforded the temptiition to plunder. * 

It is diffioilt, if not impossible, at this date, and with the imperfect 
information at our command, to trace any connection between events oc- 
curring in different i)arts of Upper Scinde, within a short period of each 
other. Without therefore insisting upon the existence of concert, the 
circumstances which ♦ took place in that liostilc territory will be des- 
cribed ill tiie order of their dates ; anti, though politically considered, it 
will be seen that they all proved unfortunate, we have the consolation 
of knowing that the opportunities which were afforded in their progress 
for the display of the prowess and fidelity of the British Sepoy^ were 
never in a single instance lost. 

The first serious instance of the continued hostility of the Bcloochees 
occurred on the 7th May. Incut. Clarke of the 2iid Bombay Grena- 
dier llegt. N. 1., commanding a detachment of Scinde Irregular Horse, 
hud i>rocccded to fort Kahun, in the Boogtic hills, in company with 
Captain Lewis Brown of the 5th llegt. N. I., wlio had been ordered to 
occupy and hold the fort with 300 bayonets and ^howitzers. The 
duty of Lieut. Clarke was merely to take charge of the GOO camels whicli 
accompanied the little garrison, and to return with them after they had 
discharged their loads. He had reached Kahun, and was returning to 
Poolajee, a jiost situated in the level country south of Kahun, when at 

1 i 

the Surtoff Pass, distant about 20 miles from Kahun, he and his party 
consisting of 50 horse and 150 infantry, were encountered by 2,000 Mur- 
recs. The hostility of their purpose being apparent, Lieutenant Clarke 
proceeded to arrange his men for an attack. His first care was, to pro- 
vide, as he believed, for the safety of the camels by placing them, under 
charge of the sowars ; he then stationed small jiartics of about 12 sepoys 
each on neighbouring hillocks, and marclied the rest of his men towards 
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the Beloocliccs, now collected to the number of about 2,000 on a height, 
a mile probiil)ly from tht party. • 

After the firing had pasted about tw.o hours, a bugler returned for the 
ammunition camel, from which it* may be inferred, that the stock in 
the men’s pojjLches was by that time totally expended, and before he 
ccjuld return, the sepo^js were seen flying before the Beloochces. 

The small parties on the,hills witnessing the disorder of their com- 
panions left their posts, and endeavoured to join the camels and sowars, 
in some eases throwing away their accoutrements, to accelerate their 
speed. All^ere overtaken either on the spot, or before the ur^j^py 
fugitives could reach a village at a short distance on the iftad, and cut 
to pieces by the enemy. The sowars, witnessing the comjdcte route 
of the sepoys, immediately fled, and made the best of their way to the 
post of Poolajee, and related the particulars of this cruel catastrophe. 
The.camels were taken, and many of the camel-m3h killed. 

The Beloocliccs, who foiTght like maddened devils, had about 3f)0 
killed and wounded. ^ 

The guide, Gunnah Khan, who witnessed the attack on the sepoys, 
gave the following account of the death of Lieut. Clarke. The sepoys, 
it ai)pears, under his command, advanced some dist?mcc up the hill on 
which the Beloochees had made their stand, and opened fire, but the 
Murrees who had ensconced themselves behind the rocks, were com-v 
])aratively safe from its effects. Lieut. Clarke, after killing three of the 
enemy with his own hand, and two having fallen by the sword of his 
orderly (a young sowar) was seen to stagger from a wound ; at this 
moment a Beloochce seized him by the w^aist, and bore him to the 
ground, when his throat was immediately cut.* The Murrees then 
])rocecdcd to invest fort Kahun, with the view of either drjiwing out 
Capt. Brown’s detachment and cutting it to pieces, or reducing tlie gar- 
rison to styvation. 

Soon after this disastrous occurrence, the Brahocs having organized 
their measures for the restoration of Mehrah Khan’s son, revolted at 
Moostung, and mustering forces from all quarters commenced a series 
of hostilities, which terminated in the loss of Khelat to the party placed 

^ fn the n.'irralivu of Captain L Brown, No 2 ot the Ainiondix, fuilher relerencc is iiuide to (Iil^ 
young olliccr. 
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in authority there by the British Government. Their earliest step was 
•to invest, in Junc*'1840, the little fort of Mirrep at Quetta, where Cap- 
tain Bean, the Political Agent, was shut up wj^h a smdll detachment 
consisting of 230 men of'" the Shah’s infantry and a few Bcloochee 
artillery-men. But formidable as the Brahoes (chiefly of the Kakur 
tribe) were in numbers, they could not daunt this little band, which, as 
will be seen in the annexed letters from an^ officer of the garrison, suc- 
cessfully repelled the first assault, and attacked the enemy so vigorously 
beyond the wall in the following month, as to prevent a renewal of hos- 
tifo^p^rations in that quarter. , 

“ Juttee Mirree at Quetta, ^7th June, 1840. — Since the 21st wc have 
been on the qui vive. The first cause of all this was the assembligc of 
a considerable body of Kakurs, chiefly Panizyes, Laranzyes, and Bozyes, 
under a Yagee Panizye chief, named GulFoor. These had taken up their 
quarters in a deep and narrow gorge, 0 or 10 miles to the north-east of 
our camp, but their lumbers had not increased sufficiently, to warriint, 
in their opinion, an attack on even our sinnll force, which consisted of 
about 230 of the Shah’s 1st Infantry and our Belochce gunners, in all 
250 untri'^d men. The night of the 21st was passed in watching by all, 
tlic ladies not even excepted, for they, poor creatures, were too much 
frightened to take rest. At 2 a. m. all being quiet, Hammc,’*sley* 
started with four sowars to examine the gorge, and to ascertain the 
strength of the ])arty in it, of which we were rather uncertain. He 
reached the Kakur c.amj) at dawn of day, and having satisfied himself of 
the presence of about 400 men, he turned towards home to acquaint 
Bean with what he had seen. Some of the fellows who observed us, rode 
up the side of the hill, and took a few long and harmless shots at us. 
The 22d brought intelligence of a division amongst the Kakur sirdars, 
and of the Panizye chief having withdrawn his OoJoos, and returned to his 
home. It was also positively stated, that those sirdars who had dis- 
agreed with Guttbor, would come in to us, were we to send for them. 
This ail sounded very well, but our suspicions were not so easily lulled — 
it looked too much like a jflot, and wc were doing our best to fathom it. 
In the evening, whilst wc were all down at the lines, another S 2 )y came 
in and corrol)oratcd the statement of GufFoor’s departure somewhere or 
other, but where he knew not. Our sowars too who had be,^n scouring 
all around, saw no signs of an enemy, but still all were on the alert, as 
on the preceding evening. The following morning some of the headmen 
who were supposed to have quarrelled with GulFoor, offered to come in, 
if sent for, luid about 2 v. m. they arrived at Bean’s house, having left 
their follow^crs (SO men) at our Bolan Ranger camp. Shah Buzoory, a* 


* Liout ll.iiniiicrslf‘y of the list Ucngal N. I , .i gallant young soldier, who had raised the corps 
of Bolan Biiiigi'i.s. 
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Doomor Kakur, who bears the rank of a Soobadar in the Rangers, on 
hearing of the arrival of these men in his camp, ailvised us to send 
for the headnjen and t(f keep them safe till all was over, as it would# 
prevent their men from acting against us in the attack, which was sure 
to take place that night, and tlBat he would watch the motions of 
the others, and let us know if any thing suspicious should occur during 
the night, /ts our adviser had always behaved well, we determined 
upon following his instructions by confining the sirdars. When these 
men came to Bean’s houge for the ostensible purpose of making 
their salaam and entering our service, ^e requested the pleasure of their 
society till all should be arranged ; but at tlie same time they w^erc in- 
formed that they should be well treated and well rewarded in the event 
of their estfl4)lishing proofs of their honesty. Well, night cav:<i on, 
and w'ith it positive information from divers quarters of Jthe advance 
of the Kakurs, to the number of 1000 : sowars were posted at the differ- 
ent Joints, at which we expected the lushkur to enter the plain. 
Piques were planted all round, with instructions to fire on the approach 
of any large body, and then to retire on the magazine and quarter guard, 
which adjoin one another, Jind which we made our^tanding point in the 
event of our piquets being obliged to retire. Sand bags were arranged 
to the height of two feet in^front, the treasure was placed within these, 
and the two ladies and children within the magazine. I’he 9 -pounder 
was placed at the right front angle and 6-poundcr at the^left front 
angle, supported by all the available Infantry. Unfortunately there 
was ft bazar about 100 yards in front, and sevend other buildings all 
around, which would serve to shelter an enemy ; still our position w'as 
the best we could find, us all the magazine was there, and we could not 
possibly remove the stores under three days, neither could we divide our 
small force between it and any more eligible situations. From dusk till 
midnight nothing more occurred to lead us to suj^pose the enemy were 
near, and we were beginning to tlilnk that they had repented of their 
designs, when a sowar gallojied in and informed us of the move of 
the lushkur. This man was followed by another and another, till at last 
each had only to ride a little in front of the piquet to satisfy himself 
of the approach of a large body of men. On they came, as quietly 
as possible, till they reached or nearly reached the right of the lines, 
where the Horse Artillery stables stand; there they set uj) a most 
fiendish shout, which they kept up till they arrived within grape range 
from the 6-poundcr; the first round missed the main body, but the 
second dicF great execution, and 1 am sure it must have told well, for it 
completely stopped the yelling, and sent the vocalists flying into and 
behind the bazar for shelter ; sonqe passed through the bazar, but were 
soon driven back by the 9 -pounder and the musketry. 

“ It now became necessary to detach a few men to the top of the 
bazar, for the purpose of driving them out ; a few rounds accomplished 
this, and gave Bean, who stood to the 9-pounder, a few capital shots, 
which once more drove the cowardly rascals back to shelter ; but they 
were not allowed to remain there long, for Griffin with a party of 
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sepoys, walked up to the opposite end of the bazar from that to which 
. the first party proceeded ; a volley did the business, and drove the Ka- 
«kurs right in front of my gun (the 6-poundcr.) We giMi’’e them a few 
rounds as they made off, an(^ if we did not kill many, we did our best, de- 
pend upon it, lliis was the finale : few straggling shots were fired on 
us as the enemy retreated, but with no effect. I'lie first gun was fired 
about past 2 or ^ before 3 a. m., and all the Kakurs hail fled by dawn. 
A few were cut up during the retreat, by half a ‘dozen sowars, and had 
we had but a few good cavdry o^r sowars, ?iany more would have been 
disposed of ere they could have reached the hills. The accounts of the 
number of Kakurs who actually came down vary much : some say that 
the main' body consisted of 1000 men, and others that they were only 
StTOiMhe larger body, but that there were other parties to fue amount of 
600 men ready to fall on our rear and flanks, had they an opportunity of 
doing so. I forgot to mention to you that the 10 men we confined in 
the afternoon, all declared that no attack was intended, but oil their 
being brought out and lodged in front of the magazine, and assur Ji that 
they should be liberated in the event of their words coming true, but 
that on the contrary^ all should die, the moment a shot was fired at us, 
the hearts of some failed, and they confessed that an attack was to ’take 
place just before day-light, and at the very point where we were* best 
prepared, One of these prisoners declared, that he would prevent the 
attack being made if allowed to go away, but this was not what wc 
wished, and we told him so. I must tell you of a circumstance which will 
give you some idea of the barbarous tribes we have to deal with. They 
have an idea that certain men have the power of rendering the sword 
and bullets of their adversaries harmless — the Murrees arc supposed to 
possess this spell, and are said to have executed it on that unfortunate 
‘occasion, when Lieut. Clarke’s party was cut up in Cutchee, and, I my- 
self, have heard many of the Kakurs declare most solemnly, that tlicy had 
seen the bullets strike the Murrees with a force that would have killed 
any other men, but that they always fell harmless, as if they had struck 
a statue. Well, it seems that they have an idea here that we too can 
dgal in charms of this kind, for on the morning of the attack, just as 
the Kakurs reached a spot where the shooting commenced, it halted for 
a moment to work a countcr-speU which would completely defeat our 
witchcraft. This counter-spell consisted in sacrificing a dog by cutting 
otF its head, tail and legs, but I don’t think they will trust to this on ano- 
ther occasion. The 9 -pounders fired 16 rounds of grape, the 6-pounders 
fired 6 of grape and 3 of round shot. Our loss was triflin^^, only-two 
Jleloochee gunners and one of the 1st Regiment of sepoys wounded. Of 
the enemy 1 6 were found shot dead by grape and small shot, six were 
cut up by the few sowars who followed in pursuit, and three were taken 
j)risoners ; but the number carried off wounded is reported to have been 
an enormous proportion ; 100 wounded. 60 of them mortally and 40 
slightly. There are also 80 missing, and supposed to have died ol their 
wounds whilst endeavouring to escape through the hills. This may be, 
in some measure, an exaggeration ; but judging from the traces of blood 
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visible in all directions, Jind knowing that it is usual for these savages 
to earry oif their wounded and dead too, if possible, Ii sliould say that 
the number of .wounded cannot fall fai* short of what has been reported. 

“ The ladies, on whose account we arc n)^st anxious, have hitherto 
behaved most nobly, and when shuf up in a close and dirty magazine, 
their coolness and passive courage could not have been surpassed.” 

QUETTA. — “ Quetta, \0tjf. July, 1840. — My last letter to you des- 
patched from this, was dated the 8th.*and lince that I have scarcely 
been in bed. Every succeeding hour was bringing us fresh rumours of 
an advancing foe, and wc have been incessantly under arms day and 
night. Yestwday morning the enemy hove in sight with swarcs^i-!] of 
cavalry and infantry round the slope of a hill to the westward. Their 
number was estimated at 5000, and they to(^ up a long lino of en- 
campj^nt, partially investing the town. The previous evening I went 
throilB the ceremony of erecting on the. citadel the Union jack, Shah 
Soojahs flag, and the regimental colour, which were placed upou the 
highest bastions amidst a general salute and three hearty cheers. The 
enemy in the morning sent a party of cavalry to cut lucerne in a field, 
some* distance from their canfp, and within range of our {^fns. lieut. 
Eosanquet went out wdth 30 of his suwars to drive them olf, but a body 
of their Infantry advanced and commenced a fire, while a slight skir- 
mish took place with the enemy's suwars, and several casualties occur- 
red, ahiong which Bosaiiquct received a slight sabre cut on his bridle 
hand ; one of his suwars was cut down, and two horses wounded. Our 
guns then opened with round shot and skivered a few men and horses. 
At 4 1*. M. they again advanced in detached parties, but were soon 
scared with the 9 -pounder round shot. It was determined among ' 
them to scale our walls, or dig them down by night, and they had 
brought for the latter purpose all the sjjades and shovels of Mustoong. 
At 1 A. M. as the moon went down, we heard their ' nukarus’ heating, 
and the walls and bastions of the fort were immediately manned, but 
after 3 liours’ impatient suspense, day-break discoverd to us their camp 
in ‘ statu quoJ They very soon, however, appeared moving in masses, 
for the purpose of plundering the villages in the distance, and from the 
firing we heard, there must have been a great deal of resistance made. 
A little after sunrise they advanced in bodies of cavalry towards the 
town, but our guns opened upon them with grape and round shot 
witli# fearful effect, falling slap into their masses and rolling over men 
and horses in splendid style. It remains now to be seen whether they 
will dare a reconnoitre with our small arms from the walls. We have 
600 men on the walls. Bosanquet's troopers are all supplied with 
muskets from my spare arms, and take the Northern wall, acting as 
foot soldiers. 

" The 42d, 4 guns and 300 cavalry had received orders to hold them- 
selves in readiness to march at a moment’s notice to our assistance, and 
may be expected here in a few days. 
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Quetta, Idtli and 20th July , — ^The enemy raised the siege of Quetta 
on the morning Of the 17th, suddenly breakii^ up their Camp and re- 
•' treating on Mustoong after having kept us in expectation of a storm for 
seven days and nights, duffing which time, scarcely a man had off his 
accoutrements. We had some pretty Cavjdry skirmishes outside the 
Myalls, without very many severe casuadties. 

“ The enemy left behind all their scaling ladders, by ^hich they had 
intended mounting the walls by six abreast. *' 

“You have no idea wl\at a period of anxiety it has been to us, sur- 
rounded as we were by such a faithless race. 

“ Two of Captain Bean’s own chuprasees had actually volunteered 
to lead and place the ladders at the weakest points; another per- 
sonSr*attendant, decked with presents and riding one dr Bean’s own 
horses, (as^a conceived valuable servant,) went over to the enemy. They 
appear to have made certain of talcing the town, and certainly their 
numbers were in their favor, (6000 at least) and the walls of t^^town 
are low, broken and extensive. 

“ The Chiefs quarrelled among themselves on the night of the 16th, 
and the several parlies in a couple of hours more (had they remained) 
would have|^emsclves been engaged in ji bloody feud. All my men 
(500) were on the walls, and would gallantly have defended 'them 
to the laft, but all things considered, it is as well that the attempt was 
never made. The Kakur tribe joined the enemy and swelled their ranks 
much. The people of the town itself, I always feared, and between 
two fires, what could our utmost exertions have effected.? In such 
a case, not one amongst us could have survived. On the morning of 
the 16th, an advance was made by the enemy, amidst clouds of dust, 
firing and smoke. I’he walls were manned and all ready to receive the 
'attack, when their plans were disconcerted by the sudden arrival of 150 
Alfghan horse under Lieutenant Jackson, by an unsuspected route on 
their flank. He had several casualties, and the enemy amidst the dust 
and confusion, fancying it a larger body, retreated to their camp. On 
such trifling events depend the fate of thousands, for thousands must 
have ftdlen that daj^, under the galling fire of guns and musketry. The 
enemy were all mad to take Bean’s life. Mahomed Hoossein Khan, the 
Chief, a son of the late Khan of Khelat calls him the murderer of his 
father. From the 23d of last month until this time, I have slept in my 
clothes every night — my mind has been constantly oh the rack for the 
safety of Quetta. 1 knew that while the British flag floated on the 
Citadel, no British arm would fail to defend its honor, and I kne\^^that 
should it fall, not one European would live to witness it, but then the 
very idea that it should fall to such a set of villains was enough to har- 
row up the very soul ! All now, I hope, is right, and the people of the 
country have seen the folly of their ways, and may they renounce 
them.” 

Immediately after these affairs, considerable reinforcements reached 
Quetta from Candahar, and the enemy gradually drew off and did not 
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renew their attack. Operations, however, against Khclat next occuj)ied 
the attention of these ^loochees, and accordingly wtj find tlicm before 
the fort aboutf the middle of August 1840. For the particulars of the* 
manner in which they assailed this stronghW, and ultimately became 
its possessors, we are indebted to the journal kept by Mr. Masson, a 
traveller, who happened, during the siege, to be with Lieut. Loveday, 
the political officer in charge. Stripping it of its purely personal de- 
tails, we are presented with the following :~ 


Associated with Lieut. Loveday and his fortunes, I naturally cu- 
(piired as to what measures had been taken for the defence »f the town. 
It was too plain, that Shah Nawaz Khan had been too much occupied 
in tlie management of his unruly Brahocs, or too oppressed by na- 
tural ^carelessness, to take any, and no attention had been given to 
the repairs of the walls, or to any thing else. Neither had Lieut. 
Loveday at all interested himself, although he h^l been recommend- 
ed liy some, and wisely too, I think; to take charge of the defence. 

I had heard much of the works with which he had strengthened his own 
residence ; they however were trifling, and the house was not tenable 
under attack for a quarter of an hour even to Brahoc assailants, I en- 
deavoured to j)ut a little spirit into the affair, and caused some of the 
most glaring defects in the town walls to be obviated, and had some of 
the dead walls which might afford shelter to a foe, without the walls, 
pulled down ; but there was not time to do much. I saw also that the 
people of the Khan were set about the casting of the bullets*, as if it 
was meant to fight, there must be something to fight with. Shah Nawaz * 
Khan was pleased to see me at Lieut. Loveday's house. On the day 
following my location at Lieut, Loveday’s house, Shah Nawaz Khan 
withdrew his men into the town, and told them off to the walls. To 
Kamal Khan, Kttars Zai of Baghwan, and Klian Mahomed Khan, son of 
Isa Khan of Wadd, he confided the southern gate called Gil Khaq, 
with an outwork at that point called the Saiigar. The eastern gate, or 
Oil Dar, he entrusted to the son of Hashed Khan’s party, — between 
whom and Kamal Khan’s men, Mir Boher was stationed with his boy ; 
the Mir on account of Hashed Khan’s son being a child, was actually the 
head of thje Zehri contingent, which being numerous, had nearly the 
whole eastAn front of the town to defend. The northern or Mustung 
gate being adjoining to Lieut. Loveday’s residence was considered under 
his charge, but Omar Khan Kakshani was fixed, subject in it to Lieut. 
Loveday’s order. From the Derwaza Mustung the line along the wes- 
tern front to the Miri, was made over to the men of Shalkoh, Mehara, 
Sandaran, etc. villages near Kclat, and the party of Khair Mahomed 
Shahgttassi. From the Miri to the Sangar, the walls were defended by 
Lutianis, Kamfararis, etc. The Miri was in charge of Mir Fatti Khaii, 
brother to Shali Nawaz Khan, and the duty taken by the latter, whose 
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couch was placed by night under the Derwaza Dil Dar, was to be on 
the alert, to patroj the ramparts, and to be ready to give assistance to 
any point attacked. On the succeeding morn the enemy^ appeared, and 
halting awhile on the low hills near Kelat, filed round by the dry bed 
of a water-course, and entered the gardens east of the city. Immediately, 
or as^'soon as they had alighted from their cattle, they rushed to the 
Babi suburb south of the town, and attacked Kamal Khan’s position. 
The attack in time spread to the Derwaza Dil Par, comprising the in- 
termediate post of Mir Boher. It was clear our assailants intended to 
have got over their business sp&dily, or it may be they had supposed 
the gates would have been opened to them. It is not unlikely that 
most of Shah Nawaz Khan’s chiefs had written very dutiful letters to 
the rebel camp, neither it is impossible that had they beef less uncere- 
moniously q,ttackcd, they might, saving appearances, have yielded the 
town ; but the brusque hesit^ or summons of the Sahawanis put them on 
their mettle, and they fired ball in return. Much firing took place imtil 
the afternoon, when the assailants retired. Blood was shed on this oc- 
casion, a great point in Brahoe warfare, as it authorized the hope that 
accommodation wai^^out of the question, and that the hostile parties 
must fight in earnest. We considered the chances of holding the .town 
as now ten to one in our favor, as we natiJirally looked to the result of 
the first onset with some interest, not only as it would shew the kind of 
opponent^ we had to deal with, but what was of more moment, as it 
would test the fidelity of our friends. Our Brahoe levies subsisted on an 
allowance of flour ; I succeeded in procuring from Lieutenant Loveday a 
supply of dates for the combatants. The enemy, I should have noted, 
were not above 1000 to 1200 men of all descriptions, and many of these 
were unarmed, and many more armed only with sword and shield ; the 
chance is, that in thd number of firelocks we were equal to them, sup- 
posing we had within the walls 500 to 600 men. Throughout the night, a 
firing was maintained from Kamal Khan’s post, and also during the next 
day and night, but no regular attack was made, the rebels having deter- 
mined to attempt an esedade, and being occupied in the preparation of 
ladders. The third night came, and we were aware of the design, 
although not so of the point of intended attack. Shah Nawaz Khan 
had taken the native precaution of distributing torches along the ram- 
parts, which, as long as they were unconsumed and replenished with oil 
illumined the space for some distance around them. He was also, as 
customary with him, active in patrolling the place, retiring occasionally 
to his couch in the Derwaza Dil Dar. About two or three oVjlock if^«the 
morning, the torches extinct or burning very dimly, an increased firing 
announced the attack, and the point seriously menaced we found was 
not far from us, being the quarter between the Mustung gate and 
Miri occupied by the Skalkohis, Nicharis, Sandaranis, Jet^s, etc. 
Nasrulali, a Kelat servant of lieutenant Loveday, brought the 
new's that ladders were fixed, and implored that a party of Sipahis 
should be sent. Lieutenant Loveday permitted his havildar, Allabuksh, 
to select eight men. These were accompanied by two or three others 
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as amateurs and by Nasrulah. They opportunely reached as a number 
of the enemy had entered the town, and their com|}anions were bein^j 
assisted over Jthe walls by those who ought to have defended them. Thc^ 
attack^ of course, had been made on undersUnding with part of the gar- 
rison, v'ho it seemed fired wadding only, while they lowered their 
lunghis to help the enemy up the ladders. The sipahis performed their 
duty admirably, and compelled the assailants to flight, cutting off from 
retreat those who had entered the town, about thirty in number, under 
Jclal Khan : these men fell^ in with Shall Newaz Khan on his rounds. 
They fired at him, and killed two or three*of his men, while the rest, 
with a few exceptions, fled. Shah Nawaz Khan cut a man down, but 
being nearly alone, was compelled to fly. Jelal Khan and his party 
finding themselves unsupported, made the best of their way to Kamal 
Khan, and besought his protection. The men were disarn\pjd, and with 
their leader, who was allowed to retain his arms, were kept prisoners. 
While the party of sipaliie was engaged on the walls, akalassi sent with 
ammunition was intercepted by the men of the garrison, who took his 
supply of cartridges as well as his sword. Nusrulah coming on the 
same errand, conveyed^ second supply, llie sa|pc man also brought 
tlie *welcome news of the repulse of the escalade. The victorious 
sipahis now wished that a guard should remain over the slain oi^he 
walls, till morning should enable them to see and to despoil them. The 
restitution of their arms was the first demand made by the rebels after 
they entered the town. In the grey of the morning, Lieut. Loveday 
went*from his house to the spot of the night’s achievement. We had 
scarcely reached it, and cast our eyes on the corpses strewed around, 
and the broken ladders under the walls, when a brisk fire re-opened on 
the side of Kamal Khan. We returned to our house, and learned that 
the enemy had renewed the attack, as it proved, under the idea that 
Jelal Khan and his party, (who they were not aware had surrendered,) 
would open the gates to them. This attack was sharp and continued 
for about two hours, when the enemy again withdrew. 

“We might now have congratulated ourselves •upon the events of 
the past night, but were not allowed long to do so, for symptoms of ^ a 
general panic soon manifested themselves. I’hey communicated even to 
our own people. It was true that the party of sipahis who had so gal- 
lantly behaved, had, in the heat of battle, slain and wounded dso 
some of the traitors of the garrison, and there was reason to apprehend, 
unless measures of precaution were adopted, that in another attack they 
wdisdd sidfi openly with the enemy. Throughout the day our sipahis 
were constantly exclaiming that there was treachery, inferring so^rom 
the guns at the Miri, occasionally fired, being loaded with blanlc car- 
tridges, as they supposed. In the evening we were visited by Shah Na- 
waz Khan, who was low spirited. I proposed to eject the traitors with 
or without their arms. Tliis step the Khan did not think advisable. 1 
next •proposed to give every man of the garrison a small sum of 
money, and to promise as much more, every time they repulsed the foe. 
This mode was not approved of. From this day the casting of bullets 
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was suspended, and all idea of continuing the defence seemed to be 
abandoned. ^ 

^ Kamal Khan, upon whom Shah Nawaz Khan almost entirely de- 
pended, declared the place imtenable, that arrangements were indispen- 
sable, and all had affirmed he would hght no more. It seems the enemy, 
enraged at Kamal Khan’s opposition, had threatened to send to Bagh- 
wana for his wives and children, with the view of placing them in their 
front as they marched to the walls, and thereby ato compel him to open 
the gates to them. Whether affected by this menace, or that he had 
previously inclined to play a double part, lie now wavered, and Shah 
Nawaz Khan found he could no longer reckon on him. About sunset, 
a Saiyad, as vakeel, came to the town on the part of the enemy, either in 
pursuance of a concerted plan, or that finding force wai ineffectual, 
it was deeno^ed necessary to have recourse to fraud. I'he Khan next 
sent an Elchi, I forget who, to the camp of the enemy, observing, it 
behoved him to do so, as an Elchi had been sent to him. It was easy to 
divine what would be the end of the negociation. On the next day Kamal 
Khan met the Sirdars of Saharawan in a garden without the town. 
What passed is no^ known, but the result of» the conference was an 
Ekrar Nameh, or engagement between the Sirdars of Jehalawan and Sa- 
harawun, giving the tfdiht or musnud of Khelat to the son of the* late 
JViftrab Khan, and Baghana Zodi and Khozdar to Shah Nawaz Khan, 
the lattei vacating Khelat on the third day. Lieut. Loveday with 
his sipahis, people, and property was to be escorted to the Shah. 
A copy of the document sealed by Kamal Khan on behalf of the Sir- 
dars of Jehalawan, and by tlie Saharawan Sirdars, was given to Lieut. 
Loveday. 

“ As soon as the Ekrar Nama had been concluded, intercourse was 
.free between the town and rebel camp, and Nasrulah, Lieut. Loveday’s 
Khelat servant, began the work of deception by producing a letter, which 
he said the Darogah, his ancient master, had sent to him when he and 
the young Khan started from Kharan, desiring him to tell Lieutenant 
liovcday how much the Darogah esteemed him. Nasrulah was now, in 
consequence, sent to 'the Darogah, and returned bringing back the 
kindest assurances, either never made by that crafty old man, or made 
only to deceive. 

“ Lieut. Loveday had on the first mention of negociation been taken 
by Shah Nawaz Khan to the Miri, and had seen the Khan’s motlier, 
who with her son thought at the time there was no alternative 
but treaty. Now, however, better acquainted with the state df the rebel 
camp. Shall Nawaz Khan and Mir Boher of Zehri wished to break 
off me treaty. Mir Boher had been suspected, and perhaps with 
justice ; but events had changed him, and he was now willing to conti- 
nue the defence ; indeed, since the investment he had fought with since- 
rity. He came twice or thrice to Lieut. Loveday, with and without 
Shah Nawaz Khan, but the fatal influence of Haji Osman, Naurulali, 
and *1110 rest paralyzed every thing. These men made the grossest 
misrepresentations as to the number of the rebels, their abundance of 
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provisions and of other necessaries, which were believed ; whereas they 
were without food and ammunition, and if kept at bay for two or three 
days more, m^st have dispersed. Mir Sober proposed to have provid- , 
ed against treachery within by removing thj parties who had manifest- 
ed it, to other points, and placing in their stead Khan Mahomed Khan, 
an approved good man, and his party. He was also averse to ejdfction 
from the town. Mir Boher spoke with real anguish to Shah Nawaz 
Khan of the disgrace about to fall on them, saying it was binbureda, or 
cutting off their horses, and that Kamal Khan had spoiled all. 

“ To counteract the efforts of Shah tJawa% Khan to get up resistance, 
or to persuade Lieut. Loveday to accompany him, Haji Osman and 
Nasrulah set on foot a variety of missions to the rebel camp. Had not 
the consequence been so fatal, the zeal for negociation at this period 
would have been amusing. It is obvious how important ij; was to the 
enemy that Lieut. Loveday should remain at Khelat in their power, whe- 
ther they intentled to gratify their revenge and cupidity at his expence, 
or whether they hoped by the possession of liis person to secure terms. 
Nasrulah was sent to the camp a second time with Morad Khan, a 
Naik, and Imam Buksh, a drummer. The two hitier made their salam 
to tl^ young Khan, who spoke* very courteously to them, and sent them 
to the Shah Ghassi to repbrt in secret the object of their mission. 
Nasrulah was privately closeted wdth the Darogah. Haji Osman infro- 
duced on the scene his uncle Atta Mahomed Khan, brotl/br of the 
notorious Akhund Mahomed Sitlik, and this man with Rais Pir Maho- 
med <Jf Khelat were sent privately by night. On the next day, Atta 
Mahomed Khan went publicly with a retinue of forty or fifty persons he 
had collected. Yet this was not all ; the Hindus came to ask Lieut. Love- 
day if tiiey might go to make, their salam ; they were told, yes; and 
moved *om the town in a body to the rebel camp. While such things ■ 
were in progress, Lieut. Loveday, on Shah Nawaz Khan coming to call 
on him, with his accustomed familiarity of friendship would place his arm 
around him, affecting to coincide with his views and plans, while at 
the time his agents were negociating (if such a term may be used) 
with the Khan's enemies, and frustrating his intentions. Shah Nawaz 
Klian, however, reproached I<ieut. lioveday with the fact of his man Nasru- 
lah being in secret conference with the Darogah, and at another time 
rebuked Haji Osman, and used high language. Kamul Khan moreover 
complained to Lieut. Loveday, that Shah Nawaz Khan had even presumed 
to accuse him of playing falsely. Yet Lieut. Loveday’s envoys always 
breroght bifck the same unqualified assurances of kind treatment and 
protection — the young Khan, the Darogah, and Bibi Gunjani were all 
inspired by the best and kindest feelings, and the Sirdars of Saharawan 
were determined to adhere with fidelity to their engagements ; Lieut. 
Loveday might do entirely as he pleased, return to Shall or remain 
at Kelat : if he went to Shdl, the Bibi Gunjani was to accompany him ; 
if he i^mained, his every wish was to be gratified ; another and hand- 
some house was to be built for him in place of the one pulled down by 
the Brahocs, and whose timbers had been converted into escalading 
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ladders. Nasriilah particularly certified to the good intentions of his 
old master, the l?axogah, and Atta Mahomed Khan, who professed to 
• have great influence with Bibi Gunjani, assured Lieut. Loveday of that 
lady’s good will, and that^ she looked upon him as her son. A let- 
ter was brought by Atta Mahomed Khan, said to be from the Bibi ; but 
in the place of her seal, her name was scrawled within a circle. Lieut. 
Loveday seemed satisfied with all that was done, and to 'place belief in 
all he heard. 1 think he was very angry with me for cautioning him, or 
presuming to suggest that he was deceived j Yet I knew it was so, and 
with bitter disgust I heard Kais Hr Mahomed, on return from his noctur- 
nal mission, and after he had reported to Lieut. Loveday what had 
passed, repeat, sitting with Nasrulah, a Persian couplet ending with the 
words “ sag dowan,” and intimating that his victim had ^.llen into the 
snare laid for him. Besides the people here named, Gholam and Fatti, 
brothers, and Babi, merchants, Wal-Mahomed, a tailor, Buta Sing, a 
Sipahi, and others whom I cannot remember, were sent on missions 
of one kind or other. Elchis were raked up from all quarters, and the 
aid of no one was refused. 

“ Shah Nawaz Khan finding his wishes to continue the defence baf- 
fled, urged Lieut. Loveday to accompan/ him, taking all his eifects with 
him. He assured him that he should be conducted in safety to Zeliri or 
Baghwaua, where, as he pleased, the struggle might be renewed, or he 
could retire. The Khan preferred Zehri, being supported by Mir Boher, 
and that the Malloh route would be kept open, while Shikarpur was 
near. He honestly and truly confessed, that he could not undertake 
the responsibility of the Shall route. Lieut. Loveday seemed to ac- 
quiesce, but only seemed : his advisers were ready with their insinua- 
tions against the motives of the Khan and of Mir Boher, a^d were 
not willing that their victim should escape. Lieut. Loveday mged he 
had not a sufficient number of camels, and the Khan offered to supply 
any number he wanted. Some faint attempts were made to pack 
up, but were soon abandoned. 

The third day had now arrived, when the young Khan and rebel 
host were to enter the town. Shall Nawaz Khan was early in the 
morning with Lieut. Loveday, entreating him even then to accompany 
him with his party, taking only his valuables, for it was too late 
to think of moving the bulk of the property. Lieut. Loveday was fixed, 
as if by enchantment to Khelat, and lent a deaf ear to all that was said. 
Shah Nawaz Khan had before asked him if all the Feringhees were as 
laghor, or unmanly, as he w^as, and now prophesied to hir^all thu In- 
dignities and perils to which he exposed himself by remaining. 

“ It was not until this period that Shah Nawaz Khan thought of ab- 
dication. The time was very critical. He had not deserted Lieut. Love- 
day, but had been deserted by him, when he decided to take the decisive 
step of repairing to the camp of Mehrab Khan’s son, and of investing 
him with a khelat. He had scarcely left the town when Nasrulah and 
Haji Osman, who had been sent betimes to the camp, returned, and 
with singular impudence implored Lieut. Loveday, when he had it no 
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longer in his power, to accompany Shah Nawaz Khan, saying there was 
evil in his stay at Kelat. • 

“ When Shah Nawaft Khan left Lieut. Loveday, his brother Mir i 
Fatti Khan came. He requested a paper, which Lieut. Loveday gave 
liim, noting that he had been solit:ited to depart, but had determined 
to remain and negotiate for the safety of himself and liis party. *Fatti 
Khan went and returned, when Lieut. Loveday took the paper from 
him, and wrote another in which the reason for remaining was stated to 
be his determination to die at his post. Shah Nawaz Khan had behav- 
ed throughout the siege most creditably. Whatever other motives may 
have dictated the step of his abdication, he made it still a means of con- 
tributing, as far as in his power, to the good treatment, by the opposite 
party, of Lie-^t. Loveday, and of facilitating arrangements with it. which 
that officer had commenced. Nothing was more evid^t than the 
anxiety manifested by Shah Nawaz Khan, to ishew his sense of obliga- 
tion to the Government that had placed him in authority, by protecting 
the officer appointed to act with him, and certainly it was not his fault 
that the officer refused to be protected by him. Shah Nawaz Khan on 
arraying the son of Mehrab Khan with a khelat, ^plained to him and 
the assembled chiefs, that the khelat had not been given to him by Lieut. 
Loveday, but by the Sirkai^ Company ; that he had a friend at Kelat, 
whose kind treatment he should expect in return for the resignation of 
his station, lliat friend was Lieut. Loveday. He said in the ngurative 
style of the Brahoes, that Lieut. Loveday was his beard : when the son 
of Mtfhrab Khan replied, that the gentleman had now become his beard, 
and tint he should be treated as a brother, etc. The two Khans next 
moved in procession to the town, and as the cavalcade advanced, we 
had the mortification to witness to what a contemptible rabble we had 
surrendered the town, 

“ After having attended the son of Mehrab Khan to the Miri, Shah 
Nawaz Khan, in the act of leaving the town, called on Lieut. Loveday. 
The Khan called me to witness he had not failed in his duty to the Sir- 
kar Company, or to Lieut. Loveday. 

“ A little time afterwards, Haji Osman had the audacity to tell Lieut. 
Loveday, when repeating what he had heard had passed when the Khan 
arrayed Mehrab Khan’s son with a khelat, that the Khan offered to be 
the first to lay hands on Lieut. Loveday, and that Kamal Khan and Mir 
Boher had Spoken to the same purpose. To so infamous a scoundrel 
did Lieut. Loveday trust for information, and by such informations were 
hi»9pinioiJ^ formed, and his conduct determined. 

“ The son of Mehrab Khan seated in the place of his father, received 
during the day the congratulations and offerings of the people. Lieut. 
Loveday sent also his Mabaraki, or salutation of welcome, with offerings 
of fifty rupees each to be presented respectively to the young Khan and 
to Bibi Gunjani, and they sent in return four men to attend at Lieut. 
Loveday’s gates, avowedly to keep the turbulent Brahoes from intru- 
sion, but in like manner to watch over intercourse with the house, and 
to take care that no one left it. Bibi Gunjani also sent in a message to 
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Lieut. Loveday to beware, a hundred times to beware, that he gave no 
money to any one ; or at least such a message was brought in the Bibi's 
^name.” • ' 

ITicse various occurrences — at Quetta, Khelat, and in the Surtoff 
Pass — ^naturally aroused the attention of the political authority, (Mr. 
Ross Bell,) in Scinde, and reinforcements, with the view of strengthen- 
ing tjic different posts already occupied, recapturing ground that had 
been lost, and putting down the insurrection in the Moostung, were 
immediately called for. The situation of Captain Brown at Kahun, 
surrounded and closely watched as he was by hordes of .Peloochees, — 
to keep whrDm in check was the original purpose of the occupation of 
Kahun — -was the first object of solicitude. Reports from that officer 
announced that his provisions were fast failing him, but that he was 
determined on holding his post until reduced to the last extremity. It 
was therefore resoRed to throw supplies into the fort without delay, 
and with this view a convoy of 1,200 camels and GOO bullocki^ was 
placed under the charge of Major Clibbom of the 1st. Bombay Grena- 
diers, who with a force of 464 bayonets, 34 rank and file of Bombay 
artillery, and three 12-pound howitzers marched for Kahun. The 
misadventures of this force — constituting as they did the most serious 
calamity that had befallen our arras— are thus narrated by one of the 
officers engaged, and is borne out in all essential particulars by Major 
Clibbom’s own despatch. 

“ In spite of the intense heat of tlic weather, the convoy started 
on the rith August, and by marching at night, accomplished the dis- 
tance to Poolagee, of one hundred and ten miles, across the burning and 
desert plains of Scinde, witli less distress to the men than could have 
been anticipated. At Poolagee, Major Clibborn’s force was increased 
by 200 Poona and Scinde irregular horse, under Lieutenants Lock 
and Malcolm ; and entered the hills by the southern Pass on the 
24th. In five marches they reached the SurtofF mountain. It took 
thirteen or fourteen hours, namely from 2 a. m. to 3 or 4 m., tc- get 

the convoy and guns up the mountain ; the latter had to be dragged up 
by manual labour, the road running up the steep face of the mountain, 
in many places nearly perpendicular, and which is said by those who 
have seen both to exceed in difficulty the famed Khojuk Pass. The 
suffering of the sepoys employed in this service, and indeed of aU, 
exposed as they were to the burning heat of an August sun, was 
distressing in the extreme, but it was borne cheerfully and without 
a complaint. The night was passed on the table-land on the sum- 
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)nit, with no water nearer than the foot of the Ghaut, The men 
had little rest ; they were under arms the greater part of the night, 
the lleloochee^ keeping* up a fire on the piquets and camp from the 
other side of an impassable ravine. At 2 m. on the morning of the 
31st August, the march was continued to the foot of the second yange 
tif mountains, distant six or seven miles. The road lying along the 
foot of the mdhntain was so cut up by ravines and nullahs, that one of 
tlic guns upset, occasioning considerable delay in righting and repairing 
it, tlic men being all the whjle exposec^to a galling lire from the Beloo- 
cliees, wdiich wounded several. Moving on again, we soon came in sight 
of the Pass of Nullbosk, and here all our difficulties became apparent. 
'Hie road which had been reported practicable for guns and camels, rose 
before our wJaried and exhausted troops in a zigzag course up the side 
of a precipitous mountain ; the crest crowded with the enemy, screened 
under shelter of the rocks, who, on our appearance, set fire to a beacon 
liglit.* It was now 10a.m., and the heat fearfully oppressive. A letter 
from Captain Brown, in Kahun, of the 27th, reported that abundance of 
rain had fallen, and that no doubt Mre should find a sufficiency of wa- 
ter at our ground. The reports of the guides on aritval were that there 
was Ao water ! and the little remaining in the wretched Paukauls from 
the last halting ground, on the top of the SurtofF Pass, (where neither 
water nor forage exists), was dried up. Under these circumstances, it 
was evident that the whole force and cattle must perish from thirst, 
unless the Pass of NulFoosk were earned, beyond which, water was said 
to be procurable, and the fort of Kahun distant about six miles. We 
waited j.nxiously till half-past one for the arrival of the rear-guard, con- 
sisting of the 1st and ‘2nd companies of the 1st Grenadiers, one 
howitzer, and the Poohah Horse under Lieut. Lock. At two, the disposi- 
tions for attacking the Pass were made, and the left flank companies of the 
1st and 2nd Grenadiers and fifty volunteers, Poonah Auxiliary Horse, 
under Lieut. Lock, were led on with admirable coolness and order by 
Capt. llaitt, followed by a strong support of the Grenadiers. An effec- 
tive flanking party was posted at the foot of the Ghaut, on the right, 
who kept up a heavy fire on the crest of the hill. The guns were placed 
so as to throw shrapnel shells to clear the head of the Pass, while the 
storming party advanced up the steep face of the mountain. The remain- 
der of the escort with the colours were drawn up on the plain, facing the 
Pass and protecting the guns. With the greatest anxiety we watched 
the progress of the storming party, as they steadily wound up, under a 
hca^y fire fit»m the enemy ; in some parts they were only able to advance 
in single file. The road at all times barely practicable for guns, had been 
altogether destroyed ; and they found breast- works, topped with thorny 
bushes, built across the road, in three places most exj)osed to the fire 
from the ridge. These they surmounted ; the ledge of the head of the 
Pass was gained, and the party ready to rush on ; one sepoy was seen 
to rcaclt the gap and fire through, when from every side they were as- 
sailed by a tremendous fire from the enemy, and rocks and stones were 
hurled from the summit. The Beloochees, with a wild shout, rushed 
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down sword in hand. Hundreds and hundreds poured over the ridges of 
the mouiitiiins, and leaping into the midst of the men, bore all before 
rthem. Sepoys and Beloochees were mingled on the hill. Seeing the at- 
tack completely repulsed, and that to make any stand on the steep face 
of the hill was impossible, the supporting and flanking parties retreated 
to the colours. The enemy rushed down the mountain, and although the 
guns were sweeping the plain with grape, advanced with such determined 
gallantry and impetuosity, that there was barely^time to form the men, 
a task rendered but the more difficult by the number of recruits neces- 
sarily placed in the ranks for the present service. The Beloochees inur- 
ing round in all directions, attacked sword in hand, and throwing in 
showers of the heavy stones with which the plain abounded, advanced 
to the very muzzles of the guns. The men, however, bel 'ived admira- 
bly, and kept up so brisk a fire, that with well applied rounds of grape from 
Capt. Stamford’s howitzers, the enemy was repulsed with great slaugh- 
ter. dispersing in all directions, numbers falling in the flight. Our loss 
on the mountain was now found to be very severe. Nearly half the 
storming party had fallen, and we had lost four officers. Raitt was 
shot through the thigh about half way up the mountain, when he turned 
round and asked Franklin to lead the advance, but seeing him sup- 
porting poor Williams, who had just been shot through the heart, 
he bound his handkerchief round the wound, and again took his place 
at the head of his company, where he fell nobly when the rush took 
place, at which time also Franklin was killed. Little Moore received two 
shot wounds, and was afterwards cut down by a Beloochee in passing. 
Lock, who led the dismounted Sowars, was severely wounded, receiving 
a sword cut, and several severe bruises from stones on the head ; but 
was forced down the hill by his orderly, and reached one of the guns 
in a fainting state. Out of the hundred dismounted Sowars alone, fifty- 
three were killed.” 

“ The enemy had been repulsed with great slaughter, and most of their 
influential men were lying dead around us ; but the Pass remained in 
their possession, and their numbers were still very great, the combined 
tribes of the Beloochees, amounting in fact to several thousands. To 
/ollow up our success was impossible ; the heat was dreadfully intense, 
and the sufferings of the men and cattle, from exhaustion and thirst, 
became painfully apparent. The men grew clamorous for drink, and 
the cries of the wounded and dying, for water ! water ! were increasing. 
The few bottles of beer among the officers* baggage, given to allay the 
wants of the greatest sufferers, gave rise to scenes of frenzy 'and despair. 
Men of all castes rushed and struggled for it, and many a miserable 
wretch, on getting hold of a bottle and finding it empty, dropped lifeless 
on the ground. ^Plie scene was agonizing to behold. Parties were 
sent to search for water and Meer Hussain, one of the guides, having 
rej)orted that they had discovered some in a nullah, about half a 
coss off, the whole of the Puckaul Bheesties, and camel Puckauls', under 
the escort of the irregular horse, were despatched to procure a supply. 
The gun-horses were sent with the party, being quite unfit, in their 
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exhausted state, to take the guns back, and many of the officers* horses 
also accompanied them. The evening was spent in collecting and 
bringing off the woundc€, and occasionally firing shells into the hills, 
from which tlic enemy still kept up a fire^ on the skirmishers in the 
I)lain. Party after party returned; reporting that no water was to be 
found ; and, a^ut sunset, some stragglers from Mcer Hussain’s party 
came in, repomng that the whole had been surrounded in a nullah, the 
greater part cut to pieces, and the horses carried off. “ Under these 
circumstances (Major Clibborn states in his official despatch), it became 
necessary to determine what should be^done.* I had already lost about 
150 men of my small force (small, when the nature of tlie country and 
the size of the convoy are considered,) the remainder being enfeebled 
witli thirst, a^d the exertions of the two previous days ; and, to add to 
our different difficulties, most of the camel men, dooly beards, etc. had 
absconded during the action, after plundering the commissariat. U’hc 
gun-Itorses were gone ; and the men of the Golundauze, so prostrated 
from fatigue and thirst, that latterly they could scarcely rise to lire a gun. 
In this state, 1 found it impossible, allowing that I made a successful 
attack on the Pass, to convey either the stores or g»ns over it, particu- 
larly as the road liad been destroyed ; and, after mature deliberation, I 
foiin(^#that it would be impracticable to carry out the object of the convoy 
to throw provisions into Kaimu ; and further, that unless the water-party, 
horses, etc. returned soon, my whole force, cattle and followers, must 
perish of thirst. The sad alternative devolved on me of deciding on the 
ahandanment of the unfortunate garrison of Kahun, the stores and mate- 
rials of the detachment ; and the chance presented itself by a rapid 
retreat to the water at Surtoff, of saving the remainder of my men and 
tlic numerous followers, with such carriage and stores as their enfeebled 
state would permit me to carry off. I therefore resolved, unless the 
gun-horses and water arrived by 10 i*. m. to move off quietly with my 
troops. Such continuing to be the case at that hour, I directed Capt. 
Stamford to spike his guns, and at eleven o*clock we moved with as 
much quietness as the frantic state of the men would permit. I am 
grieved to add, that we were obliged to abandon nearly every thing — guns, 
stores, camp equipage, etc. ; the desertion of the camel-drivers having 
put it out of my power to remove them.” The wounded were carried on 
the few camels we could manage to take with us. We reached the top 
of the Surtoff fortunately without obstruction from the enemy, for the 
men were completely knocked up. Here all discipline was at an end ; 
the •men, iftshing down the hiU, leaped into the pools of water like 
madmen. The rear-guard was attacked by a large body of Bcloochces, 
and the slaughter among the followers was very great. As soon as the 
men could be got from the water they were formed into square, as the 
Beloochees were reported to have shewn themselves on all sides, and 
we waited for day-break, when it was found tBit the whole of the convoy 
and baggage we had been able to remove, had been carried off in the 
confusion and darkness of the night. *rhe sepoys at Nuffoosk, had been 
ordered in the evening to put three or four day's supply of flour in their 
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havresacks, but most of the men had been too much exhausted to do so ; 
and we now found ourselves absolutely without food. Not a single tent 
was saved, cither for ofheers or men ; and nothing remained but to make 
a forced march on? Poolage^, distant more than fifty miles'! Fortunately 
wc had still a few empty camels, and were joined by others on the road, on 
whic'n we brought on the wounded. Lock had a narrow escape ; he was 
carried to SurtofF, bound to the back of a Sowar, and afte^ards brought 
on lashed to the back of a camel, Tlic sulFerings of all on the march 
to Poolagee, from the intense heat of the weather, rendered more in- 
supportable by the reflection of ^che sand and sandstone rocks, is not to 
be described. Poor Capt. Heighington, of the Ist Grenadiers, died the day 
after we reached Poolagee, from the effects of the sun and fatigue, and 
many of the men died on the march. Major Clibborn, who&Q exertions 
were untiripg, and whose courage and self-possession through these try- 
ing scenes were most conspicuous and the admiration of all, would have 
probably shared the same fate had not oneof the sepoys, observing a Change 
in his countenance on the march, begged of him to wrap a muslin sash 
(which he gave him) round his head in place of his chakoe. This, no 
doubt, saved his li% In his official despatch he deservedly notices the 
gfdlant bravery of Lieutenant Lock of the Poonah Irregular Horse, and 
Lieutenant Malcolm of the Scinde Horse.* The great number of their 
men who fell, shews how nobly they did their duty ; indeed, the con- 
duct of *all the men, many of the 1st Grenadiers raw recruits, who 
never before had been under fire, was exemplary. 

Officers killed in the disastrous attack on the Pass : • 

1st GrcnadierS| Capt. Raitt and Lieut. Moore. 

Jemadar Jewrakcen Sing. 

2nd Grenadiers, Captain Franklin and Ensign Williams. 

Subadar Gooroo Bux. 


Statement of killed and wounded. 


KILLED. 


WOUNDED. 


Artillery, - 

.. 7 



l^iuneers, 

.• 4 



1st Grenadiers, 

.. 86 

1st Grenadiers, 

• ■ 62 

2d Ditto, 

.. 26 

2d Ditto, 

• . 10 

Poonah Auxiliary Horse, 

.. 36 

Pounah Auxiliary Horse, 

.. 10 

Scinde, 1st Horse, . • . . 

20 

Scinde, 1st Horse, . . . . 

10 


179 ' 92 

out of a force of about six hundred and fifty men. 

“ This docs not include the loss of life on the return mar^h. When, 
in the month of March, Captain Brown alluded to the excessive heat, 
and stated that the thermometer on the second day’s march ranged as 
high as 116°; what must it have been in the month of August, that 
fattd season of heat V** 

* A Military Commission was appointed to investigate the conduct of Major Clibbor^, and the 
causes of uie disaster on the NufFoosk Pass. The Commission condemned Major Ciibborn and all 
the superior Ofliccrs who had ordered and provided for his expedition. The Government subse- 
quently removed the two senior Members of the &}mmissiQu for giving an honest verdict. 



OPERATIONS AGAINST TJIE BELOOCIIEKS. 


117 


’he condition of Captain Brown during these disastrous occurrences^ 
and for some time subsequently was, as may be conceived, most deplor- 
able. The Journal which he kept, from the period of his first occupa- 
tion of the Fort of Kahan, down to the fiour when he evacuated it 
under highly honorable v terms, will be found in the Appendix to this 
volume (No. fl). It discloses a history of patience, cheerfulness, reso- 
lution, discipline, and Lravery, under circumstances of the most trying 
nature, and redounding so much to dSiptaiiS Brown’s honour, that the 
Bombay Commander-in-Chief gave him a staff appointment, the Govern- 
ment transfeyed him to a lucrative Political office, and his Sovereign 
conferred upon him a Brevet Majority. Lord Ellenboroug;)i afterwards 
crea^jed him an Honorary A. D. C. 

The Boloochees having now committed themselves irretrievably, of 
course anticipated a severe visitation as soon as the arrival of reinforce- 
ments should enable tlic British troops to take the* field. They there- 
fore proceeded to strengthei* the works of Khelat, and to add large num- 
bers to the garrison, while Nusseer Khan, the son of Mehrab Khan, was 
urged to place himself at the head of the revolted tribes, and to drive 
the IVitish from the country they occupied between Quetta and Shi- 
karporo. Several attacks were made by them upon Lehree, Dadur, and 
other small j^osts, and upon detachments of troops marching across the 
desert to Gundava, and the Bolan Pass ; but the determined gallantry of 
the 5th and 25th Bombay N. I. assisted by Skinner’s horse and the 
Sciiide and Poona irregulars, and now reinforecd by a portion of Her 
Majesty’s 40th Regt. under Major Boscawen and the 38th Bengal N. I., 

rendered their defeats frequent, and their advantages slight and temj^o- 

% 

rary.* It was not, however, until the beginning of November 1840, 
that troops had arrived from the opposite points of Candahar and Lower 
Scindc in sufficient force to strike a decisive blow at the resuscitated 
power of the Beloochees. On the 3rd of that months Major General 
Notl had reached Khelat with the 42nd and 43rd Regiments of Bengal 
N. I. some guns under Captain Anderson, a part of Shah Soojah’s 
Cavalry under Capt. Walker, and Infantry under Capt.- Macan ; but the 


* In oBc of these aflairs, our troops fell in witli the body ofTaeut. T^oveday, who had been carried 
about in fetters by the people with whom he had entrusted himself, and who inunlcred him to pre- 
vent his release. The body was yet warm and bleeding when found by the 40th Foot under Majoi 
lloscawen at Dadur 
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garrison had fled u^jon his approach, and he found the fortress complete- 
ly evacuated. Ht therefore returned to Quetta, leaving Colonel Stacy 
' as Political Agent in charge of Khelat, supported by a regiment of in- 
fantry. Nusseer Khan, however, still remained in arms in the hills, 
occasionally descending by the Bolan Pass to give battle to the detach- 
ed forces, and on one occasion actually besieging and plundering Dadur. 
To crush this chieftain, and to restore tranquillity to the whole of 
Upper Scinde, engaged the attention of the field force which had now' 
assembled under Major General Brookes of the Bombay Army, and it 
was not long before an opportunity appeared for striking, an effective 
blow at the Tfebel power. 

General Brookes having received information to the effect ^ that 
Nusseer Khan, with about 4000 men, had taken uj) his jiGsition in the 
neighbourhood of Kotrah, where he was expecting a large reinforce- 
ment, despatched offe of his A. D. C.s to Colonel Marshall, directing 
him (Colonel M.) to attack the Khan’s camp, with the greatest possible 
promptitude. Colonel Marshall’s detachment consisted of about 500 
of the 25th N. I., 150 of the 2nd Grenadier Regiment, 180 of the 21st 
N. 1. and tw^o guns, with details from the 5th company of the Goliin- 
dauzc Battalion, under Lieutenant Pruen — in all 842 fighting men. 
With this force, Colonel Marshall having received the General’s Orders 
on the morning of the 30th Nov., immediately made his preparations to 
attack the Khan’s position at day-break on the 1st Dec. This he did, 
with signal success. The surprize was most complete — Nusseer Khan 
himself fled in consternation, at the first appearance of our troops ; but 
his chiefs held out most desperately against us, and not before nearly 
500 were slain, was the enemy put to flight. Then Mecr Bohur Zch- 
rec, wdio commanded the Khan’s army, and seven other chief leaders, 
including the Bohur’s son, with 132 of their bravest followers, surren- 
dered themselves, and were made prisoners. On our side the loss was 
comi)aratively small — one officer, Lieut. Lodge of the 25th, killed— and 
in all, 11 killed and SO wounded. 

The defence was most desperate, and the position occupied by the 
enemy so strong, that th^lombay troops must have fought with the 
utmost steadiness, and the most persevering gallantry, to have achieved 
a victory against such advantages. Lieut. Wallace, the Assistant Poli- 
tical Agent, who went with the detachment, reports, that “ the hill, to 
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which the enemy retreated, was a perfect natural fortress, and the 
daring, steady, and persevering manner, in which tfach position was 
attacked and c'arried, reflects the highest credit on the troops, whose 
behaviour throughout an arduous day’s worlc was admirable and Ge- 
neral Brookes, in a Field Order, which will be found below, congratu- 
lates in a warm, but not undue, strain of eulogium, the brilliant service 
performed by the detachment. Lieut. Smith of the Bengiil Native 
Infantry, (an extra A. D. C. to General Brookes,) who much dis- 
tinguished himself in this affair, escotted Meer Bohur and his son to 
Sukkur. Ai^ong the killed, on the enemy’s side, were four chiefs — 
Tubzul Khan, Shere Khan, Hydur Khan, and Shuffee Mahomed. The 
cscapp of Nusscer Khan was inevitable ; his position aj)pcars to have 
been more tiian a mile to rearward of his camp, and, as he moved off 
at once, and the Passes leading to his encampment were strong^ 
guarded, it was impossible to overtake him. He ffled with only two 
followers, having been from^hc first unwilling to oppose us. 

After their defeat, the enemy gathered together, in great force, be- 
tween Kundah and Colonel Marshall’s camp (round which an entrench- 
ment Ju^d been made) the whole number being mounted, but they ap- 
peared to exhibit every inclination to keep at a respectful distance. 

All officer in Captain Tcasdalc’s detachment of the 25tli N. I., thus 
describes, in a letter, the forcing of the first Pass : ■— 


In consequence of the guide ^with us having lost his road, a consi- 
derable delay unavoidably occurred, and wre did not get well into the 
mountains until day-break. 

“ At half past G o’clock in the morning of the first instant, our detach- 
ment arrived at the gorge of a deep defile in a very strong country, 
which was pointed out to us by the guide as the entrance into the camp 
of the insurgent chief Nusseer Khmi. Seeing the heights on each flank 
crowned with Brahocs, Captain Teasdalc detached two strong parties 
under LieuJ. Lockley and Ensign Oliphant, of the 2nd Grenadier llegi- 
mehj, to dislodge them. 

“ The enemy immediately opened their fire, and kept it up with great 
briskness, wounding several of our men. As soon as Capt. Teasdale 
perceived that his flanking parties had gained the summits of the hills, 
and commenced their fire, he advanced with the main body, and forced 
the Pass, killing and wounding a great numller of the enemy, and driv- 
ing them over the hills. 

‘'We found the Khan’s camp evacuated, but his person was pointed 
out to us at the distance of upwards of two miles in full retreat u]) a 
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precipitous mountain. Wc pushed forward detachments after them, 
who, as well as the mtiin body found the whole country strewed with 
cattle and baj^s of grain. One of these j)artie^ succeeded in reaching a 
body of the llrahoes, three of whom they killed, and secured ten camels 
laden with household furniture and the chiefs kettle drums. 

“ t'inding that the chief had escaped, we pushed on with all despatch 
to co-operate vyith Colonel Marshall. Captain Tcasdale had previously 
detached Ensign Eourdillon, 25tli Rcgt. N. L with a party to drive 
down a body of the enem;jr, whom he saw^ on a hill on tlic left of our 
position. 

“ The loss of the enemy in disputing the first Pass was between 30 
and 40 killed. I do not think that more than 10 cscai)cd wounded, as 
the action was very close during the whole period.'* 


“ Field Army Orders hy Major General Brookes, Siikknr, (jth 
^ December, 1840. 

n 

“ Major General Brookes has much satisfaction in notifying to the 
troops composing the Field Army, the signal success which has attend- 
ed that portion of it stationed at Kotrah, under Lieut. Colonel Marshall, 
The Major General having received authentic intelligence that 
Nusscer Khan, with the garrison of Khclat, about 4000 men, had been 
encamped in a strong position in the hills, within eight miles of Kotrah, 
and that reinforcements to the extent of many thousands were on the 
road from Thall to join him, directed Lieut. Smith, 15th Bengal Infan- 
try and acting A. D. C. to the Major General, to proceed express to 
Lieut.-Col. MarshalPs camp, with orders to the Lieut.-Col. to attack the 
Khan in his position. Lieut. Smith left this at 2 o’clock on the 28th, 
and although his progress was greatly impeded by falling in with a 
large body of the enemy’s cavalry, who followed and fired on him 
several miles, he succeeded in reaching Lieut. Col. Marshall’s camp on 
the morning of the 30th ultimo, completing a march of 150 miles in 38 
hours. The attack was made the follownig morning at daylight, by 
Lieut. Col. Marshall, at the head of 900 infantry of the 2nd Grenadiers, 
2 1st and 25th Regiments, commanded by Captains Boyd, lunes, and 
Teasdale, with 60 irregular horse under Lieut. Smith, spid 2 puns 
under Lieut. Pruen. The enemy were completely surprised. NuUccr 
Khan, and two followers, escaped on foot at the first alarm, but his 
chiefs and followers made a long and desperate defence. At length 
when four chiefs and upwards of 500 men were left dead on the 
field, and nearly the whole of the rest put to flight, the enemy’s chief 
commander Meer Bohur, with his son, six other chiefs and 132 of 
their bravest followers surrendered themselves prisoners. The wliole 
of the enemy’s baggage, and a large quantity of arms, fell into our 
hands. 
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[Vhe loss on our side, considering the obstinate nature of the conflict, 
was wonderfully small'. Lieut. Lodge, 25th llegimeht, 1 Havildar and 
9 Rank and Fjle killed, 5nd 2 Havildars and 28 ]^nk and File wounded,* 
“ The Major Genersd returns his best thamks, and sincerely congratu- 
lates Lie t. Col. Marshall, the European and Native Officers, Noiwcora- 
niissioiicd Officers and Privates on this brilliant achievement. 

The services of Captain Boyd, 2nd Grenadiers, Captain Innes, 21st 
Regiment, Captain Te^sdale, 2flth Regiment, and Lieutenant Pruen of 
the Artillery, deserve particular praise ;^d \|fill be brought to the notice 
of His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief. The services also of Lieut. 
Smith deserve the Major General’s warmest praise, not only for his 
gallantry in the field, which was conspicuous, but for the determined 
perseverance %ind courage which he displayed in pressing on, despite of 
fatigue and the dangers which he had to surmount in a country occupi- 
ed bv the enemy, so as to deliver his despatches to Lieutenant Colonel 
Marsliall in time to ensure the instructions they contained being carried 
into effect, before the arrival of the reinforcements expected by the 
enemy, which would have rendered the attempt impracticable. 

r 

G. H. BftooKKS, Major-Generaly 
* Commanding Field Army.*' 

After this affair, the Bralioes and Murrecs retreated to their hills,' plac- 
ing tl^emselves under the Beebee Gunjan, the principal wife of Mehrab 
Khan, ^.^ho had been residing at Dadur, a pensioner of the British Govern- 
ment, until the capitulation of Shah Newaz, and the occupation of 
Khelat by Nusseer Khan, induced her to fly and join the adherents of 
her husband’s family. • 


Leaving affairs in Scinde, we now retrace our steps to Cabul, where 
the Envoy was deeply engaged in devising schemes for the settle- 
ment of the country. The stand made by Dost Mahomed in the Hin- 
doo Koosh, had insinred many of the chieftains in Kohistan with hopes 
of 'iJis ultimate success, and of their own consequent restoration to 
power and influence. In the Ghilzie country also disaffection revived, 
and it became very evident that vigorous measures were indispensable 
to crush the Hydra which now assailed the security of Shah Soojah’s 
dominions. On the 24th September, (1840,) a strong force was dis- 
patched, under Brigadier Sale, to Charekar in the Kohistan, where a 
large party of rebels had assembled, and whither, it was supposed, 
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Dost Mahomed would betake himself, on his to Cabul, after 
his repulse at B^mcean, and the conclusion ^ of the treaty with the 
Wullee of Kholoom. Colonel Wheeler, C. B., was sent to Kudjah 
to attack and punish the refractory Wuzzerees.* Another detachment 
was dispatched to assist Colonel Orchard’s return from Kudjur (Korner) 
with the European Regiment, he being then surrounded by the enemy. 
At Ghuzni the garrison was put upon its mettle, the Artillery sleeping 
at their guns, for the disaffection had become strongly marked, and 
Dost Maliomed's two sons had escaped from contii ^ment there. 

Brigadier Sale, guided and assisted by Sir Alexander ft irnes, moved 
in the first instance against the town and forts of Ali Khan and llujub 
Khan, two chiefs who had been most active in their communications 
with Dost Mahomed, lie invested them on the 29th September. The 
enemy occupied a strong ]josition, but fled after a brief shew of resistance, 
across an unfordable'^ river. I'he engagements which took place on these 
occasions were nearly l)loodlcss, the only cUsualtics being Captain. Ed- 
ward Coiijplly, an As^^istant to the Political Envoy at Cabul, who acted 
as Aid-dc-Cam]) to Brigadier Sale, two men of Her Majesty’s Iflth Light 
Infantry, and two Grenadiers of the 37th N. I. The operations arc des- 
cribed in the annexed despatch addressed to Sir Willoughby Cotton. 

To M^ijor Genl. Sir Wilt/Ouguby Cotton, C. C. B. and K. C. //. 

SfC.JSfC, Cabul. 

Camp Tootumdurra, 2dth September, 1840. 

“ Stu, — A t day light this morning I quitted my encampment at llohat, 
and was joined at (3harekar, 5 miles in advance, by the Detachment un- 
der the command of Ciij)tain Fraser of the 2d Light Cavalry. 

“At Cliarckar I karned from Sir Alexander Buriies, that no alteration 
]jad taken place in his views, w'ith reference to the expediency of an 
attack on tlie Forts at the entrance of the Ghorliund Pass, belonging to 
Aly Khan, and known by the name of Tootumdurra. I therefore deter- 
mined to attempt their capture immediately, and moved fo^.ward from 
CJharekar at 8 a. m., having the Cavalry in advance. ‘ 

“ On arriving in front of Tootumdurra, 1 found the enemy posted in a 
veiy strong i)osition : a village surrounded by garden w'alls, defended by 
a small fort and several detached towers, commanded the undulating 
ground below the high and steep hills which bound the Ghorbund 


* The dUpatcIies of Colonel Wheeler, relative to these operations, not being at hand while this 
sheet IS passing through the Press, will be found in the Appendix. 
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Puss to tlie south, and a chain of their detached forts within musket 
ran^c rcs})cetively of the village and each other, expends to the East- 
ward of the village; o^e of these forts, a hexagonal structure, with^ 
towers at the tingles is of considerable strength. The rear, or north of 
the position was defended by a deep canal carried along the high ground 
above the Ghorebund River, the vale below is entirely covered* witli 
gardens, beyond which again rise the rocky hills to the north of the 
Pass. , 

*' A party of the enemy vvtis drawn up in front of the village protected 
by a mound, a second occu^jicd the fjJbe ol'the hill to the west of the 
village, and the towers and forts were garrisoned by matchlock -men, 
who oi)cned a brisk tire on the party of Cavalry sent in advance to re- 
connoitre. ^ 

“ The Grenadier Company of the 37th N. 1., a party of Her Majesty's 
13th Light Infantry, Shah Shooja's 2d Cavalry, and two*of Her Ma- 
jesty»s guns, 6-])oimders, under Lieut. Warburton, was directed to 
clear the hill to our left, and then to take the position of the enemy 
in flank, and co-operate with the other parties engaged in clearing the 
village. ^ 

Two Companies of Her Majesty's 13th Light Infantry, under Lieut. 
Holkjiam, were detached t(f the right to take possession of two of the 
small detached forts, in which operation they were suj)i)orted by 
three 9-poundcr guns, under Captain Abbott. The fire from riliese guns 
was also, as opportunity offered, directed on the towers and other 
defences of the village, with the view of dislodging the enemy from 
their advantageous position, and facilitating the advance of the In- 
fantry. 

These operations w^erc crowned with complete success. 

" The principal column of attack, consisting of the remainder of Her 
Majesty's 13tli Light Infantr 3 ^ two Companies of the 27tli N. 1., and 
the Light Company of the 37th N. I. was then ordered to advance, and 
moved on the village at a rapid pace. The enemy continued their fire 
till the heads of the Companies were within 50 paces of the walls, when 
they fled with precipitation across the river, and over ground where they 
could not be followed by the Cavfdry. 

" T’he garrison of the large fort seeing the position both to their right 
and left thus in the possession of our troops, and Captain Abbott’s guns 
in battery opposite the gale, abandoned the post, and escaped through a 
wicket, which, opening to the south, was covered from the fire of the 
dcta^hmenl. 

“ Parties of Infantry were sent in pursuit across the valley, and another 
small fort on the low ground temporarily occupied, but finding the 
enemy completely broken and dispersed, these parties were recalled, and 
I encamped in the vicinity of the forts, tlie whole of which were in our 
possession by 1 1 a. m. 

“The accompanying Casualty Return will shew that this advantage 
has been attended by little loss, a fact which I in a great measure attri- 
bute to the dread inspired by the excellent practice of Artillery under 
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the able direction of Captain Abbott, assisted by Lieutenants Maule and 
Warburton ; but I have to lament the loss of Captain Edward Conolly 
of the 6th Light Cavalry, who joined me in the morning as a volunteer. 
He was shot through the heart on our advance against the village. 

“ It is my gratifying duty to express my entire satisfaction with the 
conduct of the Troops it has fallen to my lot on tliis occasion to com- 
mand. The rapid flight of the enemy prevented their sustaining or in- 
flicting much loss, but the steadiness and gallantry with which the 
Troops advanced was such as to warrant my entertaining the most san- 
guine hopes of success, o.xn had the rc'dlly formidable position we 
attacked been defended to the last. 

“ I am now, at the request of Sir Alexander Bumes, (who accompanied 
me throughout the operations I have detailed,) taking step^ for the des- 
truction of the forts that have fallen into our hands. 

“ To Capl’ain Sanders of the Engineers, I was much indebted for his 
judicious and scientific obsei*vations, both during and previous t? the 
commencement of the operations. 

“ Captain Wade of H. M. 13th Light Infantry, my Brigade Major, 
gave me every assistance in seeing my orders carried into effect. 

Though not inllie Army, Mr. Wheeler accompanied me as a volun- 
teer to carry orders, and I had several tinges occasion to employ him 
thus.** 

r 

I liave the honor to be, Sir, your most obdt. Servant, 

R. Salk, M. G. Comg. DelachnmHi 


On the 3d of October the Brigadier attacked a fort named Julga, 
said to be the principal stronghold of the rebels. The walls were found 
too thick to be effectively breached by the 9 -pounder guns which he had 
with him, and too high to be reached by the scaling ladders. The as- 
sailing column, which had advanced in the belief that the breach was 
pcucticable, and which behaved with conspicuous gallantry, was in 
consequence, compelled to retire, leaving 11 men of Her Majesty’s 13th 
and 1 of the 37th N. I. killed, and having 12 men wounded. The vi- 
gour of the attack had, however, so intimidated the garrison, who must 
have also suffered severely from our fire, that they immediatefy afterwards 
fled, and possession was obtained of the place, which was destroyed. It 
was regretted that the rebel chiefs had by this means escaped, but there 
appeared not to be likelihood of any necessity for further protracted 
operations. The Dooranee Horse behaved well. 

The Brigadier thus describes the occurrence in his despatch dated 5th 
October. The despatch, together with all others from the same quar- 
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ter! was forwarded in one from Sir W. Cotton, but as tlie coramuni- 
cations of the latter officer were, from his position, me^e matters of form, 
it is unnecessary to give*them. 


From Major General Sir Roukut Sale, K, C. B., Commanding Field 
Force in Kohistan, to Major General Sir Willoughuy Cotton, 
G. C. B. and K, U. H., Commanding tlie Troops in Affghanistan, dated 
Camp Julga, October 840. 

Sir, — The Political Agent having informed me, that several of the 
Rebel Chieft|nns had fled to a fort within 16 miles of my camp at 
Charelvar, I determined on attemi^ting to secure them, and with .this 
view directed Captain Anderson with two Squadrons of His Majesty 
Shah Sooj all’s Cavalry, the Jan Bazi^es under Lieutenant Dowson, and 
about 500 Dooranee Horse, who were placed at my disposal by the 
Shahzada Timoor, the whole under the direction of Captain Sanders of 
tlie Engineers, to proceed to Julga, and endeavour J:o surround the fort 
before any of the garrison could effect their escape, till such time as I 
could bring up the Infantry*and Artillery to attack the place. 

“ This detachment marched before 1 a. m. on the morning of yester- 
day, the 3rd instant, and by sunrise succeeded in completely •investing 
the fort, and placing parties in secure positions in every direction by 
wliicRtlic garrison could effect their escape. 

I have to express my obligations to the Officers and Men of His 
Majesty Shah Soojali’s service by whom this service was effected, and 
am particularly indebted to Captain Anderson for the promjitness and 
rapidity with which his Corps took up their position, and I trust His 
Majesty will be pleased to make known to his Troops the satisfaction I 
have expressed at their spirit and good conduct on this occasion. 

By 10 A. M. I arrived before ijie fort with Her Majesty’s 13th Light 
Infantry and the two Squadrons of 2d Cavalry; before 11 o’clock 3 
f)-pounders and a 24-pounder Howitzer under Captain Abbott, came 
up; about 12, two of His Majesty’s 6-pounders under Lieut. Warbur- 
ton also arrived, but the badness of the road unfortunately delayed the 
Mortars till late in the afternoon, and it was not till 4 p. m. that one of 
them was brought into play. It was desirable to bring our operations in 
the attack of this Fort to a close as soon as possible, as from the nu- 
merous rapines in its vicinity it would have been extremely difl^ult to 
prevent the escape of the rebels after nightfall, and a fire from the 
9-poundcrs was immediately opened on the South-East tower of the fort, 
which by 1 p. m. was greatly dilapidated, when a cessation of their fire 
was rendered necessary, all the ammunition in the field having been 
expended. 

- Af,2p. M. the fire recommenced, and at 3, the tower and adjacent 
curtain to the East were breached, and the breach to all appearance 
being exceedingly easy, I resolved on assaulting it without delay. 
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A storming party, commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Tronson, Her 
Majesty^s 13tli Light Infantry, consisting of 5 Companies of Her 
Majesty's IStli Light Infantry under Brevet. Major Kershaw of tliat 
Corps, and of Detachments of the 27th and 37th Regiments of Native 
Infantry, commanded by Lieutenant Rind of the latter Regiment, were 
formi'd for the purpose, in a ravine near the South-East angle, which 
afforded good cover for tlie troops within 150 yards of the fort, and 
on the signal being given, the column advanced to the breach with the 
greatest steadiness and gallantry. They were met however by the enemy 
on the crest of the breach with* most determined resistance ; a close 
fire from a numerous body of matchlockmen was opened on the 
head of the column from the houses within the fort. Powder- 
bags were thrown in great numbers among the men ^scending the 
breach : many of the leading men were shot dead on the breach ; 
and after a desperate struggle to force an entrance into the fort, they 
were with great judgment withdrawn by the Officer commanding the 
party to the cover afforded by the adjacent ravine, where they remained 
till I issued orders for their recall, intending to renew the attack when it 
might be made by n. combined movement against the breach, gateway, 
and wicket, with better success. 

The enemy, notwithstanding every preca'ution was taken to intqrccpt 
them, succeeded in escaping from the fort before 7 p. m., and at that 
hour our' troops took possession of it. I am now taking measures for 
its destruction. 

It is with feelings of the deepest regret that I record the los.s sus- 
tained in our unsuccessful attack. The address and s])irit disjdayed by 
the Officers and Men of the storming party demand my warmest thanks, 
and I cannot express the mortification I experienced in seeing their 
noble exertions baffled when on the point of being crowned with success. 

“ To Lieutenant Colonel Tronson, commanding the Storming Party, I 
am greatly indebted for his gallant execution of the important duty 
committed to him. He was nobly seconded by Brevet Major Kershaw 
of Her Majesty’s 13th Light Infantry, whose exertions to surmount the 
numerous obstacles which impeded the advance w’ere consj)icuous. The 
cfest of the breach was at one time attained by four Officers of Her 
Majesty’s 13th Light Infantry — Brevet Major Kershaw, Lieutenant and 
Adjutant Wood, Lieutenants Edward King and George Wade, and I 
beg to express my high admiration of their zeal and gallantry. 

" Captain Abbott and Lieutenant Warburton distinguished themselves 
in the# service of the Artillery, and their i)erformance of tCie dut^y. on 
which they were engaged merited my warmest approbation. 

“ I beg also to bring to your favorable notice, the assistance I derived 
from Captain Wade of Her Majesty’s 13th Light Infantry, my Brigade 
Major, for the efficiency and attention displayed by him in carrying my 
wishes into effect throughout the service. 

Captain Raban, 4Sth Native Infantry, Commissariat Officer, also 
gave me high satisfaction in officiating as my Aid-de-Camp during the 
day ; and Mr. Wheeler, whose services I have already had occasion to 
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bring to your noricc, on this occasion was conspicuous for the steadiness 
and promptness with wliicli he conveyed my orders ander a harassing 
fire. ^ • 

I have again to bring to your favoruble^consideration the able and 
valuable r-^sistance rendered me by (yaptain Sanders, Chief Eng^eer, 
with the force.” 

I have, Slc. 

R. Salk, Major General, 
Comjuiandiil^g Field Force in Kohistan. 


From Lieutenant-Colonel Tronson, Commanding Her Majesitfs 13^4 
Light Infantry, to Major General Sir Robert Sale, KJ^C. B. dated 
Camp October 1840, 8. p. m. 

" Sin, — I have the honour to report, that having been placed in com- 
mand of the storming party this day, consisting of five Companies of 
Her Majesty’s 13th Light Infantry under Brevet Major Kershaw, and 
of Detachments of the 27tk and 37th Native Infantry, commanded by 
Captain Rind, of the 37tli, the party proceeded with great regularity 
and spirit towards the fort. On nearing the breach, we werv? assailed 
by a quick and destructive fire, through which, gallantly led by their 
Officer^, the party rushed up the breach, which w^as crowded by Officers 
and Men in the face of a close and deadly fire ; the crest of the breach 
was gallantly held under this destructive fire, for a considerable time by 
Brevet Major Kershaw, Lieutenant and Adjutant Wood, Lieutenant 
Edward King, and Lieutenant G. Wade, with Sergeant Major Aircy ; 
the gallantry of those Officers with their Men called forth at the mo- 
ment the admiration and cheers of all their comrades. Finding the 
breach totally impracticable, I placed the party under immediate cover, 
and subsequently withdrew them to a ravine, awaiting the orders of 
the Major General. • 

The best consolation and reward of all who were engaged will be 
the innate conviction of each individual having to the utmost gallantly 
done his duty, but as the Commander of this party, I feel bound to 
render my w'arraest eulogium and thanks to the Men and Officers engaged, 
Jnore particularly to Major Kershaw, whose exertions and gallantry 
lhrQ.nghout iivere most conspicuous. I have great pleasure in acknow- 
ledging the exertions of Captain Rind and his Adjutant Ensign Mayne, 
37 th Native Infantry, with their detachments of the 27th and 37th. 

I enclose a list of killed and wounded, which I very deeply regret to 
find so serious ; among them we have lost our most respected and gallant 
Sergeant Major, wdio nobly fell at the summit of the breach.” 

I have, &c. 

E. J. Tronson, Lieut. Colonel, 
and Major 1 3/4 Light Infantry. 
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Numerical Return^ 

Of the Killed, Wounded and Missing of the Troops on Field Service under 
the. Command of Major General Sir R. II. Sale, K. C, B, at the Storm 
of the Fort of Julga, on the morning of the October, 1840 ; also of 

the Ammunition expended on that day. Camp Julga, '6d Oct. 1840. 

« 

“ Engineers Wounded 1 iVivatfc ; ArtillerJ — Wounded 1 Private; .Cat- 
tle, 1 Horse and 1 Yahoo ; Rounds of Ammunition expended, 9 Shrap- 
nel 9-Poundcrs ; 1 shell 24-Pounder Howitzer ; 33 8-inch Shell 
Mortars ; 452 Shot round 9-Pounders, and 8 Shrapne^ 24-Pounders 
Howitzers. H. M. 13tli Light Infantry — Killed 1 Serjeant and 13 
Privates ; Wounded 1 Staff, 3 Serjeants, 2 Corporals and 12 Privates ; 
Lieut, and Adjt. Wood slightly; Missing none. Rounds of .Am- 
munition expended, 1388 Musket Ammunition. 27th Regt. N. 
I. — Wounded 1 Bugler and Drummer and 1 Private. 37th Regt. 
N. I. — Killed 2 privates ; Wounded 1 Serjeant, 2 Corporals and 7 
Privates ; Missing none. — Rounds of Ammunition expended, 1G35 
Musket Ammunition. Shah*s Artillery — Wounded 1 Soobadar ; Rounds 
of Ammunition expended, 3 8-inch Shell Mortars and 114 Round Shot 
6-pound^’s. Shah's Cavalry — Killed, Wounded, and Missing none," 


The bastions of the fort having been destroyed by Brigadier* Sale’s 
orders, the force moved to the valley of the Ghorbund river, a short 
distance westward of the site of the ancient city of Bighram. Here 
the Brigadier remained untU the 8th, receiving the submisson of some 
influential Barakzye chiefs, who had until then refused to acknowledge 
the supremacy of Shah Soojah. On the 8th, the troops marched to 
Charekar, expecting to meet Dost Mahomed ; but hearing that he had 
reached Nijrow, the camp was moved to Kara Bhag, where a better op- 
portunity presented itself for watching the ex-Ameer*s movements to- 
wards Cabul. On the morning of the 13th, intelligence was brought into 
camp, that Dost Mahomed had come through the Ghorbund Pass at 
Tootan Durrah early that morning, and that he had td^en up . his 
quarters in a fort some 15 miles distant. The spy reported that the Dost’s 
cattle were very much exhausted and knocked up, and that if a strong 
party of Cavalry was immediately dispatched, the chances were in favor 
of his being intercepted, and that he had not more than a hundred fol- 
lowers with him. On this, Lieut. Dowson, with 200 Jan Bazes, and 300 
of the Shazadah’s Populzies set out. However, they were unsuccessful 
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When the party arrived at the fort, they found that Dost Mahomed 
had left it about 10 the same morning for Nijrow, s«me twenty miles 
almost due East of Charekjur. Lieut. Dowson, with the prey almost 
ill his power, had to right about and return \o Charekar. Two of the 
Ex-ruler*s horses, which were completely knocked up, were brought into 
eamp. Desertion still continued ; on the morning of the 14th October a 
whole company of Lieut. Maule’s regiment of Khoistanees went off to 
their Old Ruler, and it was feared that^anotlicr company would take the 
first opjiortunity of following their examide. I'he company, wdiicli de- 
'^erted, could ^lavc been relied upon above the others. 

On the morning of the 15th October, the camp was j^tched near 
Kura Bhag, after a long march over a heavy countr 5 ^ and preparations 
were made for the attack of a fort in the neighbourhood, which it was 
supposed would give our jieople some trouble, as it was of a much 
stronger kind than any yet assaulted, or met with ii.^the valley. It was 
ropnjscntcd as having a high rampart wall, very thick, strong bastions 
at the angles, and a double gate. 

The Cliief who w'as in possession of it, was wTitten to, to come into 
our ttyms, but returned an answer to this effect : — “ You were all day 
long battering the fort of Julgah, and did not get in after all; besides, 
you let Meer Musjidec escape. Now, my fort is a stronger one thni\ 
his ; 1 have sent my family and property away, and you may come wdien 
it best suits your convenience ; but I must distinctly tell you, that I can 
never bow to a Kafir King, and I’ll fight to the last.** 

The Field force however moved in battle array at 10 a. m. on the 17th 
October with every prospect of meeting most strenuous o]) 2 )osition. The 
f(jr( of Baboo Khoosh Ghur was supposed, from report, to be a very 
strong place, and its approach lined with high garden walls for miles 
around. 

Sliortly before the eolumn moved off, Cajitain Sanders of Engineers, 
acc'dlnpanicd by a strong reconnoitring party, consisting of a squadron 
of the 2d Light Cavalry, two companies of the 27th Regt. N. I., and two 
6- pounder guns, the whole under Captain James Fraser, marched, nie 
road lay over ravines, water- courses, wheat fields etc. On the recon- 
noitring party nearing the fort, the garrison took fright and fled, and 
the troops took peaceable possession. 
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Captain Sanders destroyed the fort of Baboo Koosh Ghur ; after that, 
the force moved to Ak Sarai, and took up a position for the purpose of 
watching the Dost’s movements. 

On the afternoon of the ''‘18th October, some officers looking towards 
the village of Kardurrah, about miles west of camp, espied a large 
body of armed men collected, apparently for some enterprize. Tliey were 
in number between 800 to 1000, and one party displayed a banner, 
llie Cavalry was immediatSy formed in a line, facing towards Kardurrah, 
and messengers w^ere sent to enquire the object of the assemblage. The 
reply was quite pacific, and suspicions were lulled, though proper pre- 
cautions Wjere taken to prevent any chance of surprise. At a little 
before 9. p. m., the night being dark, our troops were attacked in front 
and rear at the same moment by about 500 men, who were com])lctely 
covered by the ravines and walls which approached close to our camp. 
The fire continued bravely until past 11 o’clock, but fortunately was 
directed so high, that very little damage was sustained by our party. 
One russuldar of the Shah’s Regular Cavalry was killed, together with one 
sepoy of the 37th N. I., a few men and horses were wounded, and nothiny 
was missing. The assailants having expended all their ammunition, 
retired in disgust, carrying off one man killed and one badly wounded by 
the few shots that were fired by our men. On the 19th, the force was 
joined by the six companies 37th and by the 2 nine-pounders from 
Cabul, and on tlie 20th it advanced four miles, and encamped near tlic 
garden ground of Kardurrah, and the adjacent village of Beyduck. It 
was determined to attack the place next morning, and the enemy 
seemed very confident in the strengtli of their position, and resolute to 
defend it. 

The night passed quietly, and our men rose on the morning of the 21st 
October, fresh and ready for action. The Cavalry, with a wing of the 37tli 
and 2 six-pounders were sent against the eastern front of the enemy’s 
position, while the main body of Infantry with the nine-pbundcr’ find 
mortar batteries took the road to Bcyduck, beyond which was said to be 
a position attainable by guns, and from which Kardurrah might be can- 
nonaded. They had not moved a mile when villagers came to say, that 
the whole of the enemy had taken to flight, and that the village of Kar- 
durrah was without an inhabitant. The advanced guard leaving its 
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guns, went forward to destroy the village, and the remainder of the 
troops returned to camp.^ * 

On examining the position which the enemy (800 or 1000 in number) 
had not ventured to defend, it became immediately apparent that jiheir 
want of courage had spared us the loss of probably one-half of our men, 
to say nothing of the possibility of an unqualihed defeat : the difficulties 
presented by the ground to^ an enem}^ assaying the village, cannot be 
adequately described; vineyards and gardens forming a succession of 
terraces, one above the other, on the steep hill side, garden walls 
without numl^^r, and trees of all sorts, closely planted, were obstacles to 
be surmounted ere the village itself could be attained; and the village 
wasjof considerable extent, containing about 800 flat roofed houses, the 
streets so narrow that only one horseman could j)ass through tlic best of 
them, and only two or three lanes giving entrance from beyond tlie walls 
of tlie place, which was built on a steep ascent, house rising above house 
like J series of irregular steq^s. Had the enemy defended this ground 
with resolution, it was the opinion of some officers that it wqjild have 
been scarcely ])ossible for us to have carried the village. The road proved 
to be, impracticable for guns, and that one could have given but little 
fisbistarcc to the assailants from any position which it could have attain- 
ed in the course of the morning. 

I'he village liaving been partially destroyed, and the vineyards relieved 
of an immense quantity of beautiful grapes, the force marched on the 
•J’Jd October, and encamped on an oj)en plain between Ak Serai and 
Kambagh. 

From this date, for an entire week, little of any importance occurred, 
but on the 29th of October, the campaign was brought to a crisis by 
an action which, though it must be remembered as displaying the gal- 
lantry of certain Britisli officers in the most brilliant colours, and as con- 
stituting the last blow which Dost Mahomed struck in his feeble endea- 
vour to regain his throne, will likewise disfigure the annals of British 
warfare, as recording the cowardice of a regiment of cavalry at a 
moment the most anxious and critical. Although the despatches de- 
tailing this affair are, in conformity with the plan of this volume, given 
below, .the history of an action so remarkable as that which took place 
at Purwan Durrah, will scarcely be complete without the details furnish- 
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cd in the following newspaper account sent from Charekar, and pub- 
lished at the timc'I 

“ On the morning of t;he 29th ultimo, an express arrived from 
Lieutenant Maule, cominanding the corps of “ Kohistaiiees,** requesting 
a party of regular Infantry, as all his Kohistances were preparing to 
stait for Dost Mahomed’s camp. Lieut. Lang was instantly despatched 
with a company of the 27th Regt. to garrison the small fort, where 
Incut. Manic was, and who is still there. At noon of the 29th, 
the whole force, under Major General Sir R. Sale, marched to a fort 
called ‘ Bhag-alum.’ Here intelligence was received that the Dost had 
left Nijrow, and come down into the Kohistan Valley. On the 30th 
and 31st, the force halted, and a strong reconnoitring pa>'ty, accomj)a- 
nied by Capt. Sanders and Lieut. Broadfoot of Engineers, moved out 
to survey the countrj'. On the 1st instant, all marched to JVIeer Mus- 
jidee fort. Here intelligence reached them of the Dost having mhved 
to Purwan Durrah, a small valley, through which runs a clear rapid 
stream, and several small forts scattered amongst the orchards. It 
was now determine^ to march on Purwan Durrah the following morn- 
ing, and the troops were directed to move as follows : 

“ The advance guard, consisting of four companies of H. M. 13th light 
Infantry, under Major Kershaw, two six-pounder guns under Lieut. 
Warburton, the two flank companies of the 37th Regt. N. L and 
one company of the 27th Regt. N. 1. under Lieut. Rind of the 37th 
Regt ; the two Squadrons of the 2nd Light Cavalry and the Shah s 
2nd Horse, the whole being under the command of Lieut. -Colonel 
Salter. The remainder of the force followed in rear. 

“ About day-break the advance guard moved ott’, and one of our corres- 
j)ondents says, sucli a country as w'c traversed, 1 shall not forget in 
a hurry ; the morning was a heavenly one, and the whole country, 
adorned as it is with yellow foliage, with a bright autumn sun shining 
on its face, aj)peared as it were a shining mass of gold — but our road 
was difficult in the extreme ; immense canals, ravines, deep water cuts 
and every possible obstacle that could present itself to our Army. Wc 
reached the (jliorbund river between 8 and 9 a. m. ; here we had consi- 
derable difficulty in crossing the guns. ’J’his surmounted, wc ascended 
the high land under the Hills, and finding a fort occupied, and which 
had commenced firing on us, we formed into line and moved in this 
position a short distance, when the ^ river issuing through the Pur- 
wan Pass, obliged us to re-form column. By this time, t/iC villagers 
were flocking towards us calling loudly for mercy, and intreating 
us to move on quickly, and save their property from the hands of Dost 
Mahomed’s Army, which was plundering them, and preparing to de- 
camp. Our Cavalry advanced, crossed the river, and ascended the 
hank on the opposite side ; Doctor Lord and Lieut. Broadfoot accom- 
panied them. After considerable difficulty we crossed the guns,* which 
again stuck on the opj)ositc bank, which was exceedingly steep. On 
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our Ctivalry reaching the top of the opposite bank. Dost Mahomed 
Khnn, and an Army of some 4000 Horse and Foot, we«e seen breaking 
cover from the town and forts, and making the best of their way to 
some heights on the right, which lay at the^ base of a high mountain. 
The scene now became most exciting. Dr. Lord proposed moving 
on the Cavalry, and taking up a position on the enemy’s flank ;*hi3 
request was acceded to, and Captain Anderson’s Horse were ordered 
round to the left, to present the enemy turning our flank. The guns 
were now got up, and had joined the front part of the advance. We then 
moved on, and orders were sent to recall the'Cavalry ; before however 
the order reached, the enemy had began descending on them. Captain 
Fraser, who commanded the Regiment, gave front, and ordered the 
men to draw sw ords and advance to the charge. I’he 1st troop waver- 
ed, and the men began to fall back by eights and tens. The enemy 
were now close on them, and the Officers so completely occupied with 
tlie dliemy, who were moving on them at a slow and determined pace, 
never anticipating being left to tight the Host’s army themselves, 
merely called out * Come on ! Charge ! Come on !’ Will it be believed, 
that the men, led as they were in this gallant, this noble maimer, 
by sush officers as the 2nd are blessed with, went i/irees about., and 
cut like a flock of sheep, ffom a force far inferior to them in num- 
bers ? The 2nd trooj) did stand better, but they never advanced, and 
the left squadron, though not the first to run, never attempted, nor made 
the slightest effort to supjiort their gfdlant commanders, who they 
saw &tirro\indcd and engaged hand to hand wdth the enemy. The 
Affghan Cavalry were now fairly in our ranks cutting and slashing in all 
directions. Dost Mahomed led his men down the hill — was seen 
to take off his Loongee from his head, and stand calling out to his brave 
followers — “ In tlie name of God and the Prophet, tight ; drive those 
Feringcc Kaffirs out of the country, or I am a gone man.” The Cavalry 
were now seen coming towards the column in full retreat, as hard 
as the horses could lay legs to the ground, loose horses flying in all 
directions, and the Host’s Cavalry jmrguing them. Captain Fraser 
arrived on his horse, covered with blood ; he had received a deep cut 
down his back, and his right hand hanging to a bit of skin, detailed the * 
disaster in a firm and collected manner, and was then taken to the rear. 
Caj)taiii Ponsonby was brought in, he had received a ball through 
his left arm, the top of his left thumb cut off, and a very severe sabre 
cut across the face — cutting his right cheek bone, dividing his nose and 
extending across the left cheek. His sword, (a superb Prosser, made to 
order for Captain Fraser,) nearly cut in two, and hacked considerably. 
The enemy had cut his reins, which rendered his horse quite un- 
manageable ; and one blow which was aimed at his loins, cut his 
jacket and the cantle of his saddle. His charger was shot through 
the neck, and both ears taken off. Nearly all the killed and wound- 
ed, inckiding the three Officers, were left on the field. Till within 
a tew minutes of Captain Fraser’s arrival, we were congratulating 



134 


DISGllACEFUL C^NDIJCT OP THE CAVAiRY. 


ourselves on the pluck of the enemy coming down ; and seeing aU 
the charging ami' flashing of sabres, concluded that our Cavalry had it 
all their own way. But, alas, the enemy’s high red banner seen flying 
in our ranks, soon opened pur eyes to expect another tale. ITie advanced 
guard now formed into line, and our guns were drawn up in posi- 
tion to receive the enemy ; but they passed in front of us at too great a 
distance, even for our guns to touch. After some delay, the General or- 
dered two companies of the 37th and the Civ’^alry to move round to 
the right, and search fo^r the missing officers ; and directed two of 
Abbott’s guns under Lieut. liawcs, and* the tliree companies under 
liieut. Rind, to move to the left and attack the enemy, who were 
accumulating on a rocky hill on the flank. J^oth detachments moved 
olF, Lieutenant Dawes opened fire on the enemy with Kiost admirable 
precision. ^ The high red Standard of the enemy was now carried up 
and planted on the t(3p of the liill ; this the General thought rather 
too much of a good thing, and sent orders tr> Lieut. Hind to ‘move 
up with his detachment and take the hill from the enemy. The com- 
panies moved off* covered by the guns. The ascent was near to being 
impracticable, and- they were exposed to a heavy fire ; but fortunately 
most of the shot passed over their heads, and in a short time the compa- 
nies were up and in possession of one di the ugliest looking places 
I ever saw in my life. A grenadier of the 37th was saved by his 
breast {hate. A havildar and three men were wounded. After driving 
off’ the enemy and holding the hill for half an hour, the companies were 
withdrawn. Lieut.-Colonel Salter returned with the bodies of his late 
Adjutant and Dr. Lord — the former without its head ; both bodies 
were naked, and much cut. Lieutenant Broadfoot’s was not found till 
night, when it lias brought in, also with a head. 

“ The troops were now withdrawn, camp pitched, and wc retired 
to rest, all fully accoutred, with the full prospect of having a precious 
warm night’s work. 

“ Day-break came without a shot being fired from our side. The 
enemy had decamped, and were said to have gone in the direction of 
Charekar. 

' The Bugle sounded to arms — ^and orders were given to strike camp 
and march. We reached this by half past 1 p. m. well tired and fati- 
gued. 

“ Dost Mahomed was only seen in the early part of the morning ; 
he wore a large white turban and light coloured dress ; and was always 
attended by a sky-blue Banner. ^ 

“ 'I'he Aflfghans, though exceedingly fine men, were badly mounted ; 
had our Cavalry cliarged, without any exertion on the men’s part, 
they must have overthrown them. The two wounded Officers testify 
to having left their mark on several Sirdars. All the enemy who came 
down were well dressed, and appeared to carry with them the air of 
chieftains. The loss sustained by the enemy is not known ; • ours is 
pretty considerable.” 
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Rdract of Division Orders by Major General Sir Rohkmt Sale, K, C. B. 
Commanding the “ Kohmlan* Field Force, Camp, Charekar, Zd Novem~ 
her, 1840. * 

1st — 'll he Major General Commanding the Field Force congratulates 
the IVoops under his command on the complete dispersion of the enemy 
yesterday, and which h£^^ been confirmed by reports received this day of 
the disi)ersion, and retreat of Dost Mahomed Klian into “ Nijrow.'’ 

2d — The Major General remarked \Jith mlich pleasure the handsome 
manner and spirited style in which the two flank companies of the 37th 
Regiment, one company of the 27th Regiment N. I. some Jaun Bauzes 
supported Ijy J:wo Guns under Lieutenant Dawes, the whole under 
the command of Lieutenant Rind of the 37th Regiment N. I. carried 
<md cleared the heights in front of the “ Purwan Pass.” 

" 'd — Major General Sir Robert Sale cannot help expressing his 
uTiqualified approbation of the gallant manner in which Captains Fraser, 
Poiisonby, and the Oflicers of the 2d Light Cavalry led their Squadrons 
against the enemy, and he dce[)ly regrets that such gallantry on the pait 
of tl'cir Oflicers was not aj)preciated by the troops under their com- 
nuin-i^ • 

“ 4th — The Major General has to deplore on this melancholy occasion 
the loss of three (3) valuable Officers, Doctor I^ord, Political* Agent ; 
lieutenant Crispin 2d Light Cavalry, and Lieut. Brojidfoot of Flnginecrs, 
as al.si* the services of Captains Fraser and Ponsonby of the 2d Light 
Cavalry, who, he regrets to say, have been severely wounded.” 

Hamilton Wadk, Al. B. 


Another letter from the late scene of action says : — 

“ When Captain Ponsonby ’s reins were cut, his horse became quite 
uiiniaiiagcable, and galloped off after the flying troops ; a ravine was in* 
the way, and the horse being unable to clear it, tumbled into it and 
tlirew the Captain ; Mr. Bolton, the riding master, who hai)pened to be 
coming up in rear, he being one of the abandoned left to fight for him- 
self, l)y some chance followed Captain Ponsonby 's track, and observed 
his <i*flicer jfist in time to save his horse jumping on him. Mr. Bolton 
succeeded in laying hold of Captain P.'s charger, tied the cut reins 
together, helped his officer up, and brought him into camp. 

“ Mr. McDermot, the Veterinary Surgeon, had also a most providen- 
tial escape ; an Affghan cut at him, missed his aim, but knocked 
the little Vet., off his horse. The small man on finding himself in this 
mess, took to his scrapers, and fortunately overtook the Farrier- Major, 
on the back of whose saddle he mounted, and reached the column 
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ill safety. Captain Ponsonby states, that he owes his life to his charger, 
a fine large powjrful Ghuznce horse ; the beast on being surrounded 
became very violent, and lashed out behind m such a manner as pre- 
cluded the possibility of a/iy horse coming near his heels. He kicked 
tliree of the Aflfghans over, horses and all. 

“ The excuse the Cavalry make for not fighting is, that they object to 
tUe English sabres ; tliis is not the first instance of the kind.” 


The following is the official account of the action ; — 

To Major General Sir Willougiiiiy Cottox, G. C. B. and K. C. H. 

SfC. S(C. SfC., Cabal. 

“ Sir, — Having received intelligence that Dost Mahomed Khan, with 
a number of armed followers, had taken possession of some forts iiv tliis 
direction, from which he proposed moving to-day towards the Ghore- 
bund Pass, with the view of etfecting a junction with his son Maho- 
med Afzul Khan,€ I determined on endeavouring to frustrate the at- 
tempt. 

“ Accordingly at 6 a. m. I broke up my' Camp at Bamian, the fprt of 
Mcer Musjidee, and moved on this position. 

** An 'advanced column, consisting of four companies of H. M. 13th 
light infantry, the two Hank companies of the 37th N. I., one eomi)fniy 
of the 2 7 til N. I., two 6-pounders of the Shah’s, two s(iuadrons*-()f the 
2d light cavalry, and 200 of Anderson’s horse, the whole under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant Colonel Salter, preceded the main body which was 
commanded by myself. 

“ On ajiproaching Purwan, the forts and villages were rapidly eva- 
cuated by the enemy, who were seen flying to the hills in great num- 
bers ; I cannot compute them at lower than 500 horse and 3500 foot ; 
the native reports received swell their numbers to a much higher 
amount. 

“ Dr. Lord, who accompanied Col. Salter to procure information, sent 
word that he believed if the cavalry proceeded in advance, they would be 
able to cut olF some of the fugitives, and in compliance with his request, 
the 2d Cavalry were ordered to skirt the hill to the right, while the 
Shah’s horse, under Captain Anderson, took post on the left of the Pass 
to prevent any of the enemy attempting to escape in the direction of 
Ghorbund. llie infantry followed, but their movements V;erc gK^atly 
retarded by the guns, the progress of which was much impeded by the 
numerous water- courses that intersected the road. 

The 2d cavalry had preceded the column about a mile, when a body 
of the enemy’s horse, about 200 in number, supposed to be headed by 
Dost Mahomed in person, came down the hill to attack them. The 
caval’-y was formed into a line, and led on to the charge by Captains 
Fraser and Ponsonby, commanding the two squadrons. It is my pain- 
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iul duty to record, thiit the gallant bearing of these officers was but ill 
seconded by their men ; they both found themselves inithc midst of the 
enemy unsupported by Iheir troops, and after being most severely 
wounded, extricated themselves with difficulty ^and found their men flying 
before the f^nemy. I deeply regret to state that Lieutenant Crispin, the 
Adjutant ot the regiment, was cut down and killed, leading his men into 
action ; Dr. Lord was also most unfortunately killed in this affair, and 
Lieut. Broadfoot, of the Jingliieers, who was also in advance, is missing. 

“ Of the gallantry of Captain Fraser ^and the other officers of the 2d 
cavalry, who led the squadrons of the regiment on the occasion, I can- 
not speak too highly, and I regret that their noble example, and the op- 
j)ortunity offered to the 2nd Cavalry of adding to its laurels, have been 
thus neglected d>y them. 

“ The flank companies of the 37 th Regiment and one company of the 
27tfi Regiment, supported by two guns from Captain Abbott's Battery, 
and i llowcd by some of the Jaun Bazes, now ascended the hill overlook- 
ing the Pass and Valley of Purwan, which was crowded by the enemy’s 
Infantry, and cleared it in Ijrilliant style, the enemy deserting their 
[lositioiis one after the other, and flying in the dire^ion of the Punj- 
yallcy, where tlicy still cover the hill side in great numbers. 

'Phti enemy, however, ai^ at too great a distance to admit of my 
following up the advantages I have obtained this evening ; the whole of 
the troops having been under arms for nine hours ; I have t/iereforc 
enramped on the ground, taking every precaution to guard against a 
niglit tfttack. 

“ 1 beg to enclose the accompanying casualty return, from which you 
will perceive, that excepting the serious disaster sustained in the affair 
of tlie 2d Cavalry, but little loss has resulted from the day’s operations. 

Camp Purwan, '2d Nov. 1840. 1 have, &c. 

R, Salk, Major Genl. 

Re! urn of Killod, Wounded, and Miasing of a Detachment on field service, 
under the command of Major General Sir Robert Sale, K. C. B., on 
the 2d November 1840, Camp Purwan, 2d November, 1840. 

Engineers. — Missing, 1 Lieutenant.* 2d Light Cavalry, — killed 1, 
Adjutant ;t 1 Subadar, 1 Jemadar, and 2 Sepoys; Wounded, 2 Cap- 
tains ;l 1 Subadar, 1 Havildar, 22 Sepoys, 2 Syces, and 16 Horses. 
Missing, 3 Havildars, 1 Naick, 7 Sepoys, 1 Syce, and 12 Horses. 27th 
Natire Infantry — Wounded, 1 llavildar. 37th Native Infantry — 
Wounded 3 Sepoys.” R. Salk, Major General, 

Comdg. Fd. Force, Kohistan. 

“ I beg to recommend that Dr. Thompson of the 2d Cavalry, be 
sent out to take charge of the wounded of that Regiment.” 

• Lieutuiiunt Broadfoot. t Cornet and Adjutant Crispin killed, 

t Captam.s J'’rascr and Poiisonby severely wounded. 

T 
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On the day following this action, and a few hours after the Envoy 
had received official intimation of its results, the unfortunate Ex- Ameer 
rode to Cabul, and most unexpectedly delivered himself up a prisoner. 
I’he occurrence was described in a letter from Sir W. Muenaghten, to 
Lord Auckland, the Governor General. 


“ I have the honour to acquaint you, for the information of the Right 
Hon’ble the Governor Greneral in Council, that Dost Mahomed Khan, 
the ex-chief, surrendered himself to me yesterday evening. 

“ I was returning from my evening ride, and within a few yards of 
my own residence in the citadel, when a single liorfeman galloped 
up to me, and having satisfied himself that I was the Envoy and 
Minister, told me that Dost Mahomed Khan was arrived, and sought 
my protection. 

" Dost Mahomed Khan rode up to me, and alighted from his horse. 
After the usual salutations, I begged him to mount again, and we pro- 
ceeded together /o my residence, in the compound of which I have 
pitched a tent for the ex- chief, and have provided him with every thing 
necessary to his comfort. He assured mli that he had not bcenpfF his 
horse for twenty-four hours, yet, he shewed but little symptom of fatigue, 
and hik self-possession was very remarkable. He put his sword into 
my hand as a token of submission, but 1 at once returned it to liim, and 
he seemed gratified for this mark of confidence. He asked me about his 
family, and, at liis own suggestion, and in my presence, he wrote letters 
to his son Mahomed Afzul and to his two other sons, whose escape 
from Glmznee was recently reported, desiring them to come in immedi- 
ately, as he himself had confided in my protection, and been honorably 
received. 

Dost Mahomed Khan must have come into Cabul direct from the 
field of battle, without the knowledge of any of his adherents in the 
field. 

“ I have to lament the loss of my assistant Mr. P. B. Lord, who was 
■ unfortunately killed in this affair. His Lordship in Council is too well 
acquainted with the zeal and abilities of the deceased officer to require 
any eulogium from me.” 

Immediately after Dost Mahomed's surrender, it was resolved to send 
him to India with his sons, under the care of Captain P. Nicolson Gf the 
Shah's Cavalry, assigning to him a handsome pension, and leaving his 
place of residence to be arranged by the Governor General in Council. 
The troops were recalled from the Kohistan, with the exception of a 
detachment of Goorkhas left at Chareekar ; and as a Brigade was on its 
way to Cabul, (escorting a convoy), through the Punjab, it was now 
judg(‘d advisable to send back the Euro])ean Regiment with Dost Ma- 
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homed, and two Companies of the 27th Native Infantry, (which had 
previously come to Cabul^ with a convoy of stores,) as*an escort to Sir 
Willoughby Cotton, whose command had expired. Major General 
Elphinstoii'* succeeded Sir Willoughby Cotton in the AfFghanistan com- 
mand, and H. M. 44th Regiment, under Colonel Shelton, replaced the 
Bengal Europeans. The 2d Regt. of liight Cavalry was struck out of 
the Army List, as a punishment for the jpoltroonery of the troops in the 
hour of trial, and the dtistards were dispersed \rith ignominy. A new 
corps, denominated the 11th, was raised to supply the place of the 2d, 
and to preserv'* to the gallant surviving officers of the latter corps, tlic 
advantages derivable from their position, in the service. 

The surrender of Dost Mahomed would, it was supposed, have con- 
duced to the final settlement of Alfghanistan. The disaffected, it was 
imagined, had lost their rallying point, and nothin^J remained but to 
place .a sufficient force in Ulie neighbourhood of the Ghilzies, — who, 
under any circumstances maintained a sort of wild independence, — and 
to put the hill tribes upon ample allowances, to ensure a permanent and 
trancjuU occupation of the country. There can be little doubt that this 
jiolicy ca ried out, in tlie fullest and most liberal sense, would have given 
to Shah Soojah n much larger tenure of his authority, even if it did not 
ensure a life-possession of the throne with succession to his progeny. 
But a sufficiency of troops was not retained, nor was good faith kept 
with the mountaineers who forsook their wonted lawless pursuits for a 
stipulated consideration. The sequel exhibits the consequences of too 
much confidence in Shah Soojah's hold upon the affections of his sub- 
jects, while unawed by the presence of a large army, and vigilant 
political agents ; and too strong an assurance of the impunity of dis- 
honesty. 

Two year^ had now elapsed since the British forces marched from 
Ferozepore, to carry out the purposes of the Proclamation of 1st October 
1838. During that interval, Runjeet Sing, and his successor, Kurruck 
Sing, had died. The heir apparent, Nao Nehal Sing had been killed by 
the fall of the archway of a gate under which he was passing, wffiile 
formings part of the funeral procession after the death of Kurruck Sing ; 
and Shere Sing, another son of Runject’s, was now contesting the pos- 
session of the throne wdth the widow of Nao Nehal Sing, wlu) pretended 
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that she was enceinte at the time of her husband’s demise. The com- 
motion in the Punjab arising out of this contest, led the Government of 
India to assemble a considerable force upon the SutledgC’, to act as cir- 
cumstances might render necessary, either as a support to the party 
whose succession was of the most importance to British interests, 
to guard against frontier aggressions, or to kee^p open the communica- 
tion with Affghanistan. A ^very iPpw weeks, however, sufficed to settle the 
question in favour of Shere Sing, whose supremacy was assured by the 
adhesion of the disciplined portion of the army, and the support of 
Dhyan Sing, the Minister. The force which was assemk^ed at Feroze- 
pore, was therefore counter-ordered. 

It has probably been remarked in the dispatches of the latest dates, in 
the foregoing pages, that the titles and rank of many of the Officers 
named, differ from those borne by them at the commencement of the 
campaign. It is *due to them, and to the Government which they 
served, to take the occasion of this division** of the four years* histpry to 
mention, that honors and distinctions had been freely, if not lavishly, 
bestowed upon all who had distinguished themselves, cither by political 
services, or military skill and gallantry. Lord Auckland was himself 
created an Earl, Mr. Macnaghten a Baronet, Sir John Keane, as already 
stated, was raised to the Peerage ; Captain Burncs was Knighted, and 
jiermittcd to hold the rank of Lieut.-Coloncl in Affghanistan ; Lieut. 
Colonel Wade was likewise Knighted ; Brigadier Sale was created a 
Major General, and honored with the decoration of a Knight Commander 
of the Bath ; Lieut. Col. Thackwell was Knighted ; a large Queen*s Brevet 
advanced many Majors to the rank of Lieut.-Coloncl, and numerous 
Captains to the rank of Major in the Army, while Companionships of 
the Bath, and the different classes of the Dooranee order were distri- 
buted to all who had been foremost in the race for distinction. 

The political and commercial consequences of the two ycaij'^* campaign 
were in the highest degree satisfactory. The Nepaulese drew in their 
horns ; conspiracies in the Deccan and the Southern Mahratta country 
were discovered and crushed. The Burmese withdrew all manifestations 
of hostility. The Persians totally abandoned their design upon Herat 
and y'.ffghanistan, and the Khivans yielded readily to our representations 
of the importance of conceding the demands of Russia. Large quantities 
of British Indian produce and manufactures, to the value of thirty-eight 
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lacs of rupees, found their way into AfFghanistan by the Indus and the 
Punjaub, and there appeared to be every reasonable pfospect of a con- 
siderable extension of the trade ulider increased protection and security 
of transit. 


I'he opening of the year 1841 found Affghanistan tranquil, with the 
exception of the province of.Zemindwaiir, wjierc the Ghilzies, under a 
chieftain named IJctar Khan, were still in a state of insurrection. To 
disperse these rebels, a small detachment was sent under Captain Far- 
rington of the liengnl Army, whose success in executing the task confid- 
ed to him is described below : — 

To Captain Polwiikle, 

Major of Brigade, Candahar. 

Sir, — ** I have the honor to report as follows for*the information of 
Mehy; General Nott, Commanding. 

“ Vou are already awarc*that the detachment under my command 
reached Koosh-Kina-Kood on the 28th ultimo, where we halted on the 
following day, to enable Lieut. Elliot to complete his arrangements. On the 
inorning of the 30th, we moved on Sungboor, 1 6 miles in the direction 
of Sactwaii Killah, where the force under Mahomed Allum Khan had 
Ix'cn completely worsted the evening before by the rebels, his guns 
taken from him, etc. etc. I’he unfortunate defeat had been the means 
of enabling the rebel chief to gain many adherents, and his force from 
all accounts was beginning to assume a formidable appearance. It was 
therefore deemed advisable to make our movements as rajndly and se- 
cretly as possible. For this purpose, the detachment moved on Girisk 
on the morning of the 31st, distant 25 miles, crossing the river 
Hellmond. The rebels imagining wc vrere moving on their position at 
Saerwan Killah, had arranged to make a chupawah on the Girisk fort, 
and had crossed the river for that purpose. 

“ On tlie 1st January we continued our march to Karecgha, 22 miles, 
and by so doing, the rebels, uncertain of our actual position, were in a 
manner outwitted ; for at one time they thought there was another force 
in their rear. On the 2d, a halt was indispensable, to refresh men and 
cattle, but Ric information received having led us to suppose that the 
enemy were in our vicinity, a reconnoitring party, consisting of Guddo 
Khan's horse, and some of the 1st Cavalry, with Lieutenants Patterson 
and Hawkins, H. A. proceeded in the direction of Lundie Nowah. This 
party proved to be of the most essential service, for it was ascertained 
by* them, that the enemy had actually taken up a position near the 
village v)f that name. 

“ Accordingly, on the morning of the 3rd, the force moved soon after 
sun-rise, and about 10 a. M.nrcached the heights, in front of the village 
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of Lundie Nowah, where the rebels had taken up a strong position 
amongst Sand Hills, with a canal along their rear : Guddo Khan’s Re- 
sallah with Lieutenant Patterson, having succeeded in driving in their 
advance posts, gave time fpr the guns, under Lieut. Hawkins, support- 
ed lyy the 2nd Rcgt. N. L, to get into position. A well-directed fire of 
shrapnel and grape having been opened on the rebels, amounting to 12 
or 1500 horse and foot, were prevented crossing the rest of the heights 
behind which they were ensconced. ITie Infantry followed up the ad- 
vantage thus gained by th^e ArtJUcry, and pndcr a heavy fire of match- 
locks, drove the enemy completely from their position. The rebels had 
been drawn up in four divisions, two of which attempted to turn our 
left, but unsuccessfully, the Cavalry having charged and defeated their 
object in that quarter. Ry this time the flight was pretli;' general, and 
the party g/ the 1st Cavalry with Guddo Khan’s Rcsallah, pursued 
and completed the route. One Standard \ras taken. The killed and 
wounded on our side are as annexed. That of the enemy amounte’d to 
sixty left dead on the field, amongst which a Chief, Fuegbolah Alizza. 
The \rounded were proportionally great, but as the enemy carried them 
all away, their numbers cannot be estimated correctly. Having refresh- 
ed my men at Lundie Nowah by half an hour’s halt, the detachment 
continued its march on Shornek, the stronghold of the rebel chieftain, 
where tlje guns lost by Mahomed Allum Khan were recaptured, 

" I also beg to mention, that since Lieut. Elliot, the Political Agent, 
first joined me at Koosh-Kina-Kood, 1 have found his information with 
regard to the country and the movements of the rebels to hav6 been 
most accurate, and his arrangements for the supplies and forage of the 
troops most admirable. 

** In conclusion, where all have done their duty, it would be invidious 
to name individuals : but from the circumstances of Guddo Khan’s 
Resallah not being a component part of tlic regular force, I may be ex- 
cused in bringing to the notice of the Major-General, the conspicuous 
gallantry of the leader and his men ; liis loss has been most severe, as 
you will see from the return. 

“I have the honor to enclose an extract of detachment orders on the 
occasion for the Major-General’s information.” I have, &c. 

H. W. Farrington, Ca/jt. 

Comg. Detach, on Field Service. 


Extract of Detachment Orders hy Capt, Farrington, Commanding, Camp 
Sharack, 3rd January, 1841. 

“ The Commanding Officer has to congratulate the troops under his 
command ujion the short and decisive victory gained by them this 
morning, over the rebel troops under Auctar Khan, and returns kis best 
thanks to all. both officers and men, for the cool and gallant conduct 
they evinced. 



OPERATIONS IN ZE*INUWAUR. 

I 

To Lieut. Hawkins, commanding the Artillery, the Commanding 
Officer’s best thanks are due for the quick and able m^ner in which he 
brought his guns into acJ;ion. 

The Comitianding Officer also begs that Lieut. Maclean, 2nd Regt. 
N. L, will accept his best thanks for the able and judicious manner in 
whicli he moved and disposed of the regiment, for the time unde/ his 
command.” 

T. F. Patterson, Lieut. 

Detachment Staff. 


Return of Killed, Wounded, and Missing of the Detachment, commatided 

by Ca/i/tt/Az Farrington on the ^rd instant, at Loodenamow, Camp 

Shahrac, 4 A Jan. 1841. 

21, Regt. N. 1. — One liieut. and one Sepoy severely, and one Lieut, 
and two Sepoys slightly wounded. 

H. Arty. S. F. — One Horse killed and one severely wounded. 

Ressalah 1st Regt. Light. Cav. — One Havildar ai\d one Horse killed ; 
thr e. Sepoys and three I lorscs severely, and five Sepoys and one Horse 
slightly wounded. * 

Rcssala Affghan Horse. — ^Two Sepoys and four Horses killed ; ^even 
Horses severely, and one Sepoy and five Horses slightly wounefijd. 

This, for a short time, checked the spirft of rebellion, but did not 
efrcctually crush it. 

In Scinde, Mr. Ross Bell, the Political Agent, and Colonel Stacy, 
continued to exert themselves to bring the Brahocs to terms, while 
Capt. Lewis Brown employed his influence with the Murrees to recon- 
cile them to the new order of things. Their efforts were tolerably 
successful. It was not found so easy, however, to induce the Kujjuk 
tribe to recognise their obligation to the Government. They refused to 
pay the previous year’s tribute, and shutting themselves up in the fort 
of Sebee, about 40 miles N. E. of Dadur, bid defiance to the Political 
Agent. Upon this. Major General Brookes sent a detachment under 
Col? WilsoR of the Bombay Cavalry to coerce them. The detachment 
consisted of a wing from the 2d Bombay Cavalry, one from the 2d 
Grenadiers, one from the 20th N. I., a troop of European Artillery, and 
the whole of Lieutenant Curtis’ Irregular Horse. Colonel Wilson imme- 
diately attacked the fort, but, after three hours’ and a half most des- 
perate fighting was obliged to retreat. Lieutenant Creed of the 
Artillery, and Lieutenant Falconer of the 2nd Grenadier Guards, were 
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killed. Colonel Wilson, commanding, was shot through both thighs, 
and Lieut. Shav' of the Commissariat, severely wounded. Nine non- 
commissioned officers and men killed, iuid forty wounded. General 
lirookes, immediately on receiving this very unfortunate intelligence, mov- 
ed up from Bagh with tlie 40th Queen's and all the disposable force ; 
but on arrival he found the place evacuated, though every thing was 
left behind in confusion. It appears that there was much mismanage- 
ment in the attack. The ^troops were most injudiciously marched into 
the body of a town without any 2 )recautions taken to gain possession of 
each successive house, to right and left, as it was neared, and conse- 
quently then loss was enormous ; for the enemy abstained from all de- 
monstrations of their presence, until our troops were (so to speak) well 
into the middle of the town ; and then they poured into them a fire so 
steady, and so galling — a fire too, directed chiefly against the British 
officers, that numh^irs of our gallant fellows were mown down without 
the power of resistance — without even peeing the enemy. Cbloael 
Wilson soon after died of his wounds. The loss of the enemy was 
ascertained to be 200 men, among whom were some influentud 
chiefs. 

♦ * 

Soon alter this disaster. Major General Brookes moved towards the 

Bolan Pass witli the troops under his orders, to join the force at Quetta. 
Before he had proceeded half the distance, the General with his second in 
command. Brigadier Valiant, (Her Majesty’s 40th Foot,) were recalled, — 
the Government having thought proper to degrade them in this manner 
for their conscientious discharge of their duties as Members of the Com- 
mission for investigating the causes of Major Clibbom's disaster in the 
'Nufoosk Pass. But though the General and the Brigadier were with- 
drawn, the troops of Her Majesty's 40th Rcgt., the 38th Bengal N. L, 
the 25th Bombay N. I., &c. continued their march, and it was during 
the progress of the Battering Train, escorted by a detachment of 
Skinner’s horse, that a serious accident occurred by S:he sudden 
rising of a torrent, of which an account will be found in the Appendix 
No. 3. 

Immediately after the Sebee aifair, rumours became rife throughout 
the country, that the Persians were again gathering on the frontier in 
the neighbourhood of Ghorian, meditating a fresh attack on Herat, and 
these rumours gained color, from the circumstance of Major Todd, the 
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Envoy at Herat, having quitted that city on receiving an unsatisfactory 
reply to his enquiries from Yar Mahomed, the minister of Shah Kamran, 
the occupant* of the Herat guddhee. Whether the Persians were, or‘ 
were not sincere in their hostile purposes, or whether the whole was 
the result of an intrigue, having for its object the expulsion of the Bri- 
tish Envoy, is uncertain ; but it is at all events matter of fact, that emis- 
saries from Herat spread themselves from Cabul to Scindc, encouraging 
revolt, and promising aid. The effect of these insidious efforts was un- 
favorable to the peace of the empire, the more especially, as it was sup- 
jiosed that di|turbances were not altogether disagreeable to Shah Soojah, 
who, it W'as generally alleged, now began to feel the presence of his 
English supporters and allies rather irksome ; still, there was no aj)pcar- 
ance of the existence of a combination amongst the tribes, who had in a 
manner been bro\ight under our sway. The revolts were isolated — at 
one time the country contiguous to the Khyber ’being in arms, — at 
anotlier the south of the Ohilzie country being in a state of hostility. 
To put down the former insurrection. Brigadier Shelton moved out of 
Jcllallabad, the winter head quarters of the Shah iuid the Envoy, and 
his c^iursc of operations is narrated in the annexed dispatches. 


To Major General lili.pii instone, Camp in Affghanistan, on his march to- 
wards^ Cabool via Peshawur, Camp Nazian Valley y 2Ath February, 1841. 


Sir, — “ I have the honor to report to you that at the requisition of the 
Envoy and Minister at the Court of Shah Soojah-ool-Moolkh, for a force 
to coerce a refractory tribe called the Sungho Khell, inhabiting the Na- 
zian Valley, I marched from Jcllalabad on the morning of the 21st in- 
Detachment of Sappers ®tant. with the Troops noted in the margin, in 
and Miners. progress to Beshboolaq. I arrived there on thfc 

Ditto 1 Troop 1st Bri- 23d, and was joined by Captain p'erris’s Corps of 
SdGuMl’*’®® Jazilchees. and the 3d Regiment of. JaunBauz. I 

H. M.’s 44th Regiment left Beshboolaq wdth the force under my com- 
and ‘27th Kegiment N* 1- mand, at 4 o'clock this morning, and entered the 
SoojS*h-oo?-Moo^ Sarobi Pass, leading into the Nazian Valley, soon 

Detachment of Moiin- after day-break, according to the following dis- 
tainTrain. position. Two hundred of the JazilchcoB under 

3d iSr? ■ Hyder Alii, Native Commandant on the left 

1st Corps of Jaun Bauz. flank, to move along the high ground closing 
the Valley on the East side, the remainder of the 
Corps under the command of Captain Ferris on my extreme right, to 
take the enemy on the left flank, two Companies of H. M.'s 44th Regi- 
ment and two Companies of the 27th Ilegt. N. I., supported by two 
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Coinj)anies of the former Corps and one of the latter, with two six- 
jjounders, the former under the command of Caj)t. Scott, and the latter 
of Capt. Swayne, of H. M/s 44th Kegt. to cre-wn and move along the 
heights to the right on the ^est side of the Valley. I myself, with the 
main body, composed of the remaining Companies of H. M.*s 44th un- 
der fdcut. Col. Mackrell, and of the 27th Kegt. N. I. under Lieutenant 
Colonel Palmer, with two guns under Captain Nicholl of the Horse 
Artillery, supported by the 1st Regiment of Jaun B'uiz under Lieut. Gold- 
ing, and a Squadron of Si^ah’s ^d Cavalry under Lieut. Mayne, pro- 
ceeded up the centre of the Valley. Captain Craigie, with the Shah’s 
3d Infantry Regiment, the Mountain Train under Captain Backhouse, 
3d Jaun Bauz Under IJeutenant Dowson. and a numerous body of Ooloos 
or Moolkcahs, made a considerable detour and entered tho valley of the 
ICasterii Pass. 

“ The more fortunate position of Capt. Ferris with his Corps on the 
extreme right brought him in immediate contact with the enemy as they 
were driving off their herds and flocks, and retiring with their women 
and children ; and as these were inclining over to the left side of the 
valley to get out of^his reach, the party of two hundred under Hydcr 
Alii, Native Commandant, very opportunely met them from that .side, 
when most of the cattle fell into our ham^, and several men were killed 
and wounded on both sides ; a party of Jaun Bauz under Lieut. Golding, 
made a successful charge amongst the fugitives and killed several. 

“ The conduct of Captain Ferris and the nicn of his Corps was con- 
s))icuous throughout the day ; they attacked the enemy with great gal- 
lantry, and pursued them with determined bravery over almost inaccessi- 
ble heights, driving tin* enemy before them under a galling fire, as did 
also the parties under (’aptains Scott and Swayne. I much regret that 
Captain Ferris’s Corj)s have suffered some loss. Several Companies of H. 
M.’s 44th Regt. and 27th Regt. N. I. were out during the day on 
skirmishing parties, and on every occasion displayed a conspicuous bra- 
very that ensured success. 

“ A few men held out in two forts, and obliged me to blow open the 
gates, which was effectually accomplished by Lieut. Pigou of the Engi- 
neers, supported by the Light Company of H. M.’s 44th Regt. under 
Capt. Robinson. It is to me a source of deep regret to have to report, 
that the second occasion [)rovcd fatal to Lieut. Pigou, who was blown up 
and killed on the spot, and the body thrown a distance of eighty yards 
by the sudden explosion of the powder bags — the cool intrepidity with 
which he performed this trying duty does credit to his memory ; in<ihim 
the service has lost a talented and promising young Officer. 

The Nazian Valley, which is about eight miles in length, is studded 
with forts from one extremity to the other, some of them are formid- 
able positions. The advance of the Troops was one continued course of 
success, and by one o’clock nearly the whole of this formidable valley 
and aM the forts, too numerous to enumerate, were in our possession. 

Lieut. Colonel Mackrell, commanding H. M.’s 44th Regiment, and 
Lieut. Colonel Palmer, commanding the ‘27th Regiment N. L, are en- 
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litlcd to my best thankis for the steady support they afforded while 
advancing. • 

“I am greatly indebted to my Major of Brigade, Cajitain Grant, and 
to Captain Bcllew, Deputy Assistant Quarter Master General, for the 
zeal and attention they displayed, and the able assistance they ren- 
dered me throughout the day. * 

'' I have to acknowledge the important services of Captain Baton, 
l)cj)uty Assistant Quarter Master General, who accompanied me as 
Field Engineer, and who conducted the right column of attiick under 
Captain Scott, with a skill anti judgment highly creditable to that Officer. 

I am indebted to Captain Douglas, Assistant Adjutant General, who 
volunteered to accompany the column, for his able assistance. 

“Captain l^aldcrson, of the 16th Regiment N. 1., who also volun- 
teered his services, made himself generally useful. 

“ I should not do justice to Captain Hoj)kins, of the Shah's Service, 
(lid •! not notice the zeal (winced by this Ofliccr in volunteering to 
accompany his own Corps, the 27th Regiment N. I., and who did good 
service with the right column of attack. Lieut. Towgood, Officiating 
Sub- Assistant Commissary General, is entitled to %iy best thanks for 
the o'^ccllciit arrangements adopted for the necessary supplies. 

“ 7’he useful inforrnatioif and able assistance afforded by Captain 
Mackeson, Political Agent, greatly facilitated our success. 

“ I have not yet received the returns of casualties, but whidli to the 
Ix'st of my information, amount to abc3ut eight killed and twenty-five 
wonnofed ; the loss on the part of the cncmjr has not been ascertained, 
but it is calculated they must have had from forty to fifty killed and 
wounded. 

“ I propose advancing again to-morrow, wdth a view'' to get possession 
of the southern extremity of the valley.” 

I have the honor, ike, 

.1. SiiKLTOiV, Brigadier, 
Comdg. Force in the Nasian Valley. 


To Major General ELniiNSTONic, C, B., Commanding hi Affghanistan, on^ 
his march towards Cnbool via Peshawar, Camp Nasian Valley, ^Ihth 
February, 1841. 

Sill, — “ I have the honor to report that 1 left my Camp this morning 
at 6 o’clock and proceeded with a part of the force up the Valley 
whi#li compacts into a narrow defile lined with forts, in many parts 
(jonfined to the bed of the Nullah, with precipitous rocky sides : the 
enemy appeared in small numbers on the tops of the liiUs to the right 
and left, but retired as we advanced. After proceeding about three 
miles from the place where I had left the 3d Shah’s Infantry Regiment 
yesterday, we came to an open cultivated space studded with forts, 
apj)arcntly forming the Southern extremity of the Nazian Valley. 
From this point another valley winds round to the South-west, lined 
with forts : and to the left a narrow defile wdth perpendicular sides, 
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the width of the bed of the Nullah leads into an uninhabited valley 
running South-east, in which only one dilapidated tower is visible. 

The absence of all information with regard to the nature of the val- 
ley, its extent or difficulties, tended to render an advance through such 
formidable defiles somewhat appalling. The skill displayed by the 
flaniting parties in surmounting and crowning almost inaccessible heights 
removed every obstacle by thus taking the forts in reverse, and deter- 
ring the enemy from retaining possession from, the certainty of being 
surrounded without hope ^f escape by having their retreat cut off. 

“ The number of forts now in our poss(3ssion amount to eighty-four. 
It is my painful duty to report the death of Captain Douglas, Assis- 
tant Adjutant General; a party of the enemy fired upon us while 
advancing, and unfortunately shot him dead by my f‘^ide. Captain 
Douglas was a talented officer, of much experience, and is a real loss 
to the service. I the more deplore the death of this excellent officer, as 
it was the only casualty that occurred this day. 

“ My present advanced position is about twelve miles from the en- 
trance of the valley. 

" Herewith 1 bq.j to enclose a Return of Killed, Wounded, and Miss- 
ing on the 24th instant.*’ I have, &c., 

J. Shelton, Brigadier. 

^ Commg, the Force in the Nazian Valley. 


Return of Killed and Wounded of the Force under the Command of Bri- 
gadier J. Shelton, in the attack on the Nazian Valley on tlie 2Ath 
Feb. 1841, Camp Nazian Valley, 24M Feb. 1841. 




Killed. 


Wounded. 


Miss- 

ing. 

CuRI’S. 

Lieutenant. 

Pinjabashies. 

Havildars. 

Privates, Sepoys 
and Sowars. 

Horses. 

Pinjabashies. 

Dubashies. 

Naicks. 

Privates, Sepoys 
and Sowars. 

Horses. 

Sepahees. 

Engineers, 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

o! 0 

0 

.,0 

0 

0 

H. M.’s 44th Regiment, 

0 

9 

0 

0 

0 

0^ 0 

0 

1 

0 

•" 0 

3d Inf. Rcgt. H. M. S. S. F. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

o! 0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Jazeelchic Regiment, . . 

0 

0 

1 

6 

0 

oi 0 

2 

18 

0 

5 

1 st Regt. of Jan Baz, . . 

0 

L" 

0 

1 

7 

2| 1 

0 

3 

19 

0 

Total, 

1 

i I) 

1 

7 

7 

2 ! 1 

3 

23 

19 

5 


Name of Officer Killed. — Lieut. Pigou, of Engineers. 

J. Shelton, Brigdr, Comdg. the Force in the Nazian Valley. 
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About six weeks subsequent to this, it wus found necessary to send 
a party against a fort in the neighbourhood of Khelat-^Ghilzie. There 
is no officitil ccynmunication extant descriptive of the attack, but in the 
newspapers of the day it is stated, that “ a force, consisting of Captains 
Macan’s and Griffin’s corps, some of Captain Christie’s cavalry, and a 
few guns, had moved towards Kelat-i-Ghilzie, and Macau on arrival, 
moved at once to capture one of the forts in their neighbourhood. 
Lieutenant Hoppe led on a storming party supported by Captain Macan 
witli another company, and on the arrival of the party at the gate of the 
fort, about 11 o’clock r. m.. Captain Sanders of the Engineers placed the 
bag of powder, and succeeded in blowing down the gate. ^Hoppe then 
rushed forward with his company, but was felled to the earth by a stone 
hurled at him by tlic defenders. Macan and Sanders were more fortu- 
nate, and getting into the fort, aided by Hoppe, who presently recover- 
ed, went to work in first rate style. The chief aifd fifteen men were 
killed', five were wounded, and a few prisoners were captured, the other 
part of the garrison having escaped over the walls. Captain Macan and 
Lieutenant Hoppe were both wounded, sliglitly, but Captain Sanders, 
wc regret to say severely, having carried away three wounds. Macan 
is said to have brought down three, Sanders two men.” 

The continued risings of the Ghilzics requiring the permanent pre- 
sence of troops, it was deemed expedient by the Government to cause a 
strong fortress at Khelat-i-Ghilzie to be placed in such a state of de- 
fence as would admit of its being occupied by a garrison, which could 
keep the surrounding country in check, and effectually resist a siege or 
other attack. This measure was of course extremely distasteful to the 
Ghilzies, who attempted to interrupt the works by surrounding the 
small body of troops. Upon intelligence of this demonstration on the 
part of the Ghilzies reaching Candahar, Colonel Wymer, with 400 of 
the 38th, and the remainder of Christie's horse, commanded by Captain 
Lee’lon, ani four Horse Artillery guns, moved with stores towards the 
fort, but when within two or three marches of their destination, the 
Ghilzies hastened from Khelat-i-Ghilzie, and made for the approaching 
troops. Captain Macan, * eager for the fray,* immediately gave chase 
with a portion of his force, but not coming up with them, nor being 
able to gain any intelligence of their movements, the Captain suspect- 
ing a feint, and that, perhaps, the Ghilzies had returned by another 
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route to surprize the garrison, halted for tlie night. The Ghilzics 
moved on, and doming upon Col. Wymer’s force in the night and in 
camp, they, fully three thousiyid in number, immediately attacked our 
troops, who had formed, in front, rushing down to the bayonets. grhey 
were repulsed, but again and again made the attcmjit in very gallant 
style ; this failing, they tried the flank and turned it, but got well 
drubbed for their pains. They exhibited a most determined spirit, only 
exceeded by the truly loyal and gallant behaxdour of the sepoys, who, 
when solicited by the Ghilzies to give up their charge, under promises of 
reward and protection, replied by discharges of musketrj^. Their bra- 
very repulsed every attack, and at length drove the (xhilizics otf the 
field. Next morning seventy of the enemy were found to have fallen. 
It is impossible to say what the number of wounded may be, as the 
Ghilzies ran every risk in carrying them away ; but it was, no doubt, 
considerable. Coroncl Wymer’s force was too small to pursue them. 
Our disasters were, 38th N. 1„ one Sepoy killed and 10 slightly wounded, 
l^ceson’s horse, 3 killed and 5 wounded. The Artillery a horse or two 
killed. Total 4 killed and 15 wounded. Colonel Wymer's coolness and 
arrangements, when surprized, arc said to have been adrnirabV*, and 
both officers and men behaved as gallantly as the Bengal Infantry usu- 
ally do. 


Subjoined is Colonel Wymer’s own account of the affair, addressed to 
the Assistant Adjutant General at Candahar. 

Kelat-i^Ghilzie, May 31, 1841. 

“ Sir, — I have the honor to report for the information of Major Ge- 
Dctail. ncral Nott, commanding at Candahar, that shortly 
2 guns Horso^Arhllery.^^j. arrival of the detachment under my com- 
Cavalry. mand, as noted per margin, at Eclmcc on the 19th 

4 companies 38th Upgi- instant, information was brought me that a large 
21™men^* Sappers anil Gilzie rebels were in motion,with tifie supffosed 

Miners. intention of attacking my detachment, and capturing 

the convoy under my charge, and a few hours after the report, stated 
that they had dispersed. At 5 p. m. my scout again returned with intel- 
ligence, that the whole of the rebel force, headed by the Gooroo and 
Sultan Khan, Gilzie chiefs, were in full march for the purpose of attack- 
ing my detachment, which was also confirmed by the return of Captain 
Leeson, wh(^ had gone with a large reconnoitring party. Orders were 
immediately given for the troops to gel under arms, and I proceeded to 
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select the most favorable spot for a position to receive the enemy, a 
short time prior to which some low hills in the distaiioe were observed 
through telescopes to be covered with troops, both horse and foot, dis- 
tant about thrde miles. I immediately placed the detachment in the 
chosen position, and then awaited the arrival of the enemy, it being 
quite out of my power, from the small party of troops and magnitude 
of the convoy, for me to act otherwise than on the defensive. 

“About half-past five m. the enemy were observed to form and ad- 
vance to the attack in one dense mass — jvhen^about nine hundred yards 
distant, the two six-pounders opened upon them with beautiful precision 
and effect, on which the enemy separated into three distinct columns, 
and advanced in the most cool and deliberate' manner, with the evident 
intention of making a simultaneous attack upon both my flanks and 
centre, which was met with the greatest coolness and gallantry by the 
small detachment, in which they were assisted by a small party of liorse 
undcff /uddoo Khan, who had taken up a position on a slight eminence 
for the protection of my left. The enemy were permitted to approach 
to within a very short distance, when a cool and destructive tire was 
poured into them from the infantry line, which, after ^omc continuance, 
caus(‘d, their trooj)s, from the right and centre, to unite with those on 
their V^ft, resting upon and* limiting the steep banks of tlie Turnuck 
river. This caused a corresponding change in my position to be necessary, 
which, although under a galling fire, was effected with the great&t stea- 
diness, in proof of which f may state, that during the execution of the 
movement, the left of the 38th was attacked in the most determii|e} 
manner by a large body of infantry armed with drawn swords, who 
seeing our men in motion, must have thought they were retreating, and 
uttering a loud shout rushed in upon them, and the rapidity with which 
the men reformed and repulsed the attack, elicited my warmest appro- 
bation. 

“ From this time the combined efforts of the enemy were directed to 
all points until about 10 v. m., without their gaining one single advan- 
tage, (to which time from the commencement of the attack, an incessant 
fire was thrown in upon my detachment,) when they were finally and 
completely dispersed. 

“ On the commencement of the attack, the enemy were said to num- 
ber 2590 horse and foot, and during the engagement, they w'crc joined 
by two strong reinforcements when, from the information I subsequently 
gained, the numbers cannot be estimated at less than five thousand men. 

“^he lolfe on the part of the enemy must have been very consider- 
able, and sixty-four bodies and six or seven horses were left dead on the 
field ; and I have every reason to suppose, that from the time of their 
retreat till a little before day-break they were employed in removing 
their killed and wounded, who did not fall in the immediate vicinity of 
my position. I am led to this conclusion, from tlic circumstance of 
numerous moving lights having been seen throughout the night, and 
also from the reports of the inhabitants of the country. On being re- 
pulsed, the enemy withdrew to the left bank of the Turnuck, and moved 
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off about day-break on the morning of the 3()tli, since wliich I have hcen 
unable to gain a*iy information relative to their movements, except that 
it is currently reported that they have all dispersed. 

I cannot omit to mei^ion the ready obedience yielded by the wing 
of the 38th, when ordered to cease firing at a time when they were ex- 
posed to a heavy fire, a measure which was rendered temporarily necessa- 
ry : after the order was given, not a shot was heard until again ordered 
to commence, thus affording the most convincing proof of their steadi- 
ness and attention to the pomn^nds of their officers. 

“ I have much pleasure in expressing my entire approbation of the 
conduct of the European and Native commissioned, non-commissioned 
officers and men of the detachment, and in order that you may be in full 
possession of my sentiments on this point, I beg to subje^n an extract of 
an order which I deemed it proper to issue on the subject. — 

“ ‘ It now becomes the most agreeable part of Lieutenant Colonel 
Wymcr*s duty to express in detachment orders the very high sense he 
entertains of the gallantry of the different European officers he had the 
honor to command in the unequal contest of yesterday — and to request 
their acceptance of his best and most cordial thanks for the support they 
so willingly yielded him on the occasion above referred to. Toq mucli 
cannot be said of the scientific and destructive manner in which the 
iirtillery practice was conducted by Lieutenant Hawkins commanding, 
irhich created awful havock in the ranks of the enemy, to the admira- 
tidh of the troops present. » 

“ ‘ U’he broken nature of the ground on which the action took place, 
was too unfavourable to admit of any extensive display of cavalry move- 
ments ; they had however one opportunity of charging the enemy, which 
charge was perfectly successful, and prevented any renewal of the attack 
in that quarter. One lumdred and fifty of the cavalry also were dis- 
tributed about the camp, and their good conduct drew forth the praise 
of the officers under whose command they were placed, and all that 
could be done by that branch of the service, was most ably executed by 
Captain Leeson in command, assisted by Lieutenant Moorcroft of the 
’Madras Army, who volunteered his services. To Captain Leeson great 
praise is due for the expert manner in which the arduous duty of patrol- 
ing the hills, right and left of the road, from the period of the convoy’s 
marcliing from Candahar was conducted. 

" * To Captain Scott, in immediate command of the wing of the 38th 
llegimcnt, Lieut. Colonel Wymer feels much indebted for %he vaUablc 
assistance he received from him, and for wdiich he thus publicly tenders 
his unfeigned thanks, and the same are not less due to Lieutenants 
Pocklington, 1 ytler, and Farquharson, for the very attentive manner in 
which they conducted the duties of the posts assigned to their charge, 
each of which had its due effect in repelling the furious and repeated 
charges of the enemy for a period of nearly four hours. # 

“ ‘ To Lieut. Waterfield, Acting Adjutant to the regiment. Lieutenant 
Colonel Wymer also feels himself much indebted for the various aids 
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afforded by him. and the expeditious manner in which the sudden calls 
for reinforcements were so readily obeyed. • 

“ ‘ Lieutenant Jeremiey Staff Officer to the detachment, has, during this 
affair, proved bf the greatest use to the lieutenant Colonel from his 
knowledge of the Persian language, and the duties pertaining to his 
office. jJoctor Jacob’s professional skill and attention to the wounded 
in hospital on both sides, need no encomiums from the commanding 
officer’s pen ; they hav^ been all that he could wish. 

“ ‘ lb the whole of the commissioi^d, n^n-commissioned, European 
and Native officers arid solaiers. Lieutenant Colonel Wymer offers his 
most sincere praise and thanks, for the great exertions manifested by 
them in this trying contest.’ ” 

I have, &c. 

G. P. Wymkr, Liej^t. Col. 

In charge of Detachment. 


The next proof on record that the disaffection in*the neighbourhood 
of flelmund had not be^n suppressed, is furnished in the following 
General Order by the Supreme Government, and the dispatch which it 
publishes 

“ l^kitification. Fort William, Secret Department, the dth August, 
1841. — ^'llie' Right Honorable the Governor General of India in Coun- 
cil has much pleasure in publishing for general information, the follow- 
ing copy of a dispatch, reporting the signal defeat of a large body of 
insurgents, by a detachment of His Majesty Shah Shooja-ool-Moolk, 
serving under llritish Officers, and His Lordship in Council is glad to ex- 
press his approbation of the conduct of Captain Woodburn, commanding 
the Detachment, and cordially concurs with him in his praise of the 
Officers and Men, by whom, under circumstances of difficulty, he was 
gallantly supported. 

By order of the Right Honorable the Governor General in Council, ’ 
T. H. Maddock, Secy, to the Govt, of India'* 

“ Camp Girishk, 5th July, 1841. 

Sir, — " Conformably with the instructions conveyed in Captain Rip- 
ley ’a (Fort%\.djutant) letter to my address, under date the 27th ultimo, 
1 have the honor to report for the* information of Major General Nott, 
commanding, the operations of the detachment under my command 
since leaving Candahar. 

“ On reaching Kaash-kee-na-kood on the morning of the Ist instant, 
the Assistant Political Agent with my detachment (Lieut. Pattenson) 
intimat^sd to me that he had received information of Ukhtar Khan being 
still before Girishk with a body of 3,000 men, but thought it probable he 
would move in the direction of Sharuck, on learning the near approach 
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of my detachment. 1 therefore determined to march next morning to 
Sungboor, instead of proceeding by the usual route to Girishk, in order 
rthat I might be nearer the enemy in case they should move up the river, 
and still be able to reach the ford opposite Girishk by the" same number 
of marches. 

“ On arrival at Sungboor, on the morning of the 2nd instant, I was 
informed by Lieut. Pattenson, that Ukhtar Khan had not left Girishk, and 
that from every account received, he was determiried to meet my detach- 
ment before the place, and oppose my crossing the Helmund. I con- 
sequently marched at 8 o'clock in the evening, anil reached the ford op- 
posite Girishk a little before day-break on the 3rd instant, when Taeut. 
Pattenson (who preceded the detachment) acquainted me that all the 
fords were in possession of the enemy, and that the one rt which I had 
halted was not practicable for either cavalry or infantry, but that at 
Sumboolee, about three miles further up the river, cavalry could cross, 
and that the infantry ford was a mile further down. I accordidgly 
directed Captain Hart to ford at Sumboolee with the 2nd Regt. of 
Janbaz, and to move down upon the enemy while I was crossing the 
remainder of the detachment at the ford described by the Assistant Poli- 
tical Agent, as only * knee deep.' In July 183.9, I had frequently 
crossed the river at this ford, and had therefore no reason to doubt the 
accuracy ^pf Lieut. Pattenson's information, but on reaching the place, 
was greatly disappointed to find that, owing to the depth and rapidity 
of the current, the ford was totally imprqpticable. 

** From the high grounds at this place, I could distinctly see the rebel 
force drawn up on the opposite bank, about half a mile from the river ; 
the Infantry were formed on the open plain, and appeared to number 
3000, but the gardens near the fort were swarming with men, who com- 
menced moving out on my detachment coming in sight. I now dis- 
covered that Captain Hart had crossed the river, and was moving down 
the right bank in excellent order, agreeably to the instructions I had 
given him ; and finding that it was impossible for me to cross the river 
at any of the fords below, I was apprehensive that he might be surpris- 
ed by the enemy, and be hard pressed before he could regain the ford at 
which he had crossed. Fortunately, however, he observed that I had 
not been able to effect a passage, and immediately returned to the left 
bank of the river at Sumboolee, where 1 joined him at8 a. m., and found 
that the rebels had moved up to the ford, and taken up their position 
on the opposite bank, but as my men were suffering from extreme heat, 
and the long march during the night, I contented myself by giving them 
a few rounds of round shot, which caused them to move off to some 
gardens and villages two miles further up, when I immediately pitched 
my camp close to and fronting the ford, determining to suspend further 
operations till the afternoon, as the ford was not practicable for Infantry, 
and at the same time I crowned the hills which ran in my rear (from 
the village of Sumboolee for about a mile up the river) with horsemen, 
to watch the rebels, and bring instant intelligence of any movement that 
might take j)lace. 
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About 4 ^ p. M., a stir was perceptible in the rebel camp, and they 
seemed preparing for a move. I accordingly struck mine, and detached 
Lieut. Golding with hi% Janbaz regt. to watch their movements and 
oppose their c*rossing the river, should such prove to be their object. 
About 6 o’clock 1 received intelligence from*this officer, that the enemy 
had succeeded in crossing the ford (some three miles distant fronl my 
position) before he could reach itv and were moving down in large 
bodies. I immediately; changed my front, and took ground a little to 
the left, which I considered the l)est ^ositi^n attainable under all cir- 
cumstances. The guns wer^ placed between the 4th and 5th companies 
of the 5th Infantry, and the two Janbaz regts. were formed on cither 
flank, and 200 Suwars were posted in rear to protect the baggage and 
watch the neighbouring ford, in case any portion of the enemy should 
attempt a passage by it also : in this order 1 remained until I could 
discover their point of attack, which was soon unmasked by^a large body 
of ^ifiintry moving towards my left, when I forthwith changed position 
of the light comj)any of the 5tli Infantry, throwing back Lieut. Golding’s 
Janbaz regt., and forward the guns and remaining companies of the 5tli 
Regt. with Captain Halt’s Janbaz corps thrown ba<jk at a right angle 
with ^thc Grenadier company of the 5th Regt. to protect the right of 
the I'psition. • 

“ I’lie attack on the left was made with great boldness, but was re- 
pulsed by the well-directed fire from the guns and the tlircc cfimpanies 
on their left. Failing in this, the enemy moved off towards the riglit, 
but wre again met by a most destructive fire from the guns and the 
five companies of infantry on their right. 

“ Large bodies of horse and foot were now seen crowding along the 
heights to the right of the infantry, and shortly after they moved clown 
on Capt. Hart’s Janbaz corps, forcing it back on the baggage in the 
rear, and a portion of them even succeeded in getting close up to the 
rear of the three companies of the 5th Infantry on the left of the guns, 
but were driven back by Lieutenant Clark’s facing the rear rank of these 
companies to the right about and firing a volley. The Janbaz regi- 
ments having now got into confusion, notwithstanding the utmost ex- 
ertions of their officers, and the rear being still threatened, I moved 
liack one of the guns with the Grenadier company of the 5th Regiment 
to protect it, which was scarcely effected before they were beset by 
large bodies of horse and foot crowding in on the rear, and who were 
not driven back and dispersed until three rounds of grape and a volley 
fro«i the Chrenadiers had been delivered, at less than 50 paces distant. 

“ I then ordered Captain Hart and Lieutenant Golding to move out 
with their Janbaz corps, and scour the country to the right, which they 
most ably performed, though in justice to these officers I am compelled 
to add, but feebly supported by a large portion of their men, who lag- 
ged behind, crowded in upon the baggage and rear of the infantry, and 
could aot be induced by any means to behave as soldiers, in following 
their officers. 
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** Under these circumstances, 1 determined to occupy the whole of a 
melon bed enclosure in which a portion of the 5th Infantry was posted, 
and to get as much of the baggage within it possible. This arrange- 
ment was soon perfected, and the infantry being secured behind a low 
wall, which ran round this enclosure, were able, in comparative safety, 
to repel any fresh attack that might be made, of which there were 
sever^, but in every instance, steadily repulsed by the hre from the 
artillery and infantry. 

“At 11 o’clock the heigjits were again crowded with bodies of horse 
and footi and it was now obvious tliat the rebels were moving oif, 
though they kept up a desultory and useless fire upon the position for 
hours after, apparently with the object of distracting our attention, and 
enabling them to carry off their dead, w'hich they did until nearly day- 
break on the morning of the 4th instant. 

“ At sunfise on the 4th instant I detached Lieutenant Golding to as- 
certain the direction in which the enemy had gone, and he reported on 
his return, that they were posted in considerable strength about two 
miles up the river, but it was soon ascertained that they had re-forded 
it, and in a few li^urs after, information was received of their having 
reached Hydrabad en route to Zemindawur, when 1 made immediate 
arrangements for crossing the grain (carried upon asses) upon camels, 
and at 3 o’clock p. m. commenced fording the detachment and baggage, 
an operation which lasted nearly seven hours, notwithstanding the aid 
received from the Janbaz regiments by carrying the infantry across on 
their horses. The detachment reached Girishk this morning at two 
o’clock, and encamped on the high ground to the west of the fort. 

“ In both a military and political point of view, it would be of the 
greatest importance to follow up, and disperse the rebels ; but with 
reference to their numbers, and the notoriously disaffected state of the 
country, 1 do not consider that 1 should be justified in moving after 
them, with a weak regiment of infantry, two guns, and with cavalry, in 
which every confidence cannot be placed. However, if the Major General 
is of opinion that a small increase of cavalry and infantry to my detach- 
ment will suffice, no time shall be lost by me in pursuing the rebels, and 
engaging them in Zemindawur. 

“ All accounts agree in computing the force of the enemy to have 
amounted to 6000, of which two-thirds were infantry, and from infor- 
mation yesterday received, they had upwards of 300 killed, and the 
villages up the river are stated to be filled with wounded men. 

“ It is a pleasing duty for me to bring to the Major Geiiel'al’s notice, 
the excellent conduct of the European officers of the detachment, as I am 
much indebted to them for the coolness and energy they displayed in 
executing my orders and wishes. 

Captain Hart and Lieutenant Golding repeatedly charged the enemy 
successfully during the night, with such portion of their men as could 
be induced to follow them ; and I only regret that their noble example 
should have been so partially seconded — the former officer was wounded 
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on the head and right wiist, but will, I trust, be inconvenienced 
therefrom, only for a few days. • 

“ Lieutenant Cooper deserves my best acknowledgments for the rapi- 
dity and admirable manner in which he brought his guns to play upon 
the enemv ; and I had frequent opportunity of noticing the precision of 
his practice. His guns are nevei;i4Q difficulty, and he manages to move 
with less assistance from infantry than most officers I have met with. 

“ Lieutenant Ross cegnmanded the 5th Infantry on the night of the 
3rd instant, and displayed both courage and ability in the trying situa- 
tions in which he was frequently placed, and the order in which he kept 
the men was extremely creditable to him. 

“ Lieutenant Clark commanded the three left companies of the 5th 
Regiment, and* exhibited much coolness in repulsing the frequent at- 
tacks made both on front and rear of his position. 

“ From Mr. Assistant Surgeon Colquhoun, I also derivc& much as- 
sist ice during the action, in a variety of ways, and Ids activity and 
zeal could not have been exceeded. 

“ Lieut. Pattenson, Assistant Political Agent, volunteered his services, 
and throughout the night was most active in conveying such orders as 
cirrnnjstances required, and was consequently of much assistance to me. 
I r(‘ ,r£t to state that this officer, while walking over the field towards 
morning, was suddenly attacked by one of the wounded of the enemy, 
and severely stabbed in the right side. At first the wound was consi- 
dered mortal, but 1 am happy to say, that he has since been declared 
out of ^danger. 

“ It is also my duty to bring most prominently to the Major General's 
notice, the admirable conduct of the Artillery and 5th Infantry through- 
out the night of the 3d instant, and to state my conviction, that no 
troops could have displayed greater coolness and bravery than they did 
on every occasion. They moved from one position to another, not only 
without confusion, but with nearly as much precision and regularity, as 
if they had been going through an ordinary parade. 

‘‘ Three standards were captured from the enemy, one by Captain 
Hart’s men, another by Lieut. Golding’s, and the third by the three 
companies of the 5th Infantry under Lieut. Clark. 

“ I have the honor to annex hereto, a list of killed and wounded, and 
in conclusion to state, that I shall be careful to keep the Major General 
fully acquainted with all my operations.” 

I have, &c. 

J. WooDBURN, Captain, 
Comg, Field Detachment on the Helmund. 

To Captain Polwhele, Major of Brigade, Candahar. 
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Return of Casualties in a Detachment under the Command of (Captain 
WooDiJUKN, engaged in a night attack on the bank of the Jfelmund by 
Ukhtar Khan, on the 3rf, of July, 1841. 



• 

Killed. 

Wounded. 


Horse. 

* 

1 » 

Corps. 

1 

Rank and Total. 

Total. 

Captain. 

Sirdars. 

1 

.! 
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II 1 
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Total Killed and 
Winincied. 

Killed. 
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] 

Dtitachment 1st Troop 11 A 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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2 

0 

0 

Detachment 1st Jauii Bauz LI 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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G 

4 

11 

Detachment ‘2d Jauii^Buuz H 

10 

10 

1 

1 

15 17 1 

27 

y 

‘20 

5th Infantry S. S. Force, 

‘2 

2 



3 1 3 1 

5 

u 

0 

Grand Total, 1 

i 

12 

12 1 

1 j ‘20 ' 28 1 40 

13 

31 


J.VVooDBURN, Captain, 
Comg. DetacJiment a hah Soojah'^ J^'orca. 


List of European Officers attached to a Detachment, under the Command 
of Captain Woodbuun. 


No. 

Hunk and Names. | 

1 

1 How employed. 


^ i 

Captains. | 


J 

J. Woodburn, 

Commg* Detachment and 5th Infantry. i 

2 

L. Hart 

Coiiimg. 2d Jauii Bauz. ' \ 


Lieutenants. 


1 

G. L. Cooper, 

Coming. Detachment Horse Aitillery, , 

2 

G. W. G. Guiding 

Ditto ditto Ist Jaun Bauz. 1 

3 

A. H. Ross, 

Actg. Adjt. and ‘2d in command. 

4 

T. Clark 

Actg. Quarter Master. 


1 Assist. Surgeon. 


' 1 

I A. Colqiihoun, 

In Medical Charge of Detachment. 


I 


ilcuiurks. 


Officer Wounded. 

i'a*Uain Hart, ‘2d Jauii Baz Ucgiineiit, slightly. ' 

J. WooPBUUN, Captain, 
('ommg, ^Detachment on Helmund. 
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In the same month (July) intelligence reached Cabul, that the Ze- 
mindars and Sirdars of Charekar had refused to pay 1:he revenue due 
to the Government of Shah Soojah. A corps of Affghan levies under 
Lieut. Maule was sent to coerce them, and appears to have had little 
trouble ill doing so, although an influential chieftain, named Meer 
Musjeedee, was still harboured by the people of Nidjrow, and openly 
threatened to raise the whole of Koh^tan, ^if at any time he should 
hear of the defeat of our troops elsewhere. 

In Scinde, during the month of July, affairs had gone on steadily. 
After a long ^leriod passed in wearisome negociation, Nusseer Khan 
came down from the hills and surrendered to Colonel Sts^py, tempted 
by the pacific overtures made on behalf of the British Government, and 
the hope of being placed on the guddee under British influence, which 
hope was afterwards fulfilled. The death of Mr. Ross Bell, which took 
place ill July, induced the Government to place Major Outram in charge 
of tbr . Political Agency, and* there is no doubt that the judgment and 
energy of that officer contributed to the maintenance of the pface and 
order, which for some time subsequently distinguished the whole of 
Upper tScinde. 

The ii ability of Captain Woodburn to follow up his success in Zemin- 
dawaur with the small force at his command, (as mentioned in his dis- 
patch given above,) induced Major General Nott to dispatch from Can- 
dahar a body of troops, sufficiently large to pursue Ukhtar Khan, and 
effectually to suppress the rebellion headed by that chieftain. 

One of these detachments was placed under the command of Colo- 
nel Chambers of the 5th Bengal Cavalry, and the other under Captain 
tlohn Griffin of the 24th Bengal N. I. They proceeded to different 
parts of the country, but each was soon engaged with the enemy with 
good effect. The dispatches of the respective commandants arc given 
below ; — 

Colonel Cham HERS* Dispatch to Captain Grant. Offg. Asst. Adjt. 

GenL, CabooL 

Camp Karootoo, ^th August, 1841. 

Sir, — For the information of Major General Elphinstone, C. B., 
commanding the Troops in Affghanistan, I liavc the honor to report 
that about 8 o'clock this morning, several shots were heard on the left 
of the valley where our grass-cutters were known to have gone. I im- 
mediately ordered a IVoop to be saddled. 
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“ Soon after one of Captain Walker’s Sowars of the 4th Irregulars 
came to me with a message, that the enemy were coming down the 
Sheea Kotil Pass in force, and that he had only a few men with him. 

Lieut. Bazett’s Troop being by this time ready, it went off to his 
assistance with as many of the 4th Ressallah as could be sent, to hold 
the enemy in check. I followed immediately with five Companies of 
the 16th Regiment N. I. under Lieut. Colonel Maclaren, and another 
Troop of the 5th Light Cavalry. < 

“ On passing the Syceghan Ghaut, I observed a few horse and foot 
in it, and directed Captain Oldfield to halt at a distance, merely to 
watch and hold them in check until our return, but after the column 
had passed, they appear to have increased in numbers and boldness, un- 
til they afforded him an opportunity of charging thev?, of which he 
appears most ably to have availed himself. 

“As my ’column approached the scene of action, we could distinctly 
see Captain Walker and Lieut. Bazett with their j)arties dashing boldly 
over the hills after the enemy, and driving them off in all directions, in 
short leaving nothing for me to do. 

“ 1 regret excecrdingly to state, that Lieut. Bazett is very severely, 
though I hope not dangerously, wounded.” 

I have, &c. ' 

R. E. Chambers, Lieut. Col. 

Commdg. Detachnent, 


Return of Killed and Wounded of the Detachment under the command 
of Lieut. Colonel Chambhrs, bth Light Cavalry, on the morning of the 
^th August 1841. 

Camp Karootoo, 5th August, 1841. 

“ 5th Regiment Light Cavalry. — Killed, 1 Grass-cutter ; Wounded 
severely, one Lieutenant, one Quarter Master Seijcant, four Horses ; 
Ditto, slightly, one Trooper, three Horses. 

“43d Regiment Native Infantry. — ^Wounded, severely, one Havildar ; 
Ditto, slightly, one Sipahec. 

“ 3d RessaJlah 4th Irregular Cavalry, — Killed, one Horse ; Wounded, 
severely, two Sowars, one Grass-cutter, ten Horses; Ditto, slightly, 
one Sowar, one Horse. 

Officers Wounded. 

** Lieutenant Bazett, 5th Light Cavalry, severely. 

“ Captain Walker’s Charger killed under him. 

R. £. Chambers, Lieut. Col . 

Commanding Detachment. 


Captain Griffin’s Dispatch to Captain Polwhele, Major of Brigade, 
Candahar, Camp Khawind, \lth August, 1841. 

Sir. — “ For the information of Major General Nott, Commanding the 
District, 1 have the highest satisfaction in reporting that the combined 
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Rebel Force, lieiided by Akram Khan and Ukhtar Khan, amounting to 
•1 Six Pouiidors. upwards of five thousand Horst* and Foot, was 
bOO Sabres. this* morning totally routed and dispersed by the 

350 Bayonets.* Detachment under my command, as noted in 

the marg’i. 

“2. The loss of the enemy on this occasion is estimated at six hun- 
dred killed and wounded. Sixty prisoners were brought into Camp, and 
among them three Chiefs of note; viz. Khyroollah Khan of Teyna, 
(since dead,) a brother of Lal[o Khan of^Bhagr^n, and Moolah Shurreef 
of Bhagran. 

“3. The accurate information furnished by the Assistant Political 
Age;xt on the afternoon of the 16th, enabled me immediately to comply 
with his requisition for the dispersion of the Rebels, then within ten 
miles of my Camp. ^ 

** 4. At 4 A. M. I broke ground, and at 7 came up with the enemy, 
strof’gly posted in my front, occupying a succession of walled gar- 
dens and small forts, under cover of which they immediately opened a 
fire of juzels and matchlocks, on the advancing columns. 

“5. After a few rounds skilfully delivered by Lieutifnant Cooper, com- 
maTuVpg the Guns, parties were detached from the 2d Bengal Native In- 
fantry, and 1st Regiment Shah Shoojali’s force, to clear and take 
possession of these enclosures ; whilst the 5th Regiment Shah SJioojah's 
force, posted on the extreme left (fianked by a wing of H. M.'s 1st 
Cavalry,) deployed into line, advanced at the double, and drove back a 
body of the enemy’s skirmishers, who were for the most part concealed 
behind v range of broken walls, and whose lire was becoming des- 
tructive. 

"6. At the same time, the enclosures iji front of the column to the 
right were speedily and gallantly carried under a heavy fire of match- 
locks, by two Companies of the 2d Bengal Native Infantry, under 
Lieutenants Cooke and Travers, supported by a party of the 1st Infan- 
try S. S. force under Lieutenant Gardiner, in effecting which, numbers 
of the enemy were shot and bayoneted. 

“7. This object having been accomplished, the whole advanced with 
the view of attacking the main body of the enemy, who were observed* 
“ en masse/* in rear of the gardens ; but before this could be effected, 
they appeared to be getting into confusion, when Captain Hart’s Regi- 
ment of Jaun Bauz Cavalry and the wing of H. M.’s 1st Cavalry, charg- 
ed, broke, and pursued them with fearful vengeance several miles, head- 
ed, fiioreovcl, by His Royal Highness Prince Suftur Jung in person. I 
then permitted Lieutenant Golding with his Jaun Baz Regiment, who 
had been on Rear Guard duty (the baggage being well up tmd in safety) 
to join in the pursuit at the request of this officer, whose men were most 
eager to take a part in the action. 

“ 8. The Jaun Bauz Cavalry have, in my opinion, fully established, on 
this occasion by their behaviour, a reputation for gallantry, and every 
claim to the confidence of His Majesty. 

"9. Our loss has been rather severe, I regret to remark, as will be seen 

Y 
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by the accompanying Return ; particularly in the two companies of the 
2(1 Bengal Native Infantry, who were exposed to a very heavy fire. 

10. It affords me much satisfaction to record the gallantry with 
which the Jan Baz Cavaijry were headed by Captain Hart, afterwards 
ably . supported by Lieutenant Golding, and the judgment displayed 
by the former Officer, in seizing the most favourable opportunity to 
charge and rout the enemy. 

"11. I have a most pleasing duty to perform in bearing testimony to 
the zeal and ability with >^’hich pll the Officers under my command con- 
ducted their respective duties ; and here i must especially notice, that 
Captain Woodburn, though at the time suffering from the effects of se- 
vere illness, and scarcely able, owing to weakness, to sit on horseback, 
exhibited an instance of zealous and honourable devotioixto his military 
duties in leaving his dooley, mounting his horse, and remaining in com- 
mand of the 5th Regiment S. S. force till the close of the action. 

" 12. To Captains McDowell and McLean, and lieutenants Cooperand 
Crawford in command of Corps and Detachments, I am deeply indebted 
for assistance rendered to me ; and a similar expression of thanks is due 
to the other Officers under and associated with them : while I cannot 
omit to particularize the just tribute of praise due to Lieutenant Ross, 
5th Infantry S. S. force. Detachment Staff,' from whom on this, as on all 
other occasions, since assuming Command of this Detachment, I have 
received' much assistance. 

"13. The Medical Staff; viz. Assistant Surgeons Colquhoun and 
Rae, have entitled themselves to the highest commendation foi their 
humane and unceasing attention to the wounded men. 

"14. The steady and excellent conduct of the Native Commissioned, 
European and Native Non-Commissioned Officers and Privates, entitle 
them to my highest praise. 

" 15. A Casualty Roll herewith accompanies, and 

I have, ike, 

John Guiffin, Captain^ 

Commanding a Field Detachment in ZemindawaurJ* 


Return of Casualties in a Field Detachment, under the Command of Cap- 
tain Griffin, H, M. Shah Shoojalis Force, engaged in Action with a 
combined Rebel Force in Zeemeendawur, on the ITth August, 1841. 

"Detachment 1st troop Horse Artillery S. S. F. wounded— I rankvnd 
file, 1 horse killed and 1 wounded — Wing of 1st Cavalry, do. killed 

1 rank and file ; wounded 1 lieutenant, 3 duffadars, dubashies and havil- 
dars, and 14 rank and file, 6 horses killed and 18 wounded — 1st Regiment 
of Jan Bauz, ditto, 3 rank and file killed and wounded, 1 Pinjah bashie, 
4 daffadars, dubashies and havildars, and 9 rank and file, and 15 horses 
W'oundcd— 2d Regiment of Jan Baz, ditto, 1 rank and file killed; wounded 

2 duffadars, dubashies and havildars and 1 1 rank and file, and 9 horses 
killed and 14 wounded — Detachment of 2d Regiment of Bengal Native 
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Infantrj’', killed 7 rank and file ; wounded 1 duiTadar, dubashies and liavil- 
dars, and 29 rank and file— ^st Regiment of Infantry Shah Shoojah s 
Force, wounded 1 duifadar, dubashies and havildars, and 10 rank and 
file — 5th Regiftient of Infantry, ditto, wounded 1 duflfadar, dubashieii» 
and havildars, and 14 rank and file. 

Name of Officer Wounded, 

Lieutenant Crawford, 1st Cavalry, S. S. F. slightly. 

Remarks , — 2 Sowars missing. 

• ^J. GiiiFriN, Captain, 

Commanding Detachment'' 

These two k’ictories produced a very happy effect. The Ghilzie 
power was considered to have been broken by them. U^htar Khan 
fled/o the Hind(jo Khosh, and from thirty to forty chieftains tendered 
their allegiance through Major Leech, the Political Agent at Candahar. 
Nevertheless, it. was deemed necessary by that officer to require, that a 
large force be sent to the Tezeen valley through difiicult Passes, under 
Colonel Wymer of the 38th Regiment Bengal Native Infantry, who was 
afterwards joined by Major General Nott himsdf, on whom the com- 
mand then devolved. 

While matters were thus progressing in^the South of Affghanistan 
towards a settlement of the country, Shah Soojali and the British 
Fnvoy felt so secure that the whole of the North had been brought 
under subjection, that it was broadly given out, that in a few months 
there would be no further occasion for the presence of a British force. 
It is quite true that the people of Charekar had but recently refused 
to pay kist to the Government ; tliat the inhabitants of Cabul and 
Candahar exhibited their antipathy to the Europeans by continual in-, 
suits and occasional murders ; that Shah Soojah was alienating his 
.subjects by his hauteur, his cruel punishments and oppressions ; that 
one of Dost Maliomcd's sons was still in the North; and that not a single 
month had passed, since the occupation of the country, in which it liad 
not been found necessary to employ troops for purposes of vengeance or 
coercion ; all this was perfectly true, yet such was the infatuation of 
the authorities named above ; such their singular insensibility to the real 
posture of affairs, that in one fatal moment they concluded they might 
safely commence a reduction of the sums annually agreed to be paid to 
the Eastern Ghilzics, and other tribes inhabiting the hills between 
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Peshawur and Cabul, for the sake of keeping the Passes open, and 
putting a stop t'o plunder. The resolution having been come to, the 
reduction was immediately carried into effect.* The consequences were, 
as might have been expected, most serious. The mountaineers rose 
as one man — occupied the Passes in great force, and at once cut off 

the communication between Cabul and India.* It is not easy to say 

< 

whether this was the designed precursor of the subsequent blockade of 
Cabul; but there can be little doubt that the Ghilzies, having once com- 
mitted themselves to an earnest opposition, felt the necessity for or- 
ganizing a combination with all the disaffected chieftain^.far and near, a 
combination which ultimately destroyed our power in Affghanistari, and 
led to the most disastrous and horrible results. 

On the intelligence reaching Cabul, that the Khoord Cabul Passes 
were occupied by the enemy. Sir Robert Sale was despatched with an 
adequate force to ilrive them thence, and re-open the communication. It 
proved a severer task than had been anticipated; but the troops accom- 
plished it successfully under their distinguished leader, and the following 
dispatclxes relate the manner of the achievement : — 

From Major General Sir IIobeut Salk, K, C. B, to Captain Guant, 

Offg. Assistant Adjutant General, Cabool, dated Camp Bootkhak, Vlth 

October, 1841 . 

“ Sill, — I have the honor to state to you, for the information of Major 
General Elphinstonc, C. B. that the task of forcing the Pass of Khotxrd 
Cabool, and defeating the rebels posted within it, has this morning 
been accomplished. 

“ After fully weighing the whole of the information brought to me at 
various periods in the course of yesterday, I came to the conclusion, 
‘ that the main body of the insurgents was posted behind a breastwork 
near the middle of the Pass, and that they would defend it, as well as 
the almost inaccessible heights on either flank of it. 

** My plan of attack was therefore arranged as follows : I determined 
to employ two hundred Juyzailchecs, under the well known Sirdar Jan 
Fishiin Khan, to create a diversion by assaulting, in flank ^ind reaf; the 


* For a proof of the indifferonco of the Political Officers to, or their ignorance of, the mustering of 
these Chiefs, the reader is referred to Appendix, No. IV. Capt. Gray’s Narrative. The editor of these 
memorials might also cite the remonstrances of Mohen Lai, Sir A. Burncs’ Moonshce, and Col. A. 
Hoberts, who lost the command of the Shah’s troops, from too freely speaking his n.ind to the 
Envoy. Sir \V. MuNaghten and Sir A. Burnes would not helicve that a mine was beneath them 
ready to explode, 
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precipitous ridge wluch forms the Southern side of the Durra, whilst 
tliG troops under my command entered its gorge, and attacked the 
enemy in front. The fo];pe left camp at 6 a. m. The advanced guard 
consisted of the two guns of Foot Artillery, under lieutenant Da\res, 
two companies of the 13th Light Infantry under Captain Fenwick and 
Lieutenant George King, the flank companies of the 35th Native Infan- 
try under Captain Younghusband, and a detachment of Pioneers under 
Captain Broadfoot, the ^hole being in charge of Captain Seaton, 35th 
regiment Native Infantry. The remainc^r of Jhe 13th and 35th, formed 
our main body. As we approached the insurgents* position, we found 
that all the reports of our spies had been substantially correct, but that 
the enemy were withdrawing from behind their breastwork in the val- 
ley, and occu[)ying the rocky ridges of the mountains on either side. 
They opened upon us a well-directed fire, and at the very commence- 
ment of the affair, I received a wound from a ball above the Ancle, whicii 
ult»»:'ately compelled me to leave the field. Whilst I remained on it, 
however, I directed two companies of the 1 3th, and one of the 35th to 
ascend the precipices on either hand in face of the enemy, and 1 must in 
justice to them mention the gallantry, activity, andi perseverance with 
which this duty was performed, and the enemy driven by our skir- 
mish <ts from point to point nsf eminences almost perpendicular. When 
compelled to retire, 1 resigned the command into the hands of Lieute- 
nant Colonel Dennie, C. B., and have the pleasure to forward h& report, 
detailing the further progress and completion of the affair. 

“ I ibeg to add, that whilst I remained at the head of the Force, the 
conduct of both Officers and men afforded me the highest satisfaction, 
and 1 am greatly pleased with the spirited and judicious munner in 
which Lieutenant Colonel Dennie brought the matter to a close. 

“ The exertions of my Brigade Major, Captain Wade, and of Captain 
Havelock, and Lieut. Airey, of Major General Elphinstone*s personal 
Staff, who attached themselves to me as Volunteers on this service, de- 
mand my am}ilest acknowledgments. The last mentioned of these 
Officers had a horse shot under him. I beg to forward the casualty 
return of the 13th : that of the Artillery, Sappers, and 35th N. 1. shall 
follow. ■ 

** A memorandum of the Ammunition expended, is also annexed. 1 
am thankful for the promised reinforcement of two Guns; and if the 
37th Rcgt. N. I. can also be promptly sent out, it will relieve the 
Troops from a part of very harassing out-post duty, in an exposed 
plidu, in tife vicinity of mountains. 

P. S. — I ought not to have forgotten to mention, that Captain Bel- 
lew. Assistant Quarter Master General, who had previously, under Gene- 
ral Elphinstone s instn4ltions, reconnoitred the Passes occupied by the 
enemy, accompanied me during my march from Cabool, and ably 
siided me, until the moment of my being wounded, upon which he 
continned to render valuable assistance to Lieut. Col. Dennie. 'lo 
Brevet Captain Trevor, 3d Light Cavalry, politically employed on this 
occasion, I was indebted for the information obtained at Bootkhak , 
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Upon it ray plan of attack was based, and it proved correct in every 
I)articular; and the was personally active and conspicuous throughout 
the engagement.” 

< 

From Lieut. Col. W. H. Dknnik, C. B., Commanding \Zth Light Infan- 
try, to Major General Sir li. H. Sale, K. C. B. Commanding, 

dated Camp Bootkhak, \2th Oct. 1841. 

I 

“ Sir, — I beg, on my rcjiturn Jo camp, to report the details of the pro- 
gress and completion of the affair with the’ rebels, in the Khoord Cabool 
Pass, begun in so spirited a manner under your ])crsonal command this 
morning. 

“ On receiving over charge of the troops, in conscipience of your 
wound compelling you to leave the valley, 1 pursued your plan of ope- 
rations by ‘pressing the enemy as much as the nature of the ground 
would admit on both Hanks, and rapidly moving on the main column 
and guns, with the intention of dislodging them from their breastwork, 
if still occupied, but this the insurgents had evacuated, though they 
ventured to dispute the possession of the i^recipitous heights, and to 
direct a well-aimed fire against our main force. Disconcerted,, how- 
ever, by the bold manner in which they w\3rc met by our skirmishers, 
as they scaled the mountain sides, and by the steady progress of the 
advance*, they gradually abandoned their first position, and retired to 
the highest ridges and pinnacles of the Durra. 

** I had resolved from the first not to allow any lateral opposition to 
divert me from the main purpose of clearing the Valley, and a little 
after 7 a. m., I had the satisfaction of reaching the southern gorge of 
the Pass, and establishing there the 35th N. I. and the Guns, in an ex- 
cellent post, constituted by the walls of a strong and capacious, though 
deserted, fort. By this time our skirmishers had every where got 
possession of the heights, and the AfFghan Force under Jan Fishuii 
Khan, had also crowned the mountains, and displayed their banners on 
its summit. 

“You are aware, that it was part of your original plan, that the 13th 
Light Infantry should return to their encampment at Bootkhak — as 
the columns marched back, the enemy again shewed themselves on se- 
veral points of the defile, and opened a fire, and some loss was sustained 
in repelling these attacks, and in withdrawing our fiaiiking parties. 

“ The Troops finally arrived at Bootkhak about 2 p. m., a good deal 
harrassed by the exertions of the morning. You wilt sec by tfiie Returns 
that the Casualties have not been few, which arose from the great ad- 
vantage afforded by the ground to an enemy trained to mountain war- 
fare. 

“ Permit me to add the expression of my admiration* of tlic fearless 
manner in which the men of the 13th, chiefiy young Soldiers, ascended 
heights nearly perpendicular, under the sharp fire of the insurgents. 
The Sepoys of the 35th rivalled and equalled them in steadiness, acti- 
vity, and intrepidity. I am happy to say. that no loss whatever of the 
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Baggage of the Native Infantry was sustained in traversing this valley 
of jdunderers. • 

'' I have not yet received the Casualty Return of the 35th Regiment 
Native Infantry, but have reason to believe, Jthat it is in amount about 
equal to *^hat of the 13th, and am informed they have one Officer, 
Captain Younghusband, severely wounded.” 

Return of Killed, W mnded and Missing of the Force under the Com- 
mand of Major General Sir R. H. Sale, K. C. B., in forcing the Pass 
of Khoord Cabool, on the Pith October, 1841. 



Killed. 1 


Wounded. 

. J 


Regiments. 

Privates and 
Sepoys. 

Captains. 

Subalterns. 

i 

rt > 
6i rS 

i” 

Corporals iSi 
Naicks. 

Privates and 
Sepoys. 

Rank and Names of Officers 
wounded. 

*2d Company 6lh Bat- 
ii Artillery, .. 

U 

1 

0 

0 

! 

u 

! ] 

General Stojff'. 

Major General Sir R. Sale, K. 

H. .M J3th Light 
Inl'antry, 

: 


2 

‘-i 

! 

0 

1 

i IG 

C. B. Commanding, severely. 
Capt. Wade, Major of Brigade, 

.S5th Regiment N. I., 

'1 1 

1 1 

U 

1 0 

1 

' 8 

slightly. • 

Light Infantry, 

Sappers and Miners, 

•2 

I d 

0^ 

0 

0 

, 2 

« 

i 

1 

t 




1 {Lieut. Mein, severely. 

jKiisign Oakes, slightly. 

1 1 Regiment AT. /. 

!Capt. Younghusband, severely. 

Total, 

! 0 

i J 

2 

2 

1 

27 i 

\ 


H. Wade, Captain^ Major of Brigade. 


From Major General Sir R. H. Sale, K. C. B. Commanding 1.'?^ Bri- 
gade of British Troops serving in Afghanistan, to Captain Grant, 

Cabool, Camp in the Valley near Teezeen, October ‘23d, 1841. 

Sir, — I beg to acquaint you for the information of Major General* 
Elphinstone, C, B., that the force united under my command, consisting 
of the 1st Brigade of Infantry, No 6, Light Field Battery, the Mountain 
Train, the Corps of Sappers and Miners, a squadron of the 5th 
Light Cavalry, and a rcssallah of the Shah^s 2d Cavalry, marched from 
KhiJord C^^ool towards Teezeen yesterday morning. Lieutenant 
Colonel Monteath, 35th, commanded the advance guard. Lieutenant 
Colonel Dennie, 13th, the main column, and Captain Oldfield, 5th Light 
Cavalry, the rear guard, in each of which troops of the several arms 
were appointed according to the best of my judgment. The force felt 
its way cautiously through the defiles of the Huft Kotul, occupying 
with skirmishers the hills on either flank, and leaving parties for the 
protection of our baggage and rear on selected points. Nothing was 
seen of the enemy until the advance and main body had halted in the 
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valley of Tcezecn. From this low ground, another vale stretches out 
towards the south-east, and on the sides and summits of the mountains 
which enclose the latter, were posted in every quarter bodies of the in- 
surgents, whilst another pertion of their force, consisting of foot, led on 
by sirdars on horseback and their mounted followers, shewed a determi- 
nation to dispute with us the possession of a conical hill, which parti- 
ally closes the entrance of the branching valley, and barred our approach 
to Moohummud Ufzal’s fort, a large work backed by gardens, which 
the rebels still garrisoned. From this eminence, the advance guard 
under Colonel Monteath drove them by a combined attack, and I then 
directed the 13th Light Infantry, and a portion of Capt. Abbott’s battery 
to advance under Lieutenant Colonel Dennie, and assault the fort itself. 
The insurgents, however, abandoned it after directing froift*it a feeble fire. 

“ I immediately determined to establish in it a depot for my sick and 
wounded, and to take it as a point of support for ulterior operations, 
and an appui to my Camp, to be fixed under its walls ; but as the enimy 
continued to occupy in force a nearly circular range of heights, and 
even boldly to skirmish in a lower part of the valley, it became neces- 
sary to drive them from such segments of the mountain as would, if 
remaining in tlieir hands, have given the power to command our posi- 
tion, and lire upon the troops with advantage at night. This led to a 
siiccessipn of skirmishes which were maintained with great coolness and 
spirit by several Companies of the 13th and one of the 35th, aided by 
the Guns of Captain Abbott’s Battery and the Mountain Train, ami 
supported by the Cavalry. ITie combat was prolonged until aftef dusk, 
and the ammunition of one of the Companies of the 13th having been 
expended, it was compelled temporarily to retire, and a very promising 
Officer, Lieutenant Edward King, was killed at its head. A supply of 
cartridges and a reinforcement were promptly sent up, and the affair 
ended by the rebels being pushed off every part of the steep mountains 
which we designed to retain. The Returns will shew, that our loss has 
been slight, and I have no doubt that the enemy suffered severely from 
the fire of our skirmishers and the shot of our batteries. The force 
^bivouacked in position without an attempt being made upon our line. 
Morning shewed us the heights every where deserted by the rebels, and 
if a negociation which they have opened in very humble terms, should 
not end in their entire submission, I purpose to attack their principal 
fort to-morrow. 

I regret to have to add, that though every precaution was adopted 
for the security of our line of communication, a large intervsfl was coat- 
ed between our main body and rear guard, by the circumstance of the 
latter having to await at Khoord Cabool, the arrival of carriage from the 
capital for part of the public baggage. A light armed enemy, well 
acquainted with the country, did not fail to take advantage of this, and 
I fear that some ammunition and valuable stores have fallen into their 
hands. I beg to forward the report of Captain Oldfield, detailiiig every 
occurrence whilst he commanded the rear guard, also the Returns of 
killed and wounded, and of ammunition expended. 
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Return of tlie Killed^ Wounded, and Missing of the *Force under the 
Command of Major General Sir R. H. Sale, K. C. B, in the 
attack on M Enemy's position in the Valjey of Teezeen, on the 22(/ 
October 1841. 


Killed. 


Wounded. 


It cgiiucnls. 

• 

• 

1 Lieutenants, 
j Privates and 

1 Sepoys. 

1 Horses. 

s 

(d 

c 

S 

J 

Sergeants & 
Hdvildars. 
Corporals" 
and Naicks 

0. *3 

U 

24 Company Gth Bat- 

1 


~ 




talion Artillerv, . . 

o; 0 

o: 0 

1 

0 

0 

Squill' 111, 5th Light 

1 






Cavalry, . . . . 

o| 0 

11 0 

0 

0 

1 1 

11. M.’s 13th Light 

( 






Infantry 

1| 3 

0 

1 

(» 

1 

# 

SappiTs and l^incrs, 

o' 1 

0 

1 

0 

0 


Moiinlaiii Train, 

0 0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

'vital, .... 

1 1 

1 


1 

I 

15 


I ii.'itik and Names of Odi- 
{.‘u'cers Killed and Wounded. 


o I s 

US 


Ij 0! 
o' oi 


] 1 


Killed - Lt.*lfidvv. Kiiijf, 
11. M.’s l.'ltli Lt. Inly. 
IV (t;t tided — i c u t. Frere, 
11. M.’s l.StU Lt. inly., 
slifjhtly. 

Wounded— \A. Orr, Sap- 
peiS and Miiieis, severely. 


% 

II. Wadk, Captain, Major of Hr iyude. 


From Major General Sir U. II. Sale, K. C. B., Commanding the Is/ 
Brigade of British Troops serving in Ajfghanistan, to Captain Grant, 
Officiating Assistant Adjutant General, Cabool. Dated Camp Jug~ 
dulluk, October 28/4 1841. 

“ Sir, — I have the honor to acquaint you, for the information of Major 
General Eljihinstonc, C. 13,, that the Force under my Command, reach- 
ed this place to-day : last night passed over without the slightest insult * 
to our outposts at Kuttah Sung, but during the morning's march wc 
descried small parties at a distance on both flanks, especially near the 
outlet of the Puree Durree, which afterwards united in a combined at- 
tack on our rear guard. Our loss been small, and the enemy was 
evei^ where* baffled, and held in check by the fire from our Guns and 
Skirmishers. Owing, however, to the jaded state of our camels, it be- 
came necessary to destroy a good deal of Camp Equipage to prevent its 
falling into the rebels’ hands. 

“ The daily repetition of these attacks has given rise to suspicions of 
the sincerity of the Chiefs in the mind of the Political Assistant, in 
which X am compelled to participate, though I shall be hai)py to find 
that thrar submission at Teezeen was made in good faith, and that these 
petty hostilities are the acts of men not under their control.*’ 
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From Major General Sir U. H, Sale, K. C. Commanding the \sl 
Brigade of British Troops set'ving in AffghanisiaiXy to Captain 
( I RANT, Offg. Assistai^t Adjutant General, Cahoot. Dated Camp 
Gundamuk, 30/A October, 1841. 

Sill, — Yesterduy tlic Force under my command was again engaged 
with the Insurgents of tliese mountains, and the affair was the sharpest 
which have had since penetrating the Pass of Khoord Cabool. I 
experienced little molestation in my Camp at Jugdulluk, but observed, 
towards sunset and by moonlight, evident indications of the enemy 
which had attacked our rear guard earlier in the day, being in the act of 
moving oiF over the hills, with a view of concentrati^'g between my 
force and Sookhab. ^lajor- General Elphinstone is acriuainted with the 
localities, dud will not have forgotten that the only entrance to the val- 
ley of Jugdulluk from the Eastward is by a long and winding Kotul, 
overlooked and commanded by a lofty range of mountains, partially 
clothed witli bushes and dwarf trees. Of these reidly terrific eminences, 
the rebels had, as»-I had anticipated, taken possession, in more consider- 
able numbers than we have been opposed to since leaving Teezeen. 
Holding all the salient points of the hills, 'and secured by breastworks, 
they shewed a determination to dispute, with the utmost obstinacy, the 
progress of our flanking parties, and to endeavour to prevent the de- 
bouchc of our advance and main column. To enable us to effect this, 
I had to detach Companies from every corps in the force to the right 
and left, which, aided by the Artillery, won their way inch by inch up 
the lofty heigiits ; much however remained to be done, and the fire of 
the mountaineers from several of the tallest summits was unabated, and 
success w'as every where doubtful ; when a single Company of the 13th, 
under Captain Wilkinson, was directed to advance up the defile itself. It 
pressed forward at a rapid pace, supported by all the reserves which re- 
mained available, and to the surprise of the whole force, found that the 
enemy had neglected to guard the main outlet. This vanguard there- 
fore it sui)i)ortb, and the guns were quickly established on the narrow 
'table land, from which they had it in their powxr to take the whole of 
tlic defences of the rebels in reverse. Our troops commanded the route 
to Sookhab, and the enemy seemed to decline all further opposition. 
The march was resumed, but as the cumbrous train of baggage filed 
over the mountain, the insurgAts again appearing from beyond the 
most distant ridges, renewed the contest with increased num^jers, aittl the 
most savage fury. Our rear guard made the best dispositions for de- 
fence, and rescue ; but the suddenness of the onset caused some confu- 
sion, during which, notwithstanding the efforts of the troops, some bag- 
gage gnd camp equipage fell into the hands of their opponents. Cap- 
tain Wyndham, of the 35th, was killed at this crisis of the affair ; and 
sovcrfl brave men of all the corps, fell or were wounded. So^, how- 
ever, by the praiseworthy exertions, and cool and soldicr-like order and 
example of Captains Backhouse and Broadfoot of the Shah’s service. 
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find Fenwick, of the 13th, confidence was restored, the aspect of the 
afliiir changed, and the rear guard extricated from the tlefile. It conti- 
nued in the best order tcp retreat, and to repel the enemy who had fol- 
lowed it up to* the point at which the loftier hills wear away. Our 
casualties if yesterday and the day before, amount to one hundred 
Jind thirty ; amongst whom are one Officer killed and four wounded. 
TJiis loss will not be considered heavy, by those who have seen the 
heights from which the* rebels were driven, and arc acquainted with 
the habits and character of tljc mountaiJieers ^o whom wc WTre opposed. 

I have to-day marched to this jdace, without any interruption worthy 
of mention. 

“ From the details of this dcspatcli, tlie Major General Commanding in 
AfFghanistan, will be enabled to draw his own inferences as to the actual 
state of our relations with the refractory Chiefs who were admitted at 
Tcezecii, into a treJity of rcconciliatioii with the Governrattit against 
whiclx they had rebelled. Ilut it belongs more peculiarly to my voca- 
tion, in the field, now that there is a pros^jcct of brief repose in the vici- 
nity of this Cantonment, to report with much satisfaction the cheerful- 
ness, steadiness, and perseverance with which the troops liave performed 
every »uty reepired of them ; since leaving Cahool they have been ke[)t 
coiiblantly on the alert by attacks by night and tlay ; from the time of 
their arrival at Teezccii, they have invariably bivouacked, and the g.afety of 
our positions has only been secured by unremitting labor, and throwing 
up intrcuchmcrits, and very severe out-post duty ; whilst each succeed- 
ing morning has brought its aftair, wuth a bold and active enemy, emi- 
nently skilful in the s])ccics of warfare to wdiicli their attempts huve been 
confined, and armed with juzails, wdiicJi have enabled tliem to annoy 
us, at a range, at which they could only be reached by our Artillery. 
Though compelled by the eftects of my late wound to witness tbescj 
conflicts from a doolie, I must bear niy unequivocal testimony to the 
gallantry of officers and men, on every occasion of contact with the 
enemy, and especially in scaling the tremendous heights above Jugdid- 
luk, I enclose Casualty Return. 

“ I beg to express my sense of the highly able assistance which I, 
have received in all our attacks and skirmishes, and throughout the 
operations, from Lieutenant Colonels Dcnnie and Montcath, C. 13. I 
have been much pleased with the address and able arrangements of 
Captain Abbott of the Artillery, who has twice commanded tlie advajuu: 
guard ; and|tbc exertions of Captain Wade, my Brigade Major, and of 
Capfain Havelock, Persian Interpreter to General Flphinslonc, (tem- 
porarily attiicbcd to me,) in conveying my orders from point to point, 
and aiding in the dispositions, — deserve my warmest uomniciulatiuiis/* 
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Ret m n nf Killed^ IVotnidcd, and Missing af the Force under the Command of 
Major General ^ir IIobeut H. Sale, K» C’, /?., on the Advance tOy and Storm- 
iuij oJ\ the Pass of Jug dulluky on the 28//* and 'ISF.h of Octobery 1841. 
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I IBank & Names ol 
I I the Ofllfcrs Kill- 
i . I ed and Wnundi'd 


L3'yj'*n'co cj {tt WIS KB 
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Four (lays after the conflict (IcfecrilxHl in the latcbt dispatch, the fear- 
ful truth disclosed itself. The AfFglians rose at Cahul en massCy mur- 
dtired Sir Alexander Burnes and others, burnt and destroyed their })ro- 
jierty, and surrounding tlie British Cantonments, mid the Bala Hissar, 
where Shah Soojah resided, commenced a blockade which the British 
were unable to raise, and which was only terminated by the Aflghaiis, 
when starvation, tlie rigors of a winter, and the weakened state of the 
beleaguered, had rendered them ripe for the wholesale massacre which 
* ultimately became their portion ! 

Great was the consternation which the intelligence of their being thus 
hemmed in, spread throughout the parts of Affghanistan and Scindc oc- 
cupied by the British ; and indeed throughout the whole Indian empire. 
Sir Robert Sale, meditated retracing his .steps, with his Jirigade,*- and 
raising the blockade by a coup de main, but the re-occupation of the 
Passes by myriads of determined Ghilzics, and the failure of his jiro- 
visions, forced him to abandon the idea, and to march instantly to Jel- 
lallabad. General Nott, at Candahar, anticipating that the disaf- 
fection would extend to the South, prepared to fortify himself and 
n'called the Infantry J3rigade under Col. Maclarcn, (consisting of the 
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Ifitli, 42(1, and 43d Regiments of Bengal Native Infantry,) which had 
('oinmcnced its march to H||p^ostan. Reinforcements were hurried 
np from Ferozjepore, through the Punjab, and from Scinde through the 
Bolan Pa*^ 3 , and a requisition for additional European troops was ad- 
dressed to the Home Government. Every where it was prognosticated, 
tluit the sun of Shah Soojah and his Britisli allies had set — that, in a 
word, Affghanistan was lost to us, if^c troops could not hold their 
respective positions through the w'inter. 

In the mean while, the Alfghans, alive to the importance of their 
position, and luW'are of the retribution which would follow the revolt, 
lost not a moment in strengthening their hands, and improviyg the advan- 
ta{y’ they had gained. A large body of Ghazics was seat immediately 
to invest (rhuzni, then garrisoned by the 27th N. I. under ('oloncl Thos. 
I’almer. The Kohistanecs rose in Charckar, and, assailifig the Ghoorka 
Battalion,^ cut it uj) nearly to a man, Major Eldred Pottingcr and 
liifu .. Huughton alone escaping to CabuL The tribes in the Khyber 
and the Kojuck Passes — the Ghilzics in every direction, — myde com- 
mon cause with the rebels, for their co-operation was invoked on the 
g^oul^Is of a common religion and the universal hatred of the Fcringhee. 
At Pesl. Bolak, in the neighbourhood of the Khyber Pass, Captain 
h’erris, of the Shah’s service, with his little detachment, was attacked by 
the Oohjos, and, after exhausting his ammunition, was forced to effect 
an escape to Lalpoorah, witli the remnant of his garrison, under cover 
of night. I' A body of 100 men under Capt. Woodbum, marching from 
Oaudahar to Ghuzni, was set upon and annihilated, the undaunted 
Woodburn himself fjdliiig covered with wounds. The garrison of Alec 
Musjeed, occupied by Mr. Mackeson, (brother of the Agent at Pesha- 
wur,) and 150 Euzofzyes, was assailed by 2000 insurgent Afredees, and 
with difficulty held the place. Jellallabad was invested by large bodies 
o^Affghajs and Hill Tribes, and the Sirdars in the South similarly 
surrounded Candahar. 

Cut off as were all our posts by distance and by climate from every 
hope of immediate succour, their retention was entirely dependent upon 
the sagacity of their respective commanders, and the means at their 
disposal for a j)rolongcd resistance. Ghuzni fell — and Cabul fell — the 
former, because its garrison liad neither jirovisions nor ammunition 
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enough to enable it to withstand a siege, nor to cut its way to Candahar 
in tlie face of an overwhelming and well ||^nd force ; the latter, because 
the Political authorities were at first averse to 'evacuate the country at 
the bidding of a rebel host, and afterwards, when negociation had stretch- 
ed into the heart of a severe winter, were driven to such extremities, as 
to be left to the alternative of dying of starvation, or of marching out, 
with all the honors of war,^and trusting to the mercies of a treacherous 
foe. Col. Pidmer reported his surrender of Ghuzni in the laconic des- 
patch given below. 

To the Officer Commanding at Jellalabad. ' 

“ Sir, — It is with much concern I acquaint you, that from want of 
water, and by an overpowering force under cover, and within 50 yards 
of us in the City, I have been compelled to enter into terms to evacuate 
the Citadel and Fort, within six days. The Garrison is to occupy the 
N. Pj. comer of the Town. The Garrison is exhausted by fatigue and 
constant duty, and the men have suilbred greatly from cold, the tlu'rmo- 
ineter having been 14° below Zero. The terms are honorable treatment 
iuid safety whilst here and on the march to Cabool, solemnly sworn to 
by the C^iicfs. In capitulating, I have only acted up to the orders of 
Major Pottinger and General Elphinstonc, who directed me, in an olh- 
cial letter, to evacuate the Citadel and City on the arrival of Koohilhi 
Khan, son of Amccnoolah Khan, Sirdar of Logur. This Chief arrived, 
and promised to escort us in safety to Cabool. Amoun Shumsoodeca 
Khan, nephew of Dost Mahomed Khan, has also arrived as Governor of 
Ghuzni, and as Political Agent. I received instructions to inarch, imme- 
diately on his aiTival, for Cabool, from the late Sir W. Macnaghten, 
Bart. Abandoned as this Garrison has been in the very centre of the 
enemy’s country, cut olF from all communication with any quarter, and 
without a sufficiency of water even at this season, with 200 men detach- 
ed to hold an outpost which is destitute of water, and must have fallen 
in 48 hours, nothing but capitulation remained. From the outpost falling 
into the hands of the enemy, they would command our only Well, and 
commanding the Fort, the whole Garrison would have been destroyed in 
a few days. The bearer has received only subsistence on the road, and 
is to receive a handsome reward on delivering this letter. W^ have up- 
wards of 100 sick and wounded, and 137 casualties. The Officers, In- 
cluding Captain Burnett, 54th, and Lieutenant Crawford, S. S. P^orcc, 
arc all well. I have, &c. 

T. Palmer LL Col. Pol. Agents Vommg. at Ghuzni. 

" P. S. — 'nicrc is great reason to fear for f)ur safety, as there arc some 
tlioustuids of Ghazis in the city, whom the Chiefs cannot disperse. The 
snow is still deep. No tidings from the Southward, but report says, the 
Troops hold Ihc city of Kandahar, and aic daily fighting.'' 
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Mut 11 fuller account of the beleaguerment will be found m the Appendix 
dcfecribed by Lieut. Crawford., The course of event? at Cabul, which 
terminated in tjic total aflnihilation of the British force is also narrated, 
at great length, in the Appendix No. VII. "derived from the Calcutta 
Englishman, llie Narrative is written by one of the Officers who took an 
active share in the military operations, and who afterwards became a 
prisoner to the Aflghans, with whom 1^ ren^ned until relieved by the 
troops sent for that purpose in September, 1842, Other narratives, 
more or less voluminous, have been published, but the one that has been 
selected for thr^ purposes of this record has, by the common consent of 
the Indian Press, been pronounced preferable to the others. 

It may bo proper however in this place to give a brief account of the 
events which arc detailed more at large in the document to which we refer. 

The insurrection broke out in the city on the 2d November, and the 
Envoy immediately dispatched an officer to the King*in the Bala Hissar. 
To i(*ach His Majesty, he, had to run the gauntlet of a heavy fire, 
and resisted several attempts of an inflamed populace to cut him down ; 
he, however, succeeded in his purpose, and persiiidcd the King to 
allow Prigadicr Shelton, with nearly two regiments and Capt. NicoU’s 
troop, to take possession of the Bala Hissar, whenec the shelling of 
the town took place. The following day the insurgents got possession 
of the Commissariat Fort, in which were stored all the provisions of the 
force, 'riiis was a most dreadful contre-tempSy and it appeared com- 
[dctcly to paralizc all in Cantonments, where there were only two days' 
alia remaining. The effect was that of a panic ; and the madness of not 
having their supplies in cantonments, as also the folly of liaving con- 
structed their defences u[)ou so very extensive a scale as to require all the 
troops to defend them, now became fearfully ap 2 )arent. On the pre- 
vious day. Sir Alexander Burncs, Captain Burnes, and Captain Broadfoot, 
of the Eurcgican regiment, were killed ;* Sir Alexander’s house was com- 
pl^ely sacked and then burned, and Captain Johnston’s treasury also 
fell a prey to the flames. He, liimself, had fortunately slei)t in canton- 
ments, whilst Brigadier Anquetil and Captain Troup, who lived in the 
same ejuarter, were out riding, and also escaped. An attack was made 
by the, enemy upon another fort, which was also used as a Commis- 
sariat depot, but Captain Mackenzie most gallantly defended it, with a 
* Sec Appcn'lix for detailed account of the murder of Sir A. Burnes. 



17C TIIK INSUllKKCTION AT CABIIL. 

Jmndful of men, for three days, till all his ammunition was cx])cn(led, 
and tlien l^rought olF his party into Cantonments during the night. Cap- 
tain Trevor remained in the city, with his wife and children, two days, 
I)rotected by the Hazarba^h, who afterwards escorted them all safely 
into the Cantonments. Capt. Skinner and Drummond were concealed 
by friends in the city for some days. Now followed various reverses and 
success on both sides ; Jwo forts close to tfic camp were taken by 
us, at the earnest request of the Envoy, as they contained a small 
quantity of grain ; in fact, without adverting to* particulars, it docs 
seem to us, that the only energetic measures that were taken, originated 
with the Envoy, who, when his eyes were once open, was on all 
occasions strongly in favour of offensive measures, whilst General El- 
phinstone, from circumstances connected with the force, among whom 
there seems to have been much vacillation and despondency, appears to 
have been desirous of entirely keeping upon the defensive. The fight^ 
ing still continued, and many officers were killed ; whilst the news in the 
mean time arrived of the cutting up of Codrington’s corps at Charekar. 
After some days|([our accounts are rather deficient in dates) it was 
deemed necessary to recall llrigadier Shelton from the Bala Hissar to 
the aid of the Cantonment force ; he came, and brought one Regiment 
with him ; but still the measures recommended by the Envoy, of acting 
on the offensive, were not adopted ; the General is said to have consi- 
dered any vigorous attack^ upon the enemy as futile ; the minds of 
the soldiers became imbued with despondency, and but one idea seemed 
to pervade those whose duty it was, at least, to have made one push 
previous to securing a safe retreat by a treaty. Matters went on, from 
day to day, occasionally enlivened by skirmishes with the enemy, which 
did no good, but w'cakened and dispirited our troops, who, sent out in 
small numbers, could not be expected to withstand the immense forces 
opposed to them, and who were actually driven back on one occasion 
into camp, by the enemy whom they attempted to dislodge irom a hill, 
after being exposed to a galling fire for several hours ; and were only 
saved from being totally destroyed by the Chief, Osman Khan, withdraw- 
ing his troops. I’he force was again reduced to a prospect of starvation, 
there being only six days’ provisions in camp, and it was now feared 
that the bribes and promises which had hitherto procured sufficient 
supplies of atla for the men, would no longer be of avail. One party 
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then suggested tlio pfo])ricty of an attempt to retire into the Ihila Hissar, 
which Captain Conolly, who was with the King, strongly advocated, 
and to which tlic Envoy was quite willing to accede, till informed by 
the Milita^’y Authorities it was impossible, as the dispirited troops were 
no longer to be depended upon ! 

The last regiment in^ the Bala Hissar (the 54th N. I.) was then 
withdrawn, and the King was left to his^ own resources for several days. 
The Envoy still remained firm as to the advocated negotiations, and it 
was not until he heard that the Brigade he hud written for from Can- 
dahar, had retrvjcd its steps and that there were no hopes of getting 
General Sale’s Brigade from Jelialabad, nor of any assisfance from 
Pcsltawur, that he, most reluctantly, complied with the wishes of the 
General and other Commanding pfficers, and entered into overtures for 
a treaty with tlie enemy. Sevei^confercnccs took ylacc between the 
J^nvoy, attended by Capts. G. L^l^nce and Trevor, and all tlic Chiefs, 
outfeitie^ cantonments, and C’wjntmilly some twenty articles, drawn iij) 
by the Envoy in Persian, were read and approved of. On thc.y occa- 
sions, Mahomed Ackbar took the most prominent part ; other rnectiiigs 
followed subsequently, at which the Chiefs expressed an earnest desire 
to bring matters at once to a conclusion, and a message to this cflect 
was brought on the evening of the 22d December, by a cousin of Akhar 
Khan, accompanied by Captain Skinner, who it appears was still in his 
power, and on the morning of the 2.‘kl Sir Wm. Macnaghten, accom- 
panied by Captains Lawrence, Mackenzie and Trevor, proceeded to the 
supposed conference ; the party had scarcely been seated five minutes, 
when, at a signal, all were seized. Mackenzie, Lawrence and Trevor 
were bound to horses, and mounted behind Alfghans; the latter, who is 
represented to have fallen off, was cut to pieces by the Gazccs. The 
Envoy refused to mount a horse and shared the same fate.* The other 

' I^W. McMlghton, for his political services, had been appointed Governor of Bombay, and 
was on the point of proceeding to India when the insurrection broke out. The Bombay (iovern- 
inunt on hearing of his death issued the following Notification. 

GENERAI. OuDEBS IJY THE BoMEAY GoVERNSf ENT. 

General Department, Bomhap Castle, 2\sl Jan . — It is with the most unfeigned sorrow that flie 
Honorable the Governor in Council announces that authentic intelligence has been received of 
the assassination of His Kxcellency Sir William Hay McNaghten, Baiuncl, Envoy and Miniatci 
at the Cour( of II. M. Shah Soojah-Ool-Moolk, and the Governor elect of this Presidency. 

“ Tliia atrocious ciimc was perpetrated at Cabool on the 25th December last, during a conrcrcncc 
lo which his Excellency had been in\itcd by the leaders of the insurrection at that place, under 
the pretence of arranging terms of accommodation with H. M. Shah Soojah-ooUMoolk. 
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t\V(» officers were most wonderfully preserved, though a whole host of 
fanatics cut at them as they were carried off, but being mounted behind 
Affglians, the mob was afraid to use fire-arms ; they vTre imprisoned 
lor some days, but after some interviews with Akbar Khan, were re- 
turned on the 28th December to cantonments.* The negotiations during 
this time were taken up by Major Pottinger, and on the 6th January the 
force marched from cantonmentsif with a foot of snow on the ground, and 
reached Bcegroma unmolested, except the rear guard, which was attack- 
ed, and Hardyman of the 5th IJght Cavalry, and some men were killed. 
On the 7th the force moved to Bareckhur, the ref'* guard being 
on the defensive the whole way ; here the three mountain guns were 
carried oti. It now became clear they would have to fight their , way 
onwards. The following morning tl^cy found the camp nearly sur- 
rounded with enemies, and on Can^n Skinner going to Mahomed 
Akbar, who was on a hill close tflkr troops, he told him, it was 
their own fault for leaving cantonments before the troops appoint- 
ed to escort them were ready, and that the Chiefs had not (save him- 
self) the power to prevent their being attacked; tlnit he was willing 
still to do this on their giving six liostages, for our not moving be- 
yond Tazecn till Sale’s Brigade had left Jcllalabad. Major Pottinger, 

“ Higher authority Will iiruiumnco (he culogiuin so justly iluc to the cminont talents .and dis 
tingnishcd services of this lamented public funetioiiary. Uut whilst this Government abstains from 
tresp.isbing on this ground, it cannot refrain, amidst the most unfeigned grief, from recording 
almost the last public act of Sir William Hay McNagliten's life. Wlieii tcims dishonorable lo the 
Uritisli arms were proposed by the leaders of the InsiirrccUon .it Cabool, His Excellency licroicaJly 
replied, ‘ TJiat death was preferable to dishonour, that wc put our trust in the God of battlc.s, .ind 
ill his name we defy our Enemies.’ 

“ In conscqncnoc of this melancholy event, the flag at the castle is to be hoisted half staff high 
^to-morrow moiiung at Sunrise, continuing so until sunset ; and minute guns to llm number Of 
seventeen, the iiMiubeT appointed for the rank of the deceased, to be tired from Horuby’.s Battery on 
the Flag being hoisted ; the same ceremony being observed by the Hon’ble Company’s Vessels of 
War in the h.arboiir, under such arrangement as the Superintendent of the Indian Navy may 
diicct. 

“ Similar marks of respect will be paid to tlio memory of Sir William Hay McNaghten, .it all 
the principal military stations subordinate to the government, on the receipt of tlitso orders. 

“ The Governor in Council in further pleased to direct, that mourning be worn by the Offleers 
of Her Majesty's and the lIoiiourabK- Company’s Civil, Military and Naval Services of thii 
dciicv, for a period of three weeks from this date ; an example which government confidently ex- 
pects will he generally followed by all other portions of the community.” 

By order of Uu; llonourablc the Governor in Council, 

J. P. WlLLOCGIlBY. 

Sevy. to Qoi^ernmcnl, 

* An aiv.hcntic account of tho manner of the murder of Sir \V. McNaghten and C.iptain Trevor 
will be found in the Appendix, in tlic letters of Captain Lawrence and Mackenzie, derived from a 
wmrk laiclv published by Lieutenant Vincent Eyre. 
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who was still lame Irom his wound, offered to go for one, and, at the 
particular request of Mahomed Akbar, Captains Lawrence and Macken- 
zie were added; with these, the Khan appeared satisfied, and the troops 
marched to the Khoord Cabul, but, notwithstanding all the Sirdar’s 
endeavours, he could not restrain the Gazees, who attacked the column 
at all points. Mahomed Akbar and the hostages followed a few hours 
after, and witnessed a scene of slaughtt^ so fearful as to render all des- 
cription impossible ; the remaining gun was deserteih Mrs. Anderson 
and Mrs. Boyd had each a child carried off ; Mrs. Mainwaring was 
nearly so. but iivas saved, and Mrs. Boyd’s child, a European woman, 
and a wounded soldier, were also brought back by Mahojned Akbai*. 
Thq next day the Sirdar said, after lamenting his inability to restrain 
his people, that the only safety for the ladies would be in their put- 
ting themselves under his charge, which they *«ill did, and were receiv- 
ed l)y him witA every attention. They halted the ladies, hostages, etc., 
a day or two, and then procfcdcd towards Jugdulluck, finding tlie road 
covered with the dead and dying of the Army ; the poor fellows^ sccmerl 
to have fallen victims to the severity of the weather, as much as, or 
more than, from tlie fire of the enemy. At Jugdulluck it was said that 
the IVoops had endeavoured to make a stand at an old ruined fort, and 
did so until only tliirty rounds of ammunition remained for each man. 
They tried to negotiate with tlie Ghilzics, and Mahomed Akbar assisted 
them, and asked for General Elphinstonc, Brigadier Slielton, and (yuptain 
.Johnson to be sent to him ; this was agreed to, but towards the even- 
ing of the next day the Troops, unable any longer to contend against 
the severities they were exposed to, and maddened by the loss, as they 
supposed, of the two Chiefs, rushed during the night on to the road to- 
wards Jellalabad, at which place only one OQicer arrived. 

The whole of the officers, the ladies, private soldiers, clerks, soldiers’ 
wives, etc. ^ho escaped the Massacre on the march, or who had given 
themselves up at Mahomed Akbar’s command, were conveyed as pri- 
soners to a fort in the hills between Jellalabad and Cabul, and re- 
tained there, under great hardships and privations, for many months. 

The first impulse of Lord Auckland’s government on receiving cer- 
tain intglligencc of the disasters at Cabul, was to proclaim, in the an- 
nexed Government Notification, a determination to dispatch troops to 
maintain “ the honor and interests of the British Government.” 
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“ Fort William, Secret Department, 31s/ Jan. 1842 — Intelligence hav- 
ing been reccivoi which leaves no room to doubt that> after the British 
force at Cabool had maintained its position against overpowering num- 
bers of Insurgents for more than six weeks, the officer commanding had 
judged it necessary, in consequence of a failure of provisions, to agree 
to a convention with the enemy, and to retire, in reliance on the faith 
of that convention, towards Jclldabad, when the troops exposed to the 
worst rigors of cold and privation in the mount^iin defiles, and harassed 
by treacherous attacks, suffered^oxtreme disaster, — the Governor Gene- 
ral in Council deems it proper to notify, that the most active measures 
have been adopted, and will be steadfastly prosecuted, for expediting 
powerful reinforcements to the Affghan frontier, -and for assisting such 
o])erations as may be required in that quarter, for the ini\uiteuance of the 
honor and interests of the British Government. 

The arfiple military means at the disposal of the British (jovernment 
will be strenuously aj)plied to these objects, so as at once to sup'port 
extermd operations, and to ensure efficient protection to its subjects and 
allies. 

“ A faithless enjmy, stained by the foul crime of assassination, has, 
through a failure of sui)plics followed by consummate treachery, been 
able to overcome a body of the British troops, in a country removed, 
by distance and difficulties of season, from possibility of succour. But 
the GoVernor General in Council, while he most deeply laments the 
Joss of brave officers and men, regards this partial reverse only as a new 
occasion for displaying the stability and vigor of the British power, and 
the admirable spirit and valor of the British Indian army. 

“ By order of the Right Hon* hie the Governor General of India in 
Council, 

T. H. Maddock, Secy, to the Govt, of India.** 

Tlie intentions of the Government were not rendered very apparent in 
the foregoing document : — it was not declared that the lost ground in 
Affghanistan was to be re-occupied, or that signal vengeance would be 
Vaken upon those by whose hands so many thousand British troops and 
followers had fallen ; but the excited state of tlxc public mind afforded 
no time for enquiry, and the Proclamation was therefore taken as at 
least an earnest of the Government not to remain quiescent under the 
indignity. ' 

The first step taken by the Political Officers in close proximity to 
Jellalabad, was to attempt to dispatch a force to relieve, or strengthen, 
the garrison of that fortress. A Brigade of Infantry under Colonel 
Wild had recently arrived at Pcshawur, convoying provisions and 
stores, .ind Captain Mackeson, the Agent there, considered it might be 
rendered available for the duty. As a preliminary measure, therefore. 
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and with the view of keeping open the Khyhcr Pass, Lieut. Colonel 
Moseley was dispatched with the 53rd and 64th Regts.* N. I., a part of 
the brigade, to pccupy thd fort of Alee Musjeed. He marched on tlic 
night of the ir)th January, and reached tlie place with little opposition 
the next morning. Through some mismanagement however — misma- 
nagement incidental to haste — only a proportion of the provisions requisite 
for the two n^giments accom])anied thc^. Ij became necessary, there- 
fore, to forward the residue without delay, and to this end, and with tlic 
purpose of afterwards moving upon Jcllalabad, Brigadier Wild advanced 
from Jumrood. j^between Pcshawur and the Khyhcr Pass,) with the re- 
maining two regiments, (the 60th and 30th N. I.,) and four^Sikh guns. 
But the appearance of Colonel Moseley’s detachment had alarmed the 
Afreodies, wlio now rose, and, closing the Pass, prepared to resist Briga- 
dier Wild's entrance. The Brigadier nevertheless pushed onwards on 
the 19th January, and encountered the enemy at the mouth of the Pass ; 
hu^ ov^ing to the usclcssnesii of the Sikh guns, and the inadequacy of 
his force, with so powerful a body of the enemy advantageously placed 
in his front, his attempt to reach Alee Musjeed totally failed. He was 
beaten ^back, with heavy loss,* himself receiving a wound in the face. 
The following Order was issued by him on the occasion, wdien the regi- 
ments had retraced their steps to Jumrood : — 

Camp Jumrood, Friday, 216*^ January 1842, Brigade After Orders . — 
Words cannot express tlic deep grief felt by Brigadier Wild, iiJt the 
lamentable result of the engagement of the day before yesterday, at the 
entrance of the Khyhcr Pass, whether it have reference to the failure in 
conveying to the Garrison of Alee Musjid the supplies and Camp Equipage 
it so much needs, or to the deplorable number of killed and wounded^ 
— or, lastly, to the hesitation evinced at the head of the column, to 
obey the urgent call to advance and follow, addressed to it by the Bri- 
gadier and his Staff (as they took the lead) but on the contrary exposing 
itself to 'greater danger by crowding together and standing still — firing 
without orders, in every direction, and generally without aim, and 
evdfitually leaving the broken-down gun behind to be spiked — merely be- 
cause a sufficient number of men would not go forward to drag it away. 

“ The consequence was, that the enemy, who was previously seen run- 
ning away from any small party sent to dislodge those that were posted 
on the lesser hills to tlic right and left of the column, now gained 
confidence, and redoubled his destructive fire. 

(I 

* Amongst the officers wounded, besides Uic Brigadier liiinself, were Capt. Loftie of the 30th 
Rcgt., Licuts. Gwatkin, Phillips, and Montgomery of the OOlh N I., Lieut. Alexander of the En 
gineers, and Ensign Ilalhcd of the .'ith N. I. Lieut. Loch of the 5th N I. was killed in the conflict 
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“ The object of the above remarks is less to upbraid, Uian to call the 
attention of both officers and men to- the indispensable necessity of pre- 
serving order and regularity in their ranks and thus to ensure that 
steadiness, without which ^no success can ever be expected ; and in the 
hope that the sad experience of tlie day before yesterday may not 
be without its salutary use, and will induce them, hereafter, to observe 
a strict obedience to orders and regularity in the ranks, incite them 
to exertions, whicli at the earliest opportunity afforded may entirely 
remove the obloquy, whi^h cannot otherwise but attach to the late 
deplorable failure. 

The Brigadier commanding is willing to make every reasonable 
allowance for the inexperience of a young regiment, with a large pro- 
portion of very young men, but from that very circumst^mce it becomes 
the more requisite to point out how necessary steadiness, good order, 
obedience, liiid extreme care of their precious ammunition ai e to ensure 
success, and by doing so cheer them into a confidence of a better rceult 
hereafter.** 

llie situation ot Lieut. Colonel Moseley, shut up as he was in Alee 
Musjeed, with scarcely any provisions, now. became desperate. He was 
not lon^, however, in deciding upon the course which it became a Com- 
manding Officer to take under circumstances of so serious a nature. He 
determined to cut his way back to Jumrood ; but he tells his owp story 
in his dispatch to Brigadier Wild of the 26th January. 

From Lieut. Colonel G. W. Moselky, Commanding a Detachment, to 

Captain Haht, Officiating Major of Brigade, Camp Kawulsur, 26/// 

January, 1842. 

“ Sill, — In obedience to instructions communicated in your letter 
bearing date the 15th instant, placing me in command of the 53d and 
64th Hegiments, for secret service, I began my march at 10 i*. m. of 
the same day, in progress to Allee Musjid, and reached that j»lace 
with little opposition at eight o'clock next morning. 

“As we approached Allee Musjid, the enemy appeared in consider- 
able numbers to the front and on either flank, and here a few of our 
men were wounded. 

V. Detachments were immediately sent off to dislodge the enemy from 
the heights, a duty which was effected in good style, and witiiout further 
casualty on our side. 

“ Inow proceeded with the main column round the base of the isolated 
liill on which the fortress stands, in order to make myself acquainted 
with its localities. 

“ Allee Musjid consists of two small forts, which are connected by a 
weak and dilapidated wall. The low oblong rock on which it stands is 
commanded by two hills of considerable eminence, of which one is to its 
South, the other to its West. 
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These positions I found to be occupied by small parties of the 
Jussailcliee garrison, but I lost no time in detaching* for their more 
secure retention, a complete company under an European Officer to 
each of them, • I at the same time strengthened, with the assistance 
of the Sapj)crs and Miners, the breastworks that had already been 
erected on them. 

“ On the morning of the 17th, the enemy appeared in strength on all 
sides of the fort, and f^)parcntly designed to cut olF our water, and to 
drive us from the two heights. % t 

“ To frustrate the first of these designs, a party was sent down to the 
side of the stream, w'liich supplied the garrison,* and assisted by some 
Jussailchees of the original garrison, whose large rifles carry twice as 
far as our mu'^ets, it succeeded in maintaining a safe communication 
between tlie water and the fort. 

“ Meantime the companies on the Southern and WeStern points 
wei^ actively engaged in repelling the attacks of the enemy, who, (with- 
out themselves incurring much exposure,) fired on our men from a 
distance, and with a precision of aim, w^hich neither the weapon, nor 
the skill of oui* Sepoys could equal. In these afiair.9, many of Captain 
Mack§son*s Jussailchees behaved admirably, and using as they did, with 
equal jiptitude, the same weapons employed by the enemy, their seiwiccs 
were of much assistance to us on the present and on all similar occasions. 

“ I regret to say, that Ensign Swinton of the 53d Regiment wa^ 
on that day (the 17 th) severely wounded, while heading his men in 
churgiftg a party of the enemy from the immediate neighbourhood of the 
Southern height, where this is united with a ridge of table-land. 

Other casualties also occurred on that day, as will be seen by the 
enclosed letters from Major Hoggan, commanding the 53d Regiment, 
and the late Captain Wilson, commanding the 64th Regiment. 

“ From this date the enemy, attracted (no doubt) to the mouth of 
the Pass by Brigadier Wild’s demonstrations in that quarter, gradually 
diminished in force ; and wc were for some days almost wholly unmo- 
lested, and were busily employed in completing the defences of the fort ; 
but on the morning of the 23d, they again appeared in considerable 
numbers, and we were again engaged all day in checking them. ' 

“ The continued occupation of the fortress would however have been 
a work of no difficulty, and we might have defied the efforts of any 
number of such an enemy as were opposed to us, had we been ade- 
quately supjfiied with provisions. 

w But through some mismanagement, only eighty bullock loads of 
grain had been brought up by the Rear Guard from Jumrood, on the 
night of the 15th, whereas I had been led to expect that three hundred 
would have accompanied me. 

“ On the morning of the 23d, finding the remnant of our stores to l)c 
only five maunds of attah for the subsistence of two thousand and five 
hundred men, — men who had already been five or six days on half 


Tl)is Wafer OunrtI was afterwards relieved daily. 
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rations, and who had been exposed for ciglit days without bedding and 
without tents Ui an inclement climate, and who were daily thronging 
into hospital, — I reluctantly obeyed an inevitable necessity, and arrang- 
ed for evacuating the fort,, and cutting my way to Jumrdod. 

The importance of retaining possession of the post of Alice Musjid 
was, however, so strongly impressed upon me by Captain Mackeson, the 
Political Agent, that when about this time, my Detachment Staff’, Brevet 
Captain Thomas, gallantly came forward and volunteered to hold it 
(with only four or five d*ys’ scanty provision,) with one liundrcd and 
fifty of the original Jussailchee garrison, I felt it my duty not to op- 
pose the proposition, dangerous as the experiment doubtless would have 
been, and on the night of the 23d, arrangements were conii)letcd by the 
Political Agent, for making over the command of the higher and smaller 
of the forts, to Captain Thomas. 

“ But on the morning of the 24th, Captain Mackeson represented to 
me, that his Jussailchccs had changed their minds, and had resolved 
not to remain after the departure of the two regiments under my com- 
mand. The evacuation of the fortress had now become inevitable, and 
the collective fored marched on the morning of the 24th, about daybreak. 

Our return was accomplished in the face of a wary and active foe, 
wdiose numbers, alwiiys considerable, were ib variably found to be greatest 
above the narrower anti more difficult defiles. 

“ Among the precipitous heights that skirt the Shadcc Bugeear and 
Kafir Tungec Passes, they were especially numerous ; and here, in sj)itc 
of our best exertions in crowning the heights and checking their Uttacks 
on the Rear Guard, they directed against us, from beneath the shelter of 
their steep and scarcely jicrccptiblc mmjas** a galling fire, which in- 
flicted on us heavy loss in killed and wounded. It was here that that 
able and gallant officer. Captain Alcxjindcr Wilson, fell at the head of 
the G4th Regiment. 

“ About tliis time, finding that the cattle, from having been almost 
starved during the preceding six days, were too feeble to carry their 
burdens, I sent orders to Lieutenant Corsar, the officer commanding the 
Rear Guard, to relinquish all such cattle as had a tendency to, delay his 
movements ; and to come up and join the main body. This he accord- 
ingly did, and after four hours’ hard fighting, wc succeeded in reaching 
Jumrood. 

“ I have deeply to deplore the numerous casualties that have befallen 
the Detachment under ray command ; although it is some satisfaction to 
know, that the loss on the part of the enemy was likewise Considerable. 

“ Enclosed is a copy of my order on the occasion, in which are enu- 
merated the names of those Officers, who particularly attracted my at- 
tention during the engagement. I also enclose a list of killed and 
wounded. 

Finally, I cannot abstain from an expression of my regret, that I should 
have been unaccompanied by either cavalry or guns. A detachment of 
the former arm would have been most useful in cutting up the enemy 
between Alice Musjid and the Kafir Tungec Pass, where the baggage 
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was chiefly plundered, and where the ground was gopd for cavalry to 
act upon. I have, &c. &c. • 

G. W. Moseley, Lieut, •Col. 

Comvmnding the Detachment. 


Hxtract of Detachment Orders by Lieutenant Colonel Moseley, Com- 
manding. Camp Kaxoulsur^ 26th Jan. 1842. 

Lieut. Colonel Moseley fficls much gratifleation in conveying to the 
Officers and Men composing the Detachment under his command, his 
sentiments on the happy issue of their exertions of yesterday morning, 
fmd on the suc'^ss that crowned their ciForts to cut their way through 
the strongly defended and difficult Passes of the Khyber, from the 
fortress of Alice Musjid back to Jumrood. • 

“*For these happy results, the Commanding Officer takes to liimself 
no credit. They were mainly attributable to the gallantry and intelli- 
gence of those Officers who were engaged in the important duties of 
crowning the heights, and bringing up the Rear Guard, duties which the 
nature of the country rendered of no common difficulty and danger. 

‘ I’te Commanding Offictr congratulates the Officers and Men on 
the courage and endurance evinced by all under his command, and he 
has no hesitation in declaruig his opinion that, nothing would have sur- 
mounted the difficulties olfered to the passage of the column, short of 
the dotjermined bearing which was thus disidayed. 

“ Though the brunt of the action fell upon the 64 th Regiment, yet 
both the 53rd and 64th Regiments behaved with equal intrepidity. 

“ P'or the valuable assistance atforded him by Major Hoggan, com- 
manding the 53rd Regiment, the Commanding Officer feels most grateful, 
as also for that atforded him by the late Captain Wilson, who fell gal- 
lantly at the head of the 64th Regiment, while opposed to the energy in 
the Kafir Tungee Pass. 13y the death of this able and exemplary officer, 
the state sustains a severe loss. 

“ It may not be irrelevant here to state, that the Commanding Officer 
had the satisfaction personally to express his thanks to Captain Wilson ^ 
a few minutes before his death, on the steady gallantry displayed by him- 
self and his regiment throughout the morning. 

“To Captain Mackeson, Political' Agent, and Captain Ferris of the 
Jussailchee corps, the Commanding Officer feels much indebted for the 
vakiable inlftrmation they afforded him as to the nature of the country 
to be traversed, and by which the arrangements for crowning the heights 
were mainly regulated ; as also to Lieut. Bccher, commanding the En- 
gineers, for the able assistance he on every occasion rendered. 

“ Where all behaved with gallantry, it is difficult to draw distinctions, 
but the Commanding Officer cannot pass unnoticed, the intrepid conduct 
of Captains Tylee and Campbell of the Grenadier and Light Companies 
53rd Regiment, and Captain Prior and Lieutenant Rattray of the Light 
Company and Grenadiers 64th Regiment, (all of which divisions were 
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employed in crtiwiiiiiiv the heights,) mid of Lieutenants Corsar and 
Young, wlio hrenght uji the Rear Guard without confusion, though not 
without heavy loss in killed and wounded. ^ 

'I’he Commandant has received with much satisfaction from Major 
Iloggan, and also from the late Captain Wilson, (just before his death,) 
assurances of tlieir high estimation of the zealous aid alFordcd them 
throughout the whole affair by Lieutenants Hunter and Plyter, their 
respective Adjutants. ^ 

“To Brevet (’aptaiii Tjioraa^ 64th Regiment, his Detachment Staff, 
the Commanding Officer’s best thaiikb are due for his untiring exer- 
tions throughout the day, and for the ability, coolness, and celerity with 
which, whilst constantly exposed on horseback under a heavy fire, he 
delivered the Commandant’s orders, or conveyed intelligccsice from distant 
points. 

“In conelusion. Lieutenant Colonel Moseley begs to offer his warmest 
congratulations to the Officers and Men of the Detachment collcctiiely, 
on their gallant and successful passage through, jirobably, the strongest 
fastnesses ever forced by troops, and tbrougli which they had to over- 
come the determir-cd opposition of an enemy, well skilled in the warfare 
jieeiiliarly adajited to th<’ country. 

(i. I*. 'I'lioiMAs, Brevet Captaifi, 

Detnehment Staff'' 

Bxh'ae.tof Briyadc Orders by Brigadier W ihv, Commanding the Brigades . 

Camp Katvidsur, ‘29M Januarg, 1842^ «• 

“ To Lieutenant C’oloiiel Moseley, who in the first instance so suc- 
cessfully relieved the garrison of Alice Musjid by a night march, and 
afterwards ably conducted the retreat of the 53rd and 64th Regiments, 
the Brigadier’s warm thanks are due, as also to all the Officers and 
Men under his command, who have so cheerfully endured the hardships 
tliat have befallen them.” 


t/isl of Kitted and Wounded of the Bctaekment, — 53fi. Regbmnt. 



Names of Officers. 


r»31 llegimoiit, N. 1. .. ^ 


Eusiirn J. M. Swinton, wounded severely. 
Ditto li. F. A. You Meyern, ditto ditto. 
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After this attair, it became ^bvieus tiiat notiiing could hv done 
succour the garristm of Jellalabad until the force under Major (ioncral 
P(»llock, ordered by the Government to proceed to Alfghanistaii, should 
reach Peshawur. Tliis force was fully adapted to cvej y service •that 
could be required of it under the circumstances. It consisted of Her 
Majesty’s 3rd Light Dragoons, the 1st and the 10th Regts. of licngal 
Light Cavalry, the 3rd Irregular Cavalry, a troop of Horse Artillery, ^ 
two light Field Batteric.s, Her Majesty ’.s Dth and 31st Regts. of Foot ; the 
Gth, 26th, 30th, 33d, 53d, 60th and 64th, Regts. of Bengal Native In- 
fantry. One division was placed under the command of Major General 
McCJaskill dt the 9th Foot, and Colonel White of the 3d faght Dra- 
goons was made a Brigadier. 

While this force, and a large body of Sikh Allies was assembling. 
Generals Nott and Sale continued to hold their respective positions at 
Candahar and Jellalabad, in spite of the orders for their abandonment 
from Major Pottingcr and General Elphinstonc. The following is a coj)y 
of the order addressed to the Political Agent at C’andahar : — 
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“ Caubulf 25M December', 1841. — Sm, — It having been found neces- 
sary to conclude an agreement, founded on that of the late Sir W. H. 
Macnaghten, for the evacuation of AfFghanistpn by our troops, we have 
the honor to request, that you will intimate to the officer commanding 
at Caiidahar, our wish that the troops now at that place and at Khelat- 
i-Ghilzie, together with the British authprities and troops within your 
jurisdiction, should return to India at the earliest convenient season. 
Nawab Jubbur Khan, who is the bearer of thjs letter, will render you 
all the sxssistance in his ^^owe^ He has been appointed Governor of 
Candahar on the part of the existing Government. 

E. Potting K tt, 

VV. Elphinstone, M. G.** 
P. S. — If you require two or three days to make y&dr preparations, 
you must not remain in the city, but proceed to your cantonment. 
Whatever you arc obliged to leave behind, you will make over to the 
Nubwab Jubbur Khan. E. Pottinger, 

W. ElPII INSTONE, M. G.*' 


Sir Robert Sale found Jcllahibad in a very dilapidated condition,, but he 
was compelled to occupy it, as his position at Gundamuck was untrenable, 
and there is no doubt, that if he had not been precipitate in his movement, 
the enemy would have anticipated him. The town was found to be with- 
out defences which could be of any avail. There was cover for the assail- 
ants within range of the dilapidated jiarapet, and there was but one day's 
provisions in store. But these difficulties served only to stimulate the 
officers and men to exertion. They collected provisions from the neigh- 
bouring villages, which gave them half rations. They set to work on 
the defences, repelling every attack of the enemy, and on two occasions, 
sallying forth, and completely defeating them. The walls rose gradu- 
/ally under their hands, and were soon mounted with nine guns, and 
their position was rendered impregnable to any Affghan assault. From 
the 12th of November to the 24th of December, the men had cheerfully 
worked seven hours a day on the defences ; and their holiday was on 
Christmas-day. Their conduct was throughout exemplary. Tkere 
was no rum nor spirits in the encampment, and no money. Not ten 
Rupees was to be found cither in the soldier's kit, or the General's chest. 
At length, on the 27th December, twenty-five horsemen rode into the 
town from Peshawur, each with 1000 Rupees in his saddle-bags. They 
had been sent on by Capt. Mackeson, and were followed by others, with 
the like precious charge. 
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Several forays were subsequently made, and generally with good 
effect; from 100 to 700 head of cattle being occasionally driven in when 
found grazing ijcar tlie foft. The enemy remained in the neighborhood, 
but did not molest the occupants of the fortress during the months of 
January and February, though they carefully prevented any communica- 
tion (excepting by single cossids or messengers) between them and their 
friends at Peshawur. Early in Mar(|fi, hc#vever, Mahomed Akhbar 
Khan having arranged affairs to his satisfaction at Gabul, and lodged Iiis 
English prisoners in the forts of Buddiahbad at Lughman, came to 
.lellalabad, and ,j.ook personal command of the rebels who had invested 
the place. His presence was the signal for active operations, and it was 
apprehended that amongst other methods of attack, he meditated under- 
mining the garrison. This supposition led to the measures described 
below in Sir Robert Sale’s despatch : — 

To Ciptain Ponsonby, Assistant Adjutant General, Jcllalabad, VMh 
• *Marchy 1842. 

“ Sir, — Do me the favor to acquaint Major General Pollock,^ C. B., 
that since I last addressed you, the enemy have, in furtherance of their 
plan of* establishing a vigorous blockade, daily insulted the place by 
throwing sw’arms of skirmishers into the ravines and hollows round the 
walls, and behind the remains of mud forts, which are so extensive, 
tliat no industry has enabled us wholly to clear them away. It has been 
their practice to plant their standards in conspicuous ])oints of the cir- 
cumference thus occupied, and to keep up a constant fire of musquetry 
upon our parapets. 1 have resisted these attempts, by the fire from 
Batteries, and the occasional aim from our best marksmen. We have 
sustained few casualties, and those of the enemy have, I suspect, been 
uniformly serious. On the 10th instant, the covert advance of the 
Affghans was particularly persevering against our Northern face ; to- ' 
wards evening our spies brought us information, that the enemy were 
driving a mine in this direction, and though 1 entertained great doubts 
of the correctness of this statement, I thought it prudent to ascertain 
the truth by a sortie. On the morning of the 11th, I placed under 
theb orders ftf Lieut. Col. Dennie, 300 men of the 13th, 300 of the 
35th, and 200 of the Corps of Sappers ; having at the same time direct- 
ed Captain Oldfield to move on with tJie Cavalry into tJic plain to the 
southward, and endeavour to fix the attention of the enemy in that di- 
rection. The Lieut. Col. sallied out by the Peshawur gate a little after 
day-break, and his column swept steadily round into the low ground * 
to the ivjrthward. Contrary to expectation, this was found to be aban- 
doned ; but a strong picquet of the enemy's foot occupied a salient 
point on a rising ground, which commanded it; from this they were 
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driven in a most spirited manner by Captain Broadfoot, at the bead of 
the detachment of Sai)pcrs and Miners, and lie pursued the retreating; 
enemy into and beyond a tower and gardei? wall, of which he took 
and kept possession. The 35th, under Captain Seaton, and Cajjtain 
Wilkinson's Company o^ the 13th, were then established as skir- 
mishers around the ruins of old forts, whilst the remainder of the 13tii 
were held in reserve. The Cavalry appeared at the same moment, and 
supported the left flank of our line of occupj^tioii : an examination of 
the ground proved tliat mither^'^ihaft nor gallery had been commenced, 
and I therefore directed the troops to witndraw. 'rhe whole eamp of 
Mahomed Akbar was, by this time, in full alert, and heavy masses of 
(Cavalry, and a cloud of Foot were pressing forward towards our skir- 
mishers. Our detachment, however, retired in the moi,t perfect order, 
under their fire, and our guns and mortars from the walls, kept the 
Aftghans ili check in the most satisfactory manner. On our extreme 
right, their Horse made an attempt to ride in upon Captain Bread- 
foot’s party, but a volley from the Sappers and Miners brought them 
to a hidt in evident discomfiture. Our loss in wounded was very tri- 
fling.” • Ihave, &c., 

R. Sale, Major GeneraL 


Whife these events were passing at Jellalabad, (icneral Nott was pre- 
paring to receive the enemy at Candahar. The return of Colonel Mac- 
laren’s Brigade, after an ineffectual endeavour to reach Cahul, whither 
it had been dispatched for the purpose of attempting a relief, rendered 
the force at Candahar strong cnougli to resist all imaginable opposition 
as long as provisions held out. The force consisted of Her Majesty’s 
40tlf Uegt., the 2nd, 16th, 38th, 42nd, and 43d Regts. Bengal N. 1., the 
25th Bombay N. I., a large detail of Artillery, and some of Shall Soo- 
jah’s troops of both arms. Nevertheless, it was deemed necessary to 
•'take precautions against surprise and treachery. The detachment at 
Killa Abdoolla, half way between Quetta and Candiiliar, was sent back 
to the former place — a movement which, though rapid, was attended by 
some loss. The people of Candidiar were closely watched, and the 
guards at the city gates doubled. The detachment at Khelat-i-Ghilzic was 
considered safe, or its premature withdrawal, at any rate, impolitic., Dur- 
ing the month of November and the early part of December, every 
thing remained quiet at Candahar; but at the end of December, the 
.faun bauz Cavalry corps, under Captain Golding, mutinied, murdered 
their jommandant, and fled with the whole of their baggage. They were 
pursued and overtaken by Captain Lceson’s Horse and another tfaun 
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bauz Regiment, under Captain Wilson. The latter, however, hung back 
at a critical moment, leaving the battle to be fought by Capt. Leeson’s 
party only. Tly:: traitorous Jaun bauzees fled after a short conflict (witli 
the loss of *40 killed and wounded) and joined the standard of the 
llarukzye Chief at Dahla, forty miles from Khelat>i-Ghilzic, the nucleus 
of the rebellion in the South. Here too the Dooranee tribes assembled ; 
and not long afterwards the Ghilzie ch^f, Uitktar Khan, licading some 
thou«iands of the thirsty mountaineers, presented himself, to share in the 
battles and the spoils of the rebellion. Nothing more wUkS wanting to 
render the insu|rcction formidable than the presence of Prince Suftur 
Jung, who was then, -emd for some time previously had been ^ on friendly 
terms with the Rritish at Candahar, — and of this llic rebels had soon to 
boast. His Highness fled in the course of December, and early in the 
following month advanced to Candahar with a large force to attack 
General Nott. 

TIav: ’G eneral did not wait for the enemy, but went out to meet tlicm, 

* 

and on the 12th of January 1842, dispersed them with little loss.. From 
this time, and for some week? subsc(iucntly, the city suffered no moles- 
tation, ,but towards the close of February the enemy reappeared in 
considerable numbers, headed as before. General Nott now determined 
to read them a severe lesson, driving them to a great distance from his 
vicinage to ensure to the Candaliaries who remained faithful to British 
interests a long continuance of tranquillity, while he satisfied the ^dis- 
affected parties within the walls that the rebel chieftains were j)owcr- 
less against a well disciplined army. General Nott's dispatches briefly 
recite his proceedings on these several occasions : — 

To Lieutenant Colonel Stuart, Military Secretary to the Government of 
India, Kandahar, \2th January, 1842. 

Sir, — I have the honour to acquaint you, for the information of 
tiie* Right ^lon’blc the Governor General of India, that the rebel 
Army, under the command of Prince Suftur Jung. Attah Mahomed, 
and other Chieftains, having approjiclied to within fifteen miles of 
Kandahar, I this morning moved out of the City with five and a half 
Regiments of Infantry, Shah's 1st Cavalry, a party of Skinner's 
Horse, and sixteen guns. After a march of four hours over a very 
difficult tcountry, I came in sight of the rebel army, from fifteen to 
twenty thousand men, drawn up in a strong position on the right 
bank of the Urghundab. I immediately crossed the river, the troops 
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marched to the attack, and in twenty minutes carried their position, 
and dispersed t'heir whole army. The Cavalry with a troop of Horse 
Artillery were instantly sent in pursuit, a^d followed the fugitives 
about eight miles. The .Enemy’s loss was severe ; their fire was high 
and wild, and our loss has been very trifling. I enclose a list of killed 
and wounded. 

“ 1 beg to bring to the favourable notice of Government the follow- 
ing Officers who commanded Corps and Detachments : 

“ Lieutenant Colonel Wyme/J 38th liegiment N. I. 

“ Lieutenant Colonel McLaren. IGth NativeJnfantry. 

Major Lane, 2d Native Infantry. 

“ Major Hibbcrt, Her Majesty’s 40th Regiment. 

” Captain Dalzell, in charge of a Wing of the 42d I. 

“ Captain MacDoncll, Shah’s 5th Infantry. 

“ Captain Anderson, Bengal Artillery. 

“ Captain Lccson, Shah’s 1st Cavalry, and « 

" Captain Haldane, Skinner’s Horse. 

** My thanks arc due to Captains Polwhelc and Scott, Brigade Majors 
— to Major Sanefers, Bengal Engineers, for his constant zeal and exer- 
tions — to Lieutenant North, Bombjiy Engineers, and to Lici^tenant, 
Tytlcr, Assistant Quarter Master General.’ ^ 

** H'ljor Rawlinson, Political Agent, was in the field, and kindly acted 
as one of my Staff. 

“ The Troops, both European and Native, behaved with their usual 
gallantry. I am, &c. « 

W. Nott, Major Genl. 

Commanding Kandahar J' 


Relpm of llie Killed, Wounded and Missing in the Force under the com- 
mand of Major General Nott, in the engagement with the Enemy, near 

Kandahar, on the \2th January 1842. Kandahar, 12M January, 

1842. 

‘‘ Horse Artillery. S. S. F. — Wounded 1 private and 4 horses ; 
missing 1 syce and 2 horses. 

“ Bombay Artillery, 3d Company 1st Battalion. — Wounded 1 private. 

“ Her Majesty’s 40th Regiment. — ^Wounded 1 lieutenant, 1 serjeant, 
1 corporal, and 7 ])rivates. 

“ 38th Regiment Native Infantry. — Killed 1 naick anb 1 private ; 
wounded I corporal, 13 privates and 1 bhisty. 

“ Shah’s 5th Regiment of Infantry. — ^Wounded 1 captain. 

Shah’s 1st Cavalry. — Killed 1 private and 5 horses ; wounded 1 
ensign, 6 corporals, 7 privates and 12 horses. 

“ Detachment 1st Irregular Bengal Cavalry. — Killed 1 private ; mis- 
sing 4 liorses. 

“ Grand total of killed, wounded and missing, 47 officers and men. 
and 27 horses. 
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Ojficcru I rounded. 

Sliah’s 5th Regt. — (’apt. Macdonell, slightly. 

il. M.'s 4()th kegt. E. Lee, severely. 

“ IGth N. I. doing duty 1st Cavalry S^. S. F., Ensign Chamber- 
lain, scv(\ 4y. 

\V. XoTT, Major Genl. 

To T. H. Ei&q. 

Sod'etary to Ike Govt, of India, Calcutta. 

Candahar, Vlth March, 1842. 

“ Sir, — I haye the Jionor to acquaint you, for the information of the 
Right Honorable the Governor General of India, that during the month 
kof February, consideralde numbers of the rebel forces, undjr the com- 
mand of Prince Suftur Jiing and other Afghan Chiefs, assembled in the 
vicinity of Candahar, plundering the villages, and by every possible 
means urging tlie inhabitants to join in an attack upon the British 
troops. In the beginning of the present month, the (iicmy approaelicd 
close to the city of Candahar. 

• made the necessary aivangements for the safety of the city, and 
leaving a garrison of about 26'00 men in it, I on the 7th instant, moved 
with the remainder of my fonre against the enemy. They retiAid as 1 
advanced ; they were driven first across the river Turnuk, and then 
across «he Urghundab, They would not allow out Infantry to come in 
contact with them. On the 9th, we got near enough to open our guns 
upon them with great effect ; they were soon broken and fled ; my want 
of good Cavalry saved them from being totally destroyed ; they were 
dispersed in every direction. 

“ During a march of five days, oppo.sed to 12,000 of the enemy, who 
had upwards of GOOO well-mounted CJavalry, continually moving rAund 
our column, not a camel was tiikcii or a paiticle of baggage lost. The 
troojis marched without tents, both officers and men, and the conduct 
of my Artillery and Infantry was c.vcelleiit. 

I think this dispersion of the rebel force will have the best cfi'ect, €Ts^ 
it will convince the inhabitants that the chiefs cannot face us in the field 
with any chance of success. I am now doing all in my power to con- 
ciliate the villagers, and to induce them to return to the cultivation of 
their lands, and to live in peace under the assurance of protection. 

*4 During *’my absence, a strong detachment of the enemy made an 
attempt on the city, and succeeded in burning one of the gates, hut 
they were repulsed with great loss by the gallantry (jf the troops in 
garrison, under the command of Major Lane, of the 2d Regiment N. I., 
whose report shall be forwarded for the information of (Toveriiinent by 
the first opportunity. 

t I am, \c. 

W . XoTT, yiajor Grjterat, 

Corndy. of Candahar 
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The report of Major Lane, referred to in the concluding passage of 
General Nott^s letter, is here given. It should be stated, by way of 
preface, that the garrison left with Major Lane, consistefl only of some 
details of Her Majesty’s 4bth llegt., the 2d Regt. Bengal N. I., some 
of the Shah’s Infantry, and a small proportion of Artillery, 


From Major C. R. W. ITane, *Comdg. Cqndahar Garrison^ to Captaf^i 
Scott. Major of Brigade , Candahar, Vlth Marche 1842, 

“ Sill, — For the information of Major General Nott, commanding, 

1 have the honor to report the following particulars of^an attack made 
upon Candahar on the night of the 10th instant. 

“During' the forenoon of the above date, large bodies of the enemy, \ 
horse and foot, were observed assembling from all quarters, taking irp a 
position near old Candahar and the adjoining villages ; and in the course 
of the day their number rapidly increased, parties from the main body 
moving round and establishing themselves in front of the Shikarpore 
gate. As their object was evidently to attack the garrison, the Political 
Agent directed the inhabitants to shut tluir shops and remain within 
their houses, and precautions \vere taken to secure the gates by piling 
bags of "grain inside. 

“ About 8 o’clock p. m., a de.sperate attack was made upon the Herat 
gate, and owing to the darkness of the night, some combustibles were 
placed near it and ignited unperceived, and in a few minutes the gate 
was in flames. I immediately ordered a party of 100 rank and file from 
the 2d Regiment, and a corajiany from the Shah’s 1st Infantry, to sup- 
port the guard at the gate, and two guns w^erc also placed in position 
commanding the entrance. 

“ Dense masses of the enemy had now collected at this point, keeping 
up an incessant and heavy fire, which was returned with great effect 
from the ramparts, but so reckless and daring were the assailants, 
that notwithstanding the fearful havoc among them, eight or ten men 
•'actually forced their w^ay. by tearing down the burning fragments of the 
gate, and scrambling over the bags of grain ; these were instantly shot, 
and their fate, together with the galling fire from the walls, dismayed 
the attacking party, who retired about midnight, after four hours’ re- 
solute fighting. 

“ Another attack took place at the Shikarpore gate about‘'9 p. M.,»und 
a similar attempt was made to fire it, which, however, failed, and 
the assailants were driven back ; a small party also approached the Ca- 
bool gate, but the garrison being every where on the alert, the enemy 
was compelled to retire about 1 o’clock a. m. of the 11th, and when 
the day broke, not a soul was visible. 

“ The guards over the several gates were so completely sheltered, 
that not a single casualty occurred, w^hilst the well-directed and destruc- 
tive fire which was maintained for nearly four hours, must have done 
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great execution. Upwards of fifty dead bodies were found in and near 
the Herat gate, and from the determined assault of the enemy who 
came close up to the walls, their loss must have been immense ; report 
estimates it at* 1000 killed and wounded, ajjd I am informed by Major 
llawlinson. Political Agent, that Prince Sufter Jung, Meerza Ahmed, 
and otluT Sirdars were present, encouraging the assaiknts. 

“ A considerable quantity of grain was unavoidably destroyed at the 
Herat gate, but as it presented a strong barrier, I trust the sacrifice 
will be considered unimportant. Thidh gate*has been built up, and the 
others have been temporarily barricaded with grain bags. 

Before concluding my report, I w'ould beg to acknowledge the 
valuable assistance rendered me on this occasion by Major Hawlinson, 
Political Agei/n and Captain Ripley, Fort Adjutant. The exertions of 
every officer and soldier in garrison were unremitting, and it affords me 
infinite pleasure to bear testimony to the admirable condufct of all par- 
tic* during the attack. I have, &c. 

CiiAs. H. W. Lank, Major, 
Conidg. Candahar Garrison 

t 

/\KS*stated by Major Lane,4:he enemy broke up their encampment in the 
night, and immediately sent, from their place of retreat, to the^ Political 
Agent, proposing terms. These were not accepted. The rebels did not, 
however, return to the attack on (candahar, but contented themselves 
with plundering the well-disposed villagers in the neighbourhood. To 
put an end to these attacks u])on the defenceless. General Nott sent 
out Colonel Wymer, with an adequate force, and had shortly the satis- 
faction of receiving from that officer, a report of his movements. This 
report is subjoined, preceded by the commendatory dispatch which the 
General addressed to the Government on the occasion of announcing 
( Vdonel Wymer's successes : — 


From Major General W. Nott, Commanding at Candahar, to T. H. 
Maddock, FiSq ., Secretary to the Government of India, Cal(nitta, Can- 
dahar, 2Sth March, 184*2. 

• 

“ Sir, — Having deemed it desirable to detach a Brigade under the 
command of Lieutenant Colonel Wymer.ffor the double purpose of 
foraging, and giving protection to the numerous villages on the left 
bank of the Urghundab river, against the marauding system adopted 
by the rebel army, commanded by Prince Suftur Jung and other 
Affghaji chiefs ; I have now the honor to forward to you, for the in- 
formation of the Right Hon’ble the Governor- General of India, a report 
from that officer of an attack made on his detachment, and of tbii 
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complete defeat of the enemy, I have ascertained that their loss was 
great, and that tevcral of their chiefs were killed and wounded, while 
our loss was comparatively trifling. • 

On my arrival on tlje field, I w'as pleased with' the judicious 
arrangements made by Lieutenant Colonel Wymer ; and the cool and 
determined manner in which he oi)posed the enemy and protected his 
convoy did credit to our arms, and I beg leave to bring him under the 
favorable notice of Government. « 

“ The enemy was finallj^ driveni across tlj.c Urghundab in the greatest 
confusion, and with very considerable loss. TJie Artillery and Infantry 
distinguished themselves. 

I have, &c. 

W. Nott, Major-General} 

Commanding at Candahar'* 


From Lieutenant Colonel G. P. Wymer. Commanding Detachment, to 
Capt. Scott, Major of Brigade, Catidahar. ('amp. Baba Wullee, ^11 th 
March, 1842. 

“ Sir, — I have the honor to rej)ort foi the information of^ Major 
General Nott, commanding at Candahar, that in obedience to his in- 
^ structions, I marched from that place with 

the force noted in the margin on the morning 
of the 25th instant, with the intention of fo- 
raging for the Cavaliy and cattle at the village 
of Scikhchulah ; but on receiving a report 
from Captain J3allas, that the country there- 
abouts had recently been foraged over, and the 
water turned off by the enemy, he suggested the advantage to be derived 
by a' move upon Baba Wullee, which was adopted. On reaching 
that place, I sighted the rebel camp on the opposite side of the Urghun- 
dab, distant about four miles, and large bodies of Cavalry grazing 
their horses between it and the river. I continued my march to 
the spot selected for my erica m])ment, and shortly after reaching it at 
half- past 10 or 11, a large body of the enemy's Cavalry was observed, 
forming and occupying the Pass in my rear ; on which 1 reinforced the 
rear guard with two guns and a wing of the 38th N. I., placing the con- 
voy under the hills in the rear, and protecting its front and flanks 
with the force at my disposal, which had hardly been elftbted, when 
finding the force above mentioned fast increasing, I deemed it highly 
necessary to move Imck fc# their dispersion, taking with me two Horse 
Artillery guns under Lieut. Turner, the 38th Regiment, and a party of 
Skinner's Horse under liieut. Travers, detaching two Companies 38th 
Regiment to drive the enemy from the tops of some low hills they 
had crowned with horsemen on my left, which was speedily done, 
and the well-directed fire from Lieutenant Turner’s guns soon drove 
in the body of the enemy collected on the Pass, commanded, I am told. 


1 Troop Shah*s H, Arty. 
^ ,, Haldane’s Horso 

I ,, Lecson’s Horse. 

J6th Regt. Bengal N. I. 
38th Regt. ditto. 

‘2nd 8hah’s itegl. 



COLONEL WYMERS DISPATCH. 


197 


by Salloo Khan and raj Mahomed, who moved round to join the party 
then threateiiini^ the right flank of the convoy. On tMs I retraced my 
steps, and rejoined the canvoy, which had been left under Lieut. Col. 
McLaren’s chafge during my absence, and who had dislodged a third 
body of the enemy from the enclosed gardens and villages in his front 
with a ])art of the 16th Regiment. On my reaching the convoy, 1 
directed Captain Macau, commanding the Shah’s 2d Regiment, to move 
his corps, supported by two guns and the half of Leeson’s Horse under 
Ensign Chamberlain, against the party ftn the* right flank, which move- 
ment had been partly executed, when the force under the Major General’s 
personal command arrived to my support, at the time when the party of 
(Cavalry under Ensign Chamberlain received a partial check from an 
overpowering l’.#dy of the enemy, and that officer was severely wound- 
ed, and Lieut. Travers .^jlightly, who acted in concert with him. 

“ Enclosed I have the honor to forward a return of thd killed and 
woi?..ded on the occasion , and to express ray entire a])probation of 
the conduct of all officers and men engaged in the action. 

I trust I may be permitted to bring to the Major General’s notice, 
the admirable practice of the Artillery under Lieut. Turner’s guidance, 
evny shot from which told with beautiful effect upon the tlense masses 
of th^ €Hemy. * 

To Lieut. Waterfield, Adjutant 38th Regiment, who acted as my 
Personal Staff’ on the occasion, I am much indebted for the very able 
mamuT in which he conducted the various duties assigned him. 

• I have, &c. 

G. P, Wymkii, lAetitennnt-Colonel^ 

Comma nding Detuchmert t * * 


Return of Killed, W imnded, and of Ihe Detachment under (he Command of Jjieut - 

Colonel WvMiiR, in the eni^agement uiih the Knemu, near Balm IVnllee, on the ^bth 
Instant. • 

Camp Bala H al/i'e, ^?th March, 1842. 


Killed. ! Wounded. 


I IVlissiug. 
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** Grand Total of killed, wounded and missing, forty-two (*2) Officers and Men, 
and IB Horses. i 

** Doing duty with detachment 1st Irregular Bengal Cavalry, Lieutenant 'ITavcru, 
2nd Regiment Bengal N, L, slightly. ' 

** Doing duty with detachiaent 8hah*s let Cavalry, Knsign N*. B. riiambeilain, 
l6th ditto, severely. 

G. P. W\MF.R, Lteut. Col. 

Commanding Detachment. 

While General Nott tL us sVilfuUy maintained his position at Can> 
dahar, the Political Officers in Scinde were taking measures to reinforce 
him with a part of the troops sent from Bombay. A proportion of 
these troops, under the command of Major General (England of Her 
Majesty's 41st Hegt. (successor to Major General Brookes,) consisting of 
Her Majesty’s 41st Regt., two regiments of Bombay Native Infantry, a 
regiment of Bombay Light Cavalry, some Horse and Foot Artillery, had 
made their way, with little interruption through the Bolan Pass to Quetta, 
leaving the remainder of the force, and a convoy under Major Simmons 
of Her Majesty's 41st Regt. at Dadur, to fallow a few days subsequently. 
On arriving at Quetta, Major General England finding that a halt would 
probably subject the troops to some inconvenience, from the difficulty 
of obtaining forage in sufficient abundance, determined to move on to 
Candahar. And here, in the absence of the dispatch detailing cir- 
cumstantially the adventures attending this movement, an excellent 
summary is borrowed from tlie “ Bombay Times ** — a Journal that has 
established a heavy claim upon the reading community, for the pains 
taken by the Editor to accumulate facts connected with the war in 
Affghanistaii. 

* “ The force,” says the Bombay Tbnes, “ which marched from Quetta on 
the 26th, consisted of 4 guns of the horse brigade, (Leslie's) — 1 troop 
of the 3rd Light Cavalry, 5 companies of H. M. 41st, 6 comps, of the 
light battalion N. I., with 50 Poonah horse : these having in charge a 
convoy of 4J- lakhs of treasure, medical stores, and ammunition for Caii- 
dahar, with 1500 camels, besides other beasts of burthen. *^rhe object 
of the advance was to get into a part of the country where forage for 
the camels and cattle could be procured — there to await the arrival of 
the remainder of the convoy, consisting of the other companies of H. M. 
41st, details of the 6th and 21st N. 1. with 9 lakhs of treasure, and 
2000 camels which left Dadur on the 28th March, and reached Quetta 

on the 4th April. The village of Hykulzye, 31 miles east of*^Quetta, 
was ttie j)lace selected for the halt, which was expected to have amount- 
ed to about ten days, when the Brigade under Major Simmons would 
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have joined, it \va.s supposed about the 7th : tlie force, by the time 
amounting to above 2500 men, were then to have proceeded together, 
llykulzye was reached on. the morning of the 28th. Some slight skir- 
mishing had taken place on the 26th, but no^serious obstruction or an- 
noyance had been offered on our advance. A number of stragglers 
appeared upon the hills, but from all that was known there was no rea- 
.son to suspect these of being any thing other than roving mountaineers, 
or marauders generally ^o placed to watch our movements in every part 
(ff the ciHintry. So stern and inviolable was^the silence maintained in 
reference to the intentions of the insurgents, that though General 
England had been received with the utmost cordiality and kindness by 
the chief men of Hykulzye, only six miles from the Pass, where the 
most strenuous jxertions had for two months been making to construct 
barricades now^ completed, not a word was whispered as to there being 
any intention what(‘ver to interrupt our progress, even by' tln^sc who 
ap])?“ently were most interested and anxious for our success. Not only 
must the construction and condition of the field-works have been gener- 
ally known to the whole country around, but the chiefs who when 
closely questioned, professed the most absolute ignorance on the subject, 
mi)«t (jave been aw.are that at the very moment they were making the 
mo^l fi;jendly and cordial professions of confidence, Mahomed Sedeez, the 
leader of the insurgents south of Candahar, was strongly posted on the 
hills close by, with the view of obstructing our advance. I'his furnishes 
striking proof of our total want of information beyond the line of our 
picquets, as well as of the extent and compactness of the combination 
against us. As our force proceeded, it became apparent that the insur- 
gents were prepared to offer us a determined resistance on tlie rising 
ground which flanked the line of march on our right, and completely 
commanded the road along which the Brigade must pass. 

“ A detachment consisting of four light companies from H. M. 41st 
and the 2oth and 21st N. I., were ordered to charge in link (not in 
column,) up the hill, and storm the breast-work on its summit ; these 
amounted in all to 180 men, — while the remaining portion of the wing 
of the 41st, 220 strong, under cover of four of Capt. Leslie’s guns with 
about 70 men, covered the attack. The remainder of the force, about 
600 strong, remained in charge of the baggage, and were, in fact, con- 
sidering its bulkiness, not more than sufficient for its protection. Until 
the head of the storming party reached the crest of the exterior de- 
fences, the strength of the enemy was completely concealed from us by 
their field w'orks, which consisted of a succession of breast-works, im- 
proved by a ditch and abattis ; the ditch is said to have been filled with 
thorns, and the first outwork to have been commanded by a flanking 
fire. So soon as we got close up to them, a dense and determined mass 
burst out with such fury on our men, that wdth the advantage of the 
rising ground, of a fire maintained with singular steadiness, precision, 
and eff'jct from their other works, and of overwhelming number in their 
favour, the contest quickly became so unequal that the storming party 
were unable to keej) their ground. Here Capt. May of the 41st was 
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fchot (lead ; 1 6 of his men also fell. So soon as they began to retire 
down the hill, a‘ party of about 100 Cavalry, of which 400 had just 
before arrived from Candahar, and seem, qonsidering their number, 
on all hands to have beep admitted to be the most formidable body 
of the sort yet seen, dashed round the flank of the hill and burst with 
the utmost impetuosity on our rear. Major Apthorp, of the 20th N. I., 
who was on foot covering the retreat, was here cut down : his skull was 
literally laid open, his left arm was nearly sevej-ed above the elbow, and 
he was covered with othAc w'oiMfids. A Jemedar and two sepoys gal- 
lantly brought him ofl*: lie lingered till the morning of the 30th. 
The reserve formed square at the bottom of the hill to cover the return 
and receive the horse, while the storming party the moment they 
reached the plain, also formed square about 250 yarik^s to the left of 
the other, and there gidlantly resisted every attempt to break them. 
I’he enemy' are admitted by every one to have behaved to admiration ; 
their plans were ably laid, and bravely executed. So audacious diad 
they become, that many of them were bayoiiettcd close outside the 
squares. Home idea may be formed of the obstinacy with which the 
contest was condiicted from the amount of the casualties : out of 470 
who were engaged, 27 were killed, and 71 wounded, 98 in all— above 
one- fifth. The enemy’s losses are unkilovvii, but must have been 
.<!eveie they confess to 30 killed and 50 wounded: they fouglit with 
all the fury of religious zealots, determined to conquer or to perish. 
Tiie ofllccrs admit that a liettcr sustained fire they have rarely scon : 
and that the Cavalry as Irregulars could hardly be surpassed. The 
whole affair was one of three minutes. Having found that our squares 
were not to be broken, the Atfghans rapidly retired, but in perfect 
order. After having received this j)artial check, and with the difficulty 
of the ground, the strength of the enemy’s position, as well as of his 
force^ now developed, it seemed to General England vain to attempt a 
renewal of the contest, and it was therefore resolved on to move by the 
right to the ruined village of Bozar, three miles to the N. E., in which 
direction the baggage was first ordered to proceed. The troops accord- 
ingly moved across the j)laiii in echcllon of squares, the Artillery protect- 
ing them ])y alternate guns, and the whole covered by as good a display 
of Cavalry as could, under the circumstances, be commanded. The 
whole of this operation was conducted in a manner so steady and soldier- 
like, that the (iiu'iny, though closely watching an npjiortunity of attack, 
left them wholly unmolested, both during the march and in the position 
they to()k up overnight. A fearful storm of rain and thundfet burst sut 
shortly after the troops had taken up their quarters ; as if the very 
elements had combined to warn us back upon our path. 

** It was at this time discovered, that the body of 400 Cavalry already 
mentioned had arrived the previous day from Candahar, that 500 more 
had lately come in from Shorowark and SShawl, and that Meerza, a 
chief of Aieckran, liad joined with 100 of the best men of his tribe — the 
total number of about 2000, at which the force was estimated, having 
been made u]) by the adjoining villagers and the Atchuckzie horsemen 
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formerly of our service. On the morning of the 29th, it became aji- 
jiarcnt, that the insurgents had during the night been joined by trooj)S 
of armed peasants, and that arrangements on a much more extensive 
scale than that "of the preceding day were bf^ng made to resist us. It 
also became evident, that the object of the force having moved in 
this direction would be completely frustrated, from the Peslieen vidley, 
to which they had looked for supplies, being entirely in tlie hands of the 
enemy. It was likewisf^ manifest, that the heights could not be forced 
without incurring the risk of ^cvere Iossl^ whi'Sh no advantages our suc- 
cess promised could compensate to us. In truth, under the jiresent 
circumstances, a successful advance would have been of comparatively 
little avail, when after this a week of delay must still occur before the 
convoy under M^ijor Simmons could overtake the lirigade. The only 
thing that remained to be done was. to retrograde on Quetta ; and tins 
movement, which was commenced on the 29th, was carrieef into elFcct 
wit^ - the greatest success. On arriving at the Nooghee Pass, eight miles 
from Quetta, and three from Kooc-klack, (by which latter name it is de- 
signated in most of the itineraries), the didicult ground was found oc- 
cupied by the Kakurs, who had stopped all cornmunicaticui after the 
second .days* march ; and our army moved round the hill to obtain an 
easii 1 n^iite. A number of tAcse marauders still continuing on the crest 
of the hill, following the line of our march, and annoying us witji their 
lire, the grenadier company of the 41st was detached against tlicm ; — 
they rushed up the steep, charged, and dispersed them in a moment 
witlioui’ loss, wounding multitudes, and leaving thirteen of the enemy 
(lead on the ground. The Brigade returned safely into Cantonments on 
the afternoon of the 31st.” 

The retreat is admitted to have been conducted with great skill, but 
the policy of the advance has been disputed. It was alleged to have 
been made in dehance of the wishes of Major Outram and Lieut. Harn- 
mcrsley, the Political Officers in Scinde. 

On reaching Quetta, Generjd Enghmd immediately commenced en- • 
trenching himself, pending the receipt of instructions from General Nott, 
and the junction of the brigade under Major Simmons. We leave 
him there to pursue the course of events in the neighbourliood of Jella- 
lab{)|{l. 

Major General Pollock joined the large force placed under his com- 
mand in the month of February. That it was competent, whether its 
strength and efficiency or the spirit by which every soldier was animated 
he considered, to the important and interesting duty for which it had 
been eqifippcd, the sequel fully established ; but there was a difficul- 
ty about its first movements, arising from the absence of a sufficiency of 
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ciiriiage. 'i’lie Commissariat at Fcrozcporo {iiid Upper India, generally 
had the greatest trouble in i)rocuriug camels and camel drivers : the 
sources of supply had been nearly exhausted by the mar^di to, and con- 
tinued occupation of, Aifghariislan, and the drivers entertained a lively 
liorror of a country, whence their professional bretliren were daily re- 
turning bereft of tlicir toes, fingers, etc., the effects of a Ca])nl winter, or 
tlie revengeful cruelties of Yhc Afr’ghans. Ncverthcle.^s, General Pollock 
felt himself in a condition to take the field, for on the 2Gth of February, we 
find him issuing tlu; following, liis first, order, to the assembled troops : — 

“ Camp, Kainulsur, '26th Feb . — The Major-General Commanding 
deems it ad'/isablc to notify to the troops in Camj), that circumstances 
may occur, which will render an advance on .Tellalabad imperatively 
necessary. Major General Sir R. Sale, C. R., has with his usual gfdlan- 
try, determined to hold this position to the last moment, and the trooj)s 
under his command arc cheerfully prepared for the contest. 'Phe 
lieroic conduct of this little band has attraeti‘d universal attention, and 
every soldier will naturally feel tiie greatest symj)at by in their sufferings 
and privatic>ns, and an eager desire to he instrumental in checting 
lljcir relief. 

“ Sir R. Sale reports, that his men are in excellent spirits, and that every 
arrangement has been made to withstand a siege. 

“ Success ill relieving tlicse troops will raise for this i'orev the ad- 
miration and gratitude of all India, and the Major-General (kmimanding, 
feels assured, that OHicers and men will cheerfully make any sacrifices to 
attain so uohle an object. He therefore now calls uj)oii the liriga- 
diers to assemide the (’ommanding Officers under their orders, and de- 
termine on the least (piantity of baggage, and the smallest number 
of (’amp followers, with which their Regiment can advance. The suc- 
cess of this cntcrjirise will greatly depend ujaiii the quantity of baggage 
taken, as from tlie nature of the country between ilellalabad, the line 
most consistent, with security, must be as little encumbered as jiossihle. 

" Major-General (knnmanding, trusts, that the confidence he feels 
in the trotqis will be repaid by their confidence in Jiini. The soldiers 
may lest assured, that his tliouglits arc constantly engaged in ensuring 
them pnnisious, and .seeiiriiig their comforts ; and they may be convinc- 
ed. lluit they will never be called ujioii by him, to niakft- useless /^a- 
enfiee.'-, or to undergo unnecessary hardships. 

“ Arrangements will he made for placing such baggage as may he left 
heliind, in jicrfeet security at Peshawur. 

“ 'Phis order is to be read to each regiment, on parade, and at the head 
of each conijiany at two successive parades, taking care, that all men 
ah>('nt on duty, or otherwise, may be informed. , 

“ 'Phe ui rangements made by tlic Brigadiers, will be communictited to 
the Major General Commanding, early as piacirahlc.’' 
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From ciiusos to this moment unexplained, the advance did not take 
place at the period indicated. Whether, as frequenfly alleged at tlie 
time, it was considered preferable to bargain with the Khyberces for au 
uninterrupted march through the Pass, or \thether Lord Ellenborough, 
the Govcr*"or General, who had succeeded Lord Auckland on the :28th 
February, then privately countermanded the expedition, — or whether the 
carriage department wSs still inefficiej^t, th^ troops continued inactive 
until the ensuing April. F/arly in tliat month, however, the lirst stej) 
was taken in advance for tlie relief of the garrison of .fellalabad, anil we 
now come to a j)eriod of the history of the campaign, when the labours 
of the narrator arc almost entirely superseded by the industry of the 
despatch writers. Nearly every event occurring between tins date, until 
the’f.nal evacuation of the country, is riicorded in the otlicial communica- 
tions of the military cliiefs. I'liey are presented to the reader with the 
Notifications which the Government of India, in the fulness of Itn jov, 

published to the world by w^iy of iiitroductiou. 

(• 

“ Notijicatioii, Secret Department Jlead Quarters, lienart%, April 
19th, 184*2. — The Governor General has much satisfaction in comimi- 
nicatin^ to tlie Army, the following Despatch from .Major (leiierai 
Pollock, C. JL, aunoiiucing the successful advance of tlie Troops under 
the Major General’s cominaiid into the Khyber Pa^s. and the evacuation 
by the enemy of the fort of All Mnsjid. 

The Governor General has been much gratified hy the uiiilonn tes- 
timony borne hy all the Othcers engaged, to the zeal, the gallantry and 
the per>evcranee of all the Troops of Her Majesty, ami of the (hwern- 
nieiit of India, which liad the good fortune to ha\e tins »)j)portninty of 
distinguibliiiig tliomselvcs before the Atl’ghaii enemy, and his Lonl.^hij) 
doubts not that the continued exercise of these, tlie accustomed mili- 
tary (jualities of the India Army, wall produce their accustomed result 
in the achievement of new honor and of new victories. 

“ The Governor General deems it to bo due to the Troops of the Ma- 
harajah Shcre Sing to express his entire .satisfaction with their comlucL 
as reported to liiin, and to iiilbrm the Army, tliat the loss sustained hy 
the Sikhs ii^the assault of the Pass, which was forced by tliem, i.^ nmlcr- 
?td()(l to have been eiiual to that sustained by the Troops of Her Majesty, 
and of the Government of India. 

4'he Governor General has instructed his Agent at the Court of tlie 
Maharajah, to oiler his congratulations to His Highness on this occasion, 
so honorable to the ISikli arms. 

By order of the Right Hon’ble the Govr. Gcnl. 

T. H. Mai'idock, 

Sect/, to thr Govt, of India with the Govr. Gent.' 



‘J04 IfmCIN'Ii Tin-, KIIYBliU I’ASS, 

To T. H. Maddock, Esq. 

Secy, to the Govt. Political Dept., 

Dated Campy Lalla Chcency near Ali Musjidy ^ih^ApriU 1842. 

“ Sin, — It is with feelings of much gratification, 1 have the honor to 
re])ort for the information of the Right Hon’blc the Governor General 
in Council, the following detail of operations undertaken and carried 
into effect against the Afreedies. 

'1 i* 

“ Yesterday morning, at half past three; the troops were under arms, 
the Camp struck, and according to arrangements previously made, the 
treasure, ammunition, and baggage placed on the road, leading from 
Jumrood towards the entrance of the Khyber Pass. 

“ The enemy had, for some days, appeared in great numbers at the 
mouth of the Pass, which they had fortified with a strong breast- work of 
stone and bushes. The hills on the right and left were rocky and pre- 
cipitous, presenting great natural obstacles to the ascent of troops. To 
gain the summit of these heights, defended as they were by a numerous 
body of the cneny, was an undertaking of considerable dilhculty. 

" The columns destined to accomplish this most important object 
moved off simultaneously with the main column intended to assault the 
entrance, but were com])clled to make a considerable detour to the right 
and left to enable them to commence the ascent. 

‘‘ The right column consisting of the troops f 4 Cos. H. M. 9th Foot, 
detailed in the margin, under the command of< 4 Cos. 26th N. I. 
Lieutenant Colonel Taylor, H. M.’s 9th Foot L4 Cos. C4th N. I. 
and Major Anderson, 64th Native Infantry, 

The left column under the command of fd ('os. H. M. 9th Foot. 
Lieutenant Colonel Moseley and Major Huish J 4 Cos. 26th N. I. 
commenced their ascent ; led by Capt. Ferris's, | 4 (yos. 64th N. I. 
Regiment of Jezailchces. Both columns after (^400 Jezailchees. 
considerable opposition, which they overcame in the most gallant style, 

. succeeded in routing the enemy, and gaining possession of the crest of 
the hills on either side. While the flanking columns were in pro- 
gress on the heights, 1 ordered Captain Alexander, in command of the 
Artillery, to place the guns in position, and to throw shrapnel among 
the enemy when opportunity offered, which assisted much in their dis- 
comfiture. As Lieutenant Col. Taylor, from the oppositicxn he had met 
with, and the extremely difficult nature of the ground f Grenadiers H*. M. 
was some time in reaching the summit of the hill< 9th Foot, and 
on the right, I detached a party under the commjind h 6 Cos. 53d N. I. 
of Brigadier Wild to assault in front ; it was, however, so extremely 
steep near the top, that notwithstanding the undaunted gallantry of the 
Officers and men, they were unable to gain a footing on the summit, 
and, I regret to say, the enemy urerc enabled to throw stones, With fatal 
effect, upon the leading Grenadiers of the 9th Foot. 
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Finding the* heights in onr possession, I now advanced the main 
column to the meuth of the Pass, and commenced destroying the bar- 
rier which the enemy had evacuated on perceiving their position was 
turned. * 

“ A portion of the right and left column being left to keep the 
heights, under the command of Lieut. Colonel Moseley and Major 
Anderson respectively, Major Huish and Lieut. -Colonel Taylor con- 
tinued their advance tc»crown the hills in front, and on each side, which 
were covered with the enemy, who ap^ared^determined to contest every 
incli of ground; but nothing could resist the gallantry of our troops, who 
carried every thing before them. 

“ A positior*of considerable strengtli above tlie bridge now remained 
to be carried, and again the Jezailchees were conspicuous in forcing the 
enemy to relinquish their strong-holds Crowning partiea»having taken 
possession of these heights, all opposition on the part of the enemy may 
b. said to havt; ceased, as no large body of them has since come in sight. 
The nature of the an*angcmerits made for the protection of baggage will 
be best understood when 1 state, that not a single baggage animal has 
falleii into the hands of the enemy. 

• 

“ lifnow remains for me to perform the jdcasing duty of stating how 
much I feel indebted to the Officers and men, comprising Ahe force 
under my command, for their zeal, devotion, and unflinching valour 
in the^])erformance of the very arduous duty which they have so nobly 
executed. 

“ From Major-General McCaskill, K. H. Commanding the Infantry 
Division, and who was on this occasion commanding the roar guard, 1 
have received every assistance, as likewise from Tlrigadicr Wild and 
Brigadier White.* To Lieut. -Colonel Taylor, K. II., my warmest ac- 
knowledgments are due for the spirit, coolness, and judgment with 
which lie discharged the duties entrusted to him. When Officers and 


* The following dispatcheb wt re not published fir .'.omctinio after the above. 

To T. If MAonorK, I’su 

Sf’crclari/ to Gournivmt, Pnhtirnt Dcptnlmml 

“Sin, — As I am doubtful if the originals, of which the enclosed arc cupiis, ever reached you, 
I am induced to forward the copies, and take this opportunity of btating, that on the jtli of Ajiril tlso 
.30th llegiine]^ ascended the he'ght at the entrance of the Pass, and reached the suininit under 
drigadicr Wild. I ohhged to advance before the party did reach the summit, and was not 
aware that they h.id done so, till informed of it two or three days ago Viy Ungadier Wild. 

JvUtillahad, 2111 May, 1812." Gr.oRc;v: Poi.i.ock, Major Geneiai. 

To T. II. Maudock Esa. 

Srcrrlary to Govrrnmcnt. 

“ Sin, — Tn continuation of my despatch of the Oth instant, 1 have now the honor to enclose a 
return oj Casualties which took place on flic 5tli and 6th, that of tlie latter date occurred in 
taking possession of Ali Musjul 1 am hn])py to say the amount of our loss is trifling, cunHidcnug 
the very great opposition wc experieneed from the enoiny 
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men, l!luroj)eiiii Hiitl Native, have all so gallantly performed their duty, 
it is difficult to s^dect the names of particular individuals ; but I cannot 
omit tlie names of those who so admirably led the troops to storm 
the heights; viz.; Lieut. -Colonel Moseley, G4th N. I., Major Huish, 
‘iCthN. I., Major Anderson, C4thN. 1., and Captain Ferris, Command- 
ing the Jczailchees, whose conduct excited the delight and admiration 
of all who beheld them. Indeed I consider much of the success of the 
day to be attributable to their gallantry, skill, and perseverance in the 
most difficult descriptions ^'f warfare. * 

“ 1 have also to express my satisfaction with the manner in which the 
Artillery was served by Captain Alexander, Commanding. The precision 
with which shrapnel was thrown, caused considerable loss to the enemy. 

“ To Captain Ponsonby, my Assistant -Adjutant General, (’aptain 
Codrington, Assistant Quarter- Master General, Captain Macadam, De- 
puty Judge Advocate General, and to Lieut. Pollock, my Aid-de-camp, 
I am much indebted for communicating my orders at different times enur- 
ing the day. 

** The troops bivouacked about a mile from Ali Musjid, which place I 
had intended attaching to-day, but early this morning tlie fort was evacu- 
ated, the enemy carrying off the mountain guns which had been brought 
from Mahomed Akl)ar’s cam]). The fort isjnow in our possessioir. 

** I cannot conclude the dis|)atch, without requesting that ye/Xi will 
bring to‘'^t!ie j)articular notice of the (Tovernor General in Council, the 
very great assistance I have received from Captains Mackesun and 
Lawrence. 


“ In niy last coiniimnicatioii 1 inadvertently uinittad to mention tliu name of Lieutenant Joliii 
Hceher, acting Field Kiiginoer, and have to request you will bring to the notice ol the Kight 
Honorable the (i. (i in Council the very essential services rendered by that ullieer in clearing the 
Pass of the impediments constructed by the enemy, which he did with a degree ot celerity, not- 
withstaiitliiig Ihiir strength and difliculty of removal, that elicited iny wunueat sfili.daction. 

I have 

Okohol PULI.Ul K, 

Ltilla C/tanee nvar Alt Mii^Jul, 7th Apiii, 1812. Major Ucnl. Commimding in AffyhantAtan. 

Return of Kitted, Wounded, and MiMiny of the troops under the Command of Maiur 
(Jrneral Foi.mkk, on the bth Apnl 1812. 


1 

1 

Killed. 

1 

i 

stall', ; 

t) 

1 

0 

H. M.*s IHh Foot, .. .. ..! 

8 

33 

0 

20th Native liiraiitiy, 

2 

20 

1 

3()lii Native liit'aiitry, .. 


J3 

I 

3.‘W Kogiinent Native Iiilanliy, 

0 

2 

1 

Kegiment Native lut’aiitiy. 

1 

1 

J 

tilth llej;uiuMit Native liil'aiiliy, 

0 

S 

1 

JO 

.fezailchee Ke<riiiieiit, 

J 

' 2(1 


(ilOKOl I’oNSONBV. Vuj\ln 
A*t'i'>lanl Adjutant ii 
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(.'rtptain Mackcsou’a knowletipfe of the localities was invaluable to 
inc, l)y enabling him to i)oint our those heights which required to be 
crowned, lloth these Officers came into the ground which I now occupy. 
(Captain l/awreiice returned to Peshawur yesjerday, and Captain Macke- 
von proceeds with the force. 

“ Cm "ain Sir Richinorid Shakespear volunteered his services to ac- 
comj>aiiy laeut. Col. Taylor as Ids A. D. C., and took command of the 
men lately composing tfie garrison of Ali Musjid ; his exertions through- 
out the day were most consyicuoiis aiiH unceasing. 

“ I must here observe, that from the character of the o]jerations, and 
the very great numbers of the enemy, estimated at about 10,000, 
1 found the force under my command numcriciJly deficient, and in con- 
seciuence the t*f)ops suffered severely from excessive fatigue. 

“ There were some of the enemy's horse in the vicinity of Ali Mus- 
jid, but 1 regret they did not wait for Brigadier White aiifl his Brigade 
toViakc an examjde of them.’* 

1 have the honor to be, &c. 

Geo. Pollock, Major General, 
Commanding in Affghinistan . 

• 

’ P , S. — I herewith fonvard reports from Officers commanding de- 
tached parties, ’out have not yet received the return of the cj^sualties, 
which shall be sent to-morrow. I am haj)py to say, our loss has been 
much below what could possibly have been expcct(‘d,’* 


From lAeni. Colonel. A. B. Tayloji, to Captain PoNSONiii', Ass'isfant 
Adjutant General. cSc., Dated Camp 7icar Ali Musjid, iUh April, 

1842. 

“ Sill, — I have to report for the information of Major (xeneral Pollock, 
Lieut. Col. I'aylor’s riaht ad- C. B., Commanding the l^rccs in Affghani- 
stan, that agreeably to his instructions, the 
columns entrusted to my command (as detail- 
ed in margin) for the heights on the rigllt 
of the entrance to the Khyber Pass were 
formed at day-break on the 5th instant in 
three divisions of four Companies each, jiro- 
100 Jazailchces (Mackc'hoii’b.) tcctcd on the right ffaiik by a Squadron of Her 
]V4ajesty*& ^d Light Dragoons under Lieut. Unet, and in this order with 
skirmishers and supports in front advanced, driving a considerable body 
of the enemy u]) the hills, which were scaled and crowned in spite of 
a determined opposition. This effected, the troops moved to their left 
to clear the Sungahs commanding the entrance to the Pass, which were 
abandoned on our approach, the enemy suffering severely in their re- 
treat. ,Major Anderson, as directed, remained on the heights with his 
column, reinforced by one Company of H. M. 9th Foot and two Com- 
panies of 2Gth N. I., under Cajit. Gahan of the latter C’orps, whilst 


vaiicc column. 

(.'os. H. M. 9tli Fool, 

Ditto ‘26th N. Inty. 

Major Anderson’s rear rijjlit 
hank coluQin. 

^ Comp. H. M. ‘Jth Foot. 

4‘ Comps. 64th N. Infy. 
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I descended with the remainder to carry into eiFect the ulterior plan ot 
operations of the Major General, in clearing off the enemy from their 
positions on the right of the road to Ali Musjid, which was finally 
accomjjlishcd, though obstinate resistance was offered on several 2 )oints, 
especially over the Bridge where the enemy had concentrated in force. 
Having been reinforced by one Company of the 33rd Native Infantry 
under Lieutenant Watson, I directed Cajitain Lushington, H. M. 9th 
Foot, to move with that Compfiny and the Light Company of the 9th 
Foot to the right, to take the' enemy’s position in reverse, whilst 1 
attacked in front ; this had the desired efFect of forcing their immediate 
retreat and clearing the Bridge. No further o{)position was offered by 
the enemy, who retreated on Ali Musjid, whilst I pushed on and occupi- 
ed the tower and hill to the left, within about a mile of place. 

“ It afforded me the greatest gratification to witness the gallant mid 
persevering conduct of all the troops under my command engaged dur- 
ing the day, in a scries of oj)erations requiring great energy and patient 
endurance of fatigue ; and I beg to mention the able assistance and sup- 
port rendered me by Major Anderson, 64th N. 1. (second in command,) 
and Ca})tain Gahan, 26th N. I, commanding a Division, Captain 
Lushington, H. M’s. 9th Foot commanding tlic Conq)anies of that 
Regiment, Capt. Sir Richmond Shakespeai*, who volunteered lj\s ser- 
vices in charge of the .lazailchees, as well as the ardent and praiseworthy 
zeal of all the Officers and men engaged. 

" It is with regret 1 have to report the death of Lieut. Cumming, 
H. M. 9th Foot, a very jiromising officer, who was killed on the heights 
above the Puss, whilst ill command of No. 6 Company. Returns pf kill- 
ed and wountled will be sent in as soon as the Companies with the rear 
column come in. I have, ^^c., 

A. B. Taylor, Lieut, -Colonel, ^th Foot, 


From Major Gkorgk Muisu, Commanding 2{jih N. /. to Captain 
. PoxsoNRY, Assistant Adjutant General, dated Camp near Ali Mus- 
jid, Aprit 6//i, 1842. 

“ Sir, — Having been honoured with the command of the party as 
2 Cos. ir. M.’s !)th Root. Jtniirgin, intended for the capture of the hills 
4 Cos. 2(jth N. I. on the left of the Khybcr Pass, I have the honour 

350 1 'crrjb Jc/aiitiuH's. report for the information of Majjr Gener'd 

Pollock, C. B., Commanding the Troops West of the Indus, that the 
2 )arty was formed for tiiat purpose at day-break on the 5th instant, and 
advanced to the attack in skirmishing order. Tlie height on the left 
was speedily carried, in the most gallant and determined manner, the 
summit of which having been attained, the smaller detached hill at the 
entrance of the Pass was cleared by the fire of my party. 

“ Thi„ being effected, agreeably to the instructions of the Major 
General, the post was made over to Lieutenant Colonel Moseley, com- 
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inuii'ling the roar crjwniiig column, and the troops, witl^thc exception of 
two 00011)110163* of the 2Gth Native Infantry, descended for the purpose 
of cootiiiuini? to scale and clear the heights on the left of the road lead- 
ing off Alee Mflsjid. « 

“ At several i)oints, very considerable opposition was made by the 
enemy, c '])echJly at one of the liills in advance of the smaller hill before 
alluded to, and at tlie heights commanding the bridge where the enemy 
were in great force, but ^ere driven from then* posts, in the most spirit- 
ed stylii, an«l with considerabje loss whftst recreating. 

“ Having oc(*ui)ied the last height adjacent to the intended encamp- 
ing ground, I took possession thereon witli my party, occupying it during 
the night, until relieved this morning by a party of the IlJ^rd N. I. under 
Major Jfewitt. • 

“ It gives me great pleasure to be able to report, that this c^ty, though 
of the most fatiguing description, scaling heights the whole day, under 
a hrtt sun, and in the face of an enemy, was cheerfully performed hy all 
the troops, (European and Native, tlie sepoys vying with their Kuro- 
pcan ctimratles,) whose perseverance and good spirit ^oiild not be sur- 
passed, and were most gratifying to me ; and here 1 cannot omit to 
make gientioii of the Jazailcliees, under that able Officer, Captain Fer- 
l i , wh<^ afforded inc most material aid, as also the ready assistance of 
( ’lip tain Tritton, second in command, and the zeal and the gallfwitry of 
every Officer and man engaged. 

“ I do myself the lionor to enclose a return of the killtMl ami wounded. 

• I have the honor to be, ^c. 

Gko. Huisn, Major y Commanding N. /.*’ 


h'rom Major Crnerul John McCaskill, Commanding Inf anlrg Division, 
to Captain Ponsonuy, Asst. Adjt. Gvneral Dated Camp Ali Musjid, 
April G, 1842. 


“ SSiii, — I have the honor to report for the information of Major Ge- 
neral Pollock, C. B., commanding the forces, that, agreeably to his 
orders, I marched yest<‘rday morning fn)m Jnmrood, in command of^ 
the Rear Guard of the column for the attaek 
of the Khyber Pass, coin])osed of the Troops 
detailed in the margin. 

“ The comj)lctc success of the attacks made 
hy the force in advance, rendered unneces- 
sary any active operations on my jiart. At 
night-fall, I took the necessary precautions for security, and the Troops 
bivouacked at a spot about two miles within the Pass, without any mo- 
lestation from the enemy. 

The Rivar Guard arrived in camp at 2 e. m. this day, no part of the 
baggage having l)eon j)limdered, nor any loss sustained. 

“ I have reason to he highly satisfied with the exertions of Lieut. Colo- 
nel Tulloch, second in command, of Capt. bmith, Offg. Dei)uty Assis- 


2 Omis ir. Arly 
S (inns Foot Arty 
2 Sijils». il. A1 'hfd Drags. 
lOfli I.ighl C'jiv.ilry 

2 Ituss.il.ilis Irr. C.ivalry. 

I Coiupj. II. M 's .‘id Foot. 
L^'oinpy Gr)i ^ 1 

3 Companies bOtli N. 1. 
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taut. Adjutsinl (loneral, Jiiul of every oflicer placed under my t)rdcr.s in 
the pcrlonriaiice of the duties assigned to them. 

1 have. ^ 

John iVIcCaskill, MaJ. Genl, 

V ommandimj Infy. Division.'* 


This brilliant achievement would doubtless have been followed by a 

t 

further advance, and the raising the blocjvade of Jellalabad ; but the 
simple fact of its results having been misrepresented to the gallant officer 
commanding that garrison, led him to adopt a measure which secured 
to his handful of dcwcdeil troops the triumph of their o.vn enfranchise- 
ment. 

“ Notification. — Secret Department . Benares, '‘2\st April. — The Go- 
vernor (fcneral fecN assured, that every subject of the Ilritish Govern- 
ment will peruse ^with the deepest interest and satisfaction, the report 
he now eommunicates of the entire defeat of the Aftghau troops, under 
Mahomed Akbar Khan, by th<! garrison of Jellalabiid. 

“ I’liat illustrious garrison, which, !)y its constancy in endur/ig pri- 
vation,, ^arid by its valour in action, has already obtained for itself the 
sympathy and rcsj)ect of every true soldier, has now, sallying forth from 
its walls, under the command of its gallant leader. Major General Sir 
Robert Sale, thon)Ughly beaten in open field an enemy of mo*e than 
three times its numbers, taken the Standards of their boasted Cavalry, 
destroyed their eamj), and re-captured four guns, which, under circum- 
stances which can never again occur, had during the last winter fallen 
into their hands. 

“ The Governor (xcneral cordially congratulates the army uj)on the 
return of victory to its ranks. He is convinced that there, as in all 
former times, it will be found, wliilc, as at Jellallabad, the Kuropeari and 
Native 'rroo]is mutually suj)porting each other, and evincing equal dis- 
cipline and valour, arc led into action by Officers in whom they justly 
confide. 

The Governor General directs that the substance of this Notifica- 
tion, and of Major General Sir Robert Sale’s report, be carefully made 
known to all Troops, and that a salute of iJl guns be fired at every 
prineijad Station of the Army. 

“ Hy order of the Right Hoii'ble Governor General of InVlia, ^ 

T. H. Maddociv, Secy, to the Govt, of India.** 


To Captain Poxsonijy, Assistant Adjutant General, Jellalabad, 
April 1th, 1842. 

“Sill, — Informatio!i was on the evening of the 5 th instant brought into 
this jdaee in Hie most positive and circumstantial terms by spies from 
the enemy’s camp, to the effect that the force under Major General 



nKFKAT OF AKBAR KIIAX. 1 1 

Pollock, ('. B.. had met with a reverse in the Khyhcr, retraced its steps 
towards Peshawiir, and about 10 a. m. on the f)th,*a /e// dr joic and 
salute of artillery were fired by Mahoincil Akbar, whhdi were said to be 
in honor of tli^ same event. It w^as on the same day, and throu^^h simi- 
lar channels announced to me, that the Affgfians were sending additional 
riinforc^ments to aid in defending their frontier Passes. Although I 
could not wholly depend on these statements which we re jm}irohahle in 
themselves, and .'iccomjiiinied by counter-reports of a new revolution at 
C/abool, which was assigned by some Jls tlit^ cause of the rejoicing and 
of till' defeat of the GliazcCs in Khyhcr, and by an account of the in- 
tended and even actual retreat of the Sirdar into Lughman, I adopted, 
on a full consideration of the various circumstances and rumours, the 
resolution of anticipating the last mentioned event, if it had not come to 
])ass, l)y a general attack on the Affghan C^'lmp, in the hope of relieving 
this place from blockade, and faciliating General Pollock • advance to 
ouy succour. I accordingly gave directions to form three columns of 
luf ntry, the centre consisting of H. M.’s lilth liight Infantry, muster- 
ing oOO bayonets, under Colonel Dennic ; the left one also 500 strong, 
under Lieut. Col. Montcath, (’. B., and the right* composed of one 
(Vimpany L‘Uh L. I., and one f>f the 35th N. I., and the detachment 
of "’ nTpers under Lieutenant. Orr, (the severity of Captain BroadfooPs 
w<.). K<1 ^till rendering him non -effective,) the whole amounting to 
3G0 men, commanded by Capt. Havelock, 11. M.'s 13th L. I.* I’hcsc 
were to be supported by the fire of the guns of No. G Light Field Bat- 
tery uyder Capt. Abbott, to which Capt. Backhouse, S. S. Artillery, 
was attached, and by the whole of my small cavalry force under Capt. 
Oldfield and Lieutenant Mayrie. The troops issued from the Cabool 
and Peshawur gates at day-light this morning. So far from the 
Sirdar having made any dispositions to avoid the encounter, his whole 
force, not falling short in all of six thousand men, was formed in order of 
battle for the defence of his Cani)), its right resting on a fort, and its 
left on the Cabool river, and even the ruined w’orks within eight 
hundred yards of the place, recently repaired, were filled with Ghilzic 
marksmen, evidently jireparcd for a stout resistance. The attack was 
led by the Skirmishers and column under Capt. Havelock, which drovtf 
the enemy, in a most satisfactory manner, from the extreme left of his 
advanced line of works which it pierced, and jiroceedcd to advance 
into the plain, whilst the central column directed its efforts again.^^t a 
square fort on the same base, the defence of which was obstinately 
iTVi^jntaiiied.* With the deepest regret I have to record that, whilst 
nobly leading his Regiment to the assault. Colonel Dcnnic received a 
shot through the body, which shortly after proved fatal. I'hc rear 
of the work having been finally carried by passing to its left, 1 gave 
orders for a combined attack on the enemy's cam 2 >; it was in every 
way brilliant and successful. The Artillery advanced at the gallop, 
and directed a heavy fire upon the Affghan centre, whilst two of the 
columns of Infantry penetrated the line near the same point, and 
the third forced back its left from its support on the rivm', into the 
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stream of which some of his horse and foot were driven. The 
Allglians made .epeated attempts to check our advJince by a smart 
fire of musquetry, by throwing forward heavy bodies of horse, which 
twice threatened the detachments of foot under Capt. Havelock, and by 
opening upon us three guns from a battery screened by a garden wall, 
and said to have been served under the personal superintendence of the 
Sirdar. But in a short time, they were dislodged from every point of 
their position, their cannon taken, and their camp involved in a general 
conflagration. The battk was» over, and the enemy in full retreat in 
the direction of Lughman by about 7 a. m. Wc have made ourselves 
masters of two cavalry standards, recaptured 4 guns lost by the Cabool 
and Gundamuck forces, the restoration of which to our Government is 
matter of much honest exultation amongst our troops, .seized and des- 
troyed a great quantity of materiel and tirdnance stores, and burnt the 
whole of tlm enemy’s tents. In short, the defeat of Mahomed Akbar in 
open field, by the troops whom he had boasted of blockading, has been 
complete and signal. 

“ The fall of an officer, so distinguished as Col. Dennic, will be felt 
as a public calami ^.y. Lamenting it on every account, 1 must yet share 
with his country, his regiment, and his friends, in the consolation 
afl’orded by the reflection, that he was killed whilst most gallantly per- 
forming his duty. I have to express my entire satisfaction tvith the 
conduct in this action of Lieut. Col. Monteath, C. B., commanding one 
of the two infantry columns under my own eye, and of Capt. Wilkinson, 
H. M.’s 13th light infantry, on wdiom the charge of the other drvolved 
on the death of liis Lieut. Colonel, of Capt. Oldfield and Lieut. Maync 
w'ho led the cavalry, and of Capts. Abbott and Backhouse, and Lieut. 
Dawes, artillery. The able and judicious manner in which Capt. 
Havelock, H. ^I.’s 13th light infantry, moved the force under his com- 
mand, which acted on a line sufficiently distant to render its manoeuvres 
independent of my immediate control, demands my particular and espe- 
cial commendation. 

“ My acknowledgments are also due to my Brigade Major, Capt. Ham- 
let Wade, H. M.’s loth light infantry, whose exertions were on this 
tlay, as they have ever been, most meritorious ; to Major Frazer, light 
cavalry, who acted as my aid-de-camp, and to C’apt. Mainwaring, com- 
missariat officer with the force, who was present on and active in the 
field ; Capt. Maegregor, Political Agent, handsomely oflered his services 
with No. G light field batter}% and was most useful in serving the guns. 
I enclose returns of killed and wounded, and of ordnanci mul stuff's 
captured. Lieut, and Adjutant Wood, H. M.’s 13th light infantry, 
made a dash at one of the enemy, and in cutting him down, his charger 
was so severely injured, as to have since been destroyed. (Japt. Have- 
lock reports in the most favourable manner the gallant conduct though- 
out the day of Lieut. Cox, H. M.’s 13th light infantiy, and he was the 
first of the i)arty which caj)turcd two of the enemy’s cannon. 

It will be seen from the preceding details that the force employed 
in this successful enterprize, amountecl to about eighteen hundred men 
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of all arms. The safety of the place was entrusted during the action 
to the ordinary guards, of its gates and our provincial fiattalion of follow- 
ers of every description, armed with pikes and various other wejipons, 
who manned* the curtains, and made a ri'sjiectahle shew of defence, 
as they had done on all occasions of attack on the walls. Capt. Patti- 
son, H. M.*s 13th light infantry, wsis left in charge of this diminished 
garrison. A sally was made from the Cabool gate towards the conclu- 
sion of the engagcmei\f, by Lieut. Wade ofH. M.’s 13th light infantry 
into the fort, before which Col. DenniS had Yallcn, and which the enemy 
were observed to be abandoning. All that it contained was set on fire, 
and some of its defenders intercepted and killed. 

“ The enemy’s loss during the day must have been severe. Tlie field 
<)f battle was strewed with the bodies of men and horses, and the rieli- 
ncss of the trappings of some of the latter, seemed to attest, that persons 
of distinction had been among the casualties. • 

Lieut. Col. Monteath has noticed to me in high terms, the gallant 
bciiaviour of Capt. Seaton, 35th N. I., when in command of the skir- 
mishers of that cor])s, and informed me of the fact^of his having been 
the captor of a howitzer from the enemy. 

“ We have information to the fact, that the following chiefs were pre- 
r , and took part in the action, etc. 

Sirdar Mahomed Akbar Khan in person, Umecr Khan,»Chief of 
llajour, Uzecz Khan, Ghool Mahomed Khan, Mahomed Shaw Khan, 
Murukut Khan, Azad Khan and Shookoor Khan, principal men amongst 
the liistcrn Ghilzies ; Mayan Abdool Rahman of Kama, Mecr Ufzul 
Khan of Ghundaghur, Syud Oosman, and Oo.^mah Khan, Mohmuiids, 
Synd ?vlah()mcd. .son of the King of Kooner, Syud Hashim, the deposed 
ruler of the same i)lncc, Myah Hydcr, Chief of Kivat, Mahomed .Ian 
Khaii, head of the Sungo Serai, Abdool GhulFoor Khan, Achokzye, ne- 
phew of Abdoollali Khan of the same tribe, and Abdool Ghuffoor Khan, 
Barukzyc. 


Return of Killed, Wounded and Missing of the Force, under the corA~ 
mand of Major General Sir U. Sale, K. C. 11., Jellalabad, April 1th, 
1842. 

“ No. G, Lt. Fd. Battery. — Wounded, one N. officer, two serjoants or 
kavildars, ftnc corporal or naick, two privates or sepoys, one naick and 
four drivers. 

“ Mountain Train. — Wounded, one serjeant and two privates. 

“ H. M. 13th Lt. Infantry. — Killed, one officer and eight privates. 
Wounded, one officer, two corporals and twenty-nine privates. 

“ 35th N. I. — Killed, two privates. Wounded, one officer, one N. 
officer, one serjeant, two corporals, and eleven privates. 

" Sappers and Miners — Wounded, two serjeants, one corporal, one 
bugler and five privates. 
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“ Killed. — ('ol. Dcnnie, C. B., H. M. 13th Li^ht Infantry. 

“ Wounded. — Captain. Moorhouse, 35th N. I. severely ; Lieut. Jen- 
nings, H. M. 13th Light Iniantry, .slightly ; 5 Horses Wounded; Asst. 
Surg. Barnes, M. 1)., H. M. 13th Light Infantry, slightly Wounded. 

“ One Tindal and one Bearer 35th N. I. Wounded. 

Hamlet Wade, Captain, 

< n Major of Brigade, 

Return of Ordnance captured by the Force under Major General Sir II. 

Sale, K. C. B., April 7th, 1842. 

" 1 G-Pr. and I 12-Pr. Howitzer that belonged to t.ie 1st Brigfidc 
Horse Artillery. 

“ 1 Howitzer that belonged to the Mountain Train. 

1 C-Pr. dismounted, that was left at (jundamuck by the Khyber 
(yorps. 

“ An incoiisiderdde quantity of Ammunition was found with this . 
Ordnance, idso some half-wrought materials. 

A. Abbott, Capt. 

Corny, Arty. j€f(alabad. 

< 

’J’he successes of Genends Pollock and Sale on either side of the 
Passes led, of course, to the immediate junction of their forces. Great 
were the rejoicings at the release of the noble little garrison after so 
long a period of conlincmcnt and comparative privation. The regi- 
ments of General Pollock’s force vied with cacli other in attentions to 
those who had for so many months been objects of anxious solicitude, 
while the corps composing the garrison exj)ericnced pleasure in demon- 
strating to their brethren from India, that the labor they w%rc oldigcd 
to undergo, and the tcraj)crance they were compelled to practice during 
tli’c blockade, had not irajiaired their health, nor had the successes of 
their forays upon the enemy’s cattle left them any reason to complain 
of inability to rcci])rocatc hospitalities. In fact, as was jocosely, but 
truly, observed at the time, the relieving troops looked more like men 
who had been suffering from confinement and scarcity than die partie'- 
they went to succour. 

The defeat of Akbar Khan diffused great joy throughout India, nor 
was it abated when the publication of the following history of the blockade 
made people acquainted with all that the Illustrious Garrison” had 
undergone from the date of its enforced occupation of the town of 
Jcllalabad. 
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To T. y. Maudock, Eso. ' 

Secy, to Govt. Pol. Dept. 

Dated Cump, Jefla/ahad, April 19//i, 1842. 

“ SiB — I Imve the honor to forward a letter from Major General Sir 
Robert Sale, K. C. B., detailing the progress of events during the long 
and perilous siege sustained by the force under his command. 

“ 2nd. The gallantry of the Major ficnerJl and his small force are too 
well known to Governmcnt*to require any commendation from me ; but 
it is very pleasing to me to be the channel through which their many 
trials arc brought to the notice of the Right Honourable the Governor 
General of India in Council. 

I have had an opportunity of inspecting the works thrown uj> for 
their protection, by the indefatigable exertions of Sir R^i Sale's force, 
and my surprise at their strength and extent, hfis been only e(pialled by 
ni) admiration of the excellent arrangements which must have pervaded 
all Departments, since after a siege (by greatly sunerior numbers) of 
upwards of five months' duration, 1 find the garrison in excellent healtii 
and sj)irits, and in an acquirable state of discipline, with a good supply 
of amunitioii, ready and ;.*nxious to take the field, and most willing to 
ad V, nice on Cabool. 

I have the honor to be, ^c. * 

Gko. Pollock, Major General, 
Comdy. Troops ITest of Indus. 

l amp near JeHaiahad, April 1.9///, 1842. 


To T. H. Maddock, Esq. 

Sccy. to Govt. Pol. Depl. 

Dated Jellalabad, April 16///, 1842. 

“ Shi, — The relief of this place having been at length effected by the 
victorious advance through the Passes of the Khyber, of the army und6r 
Major Gcnl. Pollock, C. B., I conceive that I owe it to the troops who 
have so long formed the garrison here to address to you a report, which 
may convey some notion of their conflicts, and the severity of their 
duties, labours, and privations. It has been made known to Govern- 
w'.ent, that* I reached Gundamuck on the 30th of October 1841, under 
instructions from the authorities at Cabool, and there received intelli- 
gence of the breaking out of a terrific insurrection at the Affghan capital 
on the 2nd November. My retracing my steps on that city was, in a 
military sense, impracticable, since the first inevitable sacrifice would 
have been of the lives of 300 sick and wounded, whom 1 could not 
have left in depot with the treasonable Irregulars at Gundamuck, whilst 
my cattle was unequal to the transport of my camp equipage, and my 
ammunition insufficient for protracted operations. In the position 
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which I occupied, I could not absolutely command a day’s provisions, or 
even water, and sJiould have been hemmed in on every side by hostile 
tril)es, amounting to 30 or 40 thousand men, part of whom might have 
seized Jellalabad and reduce^ it to ashes, or, holding it, have left me no 
alternative but a disastrous retreat towards Peshawur. I therefore 
came to the resolution of anticipating any movement of this kind, and by 
])osscssing myself of this city, establishing a point on which the force at 
Cabool might retire if hardly pressed, and restoring a link in the chain 
of communication with our Provinces. Two marches brought me after 
a successful contest at Futtiahabad to Jellalabad. My breaking up from 
Gundamuck was followed by the immediate defection of the Irregulars 
there, the destruction of the cantonment, and a general rising of the 
tribes. I found the walls of Jellalabad in a state whi'-h might have 
justihed despair as to the iiossibility of defending them. The enceinte 
was far too c-ttensive for my small force, embracing a circumference of 
upwards of 2300 yards. Its tracing was vicious in the extreme ; it 
had no parapet excepting for a few hundred yards, which, there, was 
not more than two feet high. Earth and rubbish had accumulated to 
such an extent about the ramparts, that there were roads in various 
directions across and over them into the country. There was a space of 
400 yards together on which none of the garrison could shew themselves, 
excepting at one spot ; the population within was disaffected, and the 
whole enceinte was surrounded by ruined forts, wiills, mosques, tombs, 
and gardens, from which a fire could be opened upon the defenders at 
20 or 30 yards. 

** The garrison took full possession of the town in such a state on the 
morning of the 15th of November, and in the course of the day, the 
plain and detached hills by which on one side it is commanded, were 
surrounded and surmounted by a force of not fewer than 5000 Insur- 
gents. A general attack on the 14th of November ridded us of these 
enemies, and a similar array brought against us a fortnight afterwards, 
was dissipated by a second sally on the 1st of December. But we had 
seized the town, having in our possession not quite two days’ i)rovisioas 
and corn for our men and horses, and beheld the arduous task before us 
of striving to render the works defensible, and collecting supplies for 
our Magazine from the midst of a fanatical and infuriated people, with 
very narrow means in the way of trcjisure to purchase them. I appoint- 
ed Captain Broadfoot, Shah Soojah’s Sappers, Garrison Engineer, and 
(•ajitain Ab])ott, of the Artillery, Commissary of Ordnance. Captain 
McGregor. Political Agent, gave me the aid of his locid cxpc\icncc, au^^ 
through his influence and measures our dak communication with India 
was restored, ailil a great (juantity of grain collected, whilst the unre- 
mitting and almost incredible labours of the troops, aided by the zeal 
and science of Captain Br(»adfoot, put the town in an eflicient state of 
defence. Captain Abbott made the Artillery dispositions in the ablest 
manner, and used every exertion to add to and economise our resources 
in the ,vay of gun and musquet ammunition, in both of which we were 
deficient for the i)urposes of a siege. Lead and powder were procured in 
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iind about Jcllalabad, and a quantity of ciirtridi^es discovered in un old 
niaj^azine, and thus the troops completed to ‘200 roiiifds per man. It 
is to he remarked, that I might in the second week of November have 
marched uponJPesh Bolak, relieved from investment tlie corps of Jazail- 
chees under Captain Ferris, and with it operated a doubtful retreat 
upon Pe hawur. But I felt it to be my duty to give support to the 
last moment to our troops, struggling against their numerous enemies 
at Cabool, and inaintaiij for them a point on w'hich to retreat and rally 
if they met witli reverse. * 

“ On the 9th of Januarys I was summoned by the leaders of the 
Afghan Hcbellion to give up the place, in fuitilment of a Convention 
entered into by the Political and Military Authorities at Cabool, hut as 
I was fully assn*-cd of the bad faith of our enemies, 1 refused to do this, 
and on the 13th received the melancholy intelligence of the disastrous 
retreat of our Tnwps from the capital, and their anuihilfltion in the 
Gbilzie defiles by the rigours of the climate, and the l)ase<t treachery on 
tht part of those in who^e juoinises they had coiitided. Almost at the 
same time it became known to us, that the Brigade of four Regiiiu'iits 
marched to my succour from Hiudoostan had been beaten in detail, and 
forced^to fall hack upon Pcishawur : my position was most critical, and 
I gilt, whilst our enemies V’cre engaged in plundering the force from 
CaLool,*liave attempted, and perhaps elfeeted, though with heavy loss, a 
retrc'ut across the Khyher ; but I resolved at all hazards on not relin- 
quishing my grasp on the chief town of the Valley of Niiigrahar, and 
the key ot Jilastern Afghanistan, so long as I hail reason to consider 
that our Government desired to retain it. The discouragements of my 
garrison at this moment were very great, their dutii's most severe, 
llieir labours unceasing, and the most insidious endeavours made by 
tlie enemy to seduce the native portion of them from their allijgiance. 
But their fidelity was unshaken, and their serenity amidst labourg and 
jirivations unclouded. With reference, however, to the state of fanati- 
cal excitement and national antipathy which prevailed around us, 1 had 
Ijccri compelled, as a measure of prudence, to gi't rid, first of the Corps 
of Khyber Hangers, and next of the detachment of Jezailchces, and a 
few of the Afghan Sappers and a body of Hindoostance Gunners, wfio 
had formerly been in the employ of Dost Mahomed Khan. Works had 
ill the mean time been completed, of which the annexed rcjjorts and 
plans of Captain Broadfoot contain ample details. Generally, 1 may 
state, they consisted in the destruction of an immense quantity of cover 
fer the enPmy, extending to the demolition of forts and old walls, 
filling up ravines, and destroying gardens, cutting down groves, raising 
the parapets to six or seven feet high, repairing and widening tlie ram- 
parts, extending the bastions, retrenching three of the gates, covering the 
fourth with an outwork, and excavating a ditch ten tect in depth and 
twelve feet in wddth round the whole of the walls ; the place was tiius 
secure s gainst the attack of any Asiatic enemy, not jirovidcd with siege 
artillery. 

“ But it pleased Providence, on the 19th February, to remove in an in- 

2 1 - 
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stant this ground of confidence. A tremendous earthquake shook down 
all our parapets 'built up with so much labour, injured several of our 
bastions, cast to the ground all our guard houses, demolished a third of 
the town, made a considerable breach in the rampart of a. curtain in the 
J*eshawur face, and reduced the Cabool gate to a shapeless mass of 
ruins. It savours of romance, but is a sober fact, that the city was 
thrown into alarm, within the space of little more than one month, by the 
repetition of full one hundred shocks of this terrific phenomenon of nature. 

“ The Troops turned vfith indefatigable industry to the reparation 
of their walls, but at the moment of the great convulsion. Sirdar 
Mahomed Akbar Khan, Barukzye, the assassin of the late Envoy, and 
treacherous destroyer of the Cabool force, having collected a body 
of Troops, flushed with a success consummated by the vilest means, had 
advanced to Murkhail, within seven miles of our gates. He attacked our 
foraging pai^ies with a large body of Horse on the 21st and 22d of 
February, and soon after establishing his Head-quarters to the westward, 
two miles from the place, and a secondary camp to the eastward about 
one mile distant, invested the town, and establislicd a rigorous blockade. 
From that time up to the 7tli of April, the reduced garrison was en- 
gaged in a succession of skirmishes with the enemy, who, greatly 
superior in Horse, perpetually insulted (3ur'wavlls by attacks and alerts, 
and compelled us daily to fight at disadvantage for forage for oUr cattle. 
The most remarkal^le of these alFairs were those of the Cavalry under 
Lieutenant Mayne, commanding detachment Shah Soojah’s 2iid Caval- 
ry, and Jamadar Dccna Singh, 5th Light Cavalry, already reported ; a 
sidly under Colonel J^ennie, C. B., to defeat a suspected attempt of the 
enemy to drive a mine on tlie 11th of March ; the repulse of an assault 
upon the transverse walls to the northward of the place on the 24th 
of the same month, by detachments under Captain Broadfoot, (who was 
severely wounded,) and Captain Fenwick, II. M.’s 13th Light Infantry ; 
the capture of bullocks and sheep by Lieutenant Mayne on the 30th and 
31st of January, and the seizure of large flock^ of the latter, in the face 
of Mahomed Akbar's Army by a force of Infantry under Captain 
Pattison, H. M.'s 13th IJght Infantry, and of Cavalry under Captain 
Oldfield, on the 1st instant. These successes were crowned by Provi- 
dence by the issue of the brilliant and decisive attack on the camp 
of the Sirdar on the 7 th instant. 

“ I have to notice as a measure of defence, my having enrolled as a 
Provisional Battalion a large body of our camp followers, and armed 
them with pikes and other weapons. On all occasions of assault aK'i 
sally, these men were available to make a shew^ upon our curtains, and 
I have pledged myself to them to recommend to Government, they 
should enjoy all the pecuniary advantages of Native soldiers beyond the 
Indus. I at the same time held forth to the troops of Shall Soojah's 
force, the expectation that they would be put, during the especial ser- 
vice, on the same footing with their comrades of the Bengal Arjyiy. 

“ From the time that the Brigade threw itself into Jellalabad, the Na- 
tive Troops have been on one- half, and the followers on quarter rations. 
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and for many weeks they have been able to obtain ^little or nothing 
in the bazaars to eke out this scanty provision. I will not mention as a 
privation the European TJroops from the same period having been with- 
out their allowance of spirits, because I yerily believe this circum- 
stance, and their constant employment, have contributed to keep them 
in the highe-^t health, and the most remarkable state of discipline. 
Crime has been almost unknown amongst them, but they have felt 
severely, although the)% never murmured, tl^ diminution of their quan- 
tity of animal food, and the; total want of ghee, dour, tea, coffee, and 
sugar ; these may seem small matters to those who read of them at a 
dist^uice, but they arc serious reductions in the scale of comfort of the 
hard working and fighting soldier in Asia. I’he Troops have also been 
greatly in arrCiJrs of pay, besides their severe duties in heat and cold, 
wind and rain, on the guards of the gates and bastions. The Troops, 
Officers, and men, British and Hindoostanee, of every aifri, remained 
fully accoutred on their alarm posts every night from the 1st March to 
the 7th of April. The losses of Officers and men in carriage cattle, 
camp equipage, and baggage, between Cahool and, .Jcllalabad, were 
heavy, and their expenditure, during the siege and blockade, in obtain- 
ing articles of mere subsistence and necessity, has been exorbitant. 

“1 1 assured that Major General Pollock will consider it a most 

])leasir.g duty to bring the series of labours, privations, and qjmflicts, 
imperfectly sketched in the foregoing details, to the notice of the head 
of the Supreme Government in India, and through his Lordshij), to that 
of the Court of Directors and of our Sovereign, as a claim for public 
acknowledgment and substantial reimbursement and reward. 

“ The report of Captain Broadfoot, in his capacity of Garrison En- 
gineer, will meet with attentive perusal. I have already stated how 
much I have been indebted to his scientific attainments, as well as his 
distinguished activity and resolution during the siege. His fertility in 
resource obviated great difficulties in procuring iron, timber, and charcoal, 
and to the foresight of his arrangements we owe our having had a very 
ample suj)ply of tools. The Corps under his command performed, 
from Bootkhak, the duties equally of good sappers and bold light infan- 
try soldiers, and the Afghan, Huzarec, and Eusifzyc portion of it have 
been singularly faithful in time of general defection. The two Infantry 
Regiments under the lamented Colonel Dennie and Lieutenant Colonel 
Monteath, have vied with each other in the steady performance of the 
duties of that arm ; and it would be impossible for me to discriminate in 
firvour of eitner, in awarding praise to the Squadron of 5 th Light Cavalry 
under Captain Oldfield, and the Kesallah 2d Shah Soojah*s Cavalry 
under Lieutenant Mayne ; Lieutenant Plowden of the former, has been 
<listinguished on several occasions. The Artillery practice of No. 6 Light 
Field Battery has ever been excellent, and has been equalled by that of 
the Mountain Train. Captains Abbott and Backhouse, and Lieutenant 
Dawes have proved themselves excellent Officers of Ordnance. I have 
more than once brought to notice that Captain* MacGregor, Political 
Agent, has cheerfully rendered very able assistance in ser^ffiig the 
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guns ill every critiis of pressing danger. Of his labours in his own 
department, 1 uujjlit not perliaps to attempt to constitute myself a judge ; 
but 1 know that they liave been unremitting, ^nd their result in obtain- 
ing for my force suiiplies lyfid information, and keeping v.p our commu- 
nication with India and with Cabool, and securing for us Afghan 
t:o- operation, I may bo allowed to appreciate, and am bound to point out 
to Cjovernment. 

“ I’he medical duties of the Garrison have bqpn ably fulfdlcd by Sur- 
geon Forsyth, Superinteiuflng Slirgeon Shah Soojah’s Force, and Assis- 
tant Surgeons Itobertson and Barnes, H. M.*s 13th Light Infantry, 
Hare, 3oth Uegiment, and Brown, late in charge of the Irregulars. 

“ Cnjjtain Mainwaring. Commissariat Oliicer to the force, has been 
indefatigable in his efforts to keep the garrison well siipidicd, and 
Ids arrangements in very dithcult times have merited my highest praise. 
Caiitain Mttjrhouse, 35th Uegiment Native Infantry, has satisfactorily 
<lischargcd his duties as Brigade Quarter Master; he was severely 
wounded on the 7th instant. 

“It is gratifying to me to forward the opirdop of my second in com- 
mand, Lieutcnanl Colonel Monteath, C. B., placed on record without 
solicitation, of the merits of the 1 3th Liglit Infantry, of wdiicli Corps 
I am jiroud of being a nunnber. I fully coficur in the sentiments which 
he expresses, and hope the distinctions which he recommends for the 
Ollicc'rs of his own Corps will be accorded. The cheerful and persever- 
ing manner in which the Native soldiers laboured with the shovel, 
mattock, and hand-barrow, were as surjirising, as their steadiixjss and 
courage in the held were conspicuous. 

“ I have to acknowledge the zealous maimer in which Brevet Major 
Fra/er, Light Cavalry, Brevet Captain Gcrrard of the Corps of Jezail- 
chees, ('apt:iin Burn and Lieutenant Hillersden of the Khyber Rangers, 
and Lieutenant Dowson, of the Janbazes, wlien their services could no 
loiigi r he available with their Corps, volunteered to do duty with any 
Reirimeut in which they could be useful. 

“ 1 must linally express my gratitude to Providence, for having placed 
so gallant and devoted a force under my command; in every way it 
lias cxceedeil my most sanguine cxjiectations, and I heg leave in the 
strongest manner to solicit the interposition of Major General Pollock, 
(’. B., who lais iiolily laboured and fought to relieve it from its critical 
position in the midst of a hostile empire, in now committing it to the 
protection and favor of the Right Hmiorablc the Governor General in 
Council, and, through him, of the Court of Directors, and of c^r 
Sovereign. 

“ I ask permission siiccially to recommend the following officers for 
honorary distinctions or Brevet rank, or both ; viz. Lieut. Col. Mon- 
teath, C. B., commanding 35th Regiment Native Infantry, now second 
in command; Brevet Major Fraser, Light Cavalry, who acted as my 
Aide-de-camp on the 7th instant; Captain Abbott, commandant of 
Artillery and Commissary of Ordnance ; Captain Backhouse, command- 
ing lhc« Mountain Train and Senior Officer of the Shah’s Troo])S with 
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ri\y force ; Captain Broadfoot, commandins^ Sapper^ and Garrison. 
Knfijinecr ; Captain Oldtield, 5th Lii^ht Cavalry, Senior Officer of that 
arm ; Captain Seaton, 3rv:h Regiment Native Infantry, particularly re- 
commended few his conduct on the 7th instant by Lieut. Colonel 
Monteath; Captain Voimghushand of the same Regiment, who was 
distinguish ed with the advanced guard in the Khoord Cabool Pass, and 
there severely wa^unded ; Captain Burn, late commandant of the Khyber 
Rangers and doing duty with the 35 tl^ Regiment N. I. ; Captain Wil- 
kinson, on whom the com inland of the 13th Light Infantry devolved in 
the field on the fall of Colonel Dennic, C. B. ; Captain Fenwick, 
H. M.'s 13th Light Infantry, whose highly deserving conduct in the 
Pass of Jugdulluk was noticed then in my dis])atch ; Captain Have- 
lock, H.’ M. s I3th Light Infantry. Persian Interjireter to Major Gene- 
rals Elphinstoue and Pollock and attached to me as Staff, and who 
commanded the l ight column in the final attack on Mahofned Akbar's 
Camp; and Cajitain Hamlet Wade, H. M.’s 13th Light Infantry, my 
Brigcuh' Major, whoso exertions in the action of the 7th, I have else- 
where*. highly commended. Both these latter Officers rendereil most 
valuabhi services throughout tlie investment and siege. The Officers of 
all raijis, and Soldiers of all arms, Eurojieaii and Native, I have like- 
wi'» U) represent as generalfy and individually deserving of reward ami 
encouragement, and I hope that the Government will sanction my 
calling njion Commandants of (kirps and Detachments to send in rolls 
of such Native Officers as they may deem worthy of the Insignia of the 
Older ftf ‘ Merit and of Britisli India.* 

1 have the honor to be, &e. 

R. Salk, Major General, 

Commanding Jvllalabad. ’* 


Officers Wounded. 

'* Artillery, Captain Abbott, slightly wounded. 

“ Sappers and Miners, Captain Broadfoot, severely wounded. 

“ H. M. 18th L. L, Lieut, and Adjutant Wood, and Ensign Oakes, 
slightly wounded.’* 


tielurn of Killed^ Wounded, and Missing, of the Troops under the com- 
mand of Major General Sfr R. H. Sale, K. C.\\.,from 22d Fe- 
bruary, 1842 to April Gth 1842, Jcllalabad, \dth April, 1842. 

“ No. G Light Field liattery. — Killed 1 coqioral or iiaick ; wounded 
1 European Officer ; ditto 1 gunner. 

Detachment 5th L. C. — Killed 1 serjeant or bavildar ; ditto 2 
sowai s ; wounded 4 sowars ; killed 1 horse ; woiftided 1 2 ditto ; 1 syce 
killed, 2 syces wounded. I grass-cutter killed. 
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“ H. M.'s l?t!i L. I. — Killed 4 privates ; wounded 2 European 
officers ; ditto I corporal ; ditto 1 1 privates. 

“ .‘15th N. I. — Killed 1 sepoy; wounded Irnaick; ditto 10 sej)oys. 

“ Detachment 2d Cavalry, S. S. F. — Killed 1 troop6r ; wounded 4 
troopers ; killed 9 horses ; wounded 3 ditto. 

“ Sappers and Miners. — Killed 4 privates, etc. ; wounded 1 European 
officer ; ditto 30 privates, &c. 

" R. Salk, Major General, 

t Commanding the Force,'' 


Return of Camj) FollowerSf enlisted on the I.*)//* Januarify 1812, hif order of 
Major Ge\erat Sir R. Sale, K. C. B., as a Provisional Garrison, Jellalabad, 
April 1, 1842. 
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From Lieutenant Colonel J. Monteath, Commanding *Soth Regiment, to 
Major General Sir U. Sale, K. C. B., Commanding Garrison of Jella- 
labad, dated Jellalabad, 16/A April, 1842. 

“ Sir, — The exertions of the garrison of Jellalabad beyond ordinary 
routine, having ceased since the decisive victory obtained over the 
enemy on the 7th instant, and now linally terminated by the arrival of 
the British Army under Major General Pollock, C. B., 1 trust I may 
not be considered as going beyond the limits of my proper duty in ad- 
dressing you to state as follows : — 

“ As doing but due justice on this occasion to Her Majesty’s 13th 
Light Infantry, might be looked upon as a highly colored record of the 
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merits of your own Regiment, and seeing that no such partial bias can 
possibly be supposed to guide my feelings in the estimate I have formed 
of their deserts, I have tlip pleasure in sincerely declaring, that their con- 
duct, throughcMit the painful perilous posit^n in which they have so 
long been placed, has been such as fully to deserve the applause and ad- 
miration their country, and the confidence and best consideration of 
our well-beloved Sovereign. 

“You )’'ourself will doubtless detail the vjjDrk performed by the Re- 
giment ; let it then be cin\^ my province, who have witnessed their 
exertions almost hourly during a period of five months, to record that 
their devoted perseverance and cheerfulness amidst all the gloom tluit 
surrounded them, after the destruction of their comrades of the Cabool 
Force, could not have been surpassed by any troops in the world ; and 
that after months of extreme toil, when an eartlupnike, such as man is 
not often in the habit of experiencing, in a moment left scarcely a ves- 
tige of their labour standing, their flying, as they did, with redoubled 
zeal vO the work, and completing it in ten days, (so that on the arrival 
of the enemy before Jellalabad, they declared that the calamity which 
had befallen the valley arose from nothing but Engbsh witchcraft ; it 
being the only place that had escaped uninjured,) was what none but 
Rriti^li Soldicr.s could have ^)crformed, and what no price could have 
jmrcluisc(l, for it was the labour of the heart, work of all others most 
deserving of distinction ami reward. 

“ In regard to the Native Troops of all arms, I shall refrain from 
saying much, for a reason which has in a measure induced me to address 
this letter to you ; but as you have yourself been a daily witness of their 
conduct under every description of circumstance, you have it fully 
within your own power to say all, of which the Government they serve 
may very justly feel j)roud, and it may serve to shew, as an example for 
imitation, what noble enthusiasm and zeal may be lighted up in {heir 
breasts by the high bearing and considerate conduct of determined 
British Officers. 

“ I shall conclude by observing, that we can now. Sir, proudly march 
forth from this garrison with the enemy’s standards in our hands, and 
their captured cannon to fire a salute, on delivering over the care of the 
honor of the British name, which we have had within our keeping for 
the last five months, pure and unspotted, and without a single circum- 
stance existing to cast a breath upon its lustre. 

“ The conduct of the Officers of the 35th Regiment generally, as 
VP 2 II as tho?e doing duty with it throughout the siege, I am proud to 
say, has been such as well to desen^e any reward or distinction that can 
be conferred upon them. 

“ On those holding the rank of Captain and above it, which enables 
Her Majesty to advance them a step, I could strongly recommend Cap- 
tain Seaton, 35th Regiment ; Captain Younghusband, 35th Regiment, 
(severely wounded) ; Brevet Major Fraser, late 2nd Light Cavalry ; and 
Captain Burn, 1st Regiment Native Infantry, both doing duty with the 
35th Regiment. 
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Of tlie Native Officers of the 35th Regiment, I would also strongly 
reconiiriciid, that six should, as a compliment to the Regiment for its 
gallant and meritorious conduct, receive the, Order of 'Merit' and of 
‘ British India viz. „ 

Hal lib Ram, Subadar, 

JVIanick Sing, Subadar, 

Derriou Sing, Jemadar, 

Rambuccus Tewarry,, Jemadar, 

Hoolass Ram, Subadar, and 
Hurram Sing, Jemadar. 

I have the honor to be, t\c. 

J. Monteath, Llnit. Colonel, 

Comdg^ 'SMh Regiment.'' 


Copt. Bhoadfoot’s Report. Jellalahad, \Qth April, 184ti. 

On the 12th of November, tlic Major General C-omrnanding having 
resolved to oceupy Jcllalabad, directed me with a Committee of Ofiicers 
to examim* and report on the works of the place. 

“ 'riic Committee reported unanimously, that they were then, not de- 
fensible against a vigorous assault. * 

“ will be seen by the accompanying jilan, the towm is an irregular 
(piadrilatoral, having half of the western side saliimt, and the southern 
side broken by a deep re-entering angle. It wais surrounded on every 
side with gardens and houses, enclosed fields, mosques, and ruined forts, 
affording strong cover to an enemy ; these were every where close to 
the walls, and in many ])laccs connected with them. Beyond these on 
three sid<!s (N. hh and W.) at from 400 to 500 yards run the ruins of 
the wall of the ancient city, on which the sand lias accumulated so as 
to f(»rm a line of low heights, giving cover to the largest bodies of men. 
()j)])ositc the south-west angle a range of heights, composed of bare 
gneiss rocks, commences at 330 yards from the works, and extends 
about 4(10 yards from N. N. K. to H. H. W. ; these completely overlook 
the tow’ll, and, from the vicious tracing of the w’orks, enfilade some of 
the longest curtains. Parallel to the north side, at 170 yards, runs a 
sti*ep bank 20 feet high ; it extends a considerable way to the west, 
and several miles to the cast, affording a secure and unseen approach 
to any number of men ; it is probably an old bank of the river. From 
it numerous ravines run uji towards the walls, affording the enemy a 
covered j^assage into the buildings and enclosures adjoining*" the work#: 

“ l\vo very soliil walls, 3{.)0 yards apart, run from the glacis to this 
bank, thus enclosing on three sides a s]»ace probably occupied originally 
by the JVIogul Emperor’s ]>alace, but found hy us to contain a large 
mosque and numerous gardens and houses occupied by fakeers ; one of 
the gates of the towm opens into it, and it was traversed by a water- 
course about ten feet wide, which entered the town by a tuim3l under 
the rftmpart, large eViough to admit several men alircast ; a similar 
tunnel allowed it to pass out of the town on the easteni side. 
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‘‘ Tlie walls of the town extended about 2,100 yards, jvdthout reckou- 
int? the bastions, of which there were thirty-three. The works were of 
earth, and in the usual st^le of the country, viz,, a high thin rampart, 
but in a state of ruin, without parapets, and vdtliout ditch, covered way, 
or outw^orks of any kind. 

“ On ou tlirowing ourselves, on the 12th of November last, into the 
old and ruined town of Jellalabad without money, without food, and 
almost without protecting, with a natioy of l^ghly excited and barbar- 
ous enemies in arms against ijs, our situation seemed as hopeless a om‘ 
as British Troops were ever called upon to confront : notwithstamling 
which the enemy Avas twice within twenty days attacked, and on both 
occasions defeated with signal success. 

“ The bastions were full, but in some places lower than the ad joining 
curtains, very confined, without parapets, and sloj)ing downwarils from 
the gorge to the salient, so that the tcrreplcin was com[»let4y exj)ose(l. 

“ There were four gates and a postern, idl of the usual vicious nati\i‘ 
consli action, and, except that on the northern aide, in a ruiniius state. 

“ To give some idea of the state of the works, I iniiy mention that, 
of the Committee sent to inspect them on the 13th November, not one 
except myself succeeded in making the circuit : largo gaps cut olF the 
commanicatidn, or insecure A)oting compelled the Officers to descend 
among tlie adjoining enclosures, from which it was difficult to fi^^d the 
way, while on the south side the rampart was so imbedded in houses 
and surmounted by them, that its course could only he traced by labo- 
riously thrtadirig the lanes of the native town. 

" On the north side, the widl rose to a very great height towards the 
town, but sloped down to the exterior in a heap of ruins idinost every 
where accessible ; while at the foot were houses and gardens so slrongly 
occupied by the enemy, that during the night of tiie l;3tli November, 
our troops were unable to maintain their posts, and with the exeeijjfiun 
of the gateway, a line of 400 yards on the northern face was without a 
man on the works. Had the enemy then attacked us, we must liave 
been reduced to a street combat. 


“ On the following morning (14th November,) the Major General^ 
ordered a sortie in force, which firove the enemy from his positions with 
such loss, that it was some time before he ventured near enough to dis- 
turb our works, which were now as vigorously prosecuted as our* scanty 
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other too" in propution ; 
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su])ply of tools, and tJic difficulty of procuring 
material allowed. We had only the tools, (as 
per margin) brought from Cahool with tiie 
Sappers, for the operations cxpecterl in the 


Tezeen valley, and wc were without wood 


or iron. Wood Avas obtained from the ruins of the cantonment, 
and from houses demolished in the town. Iron was collected in 


small quantities, from the neighbourhood, but it was that of the coun- 
try, good in quality, but imperfectly smelted, and requiring about 
ten times as much labour and time as English irorf. By the persevering 
labour of the troops, howev^er, much was done, and when the enemy 
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next fiitficlvctl US. (1st December,) ramparts had been made, and the guns 
mounted on tile bastions for which they were destined. The water- 
courses and other ])assjiges through the walls .blocked uj), the foot of the 
scarj)s cleared from rubbish, and parapets built in all the bastions and 
many of the curtains, while much of the external cover was destroyed. 

“ On the 1st December, the enemy were again routed, and the works 
])rocecdcd with little or no interruption. 

“ By the middle of JaiijUary, (the commenceiyicnt of the rainy season,) 
a parapet no where less tlian six feet high, with a banquette as wide as 
tlic nature of tlie rampart allow^cd, was completed entirely round the 
place. I’lie gates were repaired and strengthened by buttresses ; two of 
them were retrenched, and a ditch carried round the north-west angle, 
while some of the most dimgerous ravines were laid open to our tire, 
and roads were opened into the low ground on the north side. 

“ By tho middle of February, the ditch was carried round the place with 
as good a covered way as the size of the ditch and sujiply of earth allow- 
ed, while the moscpics, forts, gardens, and covtT of every description had 
he<'n destroyed for several liundrcd yards round the place. 

“ At this time Mahomed Akbar Khan mov(‘d into the valley in order to 
attack llic [dace : but they wxtc unable to effect more than a distant in- 
vestment; they frequently occupied the Vocks on the south-west, but 
tlie [){»ra])ets and traverses rendered their fire harmless. 

" On the 19th Fehriuiry, an earthquake, which nearly destroyed the 
town, threw down the greater j)art of our parai)ets, the Cabool gate 
with the two adjoining bastions, the north-west bastion, •anil a psurt 
of the new bastion, which flanked it. Three other bastions also were 
iK’arly destroyed, while scvcrid large breaches were made in the curtains ; 
one on the Pcshawiir side, SO feet long, was quite practicable, the ditch 
being filled and the ascent easy. Thus in one moment the labors of 
tlirqc months were in a great measure destroyed. 

“ No time, however, was lost : the shocks had scarcely ceased when 
tlie wliole garrison was told off into w'c^rking parties, and before night, 
tlie breaches were scarped, the rubbish below cleared away, and the 
ditches before them being cut, wliilc the great one on the Pcshawur side, 
was .surmuunti'd by a good gabion parapet. 

A parajiet was erected on the remains of the north-west bastion, 
with au embrasure allow’iiig the guns to limik the ap])roach of the 
ruined Cabool gate ; the parapet of the new bastion was restored, so as 
to give a flanking fire to the iiorth-w’cst bastion, while the ruined 
gatii w as rcndcreil inaccessible by a trcncli in front of it,^dnd in eve.y 
bastion round tlxe place a temporary parapet was raised. 

PVom the following day all the troops off duty were continually at 
work, and such w’as their cnerg}^ and perseverance, ' that by the end 
of the month, the parapets w ere entirely restored, the Cabool gate again 
serviceable, the bastions either restored, or the curtain filled in when res- 
toration w as impracticable, and every battery re-cstahlishcd. , 

“ ’!’he breaches have been built up w’ith the ramjiart, doubled in 
tliickiK'ss and the whole of the gates retrenched. 
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It is not easy to give an adequate idea of tlie extent of the labour 
performed by the troops. * 

“ The parapets, banquettes, etc., were built of the ruins of the buildings 
thrown down, cemented with clay mixed with straw and bound toge- 
ther, when requisite, by bond timbers ; of tf\is masonry aboutl04.500 
cubic feet had been built before the earthquake, luid since then 
(including new works) about 103.J)00 cubic feet have been erected, 
making in all above 208^000 cubic feet of mt^sonry. But the material 
had to be procured from a distance by ftie laborious process of demoli- 
tion, and the ruinous wall liad to be scarped, cleared at the base, 
and prepared for the work. 

" It will be seen that the birgest parties were furnished by H. AI.’ss 
13th Light Infaiitry, and 1 know not how adcciuateJy to express my 
sense of the services of this admirable body of men ; though having 
little more than every other night in bed, they laboured for months, day 
after day, officer? and men, with a cheerfulness and energy not to be 
surpucsed. To enumerate all whose zeal and intelligence were eonsj>icu- 
ous, would almost require me to go over the list ot the Officers, anil to 
mention even many of the valuable Ntm-CommissioncTl Officers ; but 1 
cannot deny myself tlie pleasure of naming those whose more extended 
ju'olV’ 'lonal education gave 4heir aid additional value, namely, Ca])tuiii 
Fenwick,* Lieutenant Frere and Ensign Parker. Separate portions of 
the works were also entrusted at various times to other Officer?, espe- 
cially Lieutenants G. King and G. Wade, and Ensign Scott, and I had 
every mason to be satisfied with their execution. 

The 35 th N. I. were much employed in destroying the forts and 
other co\ ’T around the place, and it is due to Captain Seaton to nuMitiou 
his great activity and the skill with which, by directing the w'uter- 
courses used for irrigation on the most massive ruins, be cirectcd a 
quantity of demolition, which, with our short sujiply of gunpowder, 
would have otherwise been impracticable. * 

“ With the excejition of a few of the larger bastions, the whole of 
the batteries were prcjiared by the Artillery themselves, (both Captain 
Abbott's battery and Cajitain Backhouse's Mountain train) under the 
superintendence of their owm Officers. Besides this, a party of Captain* 
Abbott’s Artillery-men was always ready to assist in the w’orks general- 
ly, and they were most ably superintended by Lieutenant Dawes, to 
W'hom I am indebted for aid as constant as it w^as valuable and willingly 
given. Captain Backhouse, with his own men and detachment of the 
(kh Infantr}*Shah Soojah’s force, not only prepared the parapets and 
embrasures for his own guns, and repaired the damages done to them 
by the earthquake, but he undertook and completed several of the most 
useful and laborious operations executed ; among others a large and 
widely branching series of ravines giving cover to many hundred men 
within pistol shot of a very weak part of the works, was filled uj), or 
entirely laid open to fire, and tliat with a number of men, which, with- 
out his untiring zeal and personal exertion, would have been inadequate. 

The camp followers were distributed to assist the troops, and they 
followed the exam])le set them and were extremely useful. 
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Aplicndcd arc two plans and some sheets of sections. The first 
j)lan shews, in 'some measure, the way in which the space round tlie 
fort was originally encumbered by buildings and enclosures. Tlie second 
gives an outline of the place as it now stands, w’hile the sections will 
give some idea of the profile of the works as we found them, and as 
we leave them. 

“ The gates have been retrenched inwardly, because from the fall 
of the ground outside and its conformation, no adequate work could 
have been raised without a Ikbour we coukl not at the time spare, 
and without occupying more time than we could ever reckon on for un- 
molested work. 

"J"hc narrowness and sliallowncss of the ditch are owing to our want 
of tools, which limited the strength of our working parlies so much, that 
any thing stronger could not have been carried round in time to 
accomplish v')ur object — that of inteiqiosing an obstacle to a sudden as- 
sault and escalade on every side, while the enemy were still numerous 
and elated by the Cabool disasters. 

'riic breadth of the bermc was necessary from the nature of the soil, 
a loose sand; add it varies as the necessity of including previous cx- 
cavfitioTis, etc., obliged us to alter the tracing. 

In conclusion, 1 have to solicit the Mi jor General’s indulgence for 
this Report, which has been jjreparcd while suffering from a Wound. If 
I have ‘ocen diffuse in noticing the assistance received from the officers 
and troops, it must he ascribed to the admiration with which I daily, for 
many months, witnessed their labours, under circumstances of extraor- 
dinary discouragement, oil short allowjincc of provisions, with heavy du- 
ties of other kinds to perform, and for a considerable time harassed 
by incessant conllicts with the enemy; during all this time there was 
not only no murmuring, but the utmost cheerfulness and zeal prevailed. 
It was not once necessary to resort to punishment, and I never had to 
make a single report (»ther than commendatory.’' 

(tkougf Buoaufoot, Cftplubiy 

Garrison Flnyhiecry Jrllal/nbad, 

On receiving the foregoing reports, the Governor General issued the 
following appropriate ami gratifying Order : — 


Genera! Order hj the Right Honorable the Governor General of 
IndWy Jlead-yuarters^ AHafadtad, April Z^thy 1812. 

Political Department . — The Governor General has received a report 
from Major General Bollock, C. B., dated the 16th instant, announcing 
his arrivid at .lellalabad. 

** 'riie Major General has thus carried into effect the orders of the 
Government, in a manner wliich entitles him to the highest approbation. 

“ Receiving the o.'jmmand of the army at Pcshawur under circum- 
i'tanecs of peculiar difficulty, he has, in the midst of new and unforeseen 
embarrassments and disappointments, preserved a firm mind, and justly 
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relying upon his own judgment he has at last, with equal discretion and 
decision, accomplished the object he was directed to eilect. 

“ The Governor Generjil requests Major General Pollock to accept 
his acknowledgments of the good service hq has thus rendered to the 
Government of India, and begs he will communicate to the gallant 
Officers fv 'd troops under his command, the entire satisfaction with 
which their conduct has been regarded on this occasion. 

“ The Governor Genq^-al has already, in communicating the dcsj)atch 
from Major General Sir Robert Sale, K. C. B., dated 7th instant, ex- 
pressed his high sense of the services of that Officer and of the Garrison 
of Jcllalabad, terminating on that day by a decisive victory, which 
would have left nothing to desire had Colonel Dennic survived to enjoy it. 

“ The garrison of Jcllalabad having on that day achieved its safety 
by its own prowess, and being now reunited to the army by the move- 
ments of the force under the command of Major General P#llock, C. H., 
it remains only for the Governor General to testify his oj)iiiion of the 
just claims of that garrison to the gratitude of the Government and of 
their country. 

“ The Governor General is jdeased to direct that the second company 
of the sixth battalion of Artillery shall bear upon its appointments, and 
the frth regiment of Light KJavalry upon its standards and appoint- 
ineiits, ifnd the thirty-fifth regiment of Native Infantry upon i^s colors 
and appointments, a mural crown superscribed ‘ Jcllalabad,* as a memo- 
rial of the fortitude, perseverance, and enterprize evinced by those 
several* corps during the blockade of Jcllalabad. 

‘•The Governor General is likewise ‘^leased, in conformity with the 
recommendation of his Excellency the Commander-in-chief, to direct 
that ‘ in orrlcr to give additional and lasting honors to tlie 3r)th Native 
Infantry, whilst it benefits the service generally, that corps shall here- 
after be made a light infantry regiment,* the duties of which it is al|^eady 
so well ac(iuainted with, and lias performed witli so much zeal and sjnrit. 

“ The Governor General is further pleased to direct, that a silver 
medal be made for every officer, non-commissioned ofticcr, and j)rivatc, 
European and Native, who belonged to the garrison of Jcllalabad on the 
7th of April, 1842, such medals to be all similar, and to hear oii 
one side a mural crown suj)cr^cribed ‘ Jcllalabad,* and on the other sidij 
the words ‘ April 7th, 1842.* 

“ The Government of India will present such medal to every officer, 
non-commissioned officer, and private, European and Native, belonging 
V) their sci^icc, and will request the home authorities to lay before Her 
Majesty their most humble prayer, that Her Majesty will be graciously 
pleased to permit the Major General Commanding, and the officers, and 
privates in Her Majesty*s service, who formed part ol^thc garrison of 
Jcllalabad, to receive, and wear a medal similar to that which will be 
so presented to their brothers in arms. 

“ Thf? Governor General, taking into consideration the many great 
privations to wffiich the troops composing the gsjrrison of Jcllalabad 
were exposed during the blockade of that place, and the noble fortitude 
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with which all such privations were borne, as well as the various losses 
the troops sustained, is pleased to direct that a donation of six months' 
batta be made to all the officers, non- commissioned officers, and pri- 
vaten, European and Nativ^., who composed the garrison of Jellalabacl on 
the 7th of April, 1842. 

“ The Governor General will request his Excellency the Commander- 
in- Chief of the Army to give instruction in due time that the several 
corps composing the garrison of Jellalabad may, on their return to In- 
dia, be received at all the statiJha on their route to their cantonments, 
by all the troops at such stations, in review order with presented arms. 

“ By order of the Right Honorable the Governor General of India, 

T. H, Maddock, 

Secretary to the Govt, of India , with the Governor General'* 

For the Aext military movement on record as connected with the ad- 
vance, wc return to Quetta, where Major General England was awaiting 
instructions to join tlie force at Candahar. Receiving the necessary 
orders, he moved forward towards the end of April, accompanied by the 
detachment under Major Simmons, which li^ul since joined him from Da- 
dur. He was attacked, however, on the 28th April, (exactly ofic month 
from the date of the previous conflict,) upon the very same ground, 
the heights at Hykulzie, but with a very different result. The force 
employed consisted of one troof H. Artillery, one Compy. Bengal Foot 
Artillery, 3d Bombay Cavalry, Poonah Horse, Her Majesty's 41st Regt. 
the Light Battalion, and 25th N. I., and the following appears to have been 
the plan of attack : — The heights on the left were first carried by three 
companies of H. M.’s 41st, and three of the Light Battalion gallantly led 
on by Major Simmons. The advance was covered by a brisk shelling from 
four pieces of Artillery. The higher of the two eminences, near which 
tli(' former check was experienced, having been gained, the column in 
the hollow lower down dashed up the hill on which the breast-work 
from which the 41st suffered so severely on the 28th March, was placed. 
The enemy were instantly dispersed, and pursued from the ground by 
100 troopers under Captain Delamain. The AlFghans, on*l)eing over- 
taken, jumped from their horses, and furiously rushed on foot at our 
men, cutting abftut them desperately on every side. About 300 of the 
enemy were killed : our casualties w^erc light. 

On this occjision, the position of the enemy was turned ; our trooj)s 
crowned one of the kills which commanded the stockaded post, and 
rendered it at once untenable. I'hc enemy fled, and suffered severely- 
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The remains of those who fell in the action of the 28th March, wore col- 
lected together and interred. General England’s dispatch briefly records 
the action : — 

• • 

From Major General ll. England, to the Assistant Adjutant General 
Candah. r. Head-quartet's^ Scinde Field Force, Camp at Lora River, 
2^th April, 1842. 

“ Sill, — I have the hf)nor to acqujxii^ youj for the information of the 

1 Trc.op iiorsu Artillery MajOT^Gcncral commanding the troo])s in Lower 
rsrdT.t" cJJy!'i*o?na Horse. Aflfghanistan and Scinde, that I yesterday attacked 
H. M 4^1 licgt.Lt. Biittti. the enemy’s strong position in front of the village 

2 .til [icginient N. I. Hykulzic, witli tlie troo])s mentioned in the 

margin, and dispersed them in all directions. 

2. TJie three columns of attack were wx'll led by Major Simmons, 

H. M. 41st Regiment; Captain Woodburn, 25th Bombay N. L, and 
Maji-r Cochran, H. M. 41.st; the latter being accompanied by a wing of 
tlio 2.')th Bombay N. I., under Captain Tetisdale, commanding tliat 
corps. • 

3. “ The rcscr\'e was in the hands of Major Browne, commanding 
H. Mj»41st Regiment. ^ 

4. •' Toothing could 1)C more successful than tlie combinations, and the 
insurgents, after a short resistance, fled into tlie rugged muiii?tains in 
tlicir r(;ar, leaving tlieir standards, and being closely and gallantly 
pursued by the 3rd Light Cavalry under Captain Delamain. 

5. practice of Captain lA'slie’s Horse Artillery Battery was, as 
usual, most elFcctivo, and the conduct of the trooj)s excellent. 

f). I beg to annex a list of the casualties which bavi‘ (ux'urrcd 
in this ali’dir. I have, &c. • 

11. England, Major General, 
Commandinq Scinde Field F^rce.*’ 


SciNDi' Field Fokce. 

Return, of Casualties in action with the enemy near llukulzie. Camp, 2Hth 

April, 1842. 

“ H. M. 41st llcgt. — Wounded, 2 Hank and File. — 3d Light Caval- 
ry. — Wounded, 1 Lieut. 1 Havildar, and 3 Rank and File — Horses, 
7 Wounded and 1 Missing. — Light Battalion. — Wounded, 2 Rank and 
File. — Gcn^'ral Staff. — Wounded, 1 Captain. 

Officers Wounded. 

Tiicut. W. Ashburner, 3d Cavalry, severely, and Captain Deere, A. 
D.jCh slightly. 

* Remarks — Rank and File. 

{ Severely 4 

Slightly, 4 

U. England, Major General, 

Commanding Scinde Field Foree."' 


Wounded 
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From Hykulzie to Candahar, the General pursued his march unoppos- 
ed, roacliing the latter town on the 9th of May. This accession of 
strength to General Nott*s division was most opportune, for within a 
week after its arrival information was received, that the fort of Khelat-i- 
Ghilzie was closely invested by six thousand Ghilzies, for w^hom, it was 
apprehended, the garrison of 950, under Captain Craigie, would scarcely 
be a match. General NeVtt inimediately despatched Colonel Wymer, 
with Her Majesty’s 40th Kegt., the 2nd, 16th and 38th Regt, Bengal 
Native Infantry, Captain Blood’s and Captain Leslie’s guns, ncnrly all the 
Bombay Cavalry, and Capt. Haldane’s and a part of Captain Christie’s 
horse. This force had not however proceeded beyond Tcer-undaz, 
when intelligence arrived that the enemy had been driven from the walls 
by the brave little garrison* with very considerable loss. In giving the 
official account of the defence, it is due ti) the 43d Bengal Native 
Infantry, to preface it by the commendatory Notification of the Governor 
General. , 

** NiAiJicat ion, — Secret Deparimenl, Allahabad, July. — The Gover- 
nor General has great satisfaction in making public, tlie following report 
from Captain Craigie, commanding the garrison of Kelat-i-Ghilzie, of 
the gallant and successful defence made by tliat garrison against a 
large force of AfFghans by which it was assaulted. On this occasion, the 
late Shah Soojjih’s 3d Regiment of Infantry and the detachment of the 
Bengal 43d Regiment Native Infantry, displayed that decided superi- 
ority over their enemies, which has been uniformly manifested by the se- 
veral Corps composing Major General Nott’s army. 

“ By order of the Right Hon’ble tiic Governor General, 

T. H. Maddock, 

Secy, to the Government of India, 

. with the Governor General.*" 


From Captain J. H. Craigie, Commanding Kelat-i-Ghilzie, to Captain 
Tnos. PoLWHKLE, Dcputy Assistant Adjutant General. 

“ Sib, — I have the honor to report for the information of^Major Go- 
iioral Nott, commanding in Lower AfFghanistan and Scinde, that Kelat- 
i-Ghilzie was attacked at j before 4 o’clock this morning, in two places ; 
viz. at the long neck to the north-east, and at an outwork constructed 
hist winter by the Sepoys to give a raking fire in rear of the barracks. 

“ The enemy advanced to the assault in the most determined manner, 
each column consisting of upwards of two thousand men, provided with 

c 

* Of tlie sufIVnngs of U\is garrison soim* iilea may hr formed, from the extraof from a letter 
which Will he found in Appendix VJIl. 
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thirty scaling ladders . but after an hour’s fighting, were repulsed and 
driven down the hill, losing five standards, (one of wlfich was plauteil 
three times in one of the^ embrasures,) and the whole of which arc now 
in our ]K)ssessi( 2 n. ^ 

Of the enemy’s loss 1 Jim unable to give any correct account, as their 
killed and mounded, during the greater part of the attack, were imme- 
diately taken to the rear ; but 104 dead bodies were left on the slope 
of the hill, and from 6 a^. m. till 3 p. m. the ^cnemy were employed in 
carrying off such of their dead and woSnded as had been taken to the 
rear. 

“ The greatest gallantry and coolness were displayed by every Com- 
missioned, Non-Commissioned Officer and Private, (both European and 
Native,) engaged in meeting the attack of the enemy, several of whom 
were bayonetted on the top of the sand bags, forming our parapets. On 
t)ur side, I am happy to say, only six Sepoys were wound^l; viz. two 
of the detachment 43d N. 1., and four of the 3d Infantry. 

“ A body of about 300 of the enemy, when driven back, took shelter 
under the rocks below the outwork, but were immediately dislodged by 
a comjiany of the 3d Infantry, which 1 detached for that purpose. 

I have, &c. 

Kehf '*Ghihie, 21.s7 May, 1J^42. tf. Halket Ciiaigik, Captain, 

* Comdg. KclaUuphihie. 

On the arrival of Colonel Wymer at Khclat-i-Gilzie, he proceeded, in 
fulfilmci'jt of the orders that had been given him, to destroy the works, 
and to withdraw the garrison. He then marched to Ghirisk to relieve 
the d(*tachmcnt of Irregulars which lield the place, and after razing a 
numbi’r of forts to the ground in the Ghilzie country, as far as Dalla uj> 
the Urgandab, returned to Candahar. Meanwhile, the rebels ha(> not 
been idle : — aware of the diminution which the force .at Candahar had 
sustained by the departure of Colonel Wymer, Prince Suffer Jung and 
Atta Mahomed rc-api)cared in the neighbourhood of Candahar ; but. 
General Nott’s despatch shall recount the manner of their reception. 

To T. H. Maddock, Esq, Secretary to the Government of India, with 

the Governor General. Head-quarters, Candahar, 2dth May, 1 842. 

^ * 

“ Siu, — Aktar Khan, chief of Zamindawur, having assemlilcd three 
thousand men, crossed the Hclmund and joined the rebel force under 
Prince Suffur Jung and Atta Mahomed, on the right bank of the 
UrgAundab, taking advantage of the absence of Brigadier Wymer, who 
had been detached into the Ghilzie province with a large portion of my 
force, and nearly the whole of my cavalry. The enemy, under an im- 
j)rcssion that we had not a sufficient number of vien to hold the city, 
and at the same time to attack them in the field, took possession of 

2 11 
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•-onic sU*L‘i) rocky hills within a mile of the city walls. 1 instantly 
moved out with the troops noted in the accompiiiiyintj Field return, 
leaving; Major General England, K. H., in command of the city. The 
Gliazces had about 8000 in position, and 2()00 men g]\arding the 13a- 
hawullee Pass and roads leading to their camp. Our troops carried all 
tlieir positions in gallant style, and drove them in confusion, and with 
great loss across the Urghundab river. 

“ I was ably assisted by Brigadier Stacy and every Officer present. 

“ Major Uawlinson, PoIiticalVVgcnt, with his accustomed zeal was in 
the ticld, and gallantly led a small body of Persian and Afghan Horse to 
the charge. 

1 enclose a list of killed and wounded.” 1 am, Ac. 

W. Nott, Major Geuoral, 
Commanding Lower Affghunislan and Scinde. 


Return of Killed and Wounded of the Troops, engaged with the cnenuj 
near Candahar, on the^Oth May, 1842. 

“ Horse Artilll^ry, S. S. F. — Wounded one llavildar. three Privates 
and one Syce. 

.4. M.’s 41st Rcgt. — Wounded 11 IVvatcs. 

“ 4‘2d Bengal N. I. — Wounded 1 Lieut, and G Privates. ' 

“ 43d ditto. — Wounded I Havildar, 18 Privates, and 1 Bheesty. 

Detachment Shah’s 1st Cavalry. — Killed 1 Private and I Horse, — 
Wounded, I Ensign, 1 Jemadar, 1 Naick, 5 Privates and II • Horses. 

“ Graml I’otal of killed and Wounded, 52 Officers and men, and 
12 Horses. 

Officers Wounded, 

Lieutenant J. J. Mainwaring, 42d Regiment Bengal Native Infantry, 
slightly. 

“ Doing duty wdth Detachment Shah’s 1st Cavalry, Ensign N. B. 
( ■liamberlain, IGth Regiment Bengal Native Infantry, severely. 

Manour Khan, Naib Rcssaldar, Shah’s 1st Cavalry,” 

W. Nott, Major General, 
Comdg. Lower Afghanistan and Scinde, 

The troops engaged in the affair reported in this dispatch w^ere 
'Iwclve G-pounders Shah Soojah’s Artillery. H. M.’s 41st Rcgt. 42d 
Regt. Bengal N. I. A portion of the 43d N. I. Small Detacjhments from 
the Poonah Horse, the Bombay Light Battalion, 25th Rcgt. Bombay 
N. I., and 200 of the Shah’s 1st Calvalry. 

llie following more graphic account of the action, than that given in 
the dispatch, will gratify the general reader. 

“ On the 29th, a^ Doorance Army under Aktur Khan, mustering, 
Horse and Foot, some GOOD, crossed the Urghandab, and came down 
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close to Ciindahar. Their position was good, and some of their point. « 
strong, but they had no reserve, and were somewhat scattered. General 
Nott .‘icnt the 42d and 43rd Regiments with 4 guns, under Col. Stacey, 
to reconnoitre, yrho were followed by H. M.'s^41st and Anderson's light 
guns. At one o’clock the force was in action. The Dooranees crown- 
ed the rocks above the city, and on them our force marclied, — the 
light companies as a storming party, supported by the 43rd and the 
Artillery, who kept up^a continual fire, ^rom the jiosition of the 
rmemy, and the character of the grounJl some loss followed, about 30 
killed and wounded, with some seven or eight Europeans. Nothing 
could have been better done, it seems; and Chamberlain of the 16th, 
distinguished himself highly by getting up to the enemy, breaking 
their ranks with his men, and driving them from the hills. Matters, 
however, did not end here : but, after this, the hills on the opposite 
side w'ere covered by large masses of the Dooranees ; wljo however, 
soon gave way, and in groat disorder all tied, striving to gain the 15aha- 
wullcc Pass. A horrible scene however ensued here. Thinking to 
entrap us, the Ghazees had barricaded the Pass, and the Dooranees, 
Horse and Foot, unable to make way, rushed rounfl the base of the 
hills. Here chase was given by Chamberlain and the guns in splendid 
style, hut unhappily he was kcre severely w^ounded by a dagger-thrust 
in the tliigli. Mahomed Atta was at the head of a large number of the 
enemy, and fought dcsi^crately ; he is now missing, and was reported 
killed. The Dooranees were driven completely from their position, .and 
lied to their camp beyond the Urghandab. Here,. on the 30th, they 
were followed by a fresh body of troops, under Col. Stacey, on whose 
ajij)earanco they l)rokc up their Camp, and fled to tlic Nortliern hills ; 
the enemy’s loss is about 400 killed and wounded. This wais a desj)cr- 
ate struggle of Aktur Khan's, and our conquest was too complete to 
leave him any hope of having another fight for his own interest. 

“ JLiieul. Chamberlain of the 16tli, and Capt. Mainwaring of* the 
‘13rd, only arc spoken of as wounded. 

Genertd Nott was tlelayed at Candahar, and has received orders to 
destroy the fort of Khelat-i-Gliilzic, which he seems to feel some 
rchictancc at. 

“ Our Infantry and guns, with the energy of their attack, scorn to 
liavc astonished the Dooranees. TJie Parseewan Horse, under their brave 
leader Agha Mahomed, also did great execution, and were very instru- 
mental in destroying the positions of, and following up, tlic enemy ; 
much more •would have been done at the Bahawullec Pass, hut for the 
winded condition of the horses,” 

Prince Sufter Jung, soon after this last defeat, .surrendered himscll 
unconditionally to Major General Nott, and the confederacy in the 
Candahar province broke up. 

During these operations in Lower AlFghanistai^ Major General Pol- 
lock’s force had remained idle, as much from the want of authority a*' 



23G 


ACnO^ NEAR CANDAHAll. 


of means to move towards CabuL That city had, meanwhile, become 
iigain the scene of desperate feuds. Shah Soojah had fallen by the 
hands of assassins, and the succession of bis son, Futteh Jung, was 
disputed by the AfFghans* in the interest of Mahomed Akbar Khan.* 
I'lic latter chieftain triumphed, but to suit his own purposes placed 
Futteh Jung upon the Musnud, contenting himself with the office 
of Vizier. Dreading the farther advance* of the British forces, 
Akbar Khan had previous to this sent in two of the prisoners, 
first CaptEiin Mackenzie and afterwards Captain Troup, to treat 
wdth General Pollock for the release of the whole of the captives, 
but the uncertainty of Lord Ellenborough as to whether it would 
be more c\:pedicnt, under any circumstances, to push the troops on 
to Afghanistan, put it out of General Pollock’s power to bring nego- 
ciations to a satisfactory close. Three months were passed in a state of 
complete inaction. The intense heat of the weather, the uncertainty 
of their movements, the scarcity of provisions, the crowded state of the 
encampment, induced much sickness among the troops and the cattle, 
and caused the loss of the Jives of several valuable officers. During 
this halt also, the unfortunate Major General Elphinstonc died a captive 
in the hands of Akbar Khan, who sent in the body to the British camp, 
that it might be buried with all the honours due to the remains of a 
brave but incompetent soldier. Captain John Conolly, another pAsoncr. 
likewise died in this interval. 

At length, when the patience of the army had been fairly worn out, 
and a feeling of sorrow and disgust had been created by a conviction, 
that it was the intention of Lord Ellenborough’s Government to with- 
clraw the forces without marching to Cabul and rescuing the prisoners,t 
an authority reached General Pollock to employ the period which might 
elapse before the season would allow of the Army’s retracing its steps 
through the Punjab in destroying the forts and other strongholds of the 
AfFghans in the neighborhood of Jellalabad. The refusal of the chiefs 
in the Shinwarree valley to pay their revenue to the legitimate authority 
at Cabul, whose interest the British w’^cre still supposed to represent. 


* For tlic authentic particulars of the Shah's murder, see Appendix. No. X. 
t The pnttisnns of llis Lordship have endeavored to make it appear, that no such witlilrawul was 
coutoni^ lated, but unfortuiiato’y for them, there are oilicial documents on record in the o/flcc of 
the Adjutant General, wluch puts the matter beyond dispute. 
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constituted a fair pretext for the operations, which were accordingly 
entrusted to Brigadier Monteath of the 35th Bengal N. I., who performed 


the duty and returned to*Camp, sending in the following report of his 
proceedings : — 


'I’o T. li. Maddock, Esq., Sccy. to Govt., Political Department, dated 
Jcllalabad, July, ^842. 

“ Sir, — I have the honor td forward herewith a copy of my letter to tlie 
Adjutant-General of the Army of this date, forwarding copies of let- 
ters and other documents from Brigadier Monteath, reporting tiic result 
of an attack on the enemy in the Sliinwarrec valley. 

“ The loss sustained by the enemy must have been considerable, for in 
a letter which one of the Chiefs addressed to Caj)tain Mac^egor on the 
28th instant, he states, that they were still burying their dead. I’ho ef- 
fect i . the whole valley by such a complete defeat of the Shinwarrccs, 
and the ilestruction of so miuiy of their forts, will be productive of the 
most beneficial effects.’* I havd, &c. 

Geo. Pollock, Maj.-Gcnl., 
Corny. Troops West of the Indus. 


To Major-General Lomley, Adjutant General of the Army, llead-Quar- 
• ters Simla. Camp Jellalabad, Wth July, 1842. 

“ Sir,-— I have the honor to forward for the information of His Excel- 
lency the Commandcr-in-Chief, copy of a letterdatedCainpMazecna,27th 
instant, from Brigadier Monteath, C. B., commanding the Troojjs in the 
Shinwarree valley, together with copies of the documents to which it re- 
fers. Although the loss of the enemy on this occasion has not *l)ccn 
stated by Brigadier Monteath, I have every reason to believe from 
authentic sources it has been considerable. One of the Chiefs, ‘ Shadoo,* 
had a nephew and a first cousin killed in the action, and another Chief 
‘ Hossein,' also lost a son. 

“ The enemy were busily employed during the afternoon of the 26th, 
in burying their dead, and on the day subsequent to the engagement, the 
Shinwarree Chiefs sent into Camp to express their willingness to pay the 
revenue. I have, &c. 

G. Pollock, Maj.-Genl. 

Corny. Troops West of the Indus. 


From Briyadier Monteath, C. B. Commandiny Field Force, to Captain 
PoNsoNUY, Asst. Adjt. Gen. dated Camp Mazeena, 21th July, 1842. 

“ Sir, — I have the honor of addressing you to»state for the informa- 
tion of Major General Pollock, C. B., that in accordance with the inten- 
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lion rxj)rc! 5 SC(l by me in my letter of the 24 th instant, I marched out 
yesterday morning at daylight to attack the enemy with tlic following 
troops and guns : — 

Five 9 -pounders. , 

One 24-pound howitzer, 
h'ifty Sappers and Miners. 

One Squadron 1st Light Cavalry. 

Seven Companies H. f4. 31st fcgiment. 

Seven ditto 33d N. Infantry. 

Seven ditto 53(i N. Infantry. 

Ferris’ Corps of Jezailchies. 

“ As the road into the enemy's country was nearly impracticable for 
loaded animals, and we must have lost a great many (kimcls, had 1 
attempted to move with our baggage, 1 resolved on returning to iny 
jircscnt posKion after the operation I had in view had been concluded, 
therefore having compressed the Camp as much as possible by striking a 
portion of it, and collecting the tents and baggage on one sj)ot, I left it 
in charge of Major Hewitt, 33d Regiment, with the following troops : — 
2 Companies H. M.’s 31st Regiment. 

2 Ditto 33d Native Infantry'. 

2 Ditto 53d Native Infantry. 

2 Jiciuadrons 1st Light Cavalry. 

50 Jezailchies and 100 of Torabaz Khan’s men. 

“ On the troops gaining the left ridge of the Shinwarree valley, which 
was the most jrracticablc, the enemy retired out of tbeir forts,* and I 
detached Lieut. Beecher of the Engineers, with Sappers and Miners 
to set fire to them, which he did in succession up to the fort of 
Sekunder Khan, at the liead of the valley, the force moving parallel 
along the ridge for the protection of the party. Thus at one time the 
interiors of five and thirty forts were in a blaze along the valley, tlie 
enemy contemplating the scene from the heights in the vicinity of Se- 
kunder Khan’s fort, where they had taken up positions, and from whence 
they were driven in gallant style by the advance, consisting of the Light 
and two battalion Companies H. M.'s 31st Regiment, the Light Compa- 
nies 33d and 53d Regiments, and the corps of Jezailchies under Major 
Skinner, H. M.'s 31st Regiment. 

“ At this moment the guns Jiaving been brought into position by Cap- 
lain Abbott, opened a fire of sharpncll shells upon them, which did con- 
siderable execution, and so disconcerted them, that parties left the field 
altogether, and never returned. ^ • 

** Having effected every thing in the way of dJft'uction, I caused two 
companies of the 53d Regiment to be extended along a ridge below 
that from whence the advance had driven the enemy, of which it remain- 
ed in possession. In rear of the companies of the 53d, a company 
of tiie 33d was extended along the top of another ridge, and in rear of 
that company on a higher ridge two guns were placed in positioji to aid 
in covering the retirenfent of the advance from the enemy, who were all 
ready to attack them as soon as they should commence their descent 
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from the heights. On these arrangements being completed, the recall 
was sounded to tlu' advance, and, 1 am happy to say^ that the whole 
joined the in.iiii hotly without a single casualty occurring. 

“ Major Skinueris part*y having been exceedingly fatigued, fortheJieat 
had been excessive and their labour great, I tfirected them to fall in witli 
the main column, and ordered out two companies from each of tlie three 
Regiments tt) cover our retrogression homewards. These were formed 
into two parties, and extended across the ridge in two lines of skirmish- 
ers. In rear of the scc(5nd line, I placdl two guns with the company of 
• H. M.’s 31st Regiment flailking each of them, also a party of forty 
Cavalry, and a line of skirmishers was thrown out along the whole right 
flank of the column to the edge of the ridge, (where the ground from 
its broken character was most favourable to the enemy.) and whieli 
communicated with the rear line of the covering force placed under tlio 
command of Lieutenant- Colonel Bolton, H. M.’s 31st Regt^ at his own 
solicitation. 

“ Tn this order we retired seven miles and a half over as bad a road 
as can well be supposed, and, although I had anticipated loss and great 
annoyance from the enemy throughout the march, y^t it seemed as if 
they had enough, as their attacks w^re languid and remarkably cauti- 
ous thiV>ughout, and I am n^oiced to .‘^ay, that at half past 3 i*. m., we 
arrived in camp without loss or injury of any kind. 

“ It gives me great pleasure to record the zealous conduct of the 
troops generally, and the cheerful and praiseworthy manner in which 
the soldiers of H. M.’s 31st Regiment laboured to drag the guns up 
such i)lacc8 as the horses, notwithstanding their uneiiualled qualities, 
were incapable of doing. 

“ Herewith 1 beg to enclose Major Skinner's report, and I can myself 
bear ainjilc testimony to the gallant conduct of himself and those under 
bis command ; and I should be unjust w'cre 1 not to say, that the 
conduct of Captain Ferris, his native commandant, Hydcr Ali, and tlio 
whole corps of Jczailchies, was highly distinguished. 

“ My thanks are very justly due to Lieut. Colonel Bolton, H. M.'s 
3lstRegt., for the able manner in which he conducted the duties of 
covering the retirement of the force, and particularly so to Major Skin’- 
ner, for the zealous and gallant manner in which he led the advance 
against the enemy. To Capt. Ferris, for the gallant manner in whicli, 
with his corps of Jczailchies, he drove the enemy from their position on 
the heights. To Capt. Abbott and Lieutenant Dawes, for the very suc- 
cessful practice of the guns. To Lieutenant Beecher, for the zealous 
and satisfactory manner in which he, with the detachment of Sappers 
and Miners, constructed a road for the guns and fired the enemy’s forts 
in the valley. And to Lieutenant Lugard, H. M’s 31st Regiment, Major 
of Brigade, Lieut. Maync, Assistant Quarter Master General, Captain 
Lloyd, Sub-Assistant Commissary General, and Captain Robertson, Field 
Kngineef, for the assistance afforded me by them in the field. 

“ I have also to express my thanks to Captain Maegregor, Political 
Agent, who, when tlic opportunity offered itself, served with the guns. 
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“ Enclosed is a sketch of the Shinwarrec valley, and the ridge over 
which the troopS ])assed ; a return of killed and wounded ; one of the 
strcngtli of the force employed, and one of ammunition expended. 

I have, &c. 

T. Monteat II, Brigadier, 
Commanding the Field Force. 


From Major Skinner, //. A/.’.v .‘U.v/ Regiment, to Montkatii, 

C. B,, Commanding the Field Force. 

** Sir. — 1 have tlie honour to rejiort to you, that when the advance 
guard, composed of the following details, viz. the three-Light Comjianies 
of the Brigade with two Battalion Companies of H. M/s 31st Regiment, 
and the corjis of Jezailchlcs reached the crest of the ridge over which 
the main column was moving, about 8 o’clock a. m., I observed the 
enemy posted in small bodies upon the different heights and ridges in 
my front, while several parties occupied gardens and broken walls at the 
foot of the line of hills I wiis upon, above the valley on the right 
hand. 

“ A sharp fire was opened upon the line of skirmishers, who quickly 
advanced and drove the enemy off, the corps of Jezailchics swept the 
front, the left hills were cleared by the light company of the 31st Foot, 
and the light company of the 33d N. I. on the right skirmished through 
that part of the valley nearest the ridge, the remaining companies were 
ill support. We advanced to Sekundcr Khan’s fort of ‘ Muraiz,* over 
very broken and difficult country, with frequent descents and ascents ; 
the enemy sometimes keejiing up a good fire, but always abandoning the 
line of heights as we ascended, and falling back to others. I halted at 
Sekundcr Khan’s fort, from which a few shots were fired as we advanced, 
when it was evacuated. 

“ This fort hangs over a narrow valley on the right hand, fields of 
rice in many jmrts of it are now under water. A narrow stony ridge in 
the midst of the valley was occupied by the enemy, and comm:inded the 
j)ost among trees at the foot of the fort which I wished to hold ; the 
enemy was soon driven off the first part of the ridge, and fell back to a 
higher peak, from which it became also necessary to drive them ; this 
was done by the Jezailchics under Capt. Ferris in very good style, who 
held it till withdrawn. At the head of the valley in which we nov 
were, there stands a high hill, with a fort upon its summit, a consider- 
able distance off. All the ridges from which the enemy had been driven 
appeared to draw to a point at this fort, and their retreat was always 
towards it. 

“ Many men were collected there, and large parties were sent out 
to my right ; this induced me to draw the companies of the 3Jst Foot 
im the left near to me. The enemy soon appearing on the summit of a 
hill above my left, however, I sent one company of the 31st Regiment 
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tf) drive him away, and occupy the hill. This duty was remarkably 
well performed by Ca})tain Marshall, H. M.*s 31st U&giment, whose 
company was employed upon it. The enemy retreated with some loss, 
and took up ajiother position under cover of a Sungah or breast- 
work of stone within shot. He was driven from it with great gallantry 
by Lieut. Mcllvcen of the 3 1st llegiment, and a party of No. 7 com- 
pany of the corps. Lieutenant Mcllveen,* a very promising young Offi- 
cer indeed, was, I regret ^to say killed in the Jjssault upon the Sungah. 

A narrow valley of rice §elds, completely swamped, separated the 
ridge, on whicli my right was, from two' small forts, a garden at one 
end of the rice valley below the ridge towards the first of the two forts 
was held by the light company of the 33rd Native Infantry, the enemy 
descended from a high line of sand hills, and occupying these two forts, 
annoyed my position a good deal. He was driven from them by the 
light company and part of No. 6 of the 31st Regiment, Vho had mj 
other ground to advance on but the narrow ridges that divide the 
terrav js of rice. They moved along these under a sharp fire, and drove 
the enemy from his position. I occupied these forts, ai^d leaving Brevet 
Major Urmstoii, of the 31st Regiment, in command of the post, ceased 
from furjthcr ojierations. None of the forts I have mentioned were ten- 
able i y tlie enemy ; the walls were breached in many places by the 
earthquake in February last. When I was ordered to fall back ^n the 
main body, about half- past 1 p. m., Major Urmston retired in good order, 
(followed at a distance by the enemy, who had fired constantly into the 
forts whfcn w’e occupied them,) over the difficult ground behind him, hav- 
ing set fire to the villages within the two forts before he left them. 

The advance guard being collected together above Sekunder Kha?i*s 
fort joined tlie main column. I have great pleasure in assuring you, 
that during several hours of most active operations, over the difficult 
country wc were in, every officer and man under ray command hehiived 
admiraldy.” 

I have, &c. 

T. Skinner, Major, H. M's. 31sf Regiment. 


* A correspondent of the Delhi Gazette thus described the death of this ofHccr . — 

“ The forts nearest to us were instantly abandoned, but as their wives and children had taken 
shelter in those more distant, the Aifghans disputed the ground stiflly to protect them ; but at la.st, 
aiamt 10 o'clock, %ur troops finally drove them out of the valley, and pursued them up the heights 
beyond, where they made a stand in a stockade for a little while, but yielded to the gallantry of the 
Light company of the 31st Foot, who d|»ve them from it and kept possession. Here Lieutenant 
]\rcllv(}en of the 31st was shot near the heart, leading on his men : five Afighans seeing him fall, 
rushed down, knives drawm ready to cut him, — but his Light Bobs close by fired and dropped all 
five, which enabled them to bring off their Officer, who only lived long enough to say to his men 
‘ If you cannot carry me off, at least take away my sword ’ His Ijpdy was brought back to our 
camp, and interred licre this morning.’’ 
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ADVANCE TO CABUL AND GIIT^ZNI. 


Return of Killed and Wounded in action under the command of Brigadier 
Monteath, C. B„ on the 26M July, 1842. Camp Mazeena, 21th July, 
1842. 

STRENGTH. 

“ Capt. Abbott's Battery, 2 Officers E. and N., 2 Serjeants, of N. (J 
Light Field Battery. 

“ Squadron 1st Liglit Cavalry, 11 Officers E. and N., 10 Serjeants. 
129 rank and file. — H. P4.'s .^Ist Regt. 24 Officers E. and N., 34 
Serjeants, 500 rank and file. — 33d Regt. N. 1., 26 Officers E. and N., 
32 Serjeants, 494 rank and file. — 53d Regt. N. I., 25 Officers E. and N.. 
42 Serjeants, 542 rank and file. — ^Jezailchies, 15 Officers E. and N., 32 
Serjeants, 343 rank and file — Grand Total — 103 Officers, 152 Serjeants 
and 2008 rank and file. 

Casualties, 

" //. A/.^31sf Foot. — 1 Officer killed, 7 rank and file wounded. 

33rf N. 1. — 1 Serjeant and 8 rank and file wounded. 

“ 53rf N. I. — 5 rank and file wounded. 

“ Jezailchies.- -2 rank and file killed ; 2 ditto wounded. 

“ Total. — 1 Officer killed, 2 rank and file ditto ; 1 Sergeant and 22 
rank and file wounded.” T. Monteath, Brigadier. 

Commanding Field Force. 

Return of Ammunition expended in action under the command of Brigadier 
Monteath, on the 26//i instant. " 

“ Capt. Abbott’s Battery — expended 37 rounds — shells, shrapnel 
2-f- pounders, 6 ; ditto 9 -pounders, 23 ; and round shot 9-poundcrs 8. 

“ Squadron 1st liight Cavalry. 

“ Her Majesty’s 31st Regiment, 4,889 rounds, 

“ 33rd Regt. Native Infantry, 2,892 ,, 

53rd Regt. Native Infantry, 4,954 „ 


“ Jezailchies 6,678 „ 

— — ■ T. Monteath, 

Total, 19,450 Comdg. Field Forced' 


Soon after these operations had been concluded, it became suddenly 
known, that Lord Ellenborough had resolved upon advancing the armies 
of Generals Pollock and Nott simultaneoujsly upon Cabul find Ghuznl , 
and the joy which this intelligence diffused was in no sliglit degree en- 
hanced by the arrival of the orders for the movement. The army 
under General Nott had for some time been impressed with the belief, 
that it was to return to India by way of Deyrah Tshmael Khan, or the 
Bolan Pass, and the dismay and grief which this idea spread throughout 
the force was not less weighty or acute than that which had affected 
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General Pollock’s army when its retrogression was considered certain. 
As at Jellalabad, so now at Candahar, the troops were elated at the 
prospect of again eiicotintcS-ing the enemy, and of taking full vengeance 
for the cruel treachery by which so many thousand soldiers and camp 
followers 1 »d fallen. 

The instructions of the Government to General Nott were to take 
Ghuzni cn route to Cahul, where he wsh to meet and co-operate with 
General Pollock. Whether it was intended that General Nott should 
reach Cahul first, and enjoy the renown of its capture as the reward of 
Ills excellent management in Lower Alfghanistan, the editor of this 
work is nut prepared to say ; but it is certain that he used all imagin- 
able cxjicdition to be foremost in the race, though Genfiral Pollock 
succ/ . ded in outi tripping him. The reader is now presented with the 
details of the operations of the two generals, preparatojy to the evacua- 
tion of Affghanistan. Major General England, it sliould be first stated, 
had, on*thc departure of Gcpcral Nott from Affghanistan moved (ac- 
eoin}>;uiiccl by Prince Timoor Shah) with the 25th Bombay N.^I., the 
late Shah’s troops, some Artillery, etc. escorting the women, children, 
baggage, stores, etc. towards India, by way of the Kojuck and Bolan 
Piisscs. 'idle result of this march is given below as the first in point of 
date : — 


To T. H. Maddock, Esq., 

Secrclanj lo the Government of India, with the Governor General, 

Dated Camp, near KUUi AbdooUa, \dth August, 1S42. 

* Sir, — I have the honor to report for the information of the lliglit. 

Hou’ble the Governor General in Council, that 
1 i rnops Idle Shah’s Horse tlic British forcc at Caudaliar having evacuated 
1 Ouns drawn by Uuiiocks. that City on the 7th and Sth, 1 moved from 
'> jiissdiiahs irregoi.y Horse, my encampmciit near its walls on the 10th, 
25 Bombay !•. 1. late Light pursuant to instructions With tlic dctachmcnt 
Battalion ditto. mentioned in margin en route to Quetta, and 

?} ^^***' ** ^ arrived on the ground yesterday. 

2.^ “ It was communicated to me on the 9th, and subsequently, that the 
Insurgents were preparing to attack the column and convoy under my 
charge in its passage, and especially, that they would make efforts to 
intcrcept.it in the strong country of the Kojuck range, at the northern 
extremity of which I arrived with little molestation on the morning of 
the 16th. 
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3. ** Whatever might have been tlie intentions of the enemy, it was 
ascertained by reconnoitring, that the highest points of mountain were 
not yet occupied by them, and I thought it right therefore, notwith- 
standing that the troops had just completed a' night’s march of 24 miles, 
to push forward a light column to seize the summit at once. 

4. “This operation was perfected by three Battalions, and the most im- 
portant ridge and all the peaks commanding the principal Passes were 
gained by the troops befor^^ dark. 

5. “ On the following morning, the Insurgents began to appear in 
small bodies on diderent hills, but the rouic being flanked, they did little 
mischief, and the baggage, artillery, and immense retinue under the 
protection of this camp, including nine or ten thousand beasts of bur- 
then, began the ascent covered by a rear guard of two Battalions and the 
Cavalry ; and I was soon made aware of our good fortune in having 
seized the li^ights on tlic previous evening, for the number of the enemy 
gradually increased, but all their efforts to capture the baggage, or in- 
deed to interrupt us to any serious extent were frustrated, and the 
passage across the Kojuck mountains may be said to have been perfect- 
ed by noon on tlie 1 8th. 

6. “1 have had the highest reason to be gratified with the exertions 
of all the officers and troops on this occasion, and it is entirely owing 
to thciif incessant efforts in duties of great fatigue, under a privation of 
water, lioth in climbing up the extreme points of the range, to drive oft' 
the enemy whenever they appeared, and in dragging thirteen pieces of 
Artillery over the ridge, that this service has been accomplished with so 
little loss on our side, of life or of convoy. 

7. “I beg to enclose a list of the casualties in killed and wounded of 
this column, which have occurred since I left the immediate vicinity of 
Candahar. 

8. “ My last accounts of Major General Nott, were of the 13th, three 
marches north of Candahar. 

ft. “ His Highness Prince Timoor is now in my camp, and every pos- 
sible attention ])aid to his comfort and safety. 

10. “ The Uight Hon’ble the Governor General will have been in- 
formed, that the chief, Saloo Khan, who had taken service with us after 
the affair with the enemy of the 18th April, near Hykulzie, suddenly 
absconded from the military post held by us at this place on hearing 
^)f our abandonment of Candahar, and it was presumed, therefore, that ho 
was at the head of tlie Insurgents in the Kojuck hills ; but I am not in- 
clined to believe that he was thus employed, and I think Vt more pro- 
bable. that he may have proceeded to join Prince Suftur Jung, who had 
])laced himself at the head of affairs at Candahar. 

11. “I have no information to warrant the expectatiem of any sej-ious 
opposition between this and Quetta, csj)ecially as the Brahoe connection 
with the Affghans seems severed for the present, and I ho])c to be en- 
abled to rej)ort my arrival at Quetta to lu.s Lordship on the 27tfi or 28th 
instant. 

12. “ Pursuant to the instructions of Gpvernmcut of the Ifttli of 
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March, I liave assumed the political responsibilities, as^ well as military 
command, vacated by tlie casualty therein contemplated in the depar- 
ture from those countries of Major General Nott. 

, I have, &c. &c, 

U. England, Major General, Commanding Scinde Forces, 


Dispatches of Major General Pollo%k atkl Nott, descriptive of the 
operations attending the t^ppture of Ghuzni and Cahul, immediately 
preceding the final evacuation of Affghanistan. To Major General 
liCMLKY, Adjutant General of the Army, Head-Quarters, Simla, 
Camp, Mammoo Khail, August 25th, 1842. 


1 SqUfidraii 5th Light Cavalry. 
Head quarters and one Squadron 
null Light Cavalry. 

No. <• Light Field Jlaitery. 

5 Companies Sappers and Miners. 
>1 . M.’s 9th Foot. 

2(Jth Native Infantry, 
doth Native Infantry. 


Sill, — I have the honor to report for the information of His Excel- 
lency the Cominander-in-Chief. ^hat I reach- 
ed Gundamuck on the morning of the 2Ud • 
instant, with the troops as per margin. 

“ On approaching the gjound a few horse- 
men appeared, but retired as we advanced. I 
soon learnt that the enemy, under the Chiefs 
Hadji Ali and Khyrollah Khan, occupied the 
village a*nd fort of Mammoo Khail, about two miles from (Tun^amuck, 
and 1 determined ujion attacking them the following morning. 

“ I ordered up a Squadron of the 3rd Dragoons and Captain Eroaci- 
foot’s Corps of Sappers from General Sale’s Camp, and they joined 
before daylight the following morning. 

At 4 A. M. yesterday morning I moved towards the enemy with the 
Troops as per margin. On clearing tlie broken 
ground in front, I divided the Infantry into 
two columns with a Wing of H. M. 9tli Foot at 
the head of each, and Skirmishers in front. I 
directed Captain Broadfoot with his Corps to 
go to the right. 'Phe Cavalry also advanced on 
the right to cut off the retreat. 

“Captain Abbott’s Buttery accompanied the Columns, and as we ad- 
vanced occasionally opened on the enemy who continued in position so 
king, wc hoped they M^ould oppose us with their whole force, hut they 
retired on our approach, and we entered the village. 

"Phe fields in frcrtit of the village were purposely flooded to prevent 
■‘our advance. The left Column then went towards the fort of Mam- 
moo Khail. and the right Column proceeded to Koodee Khail; the 
ground was impracticable for Cavalry nearly the whole distance, hut on 
ong or two occasions an opportunity did offer, and the enemy suffered 
accordingly. Lieutenant Colonel Taylor, with some Companies of the 
9th Foot and 26th Native Infantry, occupied part of the heights in front 
of the •village of Koodee Khail, while Cajitain Broadfoot and some 
of the 2Gth N. I. cleared the hills to the left*of Lieutenant Colonel 
Taylor’s position. As Koodee Khail is about two miles from Mam- 


i .Squ:idron 5tli Light Cavalry. 

1 Ditto 10th ilUlu. 

No. fi Light Field Battery 
5 Coiupaiiies Sappers and Miners. 
Her Majesty’s 9th Foot. 

2()t}i Native Infantry. 
tiOtli Native Infantry. 

Bruadfoot’s Sappers. 
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moo Kliail, and 51 s a position there might have been attended with risk 
unless very strongly supported, I directed Major General McCaskill to 
retire on Mammoo Khail. As I considered ,it of importance to hold 
Maramoo Khail, which wa^the enemy’s position, I wrote,. for the whole 
Camp to be brought here, and it arrived in safety yesterday afternoon. 

“ I left the Camp standing, and selected Major Davis, of H. M.’s 9th 
Foot, to command the party as per mar- 

Companies 26th Native Infantry, orin for its protection ; the dutv WaS One 
Companies 60tli Native Infantry, and • i i -i. i 

SO Sowars of the 3rd Irregular Cavalry, of COnSldcralpe importance, aS it WaS Oy 

^ no means improbable that the enemy 

would take advantage of our advance to send a party to the Camp. The 
Squadron of Dragoons having arrived just as I was starting, their horses 
would not have been equal to a day’s hard work, which induced me to 
leave them in camp. The overthrow of this party of the enemy must, 
I conclude, 4vdve been very unexpected, as the whole of their camp 
‘ equipage with its carriage cattle, was captured by Captain Broadfoot’s 
Corps and the 3rd Irregular Cavalry. 

I have much , gratification in reporting that the troops, both Euro- 
pean and Native, of each branch and department, well supported the 
character of British Soldiers. ^ 

Where all were equally zealous in the 'cause, and devoted to their 
duty, my thanks are equally due to all; but I may be permitted* to men- 
tion the names of Corps and Departments employed — Major General 
McCaskill, K. H., commanding the right column — Brigadier TuHoch, 
commanding the left column — Captain Abbott, commanding liighi. Field 
battery — Lieut. Col. Taylor, K. H., commanding H. M. 9th Foot — 
Major Hiiish, commanding 26th N. I. — Captain Napleton, commanding 
(iOth N. I. — Major 131air, commanding 10 th Light Cavalry — Captain 
Oldfield, commanding squadron of the 5th Light Cavalry — Captain Tait, 
commanding 3rd Irregular Cavalry — Captain Abbott, Field Engineer — 
Lieut. Becher, commanding Sappers and Miners, and Superintending 
Surgeon Stiven, and Captain Nugent, officiating Sub-assistant Com- 
missary General. The officers of the staff who conveyed my orders to 
the different columns and otherwise aided in the movements of the day 
were Captain Havelock, Deputy Assistant Adjutant General — Captain 
Smith, Major of Brigade — Captain Ponsonby, Assistant Adjutant General 
— Captain MacAdam, Deputy Judge Advocate General — Captain Lane, 
(fommissary of Ordnance — Lieut. Sir Richmond Shakespear, Military 
Secretary — Captain Codrington, Asst. Quarter Master General — Lieut. 
Mayne, Officiating Deputy Assistant Quarter Master General, who was* 
most active throughout the day — Lieut. Tytler, Baggage Master — Lieut. 
Pollock, A. D. C., and Cjijitain Maegregor, A. D. C. — to the last men- 
tioned officer I am not only indebted for services in the field, but, for 
valuable information, and for constant exertions to obtain supplies for the 
force, which his local knowledge and personal acquaintance with the 
Mafficks enables him to do. o 

“ I have this morninf^ heard from several quarters that the two Chiefs, 
Hadjec Ali and Khyroolah Khan, have gone to Cabool, attended by about 
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s-ixty men. If I had removed my camp to Gundomuck yesterday, there 
can be little doubt that the enemy would have re-odfcupied tliis place, 
and he would have announced to the Cabool authorities he had beaten 
us back. Koodee Khaillias been destroyed by fire — the fort and village 
of Mammoo Khail have also been destroyed by fire, and before I quit 
this place, the trees, to which much value and importance arc attached, 
will he cu': down. 

I have the honor to enclose a return oL casualties. I regret I sl^^l 
be deprived of the services of Major HAish, 56th N. I., and Ca])tain Ed- 
mond, II. M. 9th Foot, for lomc time, though I hope not long. Lieut. 
Robertson, of the il7th Uegt. of Native Infantry, doing duty with the 
2Gth N. I., is slightly wounded, but will, I trust, soon return to his 
duty. 

“ I have the pleasure to enclose Reports from Major General Mc- 
Casklll, K. li., and Captain Broadfoot. ^ 

I have, &c. 

G. PoLLOc,K, Major Gcneritl^ 

Comdg. in Affghanistan.'* 


From •Major General John McCaskill, K. H., Commanding Infantry 
Division, to Captain Ponsonby, Assistant Adjutant General, dated 
Camp Mammoo Khail, 25^4 August, 1842. * • 

" Sir, — I beg to detail to you, for the information of Major General 
Pollock, C. B., the operations of the right Column in the affair of yester- 
day, after it had become separated from that of the left, on tlie complete 
success of the combined attack on the enemy’s position in advance at 
Mammoo Kliail. 

“ You arc aware that tliis force consisted of four Companies of II. M. 
9th Foot and six t)f the 26th Regiment N. I., under the immediate com- 
mand of Lieut. Colonel Taylor, K. H., of the former Corps. Tlie iSneiny 
had fied before our troops, and abandoned the village of Koodee Khail, 
but reinforced strongly by the fugitives driven back by Brigadier Tulloch’s 
Column, he assumed a menacing attitude, and occupied in force a range 
of heights and detached summits in the Soofaid Koh. The most salient 
of these was a sj)ur of the mountain within long musket range of the 
buildings of Koodee Khail, From this and from other eminences of the 
most ])rccipitous character, the Ooloos were dislodged with the utmost 
spirit and gallantry by the details under Lieut. Colonel Taylor, aided in 
ifcthe most Iffective manner by a part of C.Tptain Broadfoot’s Corps of 
Sappers and Miners. The enemy were reinforced from time to time, 
and made many bold attacks, and kept up a sharp fire of Jezails from 
the loftiest peaks of the mountain ; but our troops, though so much press- 
ed *as to be compelled to recede from ground which they had gained in 
our direction, maintained an advance position among the hills until 
withdrawn by order of Major General Pollock, first into the plateau in 
front of the village of Koodee Khail, which they, burnt down, and then 
back upon the present site of encampment. In retiring over the plain 
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between the two principal villages, the movement was eovered by a 
S([uatlrori of thef Sth and another of the 10th Light Cavalry, but the 
jittemjits (jf the Ooloos to annoy were timid and feeble in the extreme, 
and onr troops did not sustain a single casualty from their effects. 
Lieutenant Colonel Taylor * speaks in high terms of the support which 
he received from Major Huish, commanding the 2Gth Regiment N. L, 
who was wounded, and afterwards from Captain Handicomb of the same 
cqrps, and from Captain Og]e, commanding H. M.’s 9th Foot ; and I beg 
to be permitted to bear my testifnony to the ments of the Lieut. Colo- 
ners own exertions on this occasion, as well as to express my sense of 
the gallantry of all the troops engaged, and to acknowledge the able 
assistance wdiich I received from Captain Havelock, H. M.*s 13th Light 
Infantry, Deputy Assistant Adjutant General, Lieutenant Mayne, 37th 
Regiment N. I., Otheiating Deputy Assistant Quarter Master General, 
and Lieutenant Bethunc, H. M.*s 9th Foot, my A. D. C. The intrepi- 
dity also with which Captain Broadfoot’s Sappers and Miners aided in 
the attack on one of the advanced heights, deserves my marked com- 
mendation. I have, &c. 

John McCaskill, Major Goneraly 

Commy, Infy. Division,*’ 


I'rom Captain .1. Buoaiifoot, Sappers and Miners y Commanding , to 
Captain G. Ponsonby, Assistant Adjutant Generaly dated Campy Main- 
moo Khail, ^oth August y 1842. 

“ Sin, — Agreeably to order, I have the honor to report the proceed- 
ings of the column entrusted to me by the Major General commanding 
in the action yesterday. 

“ I moved, as din?ctcd, with the Sappers (about 220 men) and the 3d 
Irregfllar Cavalry (250) across the Ravine on the right of the force. 
We found the enemy strongly posted in an orchard with some enclo- 
sures ; and the usual field works of loose stones in their front were also 
occupied. This position flanked the approach of the main body. 

‘ “ Having formed an attacking j)arty in front, I sent the rest of the 
Saj)pcrs ill column, under Lieut. Orr, to turn the enemy’s left flank, 
Jind Captain Tait’s horse still more to the right and in advance, to cut 
off their retreat. While we waited in this order the advance of the 
force, the enemy reinforced the orchard and moved out to attack us. I 
w^as therefore obliged to advance before the force arrived ; the enemy's., 
positions were quickly carried in succession. One party was driven towards 
tlie 3d Irregular Cavalry, who pursued, and the remainder fled to the 
village of Mammoo Khail, into which the main body of the enemy were at 
this moment driven by the force of our Artillery. They opened a fire 
on us, ill directed, but so heavy, that we were obliged to attack the 
village ; they fled when we reached it, and the Sappers pursued to the 
fort, but were so exhausted by the march from Futteeabad and tlie pre- 
vious operat'ons. that the enemy was able to enter and barricade the 
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gate ; their fire was kept down by one party of Sappers, while the rest 
climbed on each other’s shoulders over a half repaired bastion, about 
eight feet high and covered wdth thorns ; the enemy fled over the walls 
on the other side, leaving*the rear gate barricaded. This, and descending 
from the walls lost so much time, that pursuft was nearly hopeless as far 
as our now exhausted men were concerned ; we pressed on with the least 
fatigue, hewever, and keeping up to the hills forced the enemy into 
level ground ; oUr Cavalry was approaching and we had the satisfac- 
tion of seeing the Cavalfy overtake and %ittack them. 

“ Parties were now directed to destroy the forts abandoned on the 
Cavalry approaching, while with a few men I pushed on to the last vil- 
lage near the hills ; where we surprised the enemy, whose Head Quarters 
were there, driving them out of the village and adjoining camp, and ob- 
taining their tents, cattle, and ammunition, and a good quantity of 
]>rovisions. The enemy (who were evidently the Jezailclij^s from Cu- 
bool) fled to the hills, the fire from which swept the village^ 

'* * was now directed to take a party of H. M.’s i)th Foot, tlie Sappers 
being now worn out, except about six men, and attack the hills ; the 
first and second heights were carried at the point* of the bayonet, 
and flanking parties having turned the shoulders of the high range, wo 
were atlvancing up it when the main force arrived, and our further pro- 
gress wafe stayed. My separate command now ceased, and I was soon 
after ordered with the Sappers to Head Quarters. * 

The conduct of the Troops, Officers and men, European ami 
Nativcjiwas admirable, and it is due to the 26th N. I. to mention, tliat 
in storming the second heiglit with a party of H. M.’s 9th Foot, a party 
of the former Corps joined us, and behaved with the same spirit as 
the rest. “ I have, &c. 

G. Broadfoot, Captain, 

Commanding Right Column." 

% 

Head-quarters, Simla, 21f^ September, 1842. 

” Political Department, — ^The Governor General has this day received 
the reports of three victories obtained, on the 30th of August, by Major 
General Nott, over twelve thousand AfFghans, 38 miles south-west of 
Ghuzni ; on the 8th of September, by Major General Pollock, over the 
troops of Mahomed Akbar Khan ; and the Ghilzie Chiefs at .Tugdulluck. 

“ On the 3d of September, Major General Nott had advanced to 
»^Nanee, a siort march off Ghuzni. 

“ On the 9th September, Major General Pollock had advanced to 
Kutta Sung, and had experienced no opposition. 

“ Formed as the troops under Major General Nott have mostly been by 
fodr years of constant service, and habituated as they have been to vic- 
tory under their able Commander, the Governor General had anticipat- 
ed thei^ success against any force which could be brought against them. 
It is to the Governor General a subject of sincere satisfaction, that the 
events of the campaign should have opened a more extensive field to 

2 K 
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that brave army on which it may make manifest to the world, the high 
qualities lie has' long known it to possess. 

“Major General Pollock has through the prudence of his arrangements, 
and the correctness of the movements directed by him, had the gratifica- 
tion of affording to his troops the opportunity of proving their superiority 
to the Afighans on the very scene of the last disaster on the retreat from 
Cabool ; and Major General Sir 11. Sale, at the head of the garrison of 
.fcllalabad, worthily supported by the re-inforcements from India, has 
had the glory of leading tlie army on its triumj)Kant return to the capital 
of Aifghanistan. 

“ The Governor Genenil regards with the highest admiration the noble 
ardour which has, in these several operations, been manifested, erjually 
by the officers and soldiers of both nations and of all arms. He sees, in 
the successes already obtained, the certain promise of other more deci- 
f:ive victories calculated to impress upon all the enemies of the British 
Government, a conviction of the futility of resistance to the force under 
his direction, and tending, under the continued favor of Providence, to 
eftcct the first object of his desire, the restoration of peace to Asia. 

“ By order of llic Uight Honorable the Governor General of India, 

T.H. Mad DOCK, 

to thv Govt. India, irith the Govr. GenW 


Copy ^ of a Letter from Major General Q. Pollock, C. B. Commanding 
Troops in Affghanistan, to Major General Lumley, Adjutant' General 
of the Army, dated Camp Kntta Sung, 0th September, 1842. 

“ Sir, — I have the honor to report for the information of His Excellency 
the Commander-in-chief, that I left Soorkhab 
on the morning of the 8th instant, in pro- 
gress to Jugdulluck with the troops detailed 
in the margin. 

On approaching the hills which command 
the road through the Pass, I perceived their 
summits were occupied by a considerable 
number of men, and a nearer view enabled 
me to ascertain the nature of their position, 
which was one of singular strength and dif- 
ficulty of approach. The enemy were as- 
sembled in bodies, apparently under diflfereni 
Chieftains, each having a distinguishing standard. 

“ The hills they occupied formed an amphitheatre inclining towards the 
left of the road on which the troops w^re halted, while the guns opened, 
and the enemy were thus enabled on this point to fire into the column, 
a deep ravine preventing any contact with them. Ihe practice of the 
guns was excellent, yet the enemy appeared so determined on yaking a 
stand, that the bursting of the shells among them on the right hill, 
which was '.)f a conical shape and difficult ascent, had not the effect ot 


Kt <li\isioii, iimlur tJic runinianil 
of Major Gt'iii’i.i! Sic 11. Sale, O. 
C. K. 

‘2 f;uns .Id troojj 1st briijiade II A. 
<i ditto N. (i li{;lit 1'. n. 

3 ditto Mountain Train. 

JliT Miiji'St}'ii 3d Ii, 1). 

1 squadron 1st L. C. 

3 ressullahb 3d L. C. 

Tier M.ijubty's !Uh Foot 
Her Majesty's 13th 1.. I. 

I’dth N. J. ‘ 
mh h. 1 . 

.'>t)i company Supptrs. 

Uroadloot's Sappers. 

IMackeson's Dildars. 
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mukiug them relinquish it, or of slackening their lire, which now be- 
came heavy from all parts of their position, causing sevtral casualties. 

“ It is with deepest feeling of regret I have to deplore the loss of Cap- 
tain Nugent, Officiating ISub-Assistant Commissary General, who was 
shot here, and *died almost immediately. I Itad lately received the most 
important and valuable assistance Irom him ; the service has lost a ]jru- 
mising offi er, and the department to which he belonged, a most efficient 
member. 

“ As the guns appeait'd to have littU elFect in forcing the enemy to 
quit the heiglits, I resolved upon attacking them ; for this purpose Cap- 
tain Broadfoot was detached to the extreme left of the enemy’s position, 
and his Sappers commenced ascending a steep hill, on the top of which 
the enemy were entrenched in a sungah. Her Majesty's 9tliFoot, under 
Lieutenant Colonel Taylor, were directed to cross a deep ravine and 
assault the hills on the opposite side, where the enemy held a ruined 
fort, and were with their Chiefs and cavalry in coiisidera'iSlc numbers. 
Her Majesty’s LJth light infantry, led by Captain Wilkinson, com- 
manaing the regiment, attacked the hill, which may be considered the 
key of the position. The 9th, accompanietl by two ’companies of the 
35th Native Infantry, under Lieutenants Boileau and Trench; the 1 3th 
by 13()*men of the ‘iGth, Ic^jil by Captain Gahan, (Major Huish, who 
alth<j ugh* present in the held, was prevented by his wound received at 
Mammoo Khail from assuming the command,) rushed up the heiglft simul- 
taneously, and the animated and enthusiastic cheer they gave, seemed 
to strilvj a panic in the enemy ; for they dared not wait tlie collision, 
but fled down the hills, and were enabled to escape chastisement by tlie 
nature of the ground which was so well calculated to favor their retreat. 
At this moment Major Lockwood, with Her Majesty’s 3d Light Dragoons, 
galloped up, and had very nearly succeeded in overtaking the {'iiemy’s 
Cavalry, but I am sorry to say, they also eftecteil their safety Iiy flight. 

“ Capt. Broadfoot had completely succeeded in the attack he made, 
and the enemy were dispersed in every direction, a large body of them 
retiring to the summit of a high mountain. On this apparently inacces- 
sible height they planted their standards, and shew^ed every demonstra- 
tion of maintaining it. As the achievements of the day would have been 
incomplete were they suffered to remain, 1 decided upon dislodging 
II M 's 13th r. I. them. The troops named in the margin ad- 

one company aoth N. 1 . vanccd undcr cover of Captain Abbott’s guns, 

?th“compy!'s^pp«Bunaer Lieut.! those of Captain JJackliouse’s Mountain 

Becher. * j Train. Seldom have soldiers had a more ar- 

Broadfuuts sappers. , i r i 

duous task to perform, and never was an 
undertaking of the kind surpassed in execution ; these lofty heiglits 
were assaulted in two columns, led by Captains Wilkinson and Broad- 
foot, the discomfited Ghilzies not relishing an encounter, betook them- 
selves to flight, carrying away their standards, and leaving our troops in 
quiet possession of their last and least assailable stronghold. 

“ It gratifies me to be enabled to state, that wf^havc thus signally de- 
feated with one division of the troops the most powerful tribes and the 
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most inveterate of our enemies, the original instigators, and principal 
actors in those disturbances, which entailed such disasters on our troo))s 
last winter. The following are the Chiefs who w^re present in tlic 
action : — ^ 

“ LTzeez Khan, Gool Mahomed Khan, and Saudut Meen Khan, Jubber 
Kheil, Ghilzies. 

Khoda Buksh Khan, Azul Khan, and Khojeh Mahomed Shah 
Khan, Chiefs of Tezecn, B;>bukkur Kheil Ghilzies. 

“ Sirdar Khyroolla Khan Bartkzyc, Shall Gazee Khan, Gool Ghilzic, 
and Hajcc Ali Tajick, sent by Mahommed Akhbar Khan from Cabool, 
to co-operate with the Gliilzics. 

** Ibrahim Khan and Mullick Suddoo, Lughman Chiefs. 

'' The petty Chiefs of Hissaruk were also engaged, and indeed the 
whole strength of the Ghilzie force may be considered to have been 
brought against us, numbering on this occasion, from four to five thou- 
saml men. 

“ Let me now express how much I owe to the brave officers and sol- 
diers who have thus gallantly asserted their superiority in arms. Were 
1 to name all wluii merit eulogy, I should feel obliged to enumerate every 
officer w^ho was present. 

** I feel considerable diffidence in mentioning the name of Major 
General Sir 11. Sale, (t. C, B., whose heroic conduct in the lidid stands 
so little in need of my commendation. On this occasion, I was an 
eye-witness to the personal intrepidity of this highly distinguished 
officer, as he led up the heights in advance of his own regiment under 
a very hot fire. 

“ To the officers in command of regiments and detachments, and to 
the heads of departments, also to the officers of my personal and the 
general staff, I feel es[)ecially indebted for the zealous and efficient 
manner in which they performed their respective duties ; and 1 trust 
His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief will bring to the notice of His 
liordship, the Governor General, that every individual engaged has 
exerted himself to the utmost to serve his country. 

“ I have the honor to enclose a rough sketch of the scene of opera- 
tions, and return of killed and vrounded. 

“ I have, &c. 

Gkorqe Pollock, Major General^ 

Commanding in Affghanistan,'* 


* 

Return of Killed, Wounded, and Missing of the Troops of the Is/ Division 
of the advance under the Command of Major General Sir li. Sale, G. C. 
B.«/ the storming of the heights of Jugdulluck, on the 8th Sept, 1842. 

“ General Staff — Killed 1 Officer, Wounded 1 Officer, — ^I'otal of aU 
ranks Killed and Wounded 2 — Captain Nugent, Sub-assistant Commis- 
sary General, Killed, and Major General Sir R. Sale, G. C. B. ^lightly 
Wounded. No. 6, Light Field Battery, — Wounded 1 Native Officer and 
2 Privates. — Total of all rank KDled and Wounded 3. Mountain Train 
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— ^Wounded 1 Sergeant, 1 Bugler, and 1 Private. — ^Total of all ranks 
Killed and Wounded 3, Killed 1 Mule. Her Majesty’s 3d L. D. — 
Killed 1 Horse. Head-quarters and detachment 3d I. C. — Killed 1 Pri- 
vate — Woundccl 2 Privates, — Total of all ranks Killed and Wounded 
3 — Horses — 1 Killed and 3 Wounded. 5th Company Sappers. — Wound- 
ed 1 Sapper. — ^I’otal of all ranks Killed and Wounded 1. Her Majes- 
ty’s 9th Hcgt. — Killed 1 Sergeant and 2 Privates. — Wounded 1 Ser- 
geant and 16 Privates. —Total of all ranks filled and Wounded 25. 
Her Majesty’s 13th L. 1*. — Killed 1 Prfvate. — Wounded 2 Sergeants, 
12 Privates. — ^Total of all ranks Killed and Wounded 15 — 1 Dooly 
bearer Killed and 1 Wounded. 26th N. I. — Wounded 1 Corporal, 
and 4 Privates — ^’Potal of all ranks Killed and Wounded 5 — 1 Camp Fol- 
lower Wounded. 35th L. I. — Wounded 4 Privates. — ^I’otal of all ranks 
Killed and Wounded 4. Capt. Broadfoot’s Sappers — Wounded 1 Ser- 
geant and 5 Privates. — Total of all ranks Killed and WouneJ^sd 6. 

G. PoNSONHY, Assist, Adjl, Gcnl, 

British Troops in Affghanistan** 


From Major General W. Nott, Commanding Field Force, Affgkanistan, 
to T. H. Maddock, Esq., Secretary to the Government of India, with 
Governor General, Ilead-quarters, dated Camp Kurcez Oosman 
Khan, August '‘IWi, 1842. • 

“ Sir, — I have the honour to acquaint you, that on the morning of 
the 2Stk instant, a body of the enemy attacked our rear guard, 1 direct- 
ed the Officer in command of the Cavidry to detach a j)arty to assist in 
disj)ersing it. 

“ The accompanying letter from Caj)tain C3iristie details the result. 

‘‘ I have, iHcc. 

W. Nott, Major General, 
Commanding Field Force, Affghanistan,*' 


From Captain J. Christie, Commanding the Detachment, to Captain 
Delama IN, Senior Officer of Cavalry, dated Camp Kareez Oosman, 
Khan, ‘2Sth August, 1842. 

“ Sir, — Agreeably to the iilRPuctions conveyed to me through faeul. 
Forbes, Adjutant, 3rd Light Cavalry, I proceeded to the rear with two 
ressallahs of the 1st Bengal Irregular Cavalry and three ressallaiis of my 
-^wn Kcgim^nt, and now do myself the honor to report the result as 
follows, for the information of Major General Nott : — 

“ I proceeded at a trot for about a mile and a half, when avc were 
closing well with the enemy, all of a sudden we came on a ravine with 
steep sides, which for a time completely brought us up ; however, we 
managed to file down and form again on the opposite side. This delay 
allowed the enemy to move a long way ahead, but getting the detach- 
ment into a smart gallop, we succeeded in coming up with them just as 
the foremost of them had reached the bottom of the hills. We cut up 
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about 50 of them. Lieutenant Chamberlain’s party from the other ilaiik 
destroyed 12 nfore. 

** The enemy, I should think, amounted to about 300 horse and foot. 
Every man did his duty, so it is impossible to offer any remark on 
individuals, and 1 shall only add, that I was quite satisfied with the con- 
duct of all. 

“ I beg to return lists of the killed and wounded. 

^ “I have, &c. 

J. Christie, \2aptaln^ Qommtindtng the Detachment.” 


To T. H. Maddock, Esq,, Secy, to the Govt, of India, with the Governor 
General, Head-quarters, dated Camp Gonine, 3S miles JSouth ^Vest of 
Ghuznee^^^lst August, 184'2. 

“ Sin, — I have the honor to acquaint you, for the information of tlic 
flight Honorable the Governor General of India, that Shumshoodecn, 
the Affghan Governor of the fortress of Ghuznee, brought nearly the 
whole of his army, about twelve thousand men, into the vicinity of iny 
camp yesterday, at 3 o’clock r. m. c 

“ I moved out with one- half of my force ; the enemy advant-ed in the 
most bold and gallant manner, each division cheering as they came into 
position, their left being upon a hill of some elevation, their centre and 
riglit along a low ridge until their flank rested on a fort filled with men; 
they opened a fire of small arm.s, supported by two six-pouiider horse 
artillery guns, which were admirably served ; our columns advanced 
upon the different points with great regularity and steadiness, and after 
a short and spirited contest, completely defeated the enemy, capturing 
their guns, tents, ammunition, etc. etc., and dispersing them in every 
direction. One hour’s more day-light would have enabled me to des- 
troy the whole of their infantry. 

Shumshoodecn fled in the direction of Ghuznee, accompanied by 
about thirty horsemen. 

- “I enclose a list of killed and wounded on the 28th and 30th instant, 
also a return of ordnance, ammunition, etc. taken from the enemy. 

The behaviour of the troops, both Imropean and Native, was such 
as I anticipated, and afforded me complete satisfaction. 

“ 1 beg leave to bring to the favorable notice of the Right Honorable 
the Governor General of India, the undermentioned ofliceifi ; many of 
them have served under my command for the last three years, and have 
been conspicuous for their zeal and gallantry in the various affairs which 
have occurred with the enemy during that period, and especially in the 
action of the 12th of January last, and have invariably upheld the' re- 
putation of our arms and the honour of our country. 

Rrigadier Wyiner, commanding the first infantry brigade. Lieutenant 
Colonel McLaren, commanding 16th regiment native infantry, Major 
Hibbcrt, commanding Her Majesty’s 40th regiment, Captain Burney, 
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commanding 38tli regiment Native Infantry, Captains Christie and 
Haldane, commanding corps of Bengal irregular cavalry', Major Sothe- 
by, commanding the artillery. Captain Blood, commanding Bombay foot 
artillery, Majoi; Sanders, 'Bengal Engineers,^ Lieutenants North and 
Stoddart, Bombay Engineers ; Majors Leecll and Rawlinson, of the 
Political Department, attended me in the field, and rendered me great 
assistance lu conveying my orders. 

“ My best thanks are due to my Staff, Qaptain Polwhelc, Deputy 
Assistant Adjutant General, Captain \Vaterfield, Aide-de-Camp, anil 
Lieutenant Tytler, Deputy Quarter Master (Tcneral. 

" Annexed is a letter from Brigadier Wyincr, speaking in the highest 
terms of his Brigade Major, Captain T. H. Scott, of the 38th Regiment 
Native Infantry. I fully appreciate this excellent officer’s merits, he 
has been with me in four actions ; I trust I shall not be thought i)re- 
sumptuous in expressing a hope that he will receive some mark of the 
favor of Government by Brevet or otherwise. * 

“ I cannot close this despatch without expressing my admiration of 
the dashing and gallant conduct, rapid movement, and correct juacticc 
of Captain Anderson’s troop of Bengal horse artillery » nothing could 
exceed it, and 1 beg leave to bring this officer and Lieutenant Turner, 
attacluHl to the same troop, t-) the particular notice of His Lordship, as 
officer** who h.ave on many occasions rendered me most essential service. 

“ I have, &c. * 

W. Nott, Major Orticrai, 
Commanding Field Force, AffghanislaiK** 


From Brigadier (f. P. Wymer, Commanding 1.9/ Infant nj Brigade, to 
Major General Nott, Commanding Field Force, dated CarniJ Chuppa- 
khana, 1.9/ September , 1842. 

“ Sill, — Adverting to division orders of yesterday, expressive of your 
praise and thanks to the troops employed under your command in action 
with the enemy on the afternoon of the 30th instant, I hojie you will 
not consider it ill judged on my part bringing to your favorable notice, 
the valuable assistance I derived from the active services of Captain 
Scott, Major of Brigade to the Ist infantry brigade under my command, 
whose exertions during the fight on that day demand and merit my 
^est praise <?nd acknowledgments. This being the second time of the 
display of Captain Scott’s abilities when in action with the enemy as 
my personal Staff, will I hope plead my apology for recommending him 
to your notice, and the favorable consideration of Government, in any 
way you may have it in your power to mention him as a meritorious 
and deserving officer. 

^ “ I have, &c. 

G. P. Wymer, Brigadier, 

Comg. 1.9/ Infantry Brigade." 
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i^eturn of OrdnaMne^ Ammunition^ ^c. captured in action with the Enemy, by the 
Field Force under the Command of Mc^or General Nott, on the^th August, 1842. 

^ Camp, Gonine, 31 August, 1842. 


Description. 

No. 

llcmarks. 

* H 

J 40,000 ^ 
132 

Oiio4^arviage broken by our 

Cartridges, balled, musquet (as originally 

packed in the H. C.’s magazines,) 1 

Cn.rtriilges, tilled , 6 prs. .................. 

shot, lott on the hield. 
Uestroyeil on the enemy’s en- 
eaiiiping ground. 

Ditto ditto ditto. 
Unserviceable. 

Ilnrnenft, sets, .......................... 

4 

llorRos, .... .... ........................ 

4 

Grdn.n:Lnee, 6 pr. brass, .................. 

‘2 


Shot, rrimmol case, (> prs. ................ 

9 

1 In'^erviceable. 

,, round, X hammered) 6 prs 

24 

Ditto. 


l‘\ S. SoTiiEiiY, Mc0or Corny. Arty. 


Return of Killed, Wounded, and Missing of thl Field Force uyider the command 

of Major General Wir.LiAM Nott, in the engagements with the EDtemy on the 

‘^IHth bnd ?iOth of August, 1842. 

*'2nd troop Kengal Irregular Horse Artillery. — Wounded 1 syce and 1 hor^u. 

**3d company ist battalion Bombay Artillery. — Killed 1 bearer. — WounVied 1 gun- 
ner, i trumpet major, 1 private, i driver, and 2 horses. 

3d Uegt. Bombay liight Cavalry. — Killed 1 Captain, 1 Lieutenant, 1 jemadar, 4 
havildars, 1 farrier, 10 privates, and 6 horses. — Wounded 2 Lieutenants, 1 jemadar, 
1 trumpet major, 5 privates and 4 horses. 

“1st Uegt. Bengal Irregular Cavalry. — Killed 1 havildar, and 11 privates. — 
Wounded I jemadar, 2 havildars, 12 privates ami 16 horses. — Missing 9 horses. 

“^Christie's Horse. — Killed 2 havildars, 5 privates, and 19 horses. — Wounded i 
Lieutenant, I jemadar, 13 privates, and 17 horses — Missing 1 horses. 

“ Her Majesty’s 40th Foot.— Wounded I Lieutenant, 2 corporals, and 10 privates. 

“ Her Majesty’s list Foot. — Wounded 1 corporal, 3 privates, I tent lascar, ami 
1 bheestic. 

1 6th Bengal N. I. — Wounded 2 privates. 

. “42d ditto. — Wounded 1 private. 


Officers Killed, 

“ (7apt. 11. Ferry, 3tl Bombay L. C. 

“ Brev. Capt. G. O. Uceves, 3d ditto. 

Officers Wounded. 

•* Brevet Capt. G. S. Havenscroft, .3d Bombay L. C. 

“ Lieut. T. A. Mackenzie, 3tl ditto. 

“ Lieut. Mcason, H. M. 40th Foyt. 

“ Lieut. N. B. Chambcrlaiu, Christie’s Horse. • 

** W. Nott, General, 

Commanding Field Force j ' 
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From Major General J. McCaskill. K. H. Commanding Infantry Divi- 
sion, to the Assistant Adjutant General. Camp near C^ool, I6th Sep- 
tember, 1842. • 

“ Sir, — I beg to report for the informatipn of M.'ijor General Pollock, 
0. B., that the column detailed in the mar- 


2 Runs, 3d troop 1st brigade 
Horse Artillery. 

2 guns., 3d troop 2(1 brigade. 
Jld.-qrs. and 2 siplrs. Iht L^Cavy.* 
Hossallah .’Jd Irregular Cii^“ 

H. M.’s .list liegt 1 

Right wing S.'Jd N. I. 

Right wing eotli N. 1. 

C.i}«t. Ferris' corps of Jezailchics. 
Det.ieht. of Cavy. and Iiif'y. and 
e.'imel guns of (he Lahore Con- 
tingent 


gin, which he entrusted to my command on 
the 6th instant, completed its advance from 
Giindamuck to Soorkhab, and again forced 
its march from Kutta Sung to Tezeen, with 
little interruption from the enemy. But on 
the route from Soorkhal) to Jugdulliick, and 
from the latter place to Kutta Sung, the 
Ghilzies shewed themselves in considerable 


force, and attacked our columns and baggage with muqji boldness 
and perseverance. All their efforts were, however, foiled b^ the steadi- 
ness of the troops, afid the good dispositions of Brigadier Montcatli, 
C. B., and Oflicers commanding our advanced and rear guards, espe- 
cially Lieutenant Colonel Richmond, 33d Regiment •Native Infantry, 
and Major Skinner, Her Majesty’s 31st. It is gratifying to me to have 
to state, that, a predatory enumy was unable to capture from us the least 
article of *our baggage or stores, and that the only loss sustained of this 
kind, which could be deemed of importance, arose from the total (Exhaus- 
tion of a iiortion of our carriage animals, when our march was necessa- 
rily doiilded, to enable us to rejoin the Head Quarters at Tezeen. I beg 
to enclose a return of casualties on the 9th, 10th, and lltli instant.” 


From Brigadier ']l. Montkatii, C. B., Commanding Ath Brigade, to Capt. 

Havelock, Deputy Assistant Adjutant General, Infantry Division, 

Camp Tezeen, I2th September, 1842. 

“ Sin, — I have tlic lionor, for the information of Major General 
McCaskill, K. H., to transmit to you rcj)orts from Lieutenant Colonel 
Bolton, Her Majesty’s 31st Regiment; Lieutenant Colonel Richmond, 
33rd Native Infantry, and Major Skinner, Her Majesty’s 31st Regiment 
detailing the occurrences on tlie rear guards, from Soorkhab to this jilace. 

In regard to those circumstances that came under my own obser- 
vation and arrangement, I beg to say, that, immediately on leaving 
Soorkhab, the enemy began to shew themselves on tlie heights and to 
fire on the Broops, and as we approached the Jugdulluck Pass, observing 
that their numbers were becoming formidable, and that they were gra- 
dually closing in upon our left, it occurred to rnc that their object was 
to allow the main column to get through the Pass, and tJien to attack 
the baggage when it should be collected at the gorge. 

“ This opinion (and I found it fully confirmed afterwards) induced 
me to ^nd and direct Lieutenant Colonel Richmond, commanding the; 
advance, to halt on arriving at the entrance of Ih^ Pass, and there wait 
my further instructions. 


2 



258 


MONTEATll’s REPORT. 


“ Having halted the main column, 1 allowed the ammunition and the 
whole of the baggage to Pass on, and when every thing was up, 1 then 
directed Lieutenant Colonel Richmond to proceed with the advance 
down the Pass, and to occupy the heights on each side , which was very 
properly done by that ofiic^. 

On this operation being completed, I then passed every thing down, 
and on the rear guard joining me, I moved off with the main column 
through the Pass, to theegreat disappointment of the enemy, no doubt, 
(as they did not get a single thing,) smcl arrived u||||[^mp at half past 8 
r.M.,a sharp fire having been kept up on the colui]4|^roughout the Pass. 

On the march from Jugdulluck to Kutta Sung, from the circum- 
stance of the enemy being in force all round the camp, I directed the 
advance guard to move oft*, and allowed the baggage to proceed in its 
rear, and when about two- thirds of it had left the ground, I followed 
with the main column, leaving the remainder to the rear guard. 

“ On this occasion no loss was sustained, except what is detailed in 
liioutcnant Colonel Richmond’s report : the mkin column arrived in 
camp at 20 minutes after 4 p. m. 

'* On the march from Kutta Sung to this place, I despatched the 
whole of the baggage immediately after the advance guard, then moved 
in rear of it with the main column, leaving the godown bullocks to be 
looked after by the rear guard. 

iJuring the march very little molestation was experienced from the 
enemy ; but I am sorry to say, that in consc(|uence of the two marches 
having been performed in one, an cle])hant, the camp equipage of Ma- 
jor Delafossc’s trooj) of artillery, many camels, bullocks, and some pri- 
vate property were lost, owing to the cattle, from their previous ex- 
hausted state, not being e(|ual to the work. 

" 'I’he w'aggons of Captain Alexander’s troop required to be pulled 
ncinly the whole way by the men of Her Majesty’s 31st Regiment, and 
one" waggon w^as dragged altogether (the horses having been taken out) 
by the sepoys of the 33d and bOth Regiments ; the main column arrived 
in camp at 20 minutes past 7 r. m. It may not be unnecessary for me 
to report, that the sepoys when called upon to perform the labor of 
'dragging the waggon, came forward with a cheerfulness, and did the 
work with a spirit, that was remarkable, and deserving of the highest 
praise. 

“ The march from Gundamuck to Soorkhab was conducted in the 
ordiiuvry manner, and nothing deserving of mention occun-ed. 

Enclosed 1 beg to send a return of casualties.” ^ 


From Major Thomas Skinner, //. MJs ^\st Regiment, in Commar^d of 
Rear Guard, to Lieutenant Lugauu, Brigade Major 4M Brigade, 
Camp Tezeen, Ilf A September, 1842. 

I 

“ Sir, — I have the honor to report, for the information of Brigadier 
Monteatii, C. B., that when the ground we occupied at Kutta Sung was 
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quite clear of baggage, I withdrew the picqucts from the heights above it, 
and advanced them to those nearest the ascent to the rcftid above, until 
the guns and waggons were passed up, which w as accomplished by half 
past 11 A. M. I then withdrew my posts by the heights on my flanks 
and continued towards Sell Baba, where 1 arrived without any molesta- 
tion about 3 p. M., the necessity of dragging the guns up the many hills 
on the road rendering our progress slow. From Sell Baba to Tezeeii, 
the rear guard was very much delayed by jhe many animals who fell 
exhausted from the heaviness of the idkrch. I am afraid there was 
much loss of grain Ad baggage cattle. I destroyed, I hope, every thing 
that had been left in the rear, and that the enemy gained notliing by 
the failure of our cattle. 

** On ascending the hill at the entrance to the Tezeen valley, a jiarty 
of the enemy, from the base of the liills on our left, fired into us, but 
without effect ; two shrapnel shells thrown among them witl] great pre- 
cision silenced their fire, and they fied to the heights out of sliot, leaving 
I think, some killed or wounded below. I pushed on when these pcojile 
were dispersed, and reached camp at a little before 8, without casualty.” 


Fvum Lieutenant Colonel A. P. Hicumond, 33d Regiment Native Infan- 
try , Commanding Rear Guard of the 2d Division, to Lieutenant 
Major of Brigade, Ath Infantry Brigade. Camp Kutta Sung, \Oth 
September, 1842. 

« 

biR, — I have the honor to report for tlic information of Brigadier 
Monteath, C. B., commanding the 4th infantry brigade, that the rear 
guard this morning, under my command, did not leave Jugdulhick un- 
til the whole of the baggage had cleared the ground about 1 1 (4 clock a. m. 

“ As the enemy appeared in great numbers all around, and gradually 
closing on us, I directed the guns to be placed in a commanding ])osition 
on our line of route, to cover the pic(|uets, w4iich soon after withdrew, on 
sisals previously ari'anged, and formed on the low ground in front, in 
skirmishing order, slowly retiring, and ultimately forming on both flanks 
of the guns. The enemy, as 1 expected, instantly rushed forward from, 
all directions, except our rear, but were cliecked by the very effective 
fire of the guns, ably directed by Captain LawTcnce, Political Agent, 
who volunteered his services, and by Lieutenant Abercrombie. 

“ As the high ground we occupied afforded good cover, I determined 
► to hold it w<th two companies of infantry, until the guns could be with- 
drawn, and dragged up the steep liill in our rear, an oj)eration which 
required the aid of the remainder of the infantry. 

time, the enemy kept up a sharp fire, but all I dc.sircd was 
accomplished in good order ; and having secured new j)Ositions in the 
rear, I recalled the two compjinies, left in position, and commenced my 
march, pccupying new posts, where necessary, whicli were witlidrawn 
in succession, until the enemy ceasing to annoy ^us, and the country 
becoming a little more open, enabled me to recall all the covering 
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j);n tics, and prosecute my march towards camp, where 1 ai-rived about 5 
o’clock p. M., bringing everything safely in, excepting one bullock -load 
of commissariat grain found on the road, wljich was given to the men 
of tlie irregular cavalry, also a few bullocks and two capiels left on the 
road, which were destroyed, being unable to proceed. 

“ The troops, both European and Native, were very steady, and exert- 
ed themselves cheerfully in dragging the guns. 

“ Our casualties, 1 am glad Ijo say, were few, one Officer (Lieutenant 
Brooke,) two men of Her Majesty’s 31st foot, and two sepoys of the 
both regiment native infantry, were wounded.” * 


Return of Killed and Wounded in the 2d Column. Camp, Tezecn, 

Vlth September y 1842. 

* 

Horse Artillery. — Wounded 2 rank and fdo, 1 horse and 2 syces ; 
killed 1 syce. 

3d Irregular ('avalry. — Killed 2 rank and file, fmd 2 horses ; wounded 

1 horse. 

Her Majesty’s 31st Regiment.— Wounded 2 officers, 2 sergeants, and 
17 rank and file. « 

Win^ 33d Regiment Native Infantry. — Killed 1 rank and fild ; wound- 
ed 3 sergeants, and 9 rank and file. 

Wing both ditto. — Killed 1 rank and file ; wounded 1 officer, 2 ser- 
geants, and 9 rank and file. 

Jczailchies. — Wounded 1 sergeant, and 2 rank and file. 

Sikh Cavalry. — Wounded 5 rank and file, and 13 horses ; killed 

2 horses. 

Sikh Infantry. — Killed 1 rank and file ; wounded 2 rank and file. 
Remarks. — Lieutenants Brooke and Shaw, Her Majesty’s 31st Regi- 
ment, wounded slightly. 

One Subadar, bOth Native Infantry, wounded slightly. 

T. MoNTEATii, Brigade, 

Commanding 4th Brigade. 

General Ordera by the Right Honorable the Governor General of India, 
Secret Department, Simlah, 30/4 September, 1842. 

“ The Governor General announces to the army and to the people of 
India, the occupation of Ghuznee by Major General Nott,* on the 6th • 
of September, and its entire destruction by the Candahar division of the 
army. 

“ Major General Nott had the satisfaction of releasing in the neigh- 
bourhood of Ghuznee tlirec hundred and twenty-seven Sepoys, of the 
27th native infantry, from the slavery to which they had been reduced 
by the Affghaiis. 

“ The Governor G uncial likewise announces the complete defeat of 
Mahomed Akbar Khan at the head of 16,000 men at I’ezeen, on the 
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13tli of September, by Major General Pollock, and the occupation of 
Cabool by the troops under that General, on the 1 6*th of September. 

“ The British flag waves in triumph from the highest point of the 
Bala Hissar. « ^ 

Thus have all disasters been retrieved and avenged on every scene on 
which th^y were sustained, and repeated victories in the field and the 
capture of the cities and citadels of Ghuznee and Cabool have advanced 
the glory, and established the accustomed teuperiority of the Britisli 
arms. 

“The Governor General has derived much satisfaction from the re- 
port made by Major General Pollock, of the admirable conduct of the 
troops of His Highness the Maharajah Shore Sing, acting in co-o])era- 
tion with the Britisli army. 

“ The Governor General rejoices in this new proof of the cordial good 
understanding which prevails between the British Goveriimont and that 
of Lahore. 

‘ The report of Major Gcn(n*al Pollock leads the Governor General 
to ex])ect, that long before this day all the British prisoners taken by 
the AlFghans will have been brought into the General’s camp. Those 
who had been left near Cabool, were already at liberty. 

" Ihe Governor General, in the name of the Government and of all 
the peopfe of India, oflfers to Major General Pollock and Major peneral 
Nott, and all the officers and troops under their respective commands, his 
grateful and heartfelt acknowledgments of the im]>ortiuit services they 
have performed. 

“ 'Phe Governor General directs, that the recent successes obtained by 
the armies in Aftghanistan, be fully made known to all the troops at all 
the stations of the army, and that at all those stations a salute of ‘21 
guns be fired for the capture of Ghuznee, and a similar salute for the 
cai)turc of Cabool. 

“ By order of the Uight Honorable the Governor General of India, 

T. H. Maddock, Sea/, to the Govt, of India, 

With the Govr. Geniy 


From Major General W. Nott, Commanding Field Force, Affghanistah, 
to T. H. Maodock, Esq. Secretary to the Government of India, with the 
Governor General, Head Quarters, dated Camp Ghuznee, fith September, 

1842. 

“ Sir, — M y despatch of the 31st ultimo will have informed you of 
my having^defeated the Aflfghan army commanded by Shurnshoodeen. 

“ On the morning of the 5th instant, I moved on Ghuznee. I found 
the city full of men, and a range of mountains running North-cast 
of the fortress covered by heavy bodies of cavalry and infantry; the 
gardens and ravines near the town were also occupied, 

“ The enemy had received a considerable reinforcement from Cabool, 
under Multan Jan. 

“ I directed Major Sanders, of the Bengal engineers, to reconnoitre 
the works, under escort of the 16*th regiment native infantry and a party 
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of irrcgulur cavfilry. This brought on some smart skirmishing, in 
which our Sq)oys behaved to admiration. Captain White, of Her 
Majesty’s 40th regiment, commanding the li^ht companies of the army, 
was pushed forward, accompanied by Anderson’s troop o(. horse artillery, 
to support the reconnoitring party, and I at once determined on carry- 
ing the enemy’s mountain positions before encamping my force. The 
troops ascended the heights in gallant style, driving the enemy before 
them until every point wai gained. 

“ The village of Bullol is situated about 606 yards from the walls of 
Ghuznee, upon the s])ur of the mountain to the North-cast, and observ- 
ing it to be a desirable spot for preparing a heavy battery to be placed 
300 paces in advance, I ordered it to be occupied by two regiments of in- 
fantry and some light guns, and retired the columns into camp. 

“ The engineer officers, sappers and miners, and infantry working 
parties were employed under the directions of Major Sanders, during 
the night of* the 5th, in erecting a battery for four 18-pounders ; these 
guns were moved from camp before day-light on the morning of the 
6th, but before they had reached the position assigned them, it was 
ascertained that the enemy had evacuated the fortress. 

“ I directed the city of Ghuznee, with its citadel and the whole of its 
works, to be destroyed. I forward the Engineer’s report. 

In these operations, our loss has been much less than m\ght have 
been expected from the numbers and positions of the enemy, and the fact 
of the troops having been necessitated to move under range of the guns 
of the fortress. 

I enclose a list of killed and wounded. 

The exertions of Major Sanders, of the Engineers, were as usual 
most zealous, and my thanks are due to him and the department under 
liis charge. 

I beg to notice the following officers : Brigadier Wymer ; Major 
Hibliert, commanding Her Majesty’s 40th regiment ; Captain Evans, 
in temporary charge of the 1 6th regiment native infantry ; Captain 
White, Her Majesty’s 40th regiment, commanding the light companies 
of the force ; Major Sotheby and officers of the artillery. 

• “ I liave every reason to be satisfied with my staff. Captain Polwhele, 
Deputy Assistant Adjutant General; Captain Watcrfield, Aid-de-Camp ; 
Captain llipley, and Lieutenant Kay, Deputy Judge Advocate General. 

“ 1 continue to receive the greatest assistance from Major Leech. 

I have, &c. ^ 

W. Nott, Major General, 

Commanding Field Force, Affghanistan. 


“ P. S. — I have recovered about 327 of the Sej)oys of the 27th regiment 
Uengal native infantry, who had been sold into slavery and dispersed in 
villages, 30 and 40 mi4es round Ghuznee. 


W. Nott. 
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Camp>»Rozch, near Ghuznee, 9th September , 1842. 

“ On the morning^ of the 5th Sept. 1842, General Nott moved his camp 
to take a position before Ghuznee. An advanced party was ordered to 
protect a reconnoissance of the works undertaken by the engineer de- 
partment. On the approach of this paijty toithc hills North of the city, 
it was opposed in force, *but was immediately supported by the General, 
and thus reinforced cleared the hills of the enemy, and took possession 
of the village of Bullal, within 400 yards of the city. 

“ The General immediately directed this important point with the 
heights near the village to be maintained, and they were occupied by 
two regiments of native infantry and two 9-poundcr guns. 

While these operations were going cm, the Camp was established at 
Rozcli, miles from the city. The guards required for tiie protection 
anu general duties of the Camp absorbed so many men, that but few 
were available for tlie duties of a siege. The GeneraJ therefore deter- 
mined not to invest the place in form, and directed the Engineer to con- 
centrate the resources at his disposal in one spot, where protection 
in’gl*t 6c most conveniently atForded to the siege operations. 

“ With advertence to these instructions, the Engineer proposed to 
establisli a battery on the ridge of the hill North of the town, in ad- 
vance of the village of Bullal, and distant about 350 yards from tlic 
ncarcstj point of the walls. From this battery it was expected, that 
the four 18-poundcr guns would lay open the thin flank wall connecting 
the citadel on the West with the town wall in a few hours. Tlic de- 
fences of the citadel could be swept from the same point by the light 
artillery, and the lines of loop-holed wall which would bear on the ad- 
vance of the storming party, were all viewed in enfilade from the site 
selected for the battery. The advance of the party to the assault 
would have been greatly facilitated by the existence of a thick dam of 
earth across the ditch, immediately opposite the point marked out for 
the breach. 

“ It was further proposed, that the principal assault should be support- 
ed by two other attacks ; one an attempt to blow in the water-gate, 
(both the others having been strongly built up, and the causeways in 
front of them cut through,) another to escalade a weak point near the 
Cabool gate, which would have been greatly aided by the fire of tl)e 
artillery frftn the hill. 

" This project met the General's approval, and at dusk on the evening 
of the 5th September, a working party composed of the sappers and of 
160 men from the regiments occupying the hill, commenced work on 
thd battery. By 4 a. m. on the 6th September, cover for the party had 
been secured across the ridge of the hill, and so much progress made 
in the execution of the work as to lead to reasonable ex])ectations, that 
the four 18-poundcr guns and two 24-pounde:» howitzers would be 
established in position, and ready to open their fire during the day. 
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“ Early on tlio evening of the 5th, a brisk matchlock fire was kept up 
from the citadel on the hill, but this gradually slackened, and at 10 
i». M. had entirely ceased. The enemy’s infantry had been observed at 
dusk crossing the river near the water-gate, with the intention, it was 
suj)poscd, of attacking the* working party during the night ; but towards 
the morning of the Gth, there was ground for believing the fort was 
evacuated. At day -light this was ascertained to be the case by Lieute- 
nant North, of the Engin«(ors, yeho took possession at that hour of the 
water-gate without oj)position, leaving Ensign Newton and 20 sepoys 
of the 16th Native Infantry in charge of the gateway, and returning to 
the batter for further assistance. The whole of the working party 
was immediately moved into the town, of which and of the citadel of 
Ghuznee, they were in possession before sun-rise. 

Edward Sandkrs, Major ^ 

. Engineers ** 


From Major E. Sandkrs, Engineer, to Major General W. Nott, Cowi- 
mandlng Field Force, Ghuznee, dated Camp Rozeh, near Ghuznee, 
9//* 5^/?/. 1842. 

“ Sir, — On the occupation of the fortress of Ghuznee by the troops 
under your command, I received orders from you to take measures for 
the destruction of the citadel, to as great an extent as the moans at 
command and the time afforded by a halt of two days would permit. 

2. I have the honor to report, that the Engineer department attach- 
ed to your force, has been employed during the 7th and 8th instant, on 
the work of demolition, and to state the progress effected. 

ff. Fourteen mines have been sprung in the walls of the citadel, all 
with'- good effect. The upper fort has been completely destroyed ; the 
second line of works extensively breached in two places ; and the outer 
and lower walls have their rivetments blown down and greatly injured 
in three places. 

' 4. “In several sj)ots remote from the mines, the walls, though they 
have not fallen, arc so seriously shaken by the explosions, that unless 
immediate and energetic measures are adopted, on the departure of your 
force, for their repair and security, they must crumble down during the 
ensuing winter. 

F}. “ 'I’he gateways of the town and citadel, and the roofs'-.jf the prin- . 
cipal buildings have been fired, and are still burning.” 

“I have, &c. 

E. S.\NDERs, Major, 

Engineers^ ’ 
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K' hirn of the Killed, Wounded and Misstny of the Field Force tfnder the Command 
of Major General William Nott, in the enyagement with the Enemy before 
Ghitznee, on the bth September, 18 12. 


I -I 

Killed, j Wounded. 'Missiutr. 


2nd Tn«jp Llen^al Irregular Horse Ailillery, 

1st '!’'‘oop Bomliii) ll«)rse Artillery, 

;id liegiiaent Ijoinbay Light (’aval ry, 

1st ditto Bengal Irregulu ditto, 

Her Mfijesty’s 40tli Begim^t ot‘ Foot, ... 

Ditto -list ditto ditto^ 

2il llegiiiieivt Bengal Native Infantry, ... 
ir.Mi 
27tli 


l‘2d 

'13d 


UlttO ditto, ..y 

diUo ditto, doing duty with 

l{)th Native Infantry, 
ditto ditto, 

ditto dittoj 


Total of each, . . 

Total, ....| 3 

Hraiid Total of Killed and Wounded, 4G Officers and Men, and IG Horses. 
Offilkus Wounded. 



Fnsign Staniuis, IGth Regt. Bengal Native Infantry. 


W. Nott, Major Generat, 
Corny. Field Force 
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HfAurn of OrdnaUce and Ammiinitiun captured in the Fortress of Ghuznee^ by tht 
force under command of Major General Nott, on the ^th of September^ 1812, 
(Jtnnp GhuzneCf September ^ 1842. 


Oebcnption. 


, Nuinbi;r. HtMiiiirk-.. 




najr, rarlr'ultfc, tlungfirec, .... .... 

l$iuo .... 

Boxos, aminunition, inusquol, (filled), 

»> >, gun, 

„g empty, 

,, treasure, empty, with straps, 

Caifritlfres, balled, musquet, .... 


,, ,, gun and about . 

t-arriages, field piece, .... 

,, garrison, .... .... ... 

( Miarcoal, mannils, .... .... 

Hides, bu IT, .... ‘ 

Jinjals 01 Wall Pieces, .... .... 

Lanterns, till, .... 

Lead, pigs, .... .... .... 

Mu^qiietiy, inusipiets w ithout locks, .... 
Oidii.uH,'', brass, light Field Pieces, mo*nite»l 

,, ,, heavy, 

,, iron, light Field Pieces, .... 

,, ,, dismounted, .... 

l‘owdev, ordnance, country, jais, 

Hope, cotton, .... «... pieces,.. 

Saltpetre, .bags, 

Shot, round, Fnglisli. .... <i pounder 
,, ,, of sorts, .... .... 

,, jing.il, 1 and 2-poundeir, .... 

Sponges, gun, ol sorts, .... .... 

Je/ails, .... .... .... ... 


10 

;ilK) 

l.'j 

25 

If) 

20 

25,000 

2,000 

0 


t 

\) 

K 

d 

I 

d 

I 

10 

I 

l 

iiO 

550 

dIH) 

12 


, V 15,000 of ihoe aie uii- 
j i serviceable 


Unsiuvu’cable. 

d, () ,ind S pounders. 
08 pounder. 

I 2, 0 and 8 poundeis 
Aboni 150 lbs. cbcli 


F S. SoniEiiY, Major, 

Commandiny Aridh/ ^ 


From Major General Pollock, C. B. Commanding in Affghaniatan, to 
T. II. Maoiiock, Ej'O. Secretary to the Government, Political Uc- 
pariment, dated Camp near Cabool, IGtli September, 1842.''^ 

“ — I have the honor to forward, for the information of the Uiglit 

I lonorahlc the (toveruor General, copy of my despatch to the add»*ess 
of Major General Liiinley, Adjutant General of tlie Army. 

“ 1 have, he. 

Gforc.k Pollock, Major General, 

Commanding in Affghanistan"' 
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From Major General G. Pollock, C. B., Commanding m Affghanistan, 
to Major General J. 11. Lumley, Adjutant General of the Army, 
dated Camp Cahool, KiM September, 184*2. 

• », 

“ Sill, — I licivc tlie honor to report, for the information of llis JJ.yccI- 
leney the Jominander-in -Chief, that (Ui the 14th instant, we ifiai'ched 
from Khoord Cabool to Bootkhak. 1 took Alie precaution of sending 
]»arties to croxvn the hejghtss of the Kj^oord* Cabool Pass, but we met 
with no oj)])ositioii. On the lofli, I moved on to Cabool, and encamped 
oil the race course. 'Phis morning 1 jiroceedcd to the Bala Hissar, with 
tlie following troop.s : a troop of horse artillery under Major Delafosse ; 
cl eoiujiany from each regiment of infantry und^L Taeutenant Coloiu l 
'lay lor ; tlie 3d dragoons under Major Icockwoajj a troop of thi- 1st 
regiment light cavalry ; a rcssallah of the 3d irregular cavalry, with the 
whole of tlic General and Division Staff. 'I'hc object was^K) plant the 
Brit''-h (Colours in the Bala Ilissar on the s}>ot most conspicuous from 
the city. 'Plie Prince Putteb Jung, who joined my Oaini) at Gunda- 
muck, expressed a w'i.sh to go with the party, to wdiicl^l assented. On 
our airivjil at the sjiot selected, the colours were hoisted, the Band of 
ll(‘r Majesty’s Dtli foot immediately struck u]) the national Anthem ol 
“ tioil save the Queen, l|^d*a Royal Salute was fired from the guns i»r 
the liorse artillery, the ^ole of the troojis present giving three (Jiccrs. 

“ 1 have left the Colours in the Bala Hissar, to be hoisted daily as 
long as we remain, 'i’he infantry also remain under the cnnimaiid of 
Liell1(‘n^nt C'olonel 'Paylor, but they will be relieved on the arrival of 
Major General Nott, by a native regiment from his force. I i‘.\])cct 
Major General Nott will reach (^ibool to-morrow or the ne.\t day. 
SiiR(' our arrival hero, we ha\e not been able to obtain any cirtain in- 
formation of Mahomed Akbar. It apjiears, however, that Ameiai Oollah 
has sojiaratcd from him, 

“ Neither of them have \cnlurcd to return in the direction of Cafiool. 
'i’hc following piisoners have come into (’amp : Mrs, 'Prevor, with eight 
ehildren ; Cajitain and Mrs. Anderson, with three children ; (./Ujitain 
'irouj) and Dr. Chimiibell. Cnles.s ^onie veiy unforeseen circumstances 
occur, 1 expect to obtain j)os.<es''ion of the remainder of the prisoners in 
the cour.‘<e of eight or ten day*^, with the exception of (hi])tain Bygravi', 
who I regret to timl, has hecii taken by Maliomed Akbar, and was wilii 
him during the action of the 13th instant. I have, 

(iKORUK Vi) LLOCK, Major (ivneral, Commanding in A/lg/ianisfa/i/' 

From Major GvntralG. Polliu k, G. IP, Commanding in Afghanistan, to 
'J\ 11. MAnnocK, Fsq. Secretary to (rovermnent , Fol'ticul Depart- 
7ncnf, dated Camp near Cabool. \lth September, 18-12. 

“ Sill, — I have the honor to forward, for the information of the Right 
Honorable the Governor General, copy of my desp!»teh of date the 14th 
instant, ‘to the address of Major (h'lioral Lumley Adjutant Creneral of 
the Army. ^ I have, 

Cj, Pollock Major General, Commanding in Affghanistan.' 
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P\om Major Q'^neral Gboroe Pollock, C. B. Commanding in Affghan- 

istan, to Major General J. R. Lumley, Adjutant General of the Army, 

dated Camp Bootkhak, 14M September, 1842. 

“ Sir, — I have the honor to report, for the information of His Exccl- 
Jcncy the Cominandcr-in-Chief, that 1 marched from Seh Baba on the 
11th instant, and arrived at Tczeen the same day, where I was joined 
hy Major General McCas/xill, ^ith the 2d division. On the 12th 1 
halted, in consequence of the cattle of the 2d division having suffered 
from the effects of fatigue caused by their forced march ; this halt the ene- 
my imagined to be the result of hesitation, and in the afternoon attacked 
the jiicqucts on the^ft flank, and became so daring, that I considered 
it necessary to scnqpicutenant Colonel Taylor, with 250 men of Her 
Majesty’s Jlth foot, to drive them back ; some sharp fighting took place 
and the enemy were driven up the neighbouring hills, from the crests 
of which they kept up a heavy fire. Lieutenant Colonel I'aylor, liow- 
ever, with a small party crept up one end of the hill unpcrceived by the 
enemy, who wer^^ hotly engaged in their front, and lay concealed until 
joined by a few more of his men, when rushing up on the flank of the 
astounded Affghans, he inflicted a severe lesson, pouring in a destructive 
fire upon them as they fled down the hill. Chieftain was found 
among ^the slain, who it is supposed was the brotlier of Khodabux Khan. 
'J'lic enemy remained inoffensive on our left flank, in consequence of 
tliis very well planned and gallant affair of Lieutenant Colonel Taylor’s, 
and withdrew to the right, where they commenced a furious attack upon 
a i)icquct consisting of 80 men of the COth regiment of native infantry, 
commanded by Lieutenant Montgomery, who sustained the assault with 
great resolution until reinforcements reached him, when the enemy 
were beaten off ; in this attack the picquet had four killed. Lieutenant 
Montgomery and 1 7 men wounded ; the enemy came so close that fre- 
quent recourse was had to the bayonet. Their attempts on the jnequets 
continued throughout the night, but were invariably unsuccessful. 

“ I'hc viJley of Tezecn, where we were encamped, is completely 
encircled by lofty hills, and on the morning of the 13th, it was ])erceiv- 
t?d that the Affghans had occu])ied in great force every height not 
already crowned by our troops ; I commenced my march towards the 
mouth of the Tczeen Pass, where I left two guns, two sf^uadrons of 
Her Majesty’s 3d dnigoons, a party of the 1st light cavalry and 3d 
irregular cavalry. The enemy’s horse appeared in the valley, with the 
intention of fidling uiioii the baggage, but it gives me very grUat pleasure 
to state, that the dragoons and native cavalry (regular and irrregular) 
made a most brilliant charge, and with sueli effect, that the whole body 
of the enemy’s force was completely routed, and a number of them 
cut up. 

The Pass of the Tezeen affords great advantage to an enemy occu- 
pying the heights, and on the present occasion, Mahomed ALbar neglect - 
ed nothing to render its natural difficulties as formidable as numbers 
could make it. Our troops mounted the hcijljlits, and the Affghans, 
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contrary to their general custom, aclviinced to meet tlicm, and a desj>c- 
rate struggle ensued ; indeed tlieir defence was so obstinate, that the 
British bayonet in manjr instances alone decided the contest. .I'hc 
light coini)any,of Her Majesty’s 9th foot, led by Captain Lusliington, 
who I regret to say was wounded in the hc*id, ascending the hills on 
the left cJ the Pass under a heavy cross-fire, charged and overthrew 
their opponents, leaving several horses and Bicir riders, supposed to be 
Chiefs, dead on the hill^ the slaughter^was Considerable, and the fight 
continued during a great part of the day, the enemy appearing rcsolv- 
eil that we should not ascend the Huft Kotul ; one spirit seemed to per- 
vade all, and a determination to conquer overcame the obstinate re^it,- 
tance of the enemy, who were at length forced from their numerous 
and strong positions, and our troo])s mounted thi Huft Kotul, giving 
three cheers when they reached the summit. Here Lieutenant Cun- 
ningham, with a ])arty of sappers, pressed the enemy so liard, that they 
left in their precipitation a 24-pounder howutzerand limbed, carrying oil’ 
the tlral't bullocks. Having heard that another gun had been seen, and 
concluding that it could not have gone very far, I detached a squadron 
of dragoons under Ca])taiu Tritton. and two horse artdlcry guns under 
Major Delafosse in pursuit: the gun (a 12-j>ounder howitzer) with 
buiioelvs sullicicnt for tlie two guns were soon c;aj)tuied. The dragoons 
again got*among the enemy and succeeded in cutting uj) many C|^ tliem. 
(biptain Broadfoot with the sappers advanced, and with tlie dragoons 
hapj)ciicd to fall in with another party of the enemy, of w’hom u])vvards 
of tworX;y were killed. I have ascertained, tliere were about 19,000 
men in the field opposed to me, a considerable ptjrtion of whom was 
cavalry ; Mahomed Akbar Khan, Mahomed Shah Khan, Ameen Oollah, 
and many other Chiefs wdth their follow^ers were jjresciit, all of whom 1 
have reason to believe have taken to flight. We have gained a com- 
plete victt)ry, and our enemies have suffered severely, liaving several 
hundreds killed, losing their guns and three staiulards, one of vvliieh 
was taken fnjin the enemy’s horse by the 1st light cavalry. Although 
many attcmi)ts wxre made at the baggage, none were successful, chieffy 
owing to the judicious anil admirable aiTangcmcnts of Lieutenant Colo- 
nel llichmond, commanding the rear guard, and for which he deserves 
the greatest credit. 

“ The Lahore contingent, under the able direction of Cai)taiii laiw- 
rcncc, has invariably given the most cheerful assistance, dragging the 
guns, occumdiig the heights, and covering the rear guard, While as- 
cending Hmt Kotul and at Tezeen, their long jezails told effectively in 
keeping the ground. 

“ Major Skinner, Her Majesty’s 31st foot, had been detached with a 
strong party on the night of the 12th, for the i)urj)osc of dislodging a 
hotly of the enemy on the heights in front of the camj) ; this duty W'as 
2 )erforrned with great gallantry the next morning, and bis operations con- 
tributed* much to frustrate the attcmjits of the enemy on our right flank. 
As the Major’s movements were for some time Separate frpm those of 
the main column, I deem it expedient to annex his report. 
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“ Tlu‘ enemy being completely dispersed, we pursued our marcli and 
emraniped ut Klioord Cabool without further oj)position. The trooj)s 
on this, as on all former occasions where tliey have been engaged with 
the enemy, shewed the most determined valour, and I ff'el that I can- 
iHjt too highly praise their conduct : each regiment seemed to vie with 
the others in their endeavours to dislodge the enemy, which they most 
I'lrectually accomplished. I have received from Major General McCaskili, 
K. II., who on this occasioti commanded the m^iin column, every assis- 
tance, and from Major General Sir R. Sale, G. C. B., commanding the 
advance guard, tlic most zcidoiis co-operation. The following officers 
havt' alto given me every reason to be satisfied with their exertions ; 
Brigadier Moritcath, C. B., commanding the 4th brigade ; Brigadier 
'J’ullocli, commanding 2(1 brigade, and 13riga(licr White, commanding 
cavalry brigade ; Lieutenant Colonel Bolton, commanding Her Ma- 
ic.-ty's Illstt foot; laeutcuant Colonel Richmond, commanding J33d 
native infaniry ; and Lieutenant Colonel Taylor, K. H., command- 
ing Her Majesty’s Otli foot; Major Skinner, Her Majesty’s JHst 
loot ; Major Huisli, commanding 2Gth native infantry ; Major Dela- 
fosse, commanding artillery ; Majol* CVommelin, commiinding 1st light 
cavalry; Major Lockwood, commanding Her Majesty’s 3d light dra- 
goons; Ca])tain Na[)lcton, commanding GOth native infantry: Cai)tain 
Seaton,^ commanding 35th regiment light infantry ; Caj)tairi Ferris, 
commanding .Iczailchios ; Captain Wilkinson, commanding Her Ma- 
jesty’s 13th liglit infantry ; Cai>tain Broadfoot, commanding sapper'^ : 
Cai)taiu Tait, commanding 3d irregular cavaJiy, and (-aptain liaVvrenee, 
commanding the Seikh contingent ; Captain Abbott, Chief Engineer ; 
Cajjttiin Abbott, Commanding light field battery ; Captain Alexander, 
commanding 3d Ircjop 2d Brigade Horse Artillery ; Captain Backhouse, 
corninjimling mountain train, and Lieutenant 13echcr, commanding tlic 
sappers and miners. The ser\nccs of Mr. Mackcsori, commanding the 
l)ildafs, have always been consjncuous. Superintending Surgeon Stiven’s 
care in providing for the conveyance and comfort of tlie wounded Ii;is 
met with my aj) probation. From Major Thompson, at the head of the 
(Uunmissariat Hepartment, I have received every assistance ; likewise 
fi*om C’aptain Lane, Commissary of Ordnance, whose exertions have been 
iinremitling tbrougliout. From the following Officers of my Personal 
and llie General Stall’, I have on this as on every other occasion received 
the most elfectiial aid : ('aptain Maegregor and Lieutenant Pollock, 
Aids-dc-Camp ; lieutenant Sir R. Shakespear, Military Secretar}' ; 
Captain PoiiKuiby, Assistant Adjutant General; Oriptain Codrington, 
Assistant Quarter Master General ; Captain Riddle, Pay Master ; Cap- 
hiiii Maejidam, Deputy .ludge Advocate Gcnerjil ; Lieutenant Maync, 
Officiating Dojuity Assistant Quarter Master General. The following 
Officers of the Division and ]3rigade Staff have also clfectively perform- 
ed, tlieir respective duties : Captain Havelock, Deputy Assistant Adjutant 
General ; Brigade Majors Havelock, Smith, Wade, Lugard, aiicl Jirc- 
vet (^ai)tain Fitzgerald', Artillery' Division Staff. I must not omit the 
e\pres.i:ion of my regret for Qie fate of Hyder Ally, the Native Com- 
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mmitbiut of the Jezuilchies, a most galliiiit iirul cnterj)rizing soldier, 
who WHS killed while attempting to seize one of the enemy’s standards. 

I have the honor to forward reports from Lieutenant Colonels 
Richmond ani^, Taylor, and Major Skinner, with returns of killed 
and wounded, and of Ordnance Ammunition and Stores captured. 

“ I have, Sic. 

(t. Pollock, Major Gawnd.'' 

Retuni of Killed and Woum$ed of the truop'i u^der the command of Major General 
Pol LOCK, CJ. \^. in the Tezeen Valleij and on the Ilufl Koluly on the \'lth and \‘Mh 
SepUmhery 184*2. 
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(1. PoNsoNjiY, Captamy Asstslanl Adjutant General. 
Names of Offickks Killed and Wounded. 

Killed, 

Hyder Ali, Commandant, Jezailchie Regiment. 

Wounded. 

Captain Liishingtnn, Her Majesty’s 9th Font, severely. 

Cuptuiii Geiis, GOth Native Infantry, slightly. 

Lieutenant Norton, 35th Native Infantry, severely. 

Lieutenant Montgomery, GOth Native Infantry, slightly. 

(L PoNsiiNUY, Gffptainy Assistatk Adjutant General. 
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lielurn of i)irdmin*ie^ Ammunition and Stores captured on the line of march between 
Teseen and Khoord Cahoot, hij the force under the command of Major General 
PoM-ocK, C. li. commandiny in AJfyhanistan^ Camp Khoord Cahoot^ 13iA Sep- 
t ember, 1842. 

j 9\ 

Description of Stores, No. 


Howitzers, brass, Ti-pr No. weight G cwt. 2. qr. G lbs. cast 183t>, J • 

/* Hutcheson, horse artillery piece, J 

Ditto, ditto, 24 „ „ 35, f „ 8 „ 2^,22 „ cast 1828, ^ . 

T. Timbulo, foot artillery piece, S 

Sponges, 12-pr. howitzer, .... .... .... .... I 

Ditto, 24-pr. ditto .... .... t 

I’ortfires, filled, .... .... .... .... .... 55 

Washers, common, .... .... .... /; 

,, with hooks, .... ... .... .... .... 4 

liinch pins, .... .... .... «... «... «.««.... 8 

Boxes, ammunition, 9 pr. or 24 pr. howitzers, .... .... .... 4 

Ditto, store, .... .... .... unserviceable, 2 

Fuzes, filled, !t^-inch, .... .... .. ditto, .... 51 

Ditto, ditto, 2 inch sizes, spherical case, .... .... ditto 1)9 

Ditto, markers, .... ...• .... .... .*•• .. 1 

MalleLs, fuze driving, spherical case, .... .... 1 

Handspike, trail, iriM, .... .... .... .... .... 1 

Slow match, .... .... .... .... skeins, 3 

Setters, fuze, .... .... . .... .... 1 

Sockets, portfire, .... .... , .... 1 . . 1 

Shells, common, 2 l-pr. howitzer, filled and <^ 01 , .... .... 10 

,, I ,, 12 ,, ,, ,, ,, •••• 9 

,, spherical case, 12-pr. .... .... .... 5 

Canister, 24>pr. howitzers, .... G 

Ditto, 12 ,, ,1 ..•• .... «... .... .... S 

Carriages, 9-pomider, uiiserviccabKi, I 

Ditto, 24-pr. howitzers,... ditto, I 

Clip bands pole yoke, 2 

Swivel yoke, 2 

Handspikes, common, unserviceable, I 

i/hains, lucking, J 

Cl hains, traces, .... .... .... .... ... .... .... 0 

Ditto, pole or ditto, .... 2 

Wires, priming, 1 

Yokes, Imllocks 5 

Ditto, ditto, .. .. unserviceable, 7 

I'uze holder, .... .... .... 1 

,, tools, .... 0 

Carpenter’s rale, (2 feet) ... . .... I 

Ailzes, .... .... .... .... .... •■.. •••• .... 1 

(irimhlcts, of sorts, .... .... .... •••. .••> 2 

N. B. — No tangent scales or elevating serews to either of the above pieces of 
ordnance. 

H. Dklafossu, Major, 
Commandin,'^ Artillery. 


Copy of a letter from Lieutenant Colonel "Faylok, Commanding Her Ma- 
Jesty’s 0th Regiment of Foot, Captain Ponponby, Assistant Adjutant 
General, dated Camp Khoord Cabool, \Zth September, 1842. 

** Sir, — I have to report, for the information of Major General Pollock, 
C. B., commanding the troops in AlFghanistan, that agreeably to his or- 
dorp, I jirocecdcd at half past five o’clock, yesterday evening, ^v^th 250 
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men of Her Majesty's 9th, to the support of the guards jn charge of the 
public cattle feeding on the left of the Camp in the Tezeen valley, 
which were much pressed.by the enemy. On clearing the left piquet. 
I was joined by Major Huish, with a smal^ party of the 26th native 
infantry. I threw forward a strong body of skirmishers, who quickly 
drove baciv those of the enemy on the plain, pursuing them to a range 
of low hills, where they made a stand till dislodged by our advance : 
furtlier on I found the enemy in force.^rora? 5 to 600, had taken jjost 
along the crest and on the top of a range of steep hills running near a 
mile from the Northward into the 'I’czeen valley ; those towards the 
North were assailed by Captain Imshingtori, Her Majesty's 9th foot, 
with the left support and skirmishers, whilst I directed the attack 
against their front and left Hank, whicJi being turned, 1 ascended the 
heights between tw'o ridges which concealed my approach till close to 
the summit and within 20 yards of their main body, consisting of over 
‘300 men. Collecting .*30 l(j 40 men witli Lieutenants Elmiiirst, Lister 
and V^igors, 1 ordered bayonets to be fixed, and the enemy to be charg- 
ed, which was done with such resolution and elTect.^that the whole 
mass taken by sur[)rise was pushed headlong down the hills, nor did 
they rall^ till out of musket shot. Their loss must have been very 
se\»;n\ as 1 observed numbers lagging behind to carry off their killed 
and wounued. As it was getting dark, 1 deemed it imprudent j)ur- 
suc the enemy turtber, ordered the halt to be sounded, and after remain- 
ing in j)osscssioii of their ])osition for half an hour, retiri‘d without 
mol('St:it«iou. It affords me great gratification to bear testimony to 
the s[)irit and gallantry displayed by oliicer.s and men on this occa- 
sion, especially Majoi Huish, 26th regiment native infantry, (Jai)tain 
Lushingtou, and those concerned in the charge, on the enemy. 

“ I beg to transmit a return of the killed and wounded. 

“ I have, ike, 

A. 13. 'J AYLOR, Lwutenaut Colonel ^ \}th Foot}' 


Copy of a letter from Major Sit inner, //. M. 31.?/ Foot, to Captain 
PuNsoNiiY, Assistant Adjutant General, dated Jiootkhak, I4th Svp^» 
t ember, 1842. 

“ Sir, — I liavc the honor to report, for the information of the Major 
Genend coinmaiuling the army in Affglianistan, that 1 ascended the 
iieights above the Tezeen valley, in front of our Camp, with the detach- 
ment in the margin, on the afternoon of the 
ico. H M. othFoot, 12th instant, and occupied the ridj^e till dav- 

1 “ “ 31st Foot. bght next morning, rrom a cornmunieatioii 

i Major General Sir K. Sale, G. (J. B., I 

1 “ 33ii Native iniantry. icamt that I WHS to take tlic high peaks to the 
iS "eht of my position, and having driven the 

• enemy from them, continue to operate among 

the lower hills to the head of the Huft Kotul, on the riglit flank of the 
advance guard of the army. These peaks were occupied in some force 

2 N 
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by the enemy,, .who was, however, easily driven from them, and cleareii 
away to the higher hills on my right. I ascended the first peak, which 
althongh the way was steep was not very difficult, in two small 
columns. The 1st, the copipanies of Her Majesty's 9th ^nd 26th native 
infantry under Captain Borton, of the 9th foot ; the second under 
Lieutenant Sayers of the 3 1st, composed of the two companies of Her 
Majesty's 31st foot and dOd native infantry, covered by the sappers 
and jezailchics under Lieutenant Orr. I detaphed lieutenant Sinclair, 
of the 13th light infantry, with the company of his regiment and one 
of the 3.5th native infantry, to the higher peak on the right hand, and 
sui)portcd him by Lieut. Orr and the sappers, (after I had possession of 
the first height,) who ascended by a steep ridge that connected them. 
Lieutenant Sinclair attained the summit of tlic hill without loss, driv- 
ing the enemy away, and held it until the main column of advance 
came in sigjiit, when he led his column on my right over the lulls at the 
base of the higher mountains. The height I gained descends to the 
high road by a succession of small peaks, each connected by a narrow 
ridge ; the enemy occupied with small parties each of these peaks, and 
was driven in succession from them. Captain Borton, at the head 
of a party of the 9th foot, made a gallant charge uj)on a strongly pos- 
ted jiarty of the enemy, and drove them away ; he shewed a great deal 
of boli’ncss however, and made repcati'd attempts to recover liis ground, 
taking advantage of the necessarily slow advnncc of the supporting 
parti(;s, from the steep and difiicult nature of the hills. After I gain- 
ed all the peaks, anil the enemy had fallen back, 1 continued- parallel 
to the main column over the hills to some distance lieyond the top of 
the Huft Kotul ; considering the great number that at one time op- 
posed me until the appoaranec of the main column drew them off, my 
loss was not great, while the enemy sullered considerably. I beg leave 
to bring to the notice of the Major General, the very good conduct of 
the officers and men who were under my command. 

“ I have, SiC. 

Tiios. Skinneu, Major, 

If. M. ^Ist Regiment** 


Copy of a letter from Lieutenant Colonel Richmond, Commanding 33d 
Native Infantry, to Captain Ponsonby, Assistant Adjutant General, 
dated Camp Bootkhak, 14/7/ September, 1842. * 

Sir, — Major General Pollock, C. B., commanding the troops, 
having entrusted me specially with the command of the rear guard 
of the army from Tezeen through tlie Huft Kotul Pass, on the ’l3th 
u. M •« 3a Light Drags. 160 instant, and having placed at my disposal the 
iJorS' c*.™ *00 troops detailed in the margin, I havc.now the 

Seikh c-vaity. 2 fco houor to rcjHjrt the oj)crations of the day, for 

Total. Sabres."7]io the Major General’s information. Having made 
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llie necessary disposition of my force to protect the baggage in the 
- „ X- ^ 1 1 valley of Tezeen, and to secure tlie gorge of the 

Battery. Pass, tlic difierent piquets were gradually with- 

Picqiie^s H. M.’s 9Ui and drawn to Strengthen the latter. Soon after I 

4th CO. 2bUi regt. N. 1. ... 910 observeil a large body of the enemy collecting 
2S4 nea>' the fort of Tezeen, South Eiist of my posi- 
ru:qucts6oth n*gt. N. 1. 124 tioii, tmd dircctcd I|ieutenant Douglas, whose 
Seikh Infantry ^uns liiul becii iTfcviohsly ])osted on a command- 

Totai, Bayonets. ...1300 poiiit, to opcii Oil them, but the distaiico 

proving too great for shells, the fire was discontinued. The enemy 
I suppose, encouraged by this, formed his cavalry in the valley to the 
number of about 600 men, w'ith the evident intention of moving towards 
my post. I instantly dccideil tni autieipating him, and as Captain 
Alexander's (horse artillery) tlirec guns were still on the ground, I availed 
myself of his services, by sending forward his guns within range of 
the tinemy, sujn>orted by the front sqnailron of Her iMajes^v’s 3d Light 
Dragoons under Captain Uiictt, one si^uadrun of 1st liglit cjivalry under 
Brevet Major Sciitt, and tlie detachment of 3d irregular cavalry under 
(JJapt'ciin Tait, with orders to charge the enemy if the ground proved 
favorable, and an opportunity tifiered. This soon oceurrcil, the guns 
having made good impression, and the instant I observed the cavalry 
advance, flie other .squadron of dragoons was hurried forwart^ under 
Major Lockwood, as a support, thus ensuring the suercss acliiovcil by lla* 
spiritcii and gallant charge of their comrades in front, which completely 
disjieisod the enemy, who left about fifty incii on the field, and a stan- 
dard, tlie latter taken by the 1st light cavalry, the bearer of which was 
cut down by Brevet Captain Goad. 

“ Having acconiplislicd jUI I wished, the troops returned to their origi- 
nal position in excellent order, covered by the very effective fire of the 
guns directed by Captain Alcxamler, and by a company of tlie 35th 
regiment light infantry, the latter ordered forward for the purpose. 

As the enemy shewed no dis[)Osition to molest us further, and the 
whole of the baggage having entered the Pass, the horse artillery and 
jilragoons were permitted to commence their march, but before the lattei 
had filed off, the enemy brought two guns to bear upon our position* 
which obliged me to place tlie remainder of the cavalry under cover of 
the high ground in the vicinity ; these guns fortunately did no harm, 
and were soon after either withdrawn l>y the enemy, or silenced by 
a fire of round shot from Lieutenant Douglas's Jl-pounder, ably directed 
by that offlPfcr, and by Captain Lawrence, Political Agent, commanding 
the Seikh contingent, who handsomely volunteered his servici\s on the 


“ After allowing the main column and baggage to get well forward in 
the 1?ass, I directed the remainder of the cavalry to enter, and followed 
with the infantry, the different parties of whicJi gradually retired on the 
posts I Jiad previously occiqiicd, the enemy’s infantry closing in anil 
opening a heavy fire, wliich continued till wc riAiched the toj) of the 
Pass, a distance of three miles ; and although L was comiicllcd to hold 
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my ground near, the top of the Pass tor a long time, to admit of the gun^ 
and baggage passing over, I am happy to say that the enemy, thougli 
he pressed our several posts very warmly, did ,not then, or at any other 
time obtain the slightest acjvantage, and at length desisted from molest- 
ing us, which enabled me to reform the troops and continue my march 
towards Camp, where I arrived about 8 o’clock p. m., with all the stores 
and baggage, except a few/) loads of grain ; also some camels and bul- 
locks unable to proceed, wnich )vcre destroyed 911 the road, agreeably to 
orders. 

“ My best thanks are due to the officers and men engaged, both 
European and Native, for their cheerful endurance of fatigue under 
an intensely hot sun, and for their gallant bearing when in contact with 
the enemy ; the whole seemed animated with one and the same sjiirit, 
which enabled them to overcome difficulties of no ordinary nature, 
highly crcdit|ible to British soldiers, and especially so to the Bengal 
Sepoys. I feel it also just to notice the useful assistance afforded by the 
men of the Seikh contingent under Captain Lawrence, who took their 
full share of duty^dn the valley of Tezeen, and in defending the different 
posts in the Pass. 

Accompanying I have the honor to forward a return of the killed and 
wounded, which I rejoice to observe is not so heavy as might have been 
cxpccto I from the nature of the operations. 

“ r have, 8ic. 

A. K. lliciiMOND, Lieut.- Colonel, 
il3r</ Regiment N. /. Commanding the Rear Guard'" 

** P.S. — On reaching the top of the Huft Kotul Pass, it was reported to 
Captain Lawrence, commanding the Seikh contingent, that Sirdar Akbar 
Khan was present in the Tezeen valley, when the troops charged his 
cavalry. A. F. Richmond, Lieut. -Colonel 


To Major General Pollock, C. B. Commanding West of the lndus,% 
Camp Urgundcc, IGth September, 1842. 

“ Sir, — I have the honor to acquaint you, that Shumshoodecn, Sultan 
Jan, and other Affghan Chiefs having assembled about 12,000 men, oc- 
cupied a succession of strong mountains intercejiting my march upon 
Bence Badam and Mydan on the I4th and 15th instant. * Our troops 
dislodged them in gallant style, and their conduct afforded me the great- 
est satisfaction. 

“ The artillery distinguished themselves, and I beg to mention the 
names of Captain Leslie, Bombay Horse Artillery ; Captains Blood, Bbm- 
bjiy foot Artillery, and Anderson and Turner, of the Bengal Horse 
Artillery ; and the 38th and 43d Bengal Native Infantry. I beg to 
bring ruder the favourable notice of Government, Captain White, of 
Her Mjijesty’s 40th regiment, in command of the light companies of 
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Her Majesty’s -40111 and 41st Regiments, and of the 2nd,^ldtli 38th, 42nd 
and 43d Bengal Native Kcgimeiita, for the able manner in which her 
carried my orders into effect, and for the gallantry displayed by him, 
and the corop^jnies under his command, in ascending the mountains, and 
driving the enemy from their positions ; I had every reason to be pleas- 
ed with conduct of all the troops, Eurojjcan and Native. 1 forward 
a list of killed and wounded. \ 

“ I am^&c. 

W . Nott, Major General. 

Commanding Field Force." 


Return of Killed, Wounded, and Missing of the Field Force, under the com- 

mand of Major General William Nott, in the engagements with the 

Enemy, on the 14/4 and loth of September, 1842. 

0 

2d Troop Bengal Irregular Horse Artillery — Wounded 2 liorses. 

3rd Co. 2nd Battalion Bengal Foot ditto — Woiyided 2 Magazine 
lascars. 

“ 1st Troop Bombay Horse Artillery — Wounded 3 horses. 

3r<l Co. 1st Battalion Bombay Foot Artillery — Wountled I private 
ana 2 drivers. 

“ 3rd Regiment Bombay [jight Cavalry — Killed 1 private — Wounded 
1 horse. 

“ I St Regiment Bengal Irregular Horse — Wounded 1 eor])oral, 4 pri- 
vates, and 8 horses, 

“ Cliristie’.s Horse — Wounded I private and 10 horses. 

“ H. M. 40th Regiment of Foot — Killed 1 drummer, and 1 private — 
Wounded 1 Lieutenant and 3 privates. 

“ H. M. 41st ditto — Killed 1 private — Wounded 1 corporal and 1 
private. • 

“ 2nd Regiment Ikngal N. I. — Wounded 1 fiieutcnant and 1 private. 

“ 16th ditto — Wounded 1 sergeant and 1 private. 

“ 38th ditto — Wounded 1 sergeant and 11 jirivates. 

“ 42nd ditto — Wounded I sergeant and 2 privates. 

** 43rd ditto — Wounded 1 Lieutenant, 1 subadar, 1 sergeant, and 1.5 
privates. 

“ 3rd Regiment Irregular Infantry — Wounded 5 privates. 

Officers Wounded. 

Lieutenant E. Eager, Her Majesty’s 40th Regiment, severely. 

“ Lieutenant Mainwaring, 2nd Regiment Bengal Native Infantry, 
sightly. 

“ Lieutenant G. Holroyd, 43rd ditto ditto, ditto. 

W. Nott, Major General, 

Commanding Field Force." 
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In pursuance ^of the chronological arrangement which has been ad- 
hered to as closely as possible in this volume, the Proclamation of Lord 
Ellenborough, directing the evacuation of AfTghanistan is here given. 
But there can be no doubt that the Generals had received private 
instructions to bring back their armies before this document reached 
them. A computation of t/e time occupied in transmitting despatches 
from Simla to Cabul, will establish the impossibility of a movement 
being made from Cabul, on the 11th of October, in conformity to orders 
issued at Simla, on the 1st of that month. The date of the Proclama- 
tion must therefore be regarded as having been selected for the sake of 
a dramatic contrast with tli'at issued by Lord Aucldand on the 1st of 
October 183FJ. (see page 3,) in which principles the very opposite of Lord 
Ellciiborough’s arc enunciated. In other resi)ccts the date is particularly 
unfortunate for tljp Governor General’s fame, as it proves, beyond all 
(piestion, that ho had not made tlic release of the prisoners in the hands 
of the Airghana an indispensable condition of the evacuation of the coun- 
try o 

PUOCLAM ATION. 

Secret Department, Simla, the 1^/ October 1842. 

“ The Government of India directed its juiny to pass the Indus in 
order to expel from AffghanisUin a Chief believed to be hostile to Bri- 
tish interests, and to replace upon his throne a Sovereign represented to 
be friendly to those interests, and popular with his former subjects, 

“ The Cliief believed to be hostile became a prisoner, and the Sovereign 
rcprcLcnted to be popular was replaced upon his throne : but, after- 
events, which brought into question his fidelity to the Government by 
which he was restored, he lost by the hands of an assassin the throne 
he had only held amidst insurrections, and his death was preceded and 
fallowed by still existing anarchy. 

“ Disasters unj)arallclcd in their extent, unless by the errors in which 
they originated, and by the treachery by which they were completed, 
have, in one short campaign, been avenged upon every scene of past 
misfortune ; and repeated victories in the field, and the capture of the 
cities imd citadels of Ghuznie and Cabool, have again attaclK d the opi- 
nion of invincibility to the British arms. 

“ TJic British army in possession of AlFghanistan will now be with- 
drawn to the Sutlej. 

“ The Governor General will leave it to the AfFghans themselves to 
create a Government amidst the anarchy which is the consequence of 
their crimes. 

“ To force a Sovereign upon a reluctant j)coi)lc, would be as inconsis- 
tent with the policy as it is with the principles of the British Govern- 
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ment, tending to place the Jirms and resources of that ])eople at the dis- 
posfd of the first invader, and to impose the burthen of supporting ly 
Sovereign, witliout the prospect of benefit from his alliance. 

“ The Go^mor General will willingly recognize any Government 
aj)proved by the Afighans themselves, whicli shall appear desirous and 
raj)able oi maintaining friendly relations with neighbouring states. 

“ (Content with the limits nature appears\to have assigned to its em- 
pire, the Government of India will d|votc‘ all its efforts to the csta- 
bli>hment and maintenfince of general j)eacc, to the protection of the 
Sovereigns and Chiefs its allies, and to the prosperity and happiness of 
its own faithful subjects. 

“ The rivers of tlie Punjab and Indus, and tlic mountainous Passes and 
the barbarous tribes of Affghanistan will be ])laced between the British 
army and an enemy aj)j)roaching from the West, if indeed such enemy 
there can he, and no longer between the army and its su])plies. 

“ The enormous exi)enditure required for the oU[)port of a large force, 
in a false military position, at a distance from its own frontier and its 
resources, wall no longer arrest every measure for t^je imj)rovement of 
the country and of the people. 

'* The combined army of England and of India, superior in equipment, 
in ciisci])line, in valour, and in the Officers by whom it is commanded, 
to any force which can be opposed to it in Asia, will stand in um^sailable 
strength upon its ow'ii soil, and for ever, under the blessing of Providence, 
preserve the glorious cmj)irc it has won, in security and in lioiior. 

“ The Governor General cannot fear the misconstruction of liis mo- 
tives in thus frankly announcing to sniTOunding States, the pacific and 
conservative policy of his Government. 

“ Affghanistan and China have seen at once the forces at his dis- 
posal, and the effect with which they can be ai)])licd. 

“ Sincerely attached to peace for the sake of tlie benefits it confers 
upon the peo])le, the Governor General is resolved that peace sliall be 
obser\"cd, and will put forth the \vlu)lc power of the British Govern- 
ment to coerce the State by which it shall be infringed. 

“ By order of the Right Honorable the Governor General of India. 

T. H. Mad DOCK, 

Secretary to the Government of India ^ with the Governor Generali 


A few^ays after this remarkable state paper had appeared, the 
gratifying intelligence arrived in India, of the release of the whole of the 
prisoners. The official accounts of the very interesting circumsbmees 
attending this event are so extremely meagre, that the following graphic 
narrative, from the pen of one of the emancipated captives, may fairly 
precede them : — 

• 

“ It has pleased God to try us in the furnace of adversity for many 
years ; but in every cloud that overhung our path, the rainbow of His 
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mercy has shone conspicuously, forbidding us to despair, and reminding 
Hiis that we are tlie object of His providential care and loving ki];tdness. 
llut how specially has this been the case during the past twelve months 
of our history ! 'fhe horrors of war, enhanced by the rigoprs of climate, 
encompassed us, and thousands fell victims around us to cold, famine, 
and the sword, until every door of escape seemed closed. We finally 
fell into the hands of a blood y and treacherous tyrant, “ neither fearing 
God, nor regarding man,” in v^^hose custody we felt less secure than 
Daniel in the lion’s den, because we lacked his super human faith. Yet, 
for nine tedious months of cheerless captivity, the restraining hand of 
the Almighty upon our savage keepers preserved us from hurt or dis- 
honour, and when finally a life of wretched slavery seemed our inevita- 
ble lot, he sent us aid from an unexpected quarter, and delivered us 
from all our fears. As the true story of our release may not liave 
reached you, a brief narration may be acceptable. On the 25th August, 
news having * previously been received of General Pollock's forward 
movement, Mahomed Akbar sent a messenger to prepare us for an im- 
mediate march. ^Wc were at this time residing in the fort of Ali 
Mahomed Khan at Sewrekkee, about six miles from the city of Cabul, 
and Akbar had sworn that General Ptillock’s advance should be the 
signal for our removal to Turkistan, where he would distribute us as 
slaves t(^ the different chiefs. At night a Uegiment arrived, about 400 
strong, the men composing it being all armed with English muskets, 
and, (having nearly all formerly belonged to different Affghan corps), 
observing many of the (jutward forms of discipline. They were com- 
manded by Sala Mahomed Khan, once a Soobadar in Hopkins' Regi- 
ment, and who had deserted to Ameer Dost Mahomed Khan, previous 
to Colonel Dennie’s action with that chief at Bamcean in 1840. For 
some time j)rcvious to our receiving this abrupt summons, sickness 
had by turns prostrated the strength of almost every individual of 
our t^arty, and, although the majority were convalescent, two of 
the ladies (Mrs. Anderson and ^Irs. Trevor) were in a state that 
rendered their removal impracticable. This having been represented 
to Akbar Khan, he reluctantly permitted them to remain ; and Dr. 
Oampbell was likewise suffered to stay in attendance upon them. At 
about 10 r. m., the bugles and drums of our new escort summoned 
us to mount, and wc soon found ourselves on the high road to Bameean. 
At Killa Kazec, we Avere joined by Lieutenants Haiighton and Evjms, 
with about 40 European Soldiers, who liad been left at Cabul in Hospi- 
tal under charge of the latter officer. Wretched and d&donsolate, 
w^c journeyed on ; and after crossing four steep mountain Passes, wc 
arrived, on the 3d September, in the valley of Bamcean, beyond the 
Indian Caucasus. Here the European Soldiers were lodged in a small 
dirty fort, about a mile beyond the celebrated Boodist images, whilst the 
ladies and officers were permitted to remain in their tents outside until 
the 9th September, w'hen Sala Mahomed obliged us to remoye into 
another <brt, about 100 yards from that containing the Soldiers. The 
change was greatly for the worse, for the wretched hard hovels into 
which wc were crammed having been recently inhabited by cows, goats. 
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.imi sliccp, tccincil with vermin, and retained the u ns wept remains 
of odoriferous filth. A few rays of Ught penetrated througli small holes 
ill the roof, which just sufficed to rescue the apartments from the stigma 
of absolute darkness. On Sunday, September 11th, Sala Mahomed 
having received a positive order from Akbar Khan for our instant march 
to Koloom, the desperate state of our condition induced Major Pottin- 
ger to go to him with the offer of a bribeVfor our release. Captain 
Johnson volunteered to be agent in the patter, and found our keeper 
more acc;essible than was*expected. This man liad hitherto kept idoof 
from every attempt at friendly intercourse with the prisoners, towards 
whom his manner had been invariably haughty, and his language liarsli. 
Great was our astonishment, therefore, to learn, as we did in tlie 
course of the day, that he had been seduced from his allegiance to 
Akbar, and bought over to our side. A^leaiiwhile, the rapid advance of 
the two English armies upon Cabul, and the ])r()hahle defeat of Akbar. 
led us to exjiect that chiefs arrival amongst ns as likeMto hapjieii 
at any moment. It was therefore necessary to he jireparcd against any 
sudden surjirize. The Huzarch chiefs in tlie neigI^))ourliood wTirc 
sounded, and found favourable to our scheme. The men composinf^ 
our guard were gained over by a promise of four months’ jiay. A new 
Gov\.'i nor* was set up over the provinces by Major Pottingcr, the existing 
Governor, •Zoolficar Khan, being too much in Akbar’s intenist *to ho 
trusted. Presents and promises were distributed in all directions, and 
with so much success, that on the 1 Jth Si*ptemher, we had assurances of 
aid from* all the chiefs between the Sir Chushm and Eygharn, bodies of 
whose armed followers were said to have been posted along the road to 
keep the Passes. 

“ On the 16th September, the country was considered sufficiently 
safe to admit of our setting out on our return towards f ’abiil. W<; had 
only proceeded a few miles, when a messenger met us with news of 
General Pollock’s victory over Akbar, which cheering intelligence was 
shortly afterwards confirmed by a note from Sir Richmond Shakespear, 
who was hastening to our assistance with 600 Kuzzilhash horsemen. 

On the 17th, we re-crossed the Kaloo Ghat, and encamped about 
three miles from its base. We had been here about two hours, when 
some horsemen were descried descending the Pass of Hajeeguk. Instantly 
Sala Maliomcd’s men were on the alert, and formed uj) in line. Judge 
of our joy when the banner of the Kuzzilhash was distinguished stream- 
ing in the air, and imagine, if you can, with what emotions of delight 
and gratitufl^ we eagerly pressed forward to greet onr gallant c(3untry- 
man, Sir Richmond Shakespear, who soon came galloping up to where 
wc stood. For the first time after nine months of miserable thraldom, 
in the clutches of an unprincipled savage, we felt the blessedness of 
freedbm. A heavy load of care had been removed from our breasts, 
and from that moment we were altered beings. To God be all the 
glory, foi; He alone could bring it to pass ! 

“ But there was danger still around us. Akba^ and other powerful 
chiefs were still at large, and might have followers and influence 

2 
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sufficient to ii^tercept our flight. Sir Richmond, therefore, having 
(.written to Cieneral Pollock for a brigade to meet us, hurried us on bj 
forced marches of twenty-ttvc and thirty miles j)er diem. Re-crossing 
the Hajeeguk and Oonai Passes, we entered the bca]itiful valley ot 
iVlaidan on the 20th September, and as we approached the town of 
Kot-Ashroo, a body of English Dragoons and Native Cavalry came sud- 
denly upon our view, jnqui'ted in some adjoining flclds. 

** All doubt was now iit an e^d ; we were once more under the safe- 
guard of Rritisli troops. General Sale was there in ))erson, and his 
happiness at regaining his long lost wife and daughter, can readily be 
imagined. The gallant veteran's countenance was an index to his feel- 
ings, and apathetic indeed niii.st have been tJie heart that failed to' 
sympathize witli his holy joy. The camj) was still a few miles further 
on, and we formed a procession of glad spirits as we moved along to- 
wards the Pass of SufFcd Khak, whose heights we could discern crown- 
ed with BriVHsh bayonets. Those we found to he a part of the brave 
13th Light Infantry, who, as the ladies successively ascended the hill, 
raised three hcfjrty clieers of welcome to i^ach of them ; sounds never 
to be forgotten, jiroducing a thrill of extacy through the whole frame. 
The mountain guns under ('apt. Backhouse wound u[> the scene with a 
royal .salute. 

“ (^1 the following evening, we reached General Pollock^s camp at 
Catjul, where the Horse Artillery guns uttered similar sounds of public 
exultation ; such was the history of our wonderful deliverance. Had 
Sala Mahomed Khan proved incorruptible, no effort of our arxiy could 
have saved us, and in gaining over him and the Huzzareh chiefs, Major 
Pottinger was mainly instrumental. To him and Sir R. Shakespear 
the highest praise is due. General Pollock also, 1 verily believe, did 
his best, and our eflforts would have ])een of small avad but for his 
victorious march on Cabul. To him likewi««e we ought therefore to 
be grateful, but most of all to heaven.’' 


The Official details of the release may now' be given : — 

From Major General George Pollock, C. B. Commanding in Aff'g/ianis- 
tan, to Major General Lumley, Adjutant General of the Army. 


“ Sill, — 1 have the honor to report for the information of His Excel- 
lency the Commander-in-Chief, that having received infi^ation from 
Bameeen, that the Europeans, Officers and Soldiers, prisoners there, had 
made arrangements by which they hoped to effect their own liberation, 
I at the suggestion of Mohun Lai, with the concurrence of Khan Shee- 
rccri Khan, Chief of tlie Kuzzilbashes, sanctioned the speedy departure 
of seven hundred (700) of his Horse on the 15th instant, the day of our 
arrival here, to meet the party. Some difficulty occurring oil the score 
of miincy, I advanced ten thousand (10,000) Rupees, which were de- 
livered % Sir R. Shakespear, who accompanied the Kuzzilbashes. 



fU-LKA**!- or THE CAmVES. 


2S3 


II M 3(1 Dragoons 

1 si Jjight Cavalry 
Rackhouse’s Mounta^i Train 

2 Comps, ir. II f)ili Foot. 

‘1 .. II. xM I3(li r.t liil'x 

Rroadfool’s Sap^.ors 
Ferris’ Jexailchies 
80 Soikh Horsi’, and 
160 Foot Soldiers under I'.iptdin 
Lawrenec 


apprehensive tliat Jittcrnpts would he made to injcrccpt the pri- 
soners, I detached Major General Sir ll. Sale, 
wjth the troops named in the margin on the 
lllth instant to the Arghundec Pass, and the 
circumstance proved fortunate, as a delay of 
twenty-four hours would have enabled Sultan 
.Ian, who was in pursuit, to overtake our peo- 
ple. I am hapjiy to state, that the whole who 
Averc ill confinement, (as per subjoined Roll,) 
with the exception of Captain Bygrave, who is with Mahomed Akbar, 
arrived in my Camp yesterday evening. 

I cannot conclude, witliout recording my opinion, that to Khan 
Sheercen Khan and Mohun Lai, may he attributed the safety of the 
Prisoners, and I have reason to believe, the C'hief of the Kuzzilbashes to 
be a stedfast adherent to the British Government. 

" I liave, Sic. 

Geo. PoLEoeK, Major General, 
Commanding in Affghanistan.'* 


List of Prisoners released on the 21st September, 1842. 

'* CWow-<?/ Shelton, H. M. 44tli Foot. — lAeulenantV^vwm. — Brevet Cap- 
tain Soutor. — Sergeants Wedlock, Wi’ir, and Fair. — Corporals Sumpter, 
and Be van. — 1 liggins, liO veil, and Branagau. — yVn;r//c.s‘Buriies, 
Crashem, Cronin, Driscoll, Deroney, Dully, Mathews, McDate, Marrow, 
McCarthy, McCabe, Nowean, Robson, Seyburncs, Slican, ’longue, Wil- 
son, Durant, Arch, Scott, Moore, Miller, Murphy, Marshall, Cox, Ro- 
binson, Brady, and McGlynn. — Boys Grier, and Milwood. 

H. M. 13M Light Infantry. , 

“ Privates Binding. Murray, Magary, iVIonks, Maeeiillar, MeConncll, 
and Cuff. 


Bengal Horse Artillery. 

“ McNcc, and Clelaud — (jimners Hearn, Keane, Dultoii. 

— Sargeant Wade, Baggage Serjeant to the Cahool Mission. 

Summary. 

“ Major General Shelton, H. M. 44tli Foot. — Lieutenant Colonel 
Palmer, Bengal N. I. — Major Griffiths, 37tli Bengal N. I. — Cap- 

tains Boyd, Commissariat. — Johnson, do. S. S. 2Gth N. I. — Burnet, 
r)4th N. I. — Souter, H. M. 44th Foot. — Waller, Bengal Horse Artil- 
lery. — Alston, 27th N. I. — Poett, ditto. — Walsh, .32nd Madras N. I. and 
Drummond, 3rd Bengal Light Cavalry. — Lieutenants Eyre, Bengal Artil- 
lery. — Airey, H. M. 3rd Buffs. — Warhurton, Bengal Artillery, S. S. F. 
— Webl^ 38th Madras N. I., S. S. F. — C-rawford. Bengal .3rd N. L, 
S. S. F. — Mein, H. M. 13th Light Infantry- — Harris, 27th Bengal N. 1. 
Melville, filth Bengal N. 1. and Evans, H. M. 44th Foot. — Ensigns 
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Haugliton, iJlst B. N. 1. — Williams, 27th B. N. 1. and Nicholson, 27tli 
^ B. N. I. — Conductor Wyley, Ordnance Commissariat. — Swr^ireow Magrath . 
— Assistant Surgeans Berwick and Thomson., 

Ladies, 

** Ladies Macnaghten, and Sale. — Mrs, Stuart and 1 child, Mainwaring, 
ditto, Boyd, and 3 childr^l, Eyre, and 1 child, Waller, and 2 children. 
— Conductor Riley’s wife, Mrs.«Hilcy, and 3 children. — Private Bourne’s 
13th liight Infantry) wife, Mrs. Bournes and Mrs. Wade, wife of Ser- 
geant Wade. 


" Major Pottiiigcr, Bombay Artillery. — Captains liUwrcnce, 1 1th Light 
Cavalry, and Mackenzie, 48th Madras N. I. 

“ Mrs. Fallon, Clerk and Blewitt, ditto, not in the Service.” 

G. PoNsoNJiY, Captain, Assistant Adjutant General. 


To T. H. Maiuiock, Secretary to the Covermnent of India, Camp 
Cahool, 27th SepUmber, 1842. 

“ SiJi, — I have much satisfaction in reporting, for the information of 
the Right Honorable the Governor General, the arrival in camp this 
morning of Captain Bygrave, the only person who remained in the 
hands of Mahomed Akbar Khan. It appears that Captain Bygravc was 
allowed to join my camj) by Mahomed Akbar, who has sent a letter to 
my address, copy and translation of which shall be forwarded by the 
next opportunity. I have, &c. 

Gkouok Pollock, Major General, 

Commanding in AffghanistunJ' 

Nearly every thing had now been accomplished which could be con- 
sidered ne(!essary, prejiaratory to the final departure of the troops from 
All’ghanistaii. There remained but to leave a mark of vengeance ui)on 
those places which had been the scenes of the greatest atrocities during 
the memcjrable insurrection. These were the great Cabul Bazaar, and 
the town of Istalill'. The former had witnessed tlie exposure of the re- 
mains of the unfortunate Envoy, Sir W. McNaghten ; the latter had 
harbored the inurdeixr of Sir A. Burnes at Cabul, and of the Goorkha 
cnrj)h and Lieut. Monle and Wheeler at Charckar. Major General 
Pollock charged himself with the destruction of the one ; to Major 
Gcneiid McCaskill hu entrusted the punishment of the other. Subjoin 
c»l is th(' dispatch of General McCaskill . — 
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From Major General McCaskill, K. H. Commanding detachment in^ 
Kohistan, to Captain I^onsonby, Assistant Adjutant General, dated 
Camp Istall/, 30M September, 1842. 


Ahtillehy. 

(\iplaiii Backhouse’s Mountain 
Tram. 

Captain Blond's Battery of 9-pouu- 
iJcrs iBmuhuy.) 

Two 18-poundurs. 

Cava lky. 

Head-quarters and 2 squadrons Her 
Majesty’s 3d J.q?ht Dragoons. 

1st squadron Ist Light Cavalry. 

Captain Chrislu*’> (late S. S 2d 

Jcgt.) /'orps ofCavalrv 
1 N FA N mil . 

Brigadjci Tulloch’s brigade, with 
the addition of Cupt. Broadloot’s 
Sappers and Miners, and tlic ex- 
ception of the GOth Native In- 
fantry. 

BriLM.I’er j|5tacy’s Brigade- 


** Sill, — 1 have the satisfaction to acquaint you, for the information of 
Major General Pollock, C. B., that the troo\)s under my command yes- 
terday made ^hemselVes masters of the strong 
and populous town of Istalif, totally defeat- 
ing the numerous levies collected for its de- 
fence, under the infamous Ameenoollali Kliiui 
Loguree, Khaojie Ameer Kotwal, Hazin Khtin, 
(an assassin of Sir Alexander Burnes,) Mazir 
Alec Khan, Klmleefa Ibrahim, and many other 
Chiefs of Cabool and the Kohistan. 

“ The Major (TCneral is av^re, that the 
force detailed in the margin was placed at my 
disposal for ojierations in tlv^se valleys on the 
25th ; the two brigades formed a junction 
near Khowja Rawash on the 2Gth ; moved to 
an encampment near Zimuree on the 27th, 
and pitefied their tents within four miles of the place on the 28<ti)i. 'Phe 
same evening I reconnoitred the enemy’s position ; it is impossible to 
conceive ground naturally stronger. The town of Istalif, consisting of 
inasseo'of houses and forts, is built on the slope of a mountain, in the rear 
of which are yet loftier eminences, shutting in a defile whicJi leads to 
'Poorkistan, and in no way can this j>lace of abode of 15,000 people bi* 
approached but by surmounting ranges of hills, separated by deep 
ravines, or traversing by narrow roads. Its gardens, vineyards, and or- 
chards, fenced in with strong enclosure walls. The whole of them, witli 
the mountain sidi; and to])s of the houses, were occuj)ied by Jezailchies, 
and the strongest proof is afforded, that the enemy after this ilisposition 
considered the place unassailable, by their having retained within the 
town the wives and children not only of the inhabitants, but of thou- 
sands of refugees from Cabool. 

“ The observations which 1 was enabled to make under a sharp jezail 
fire, Jind the report of Major Pottinger, imluced me to iletcrmine to 
as.sault the next morning the right of the enemy’s extensive j)osition, as 
it was theje that 1 could hope to bring the artillery most effectively into 
battery ; arrangements were m.adc with tliis view. I’hc troo[)s were 
formed into two columns of attack and reserve ; Brigadier ’i’ulloch’s 
brigade and the mountain train composed the right ; Brigadier Stacy’s 
and Captain Blood’s battery and the 18-poundcrs the left; tliese weni 
supported by the third column under Major Siminonds, Her Majesty’s 
41st, consisting of a wing of his regiment, and the cavalry under Majoi 
Lockw«od. Captain Christie’s corps protected the baggage. 

“ The troops moved soon after day-light, anti traversing the |>l:iin 
in perfect order, passed nearly from the left to the right of the enerny'^ 
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position. Our light troops aiid guns repressed the occasional attacks of 
^their Jezailcliics from the gardens, who were numerous and most auda- 
ciouR ; but wdicn the column arrived in front of the village of Ismillah, I 
rc.soIved to make a combined attack on this point ; Brigadier Tulloch's 
brigade ^sailed its left, and Brigadier Stacy, making a longer detour, 
attacked the right. 

“ I cannot express in acjfequate terms my admiration of the style in 
which the former column co^|^red by skirmishers rushed upon the 
gardens filled with bold and skilful marksmen. Her Majesty's 9th foot, 
the 26th native infantry, and Captain Broadfoot’s sappers, vied with 
each other in steady courage, and their rapid and unhesitating advance 
soon left the enemy no resources but flight. Very shortly after this as- 
sault, the three light companies of Her Majesty's 41st, the 42d and 
43d native infantry, covering their own column, got into action, and 
on their side stormed tlic village and vineyard with distinguished 
gallantry : tlKi combination was steadily persevered in, and though 1 
had few opportunities of using the artillery with effect, I had soon the 
gratification of s(jeing the enclosures, forts, heights, suburbs, and town 
successively won by the two columns, llic enemy were driven from them, 
and pursued wdth a rapidity which left no time to rally, and a singular 
spectacle was then presented in the escape up the mountain’s side of the 
women, and children from the place, to which no interception was 
olFcrcd ; but as detached parties of the beaten Affghans still occupied 
some very lofty heights, the mountain train ascended them by a dizzy 
pathway, and dispersed the fugitives by its effective fire. Our reserve 
w^aa now established on the lower heights, and the whole of the place, 
filled with property of every description, much of it plundered from our 
army in 1841, was in the h^inds of our force; two guns, brass field 
pieces, were also taken, and one of them was seized with such promp- 
titude, that its captor. Lieutenant Elmherst, Her Majesty’s 9th foot, 
tunicd its fire upon the fugitives with some effect. 1 directed the town 
to be set on fire in several places, after taking f)ut various supplies 
which might be useful to our troops, and the work of demolition is still 
proceeding under the direction of Major Sanders, of the engineers. 
Our loss has been trifling, for the advjincc of our Officers and men was 
too rapid and decisive to allow of the sharp fire of the enemy telling 
much ui)on them, and deceived by the direction of the reconnoisance of 
the 28th, the Affghans had expected the attack on their left, and posted 
their guns and the elite of their force in that quarter. I have now the 
pleasing task of expressing the amount of my obligations for*tiicir exer- 
tions in the field, to Brigadiers Tulloch and Stacy, commanding brigades 
and columns ; to Lieutenant Colonel Taylor, K. H., Her Majesty's 9th 
foot ; Major Finish, 26th native infantry ; and Captain Broadfoot, of 
the sappers, commanding corps on the right, which bore the brunt of 
the action ; to Major Simmonds, Her Majesty’s 4l5t foot, commanding 
the reserve, to Captain Backhou.'sc, commanding mountain trahi, mul 
(’aptaiu Blood, commaiiding the l)altcry of 9-pounders ; the last was 
ably aided by Lieut 'I’erry. I have received valuable as'^^istance througli- 
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»>ut our operations tVoni Major Puttinger, C. 13., and Major Saiulers, 
engineers, and yesterday from Capt. Mackenzie and Lieut. Airy, H. 
M. 3rd buffs, and Lieutenant Webb, 3()tli regiment Matlras native^ 
infantry, temporarily attucheil to me, and since wo tnarched from 
(Jaljool, as on former occasions, from rny own staff, departmental and 
personal ; . iz. Ca])taiii flavelock. Deputy Assistant Adjutant General ; 
Lieutenant Pollock, Artillery, Aid de-Camp^^to the Major General, who 
volunteered his services with me ; an|l to Lieutenant Hethune, Her 
Majesty’s 9th Foot, my own Aid dc-Ciimp. Regarding the last men- 
tioned officer, I take tlie oj)portunity of rectifying an oversiglit on luy 
pjirt. I ought specially to have reported to Major General Pollock, 
Lieutenant liethune’s valuable services in the recent affair at the Hiift 
Kotul, in which I was entrusted with tlie cornmainl of the main column. 
Brigadier Tiilloch, reports in very strong terms, the good conduct on 
the present occasion of Captain Smith, Her Majesty’s 9th Foot, his 
Brigade Major. I enclose a return of the killed and wovmded, and of 
the tw(i guns captured. “ I have, &c. 

John McCaskill, Major General, 

Coinmandhig the Force m the Kohistan.*' 


llelura ofi Killed and Wounded of the Troops under the Command of Major 
General McCaskill, K. H. Camp Istalif, 30^4 September, 1842. 

Mountain Train. — Wounded 1 Kuropcan commissioned officer. 

“ 3d< Compfiny 1st Battalion, Bombay Artillery. — W«)unded 2 rank 
and file. 

" Christie’s Irregular Cavalry. — Horses, 2 killed and 2 wounded. 

“ H. M. 9th Foot. — Killed 1 rank and file. — Wounded I h'uropean 
commissioned officer, 1 scrjeanl, and 13 rank and file. 

“ 2Gth N. I — Killed 1 rank and file. — Wounded 1 Kuropean coiii- 
inissioned officer, 3 serjeants, and 8 rank and tile. • 

Broadfoot’s Bapjiers. — Killed 2 rank and tile — Wounded 1 Kuro- 
pean commissioi»cd officer and G raidt and tile — Horse 1 Wounded. 

H. M. 41st Regt. — Killed 1 Kuropean commissioned officer and 1 
rank and tile — Wounded 4 rank and tile. 

■' 42d N. I. — Wounded 4 rank and tile. 

Name of Officer Killed. 

“ Lieut. Evans, H. M.’s 41st foot. 

Wounded, 

“ Lieut. Richardson, horse artillery, slightly. 

“ Lieut, and Adjt. Spencer, 26th N. I., ditto. 

•“ Lieut. Lister, H. M.’s 9th, ditto, 

“ Captain Broadfoot, Sappers, ditto. 

“ L^ut. and Adjt. Orr’s charger wounded.” 

H. Havklock, Captain, 

Dep. /Issist. Adjt. Infantry Division. 
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^Frotn Major iVIcCaskill, K. H., Commanding Infantry Division, iu 

Captain Ponsonijy, Assistant Adjutant General, Camp Khwuja Ruwat/i, 

()t/i October, 1842. 

“ Sill, — The troops entrusted to my charge for a special ser\4ce in tlu* 
Kohistan, having pitched tl^‘ir tents at this place previously to returning 
to their respective encampments, I take this opportunity of reciuesting 
you to solicit the attention of Major General Pollock, C. 11., to some 
l)oints, which, in the hurry of our active operations, I had neglected to 
dwell upon. I have already intimated, that Brigadier ytacy*s report of 
the part borne by his brigade in the capture of Istalif, on the 20th ulti- 
riio, did not reach me till the 2d instant. It will ever be matter of regret 
to me, if this incidental delay should prevent the merits of some of the 
Officers and troops under me, being prominently brought to the notice 
of the Right. Hon'ble the Governor General, and His Excellency the 
Commander-in-Chief. The brunt of the acti(^n certainly fell on the in- 
fantry corps and ^appers of Brigadier Tulloch’s brigade ; but the credit 
of turning the enemy’s extreme right ; of allowing him no respite or 
breathing time on that line ; of mding in completing the capture of the 
town, when its possession was hotly disjmted from behind the wiUls, and 
from tl^i^c tops of houses, from court yards and in winding streets built 
on steep declivities, is due to the regiment under Brigadier Stacy. My 
commendations have been especijdly earned by Major G. Brown and 
H. M.’s 4lst regiment, for the share they took in these gallant ^effijrts, 
and for the cxernpltiry humanity displayed to the unfortunate families of 
the vanquished. That corps was zealously emulated and supj)orted by 
the 42tl native infmitry under Major (Clarkson, and the 43d under Major 
Sanders, as Field Engineer, I ought to have remarked on the distin- 
guished gallantry, with which he accompanied the heads of columns in 
the ildvancc of Brigadier TuDoch, against the gardens and town. Nei- 
ther must I leave without record, the marked intrej)idity of Lieutenant 
Mayne, Deputy Assistant Quarter Master General, in pointing out the 
path of the same column amidst the hottest of the fire, and in aiding in 
following up the victory. I have before iiientionetl, that the light com- 
panies of H. M.’s 41st, and the 42d, and 43d native infantiy, covered 
the manojuvres of their own brigade. This onset was led very bravely 
by Lieutenant Evans, who was Jifterwards killed in tlie town, (and was 
succeeded in the command by Lieutenant Madden,) and by Lieutenant 
Woolen, 42d native infantry, and Captain Macplierson, «-i3d native 
infantry.** “I have, &c. 

John McCaskill, Major General, 
Commanding Infantry Division.” 

A sufficient time having been idlowed for the troops to rest them- 
selves. and for the collection of provisions, the united armies no\V turned 
their faces homew^ards. 0])positioii w'as expected in the passes, and 
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the order of march was therefore so regulated, that, all interrujitions. 
might be effectually removed. The annexed letters carry the oolumivs 
to Peshawur : — 


Extract j om a letter to Major General IjUmlhy, Adjutant General oj' 
the Army, from Major General Pollo^'k, C. B.. Commanding in 
Affyhanistan, dated Camp Khoord Ct^ool', I2th October, 1842. 


1 have the honor to report, for the information of his Excellency 
the Commander-in- Chief, my arrival at 
Khoord Cabool, in progress to Hindostaii. I 
left Cabool yesterday morning, with the 1st 
and 2d divisions, and the troops under Ma- 
jor General Nott, as per margin, for Boot- 
khak, having detached Majoii^ General Sir 
R. Sale, with the 1st and 2d brigiidcs, the 
mountain train, 1st light ^cavalry, 3d irre- 
gular cavalry and Christie s horse, over the 
Goapund-durrah Pass, for the j)urpose of 
turning that of the Khoord Cabool ; in 
consequence of which movement, we^ march- 
ed through the principal defile without a shot 
being fired. Previous to my departure from 
Cabool, I destroyed, with guni)owdcr, the 
grand bazar of that city, called the Chahar 
Chuttah, built in the reign of Arungzebe, by 
the celebrated Ali Murdan Khan, and which 
may be considered to have been the most 
frequented part of Cabool, and known as the 
grand emporium of this part of Central* Asia. 
Ditto 1st Irregular Cavalry. ^ Thc re.uiains of the late Envoy and Minister 

ciinstie’s Ho^o. g, jj^d bccii cxposcd to public insult in this bazar. 

Detachment Sappers and Ml nei». , . 

and my motive in elfecting its destruction, 

has been to impress upon the Allghans, that 
their atrocious conduct towards a Britisli 
' functionary has not been sulfered to jiass 
with impunity.” 


1st Divisiun 
3d troop ibt Hrig. 

Horse Art. 

No 0 Light Field lt*it 
2 18 pounders and detail E. Ait 
Mountain Tphui. 

11. M. :id Jaght Drag 
•I Ri.>sallahs .‘■'d Irr I .i\ 

1 sqc Iron 1st Light I av. 

H Al. (ith Fotn. 

,, 13th l.ight Inraiilry. 

26tii Native infantry. 

3.1th Liglit rntVmtry. 

5th Comp. S.ippuis :iiid Aimers 
llroadtout’ii Sap)>ers. 

Jc/, imliicA 
Uihldi. ^ 

Scikh Contingent. 

2ni> Division. 

2 guns .3d troop 2d ling. II Ait. 
Cajit. lllood’s Hat. ot !)-]idro 

2 Aqnadrons 1st Light Cuv. 

11. M .',At Fool 
2d llcgiincnt Native lntantr> 
loth ditto ditto. 

Wing 33d Native Infantty. 

Ditto (iUlli ditto. 

GENCUAL Korr's FOnCK. 

1 troop Iloinbay llor.se Art 
1 ditto (late) S. S. Force. 
Detachment Foot Artillery. 

3d regiment Uombay Light Cav 
Oetachmeiit 1st Irr. Cav. 


Ditto Madras ditto. 

H M. 10th Foot. 

Kith Native Infantry, 

3Sth ditto. 

3d (late) Shah Soujah’s Force. 
II. M. 41st Foot. 

2d Native Infantry. 

42d ditto. 43d ditto 




Extract Jrom a letter to the Governor General, from Major General Pol- 
lock, dated Jugdulluck, IGM October 184*2. 

It is very gratifying to be able to state, that wc have met witli no 
opposition since wc left Cabool, except what must always IJe expected 
where the whole population is armed, and wc have consetiuently had 
small parties of thieves occasionally firing on thc rear guards. During 
each night that we have encamped, not a shot? has been fired, and on 
thc line of march, not a man is to be seen cm the hills.” 
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From Major Gmeral J. McCaskill, K. H., Commanding Infantry 
V Division, to the Assistant Adjutant General, Camp Gundamuck, 20th 

October, 1842. ‘ 

“ fSiR, — I beg to report to you, for the information of Major General 
l^oUock, C. B., that the force of the 2d co- 
Ifimn under my immediate command, as de- 
tailed in the margii^^ was attacked by the 
predatory tribes of the mountains, on its 
march from Tezeen, from which point it was 
separated from your Head Quarters, up to the 
date of its arrival at Gundamuck. The im)st 
serious opposition which it encountered, was 
in the defile of Jugdulluck, celebrated for the 
previous conflicts between the Ghilzies and 
our troops last year, and during the late ad- 
vance on Cabool. 

“ I broke up fnpin my encampment at the foot of this Pass, early on 
the morning of the 18th instant, and made arrangements, as I advan- 
ced, in pr()[)ortioii, of course, to my numerical strength, for the occupa- 
tion of the several strong points which commanded the road. Detached 
parties Vegan to shew themselves as my force reached the crest of the 
])osition, and after disposing flanking detachments on the domineering 
lieights to the right and left, I awaited the approach of Brigadier Mon- 
teatli with the main body of the column, before 1 descended iftto the 
lower ground beyond. 

“ 'Phe necessity for this caution was soon demonstrated, for as the 
Brigadier took up his j)osition on the plateau, partially occupied by the 
ruins of the well known fort, he observed the enemy collecting in force 
around him. He, therefore, very properly, determined to hold the head 
of the Pass until the whole of the baggage and materiel had moved 
down towards the plain below, and the rear guard under liieutenant 
Colonel Richmond should have joined him on the eminence. He placed 
liis guns in battery, and their fire and that of the troops, completely 
held the enemy, who were very numerous, in check, and he reports witli 
much satisfaction, that though the attempts of the Ghilzies were obsti- 
nate and persevering, they did not succeed in making themselves 
masters of a single article of baggage or military stores. A sharp con- 
flict was, however, sustained upon particular points whikt^ the rear 
guard was coining up, in the one direction, and our long train of ani- 
mals descending in the other. The Brigadier finally gave over charge 
of the position to Lieut. Col. Richmond and his rear guard, whom he 
counselled to retain it one quarter of an hour after his own tropps 
advanced 'beyond it. The succession of lower eminences on either 
flank had, in the meantime, been crowned, so far as our limited means 
l)ermittcd, under my personal direction, by parties from tlie advanced 
guard from Jugdulluck to the valley of Soorkhab, and the baggage was 
thus protected from the attacks of the predatory bodies which were 


Artillery. 

2gunsofCapt Alexander’s Troop. 

Capt. Ulood’s Battery ofy-i»oun- 
ders. 

Cavalry. 

ild.-qrs. and 2 sqdrs. 1st Lt. Cav. 

2 ribSiillahs .'td Irregular Cavalr}'. 

Infantry. 

'Ith Brig, under Btigr. Monteath, 
B., Her Majesty’s 31st Uegi* 
nieiit. 

Wiiig Slid Native Infantry, re-in- 
luieed by wiiigGOth Native In- 
fantry. 

2d and 16th Regiments Native Tii- 
faiitry. ' 
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hovering around it, along that whole line of road. Lipu tenant Coloncli 

Kichmond and the rear guard were vigorously pressed by the Ghilzic^,'^ 
as they finally came dt^wn from the plateau, but every where most 
creditably repelled the enemy, and made their way, late in the 
evening to our encampment at Soorkhab. I have "to regret that 
Captain Ilifrnett, 54th native infantry, whn had been recently released 
from a captivity commenced at Ghiiznee, w'as severely wounded on the 
heights, having volunteered his services with a party of the IGth native 
infantry. Brevet Captain Pender, Her Majesty’s 31st foot, had receiv- 
ed a bad hurt in a previous skirmish near Seh Baba. Throughout these 
affairs, the conduct of the troops employed, including the 2d and KJth 
native infantry, temporarily attached to me, has deserved my highest 
approbation, and I feel it to be my duty to record, that on the advance 
to Cabool, and in retiring from it, the bravery of that portion of the 4th 
brigade which took part in the active operations ; viz. Her Majesty's 
3ls< regiment, and a wing of the 33(1 native infantry, (the remaining 
wing and the 6th native infantry having been detained to garrison 
Jellalabad and Gundamuck,) as well as their cnduranct of privations and 
fatigue, have been beyond all praise. No trooj)s could in every respect 
have bc^iaved better, and I feel myself to be deeply indebted to Brigadi- 
er Monteath, C. B., and to Lieutenant Colonel Bolton, Her Majesty’s 
31st, and [ficutenant Colonel Richmond, 33d native infantr}^ for the 
able and gallant manner in which they have been led. 

I enclose a return of killed and wounded.” 


From Brigadier T. Monikath, C. B., Commanding Alh Brigade, to 
the Assistant Adjutant General, Camp Seh Baba, 15/A October, 1842. 

“ Sir, — I have the honor of addressing you, to report, for the in- 
formation of Major General Pollock, C. B., that in consc(|ucncc <^f tiie 
great delay created by the captured guns, which it was necessary with ex- 
treme labor to drag almost the whole way from Khoord Cabool to Tezeen, 
oil account of the badness of the bullocks, and which work was performeil 
in a most admirable manner by the men of Her 
Majesty’s 31st regiment, 1 did not enter the 
Huft Kotal Pass with the force under my 
command, until late yesterday evening. 

For about one half of the way through, 
the troops met with no molestation, but as 
the Pass narrowed and became more difficult 
for the passage of the guns, the enemy took 
advantage of stoppages occasioned by them, 
^ ^ and from their positions, which the darkness 

rendered it impossible to perceive, except by the flashing of their fire 
arms, opened a sharp fire on the troops, which was checked, in a consi- 
derablcidegree, on the right flank of the column by two companies of 
the 2d regiment and a party of Her Majesty's Jflst regiment, detached 
by me for the purpose. 


Rear Guard coii.sisting of 
Capf. BIood'!i Battery of y-poiia 
dera. 

1 Squadron 1st Light Cavalry. 

2 Uissalahs 3d Irregular Cavalry 
11. M.’s 3 1 St Regiment. 

2d Regiment N. I. 

33d ditto (right wing). 

GOth ditto (r]0 fewingi 
Picquots from. 

II. M.’s 9th Regiment. 

H. M.’s I3tli Light Infantry. 

2Gth Keginient Native Infantry. 
35th Li^t Infantry. 
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k A? this lattor party, from the immediate necessity that existed for 
H'cir services, was taken by me from the fatigue detail at the guns 
(with whicli I happened to be at the time) I sent it out under Brigade 
Major Lugard, wIjo, in returning from the duty on whick he was cm- 
j)l()yed, had his horse severely wounded. 

“ The enemy having in the f nd come down sword in hand upon the rear 
and left flank of tlm columii, I ordered Lieutenant Colonel Richmond, 
with the wing of the 33d regimetit, and the picejuets of the old ground 
tliat had joined on the march to keep them in check, which was satis- 
factorily done, until w’e had cleared the Pass. 

“ Enclosed I beg to send a return of killed and wounded.*’ 


Return of Killed and Wounded in Passing the Huft Kotul, on the \4th 

October, 1S^2, by the 4th Brigade and Troops attached. Camp Seh 

Baba, lo/A October, 1S42. 

" Her Mnjosty’i 31st Regiment. — Killed 1 rank and file; wounded 2 
rank and file. — 2d Regiment N. I. — Killed 1 rank and file ; wounded 
1 officer, and 4 rank and file. — 16th Regt. — ^Wounded 1 rank i^Tid file. 
— 33d Regt. — Killed 1 rank and file. — GOth Regt. — Killed 2 rank and 
file ; wounded 1 rank and file, 

“ Remarks. — Lieut. Mainwaring, 2d Regt. Native Infantry, wounded 
.'•lightly. 

** Brigade Major fiUgar(r.< eluirger wounded severely.” * 

'r. Montkath, Brigadier, Commanding 4th Brigade** 


From Brigadier T. Moxteatit, (h B., Commanding 4th Brigade, to Cap- 
tairh Havelock, Deputy Assistant Adjutant General, Camp Gunda- 
muck, U)th October, 1842. 

“ Sir, —I have the honor of reporting, for the information of Major 
(jcncral McCaskill, K. H., tliat on arriving yesterday morning with the 
main column of the division into the Jugdulluek Pass, I observed that 
the enemy were collecting in force on the heights ; therefore, conceiving 
tliat an attack would be made upon the baggage, as well as upon 
the rear guard, I determined upon taking up a j)osition, with the whole 
of my force, at the head of the Pass, until all the baggage and^ materiel 
had gone through, and I liad been joined by the rear guard under 
lieutenant Colonel Richmond. 

“ Til pursuance of this determination, 1 placed the troops and two 9- 
jiounders in position on the plateau at the head of the Pass, from whence 
the lieights on both sides arc commanded for a considerable distance. 

“ The fire of these and of the guns, completely held the enemy, who 
were very numerous, in check, and I had the satisfaction of seeing the 
whole of ihe baggage *out of the Pass without a single thing having 
been obtained by them ; and on the arrival of Lieutenant Colonel 
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llichmond with the rear guard, I resigned the position to him, and 
marched on to protect the baggage, which had then become jilaccd be,. ' 
tween the advance and tb^ main column. 

Lieutenant Colonel llichmond, who had been directed by me to re- 
main in position for a quarter of an hour after my departure with the 
rear guard .consisting of six hundred andr nineteen rank and file and 
two guns, reports that on his withdrawal,^ the enemy, to the extent 
of about six hundred m^n, came forwavd in a very determined manner, 
and followed him up for a considerable distance, although frequently 
driven back by the fire of the troops and guns. 

Enclosed I beg to transmit a return of killed and wounded, and 
ammunition expended in the main column and rear guard during the day.” 


Return of Killed and Wounded, in action with the Enemy in the JagduUuck 

Pays, on the 18/4 October, 1842, Camp Gundamuck, ^Oth October 

1842. 

“ 3d Irregular Horse. — Killed 1 rank and file, ancl wounded 1 ser- 
geant. 

“ H^'r Majesty's 31st Regiment. — Wounded 1 officer. 1 sergeant, 
and 4 rank aifd file. 

“ 2d Regiment N. I. — Killed 2 rank and file, and wounded 9 rank 
and file. 

“ Kith ditto ditto. — Killed 2 rank and file ; wountled 1 officer, 1 ser- 
ge.'int, and 12 rank and file, 

" 33d ditto ditto. — ^Wounded 1 officer, 1 sergeant, and 4 rank and 
file. 

GOth ditto ditto. — Killed 2 rank and file, and wounded 1 rank and 
file. 

“Remarks. — Brevet Captain Pender, severely wounded. 

“ Captain Burnett, 54th N. 1., severely wounded, when with a de- 
tachment of the IGth N. I. 

T. Montkatii, Brigadier, 

Commanding 4th Brigade." 


From Brigadier T. Montkatii, C. B., Commanding 4th Brigade, to Cap- 
tain Havelock, Deputy Assistant Adjutant General, Camp Gundamuek, 
20/4 October, 1842. 

“ SiK,~f have the honor of transmitting a report of the occurrences 
which took place with that portion of the force under my command, in 
the Jugdulluck Pass, on the 18th instant. 

“ As from what I have learnt, I have reason to think, that the reports 
of \he former march from Soorkhab to Tezecn, when the casualties in 
the force amounted to sixty-two, have not been forwarded to Govern- 
ment ; iind as I consider it very desirable it should be on record that 
the toils, dangers, and deserts of my brigade have not been in a degree 
less than those of the other portions of the army, I have to reejuest. 



294 


IIKTIJRV OK TIIK ARMIES? 


that Major General McCaskill will be good enough to express to Major 
'^General Pollock, my wish that my three reports may be forwarded for 
the information of the Governor General.” 


To T. H. Maddock, Esy., Secretary to the Government ojWndia, Camp 
Jellalaoad, 23rf October, 1842. 

“ Sia, — I have the honor to forward for the information of the Right 
Mon’ble the Governor General of India, copy of a letter which I yester- 
day addressed to the Adjutant General of the Army, reporting my 
arrival at this place. I have also the honor to forward copy of a letter 
from me to the same address, transmitting a despatch from Major 
General Nott. 

“ I have made preparations for the destruction of the fortifications 
here, and truft to be enabled to march in progress to Pcshawur on the 
25th instant. I will write again on this subject directly I have heard 
trom Major General Nott, whose arrival here is still uncertain. 

** I have, &c. 

Geougk Pollock, Major General, 

Commanding in Affghantstan,'* 


To Major General Lumley, Adjutant General of the Army, Jellalabad. 

22d October, 1842. 

“ Sir, — I have the honor to report for the information of His Excellency 
the Coinmander-in-Chief, my arrival here this morning with the first di- 
vision of the troops. Major General McCaskill will arrive to-morrow, and 
Major General Nott on the day following. 

“ I withdrew from Gundamuck the detachment which had been left 
for the purpose of keeping open the communication ; the wing of the 
33d N. I. has joined the head-quarters of the regiment, which is with 
the 2d division, and the wing of the 60th, joined by that left at Gunda- 
niuck, is attached to the 1st division, as are also the squadrons of the 
5th and 10th light cavalry. 1 have, &c. 

Geo. Pollock, Major General, Commanding in Affghanistan^ 


To Major General Lumley, Adjutant General of the /Irmy, Camp Jella- 
labad, 23d October, 1842. • 

“ Sir, — 1 have the honor to forward a despatch from Major General 
Nott, detailing his progress over the Huft Kotul, with a return of casu- 
alties. I have understood that the column under Major General 
McCaskill has experienced some loss, but I have not as yet recciveh a 
report from that Officer, 

" 1 have, &c. , 

Geo. Pollock, Major General, 

Commanding in Affghanistan'" 
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From Major General W. Non’, Commanding Division gf the Army, to 
Captain G. Ponsonby, Assistant Adjutant General, dated Camp Giant* 
Tomb, \bth October, 18^2. 

“ Sir, — I beg to report for tlie information of Major General Pollock, 
C. B., that ulic rear guard of the force und^r iny command, was yester- 
day attacked by large bodies of the enemy in the Huft Kotul Pass. I 
sent 200 sepoys and a wing of Her Majesty's 40th llegiment, and two 
companies of Her Majeaiy’s 41st, under command of Major Hibbert, to 
tlie assistance of Captain Leeson of the 42d Regiment Native Infantry, 
who had charge of the rear. Our sepoys defeated and dispersed the 
enemy ; Captain Leeson s[)caks in high terms of the gallantry of the 
officers and sepoj^s under his command. 

“ Major Hibbert and the wing of Her Majesty’s 40th Regiment and 
the two companies of Her Majesty’s 41st, under Captain Blackbournc, 
behaved with their accustomed gallantry ; my thanks are jiiie to all the 
troops engaged. I enclose a list of killed and wounded. 

“ I have, &e. ^ 

W. Nott, Major General*' 


Ret mu (if Killli'd and Wounded duriny the attach on the rear guard of Major 
Gen. Nutt’s Force, on the evening of Ike i5M, and morning of Urth Ocf 18*12. 
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Grand Total of Killed and Wounded — Sixty-onc Officers and men; thirteen horses. 
Officers Wounded. 


“ Lieut, and Bt. Capt. W. Jervis, 42d Regt. Bengal N. 1.-— Lieut. N. W. Cham- 
berlain, V^hriiitic’s Uori>e — Asst. Surgeon J.Tl. Serrell, 42d Kegt. Bengal N. 1. 

‘‘ N. B. — One Havildar, one Naik, and one Sepoy, oli the 27tli N. 1. doing duty 
with 42d N. i. aic* iiuliKled iii the above. 

VV'. Norr, Major General, (.'oininandmg the Field Force." 
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From Major General George Pollock, C. li., Commanding in Affghanis- 
y Ian, to T. H. Maodock, Esq.^ Secretary to the Government of ladidy 
Camp Ally Boghatiy 27/A October, 1842. ^ 

“ Sir, — I have the honor to report for the iriforiuatiou of the Right 
Honorable the Governor G^eral of India, my departure from Jellalabad, 
with the whole of the troops excepting (reneral Nott*s division, after 
destroying the fortifications of that city. ^ 

I have, &c. 

Gko. Pollock, Major General, 
Commanding in Affghanistan.'' 


From Major General W. Nott, Commanding Field Force, to Captain 
PoNSONB>^, Assistant Adjutant General, dated Camp Gundamuck, 20/A 
October, 1842. 

« 

“ Sir, — I have the honor to acquaint you, for the information of Major 
General Pollock, C. 15., that a large body of the enemy attacked my 
roar guard yesterday, which was under tlic command of Major Simmons 
of Her Majesty’s 41st regiment : the enemy was defeated witli consider- 
able loss. I have every reason to be satisfied with the arrangements 
made by Major Simmons, and of the conduct of the men under his 
command 

" 1 return a list of killed and wounded. 


Return of Killed and Wounded, during the attack on the Rear Guard of 
Major General Nott’s Force, on the \\)th October, 1842. 

“ Her Majesty’s 40th Foot. — Killed 1 private ; and wounded 1 ensign, 
1 cor])oral, and 1 jirivate. 

“ Her Majesty’s 41st Foot. — Killed 1 private, and Wounded 2 privates. 
“ 38th 15. N. I. — Wounded 2 privates, and 2 doolee bearers. 

“42d B. N. I. — Wounded 1 captain, and 1 private. 

“ 43d B. N. I. — Wounded 1 captain, and 3 privates. 

‘‘Grand Total of killed and wounded, seventeen (17) officer s and 
men. 
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“ Captain Dalyell, 42d Bengal Native Infantry. 

“ Lieut, and Brevet Capt. H. W. Matthews, 43d N. I. 

“ Ensign McGowan, Her Majesty’s 40th Foot. i 

‘ W. Nott, Major General, 

Commanding the Force** 
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General Pollock niached Peshawur on tiie *25th October, meanwhile 
General England had accomplished his march into Scinde from Lower 
Afghanistan, and with hi# report of the manner of the undertaking, and 
the prefatory order of the Governor General, the military records of the 
Four Years Campaign in Afghanistan teriiyi,nate; — 

“ Secret Department, ^iimla, the 2()th^Octobcr, LSd2. — The Governor 
General has much satislaction in announcing the successful termination 
of the arduous and difficult ojioratiou conlided to Major General J^riglaiid, 
of withdrawing, througli tlie Kojuck and Uolan Passes into the valley of 
the Indus, a portion of the force lately stationed at (^indahar, and all tlu' 
scattered garrisons of the intermediate places, between the Eastern face 
of the Kojuck mountains and the plains of Cutchec. 

“ The operation. less brilliarii in its circumstances than tha^ enlriislcd to 
Major General Pollock and Major Genenil Nott, was yet one wliicli de- 
manded the greatest prudence in the imdving of every >^vevions arrange- 
ment for securing the safe descent of the several columns, and which 
called into exercise many of the higher (pialitics, which must contribute 
to hum flie character of an accomj)lished General. 

“ riic iSrovernor General could not but regard with some anxj^^ty the 
])rogrcss of this movement re(iuiring .*<0 much of delicate management in 
its execution : and it is a subject of extreme satisfaction to him, that the 
same c/^nplete success should have attimded tliis, which has, diiringtlie 
fresi mt campaign, attended every other part of the combined operations 
of the armies beyond the Indus. 

“The Governor General requests, that Major General Sir ('li.ules 
Napier vvill expn’ss to Major General Englainl, and to '.ill the Officers 
and troops which were under his command, the entire satisfaction with 
which their whole conduct has been viewed on the occasion. • 

“The Governor General also requests that Major General Sir (Miarles 
Napier will communicate to Major Outram, and the other Political Offi- 
cers, hi.s tliaid\s for the zeal and ability they have manifested in the 
means of carriage, and in their various transactions with tin; native 
chiefs and tribes, tending to facilitate and secure the de.scent of tin* 
several columns of the army, • 

“ J5y order (d’ the Eight Honorable the Governor General of India, 

T. H. MAunociv, 

Secretary to the Govt, of India, 

with the Govr. Ctenl.” 


To V. H. Maddock Esq., SecTetary to the Government of India, with the 
Governor General, dated Sukkur, V2th October, 1842. 

“ Sill, — I lose no time in forwarding the enclosed despatch from 
Major General England, which has this moment reachcil me. I hope I 
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may be allowed to offer my congratulations to the Governor (leneral t)n 
tlic successful te'rmiiiation of so arduous and difficult an operation. 

“ I have, &c. 

C*. Napiku, Major General*' 


To T. H. Maudock, Esq., Secretary to the Government of India, with the 
Governor General, dated Camp near Dadur,^ \ October, 184‘2. 

Hni, — I have the honor to acquaint you, for the information of the 
Right Honorable the Governor General in Council, that the troops des- 
tined to descend to the Indus by the Bolan Pass, tinally evacuated 
Quetta on the 1st instant, and have accomplished their inarch through 
that defile without much difficulty. 

“ 2. In order to facilitate the movement of this large body, which 
with the acquisition of the garrison of Quetta, consisted of more than 
seven battalions ^with details of cavalry, eighteen pieces of artillery, and 
an increased retinue of invalids, and of stores, I divided it into three co- 
lumns of route, retaining the last in as light a form of equipment as pos- 
sible, in the hope and supposition that, if tlie tribes throug'n whose 
eountrjj^we should pass were inclined to attack us, they woulh prefer to 
maktj their chief efforts on the last depJirting division ; and I, therefore, 
«eiit the greater jiortion of the sick and public stores with the leading 
divisions accordingly. « 

'*3. It has proved that this conjecture was right, because the tw^ 
preceding divisions have been wholly unmolested in their progress 
through the Pass, whereas on the morning of the 3d, I found the Ka- 
kurs posted in some numbers on the stce}) ground, which commands the 
upper extremity of the narrow zigzag near Sir-i-bolan. 

'riiese insurgents, however, had only time to deliver a few 
rounds on the column, when their attention was fully engaged by the 
ftiinking parties which covered our left, and which 1 now reinforced by 
a strong detachment of the Gth Regiment Bombay Native Infantry, and 
by nearly the whole of the .'ith Regiment Irregular Infantry, under 
Major Woodhouse and Captain Macdonell, respectively. 

“5. I had every reason to be satisfied with the handsome manner 
in which our troops ascended these stupendous heights, and cleared 
them of the enemy. Major Woodhouse speaks very highly of the con- 
duct of a j)arty of Brtdioee horse which accom])anied him in*chis affair. 

G. On tliis occasion also. Major Outrain gave me his able assistance, 
as well as in flanking the lower extremity of the Bolan Pass near 
Kundyc, where I had good reason to expect again to meet some hostile 
tribes ; but the total disajijiGintment of the Kakurs on the 3d, and the 
effectual flanking arrangement made on all occasions by our troops, 
seem to have prevented any renewal of interruption. , 

“ 7. I beg leave toi^nclosc a list of the casualties, which have occur- 
red during the passage of the Bolan defile. 
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H. As 1 now consider the chief difficulties of this marcli to have 
terminated, 1 trust 1 may be permitted to bring to tlie notice of His 
Lordship, the Governor General, the general good conduct of the troops 
I have had the honor to command during these prolonged and laborious 
operations ; and I venture to submit the names of Major Waddington, 
Commandi. g Engineer ; Major Wyllie, Major of Brigade ; Major Boyd, 
acting Assistant Quarter Master General ; Captain Davidson, De[)uty 
Commissary General, and Surgeon Wigjit, in cliief medical charge ; and 
to claim His Lordship’s favorable estimate of the exertions of those 
Officers in their several departments and capacities ; and it is with tiie 
utmost satisfaction 1 am enabled to assure His Lordship, that owing to 
the discipline whicli has been exacted, these British columns, in emerg- 
ing from the Bolan Pass, will leave amongst the j)eaccablc inhabitants 
of the countries they have quitted, a well merited character for forbear- 
ance and humanity ; wliilst in the deliberate and systematic order of 
their march, during which every enemy has been beate#i otf, and no 
stores lost or captured, the powder of our arms has been alike equally 
and imperiously made manifest. p 

“ 1). The garrison of {Sebec will he withdrawn to-morrow, and that 
of Dadur on the 12th or 13th, when I projmse to resume my progress 
to the Ifidus. 

“ 1 have. See. 

U. Eng LA NO, ilJaJof Cenrral, 

^ Vommumrmij Schidv Field Force," 


Rvinrn of Casniihicat in skirmishes with the Enemy, since the march of 
the llead-fjmrters from Quel/a on the IsL to its arrival at Dadur on 
lhe\)lh instanl. Camp Dadur, lO/A October, lSd2. • 

“ Killed — 20th N. 1. 1 Assistant Surgeon, ,5th Irregular Infantry 
(late Shah’s) 1 private. 

Wounded. — Gth N. 1. 1 private, 20th do. 2 do. and 1 hhecsty ; Gtli 
Irregular Infantry (late Shah’s,) I subadar, 5 j)rivates and 1 tent lascar, 
Poona Auxiliary Horse. 

“ Missing. — 20th N. I. 4 dooly bearer.^. 

“ llemarks. — Assistant Surgeon J. Brickwcll, killed. 

“ TJie«j>ali()ee chief, Mahomed Khan, slightly W(iundi d, and one 
horse killed. 

H. Wylmk, Major, 

Major of Brujade, Scindc Force" 

“ Dangerously wounded 1 private. — Severely do. ,3 j)rivates, 1 hhccs- 
ty, I t'rfiit lasear. — Slightly do. 1 suhudar and 4 ])rivatos.” 
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The troops Iiiirri(;cl through the Punjab, and the Governor General 
j)reparcd for their due reception at Ferozepore, and took measures for 
j)uttiiig a climax to the AfFghanistan ejiisotle in the History of the 
Ih'itisli Indian Empire. His first act was to restore' the Ex- Ameer 
1 lost Mahomed and his fay lily to freedom ; a measure which, while it 
relieved the Governinent of a burtheusome charge upon its finances, 
gave to at least one of His Lordship’s acts, iVn air of rationality tuid 
clemency. I’lie ostensible mcjtives for the release of the state prisoners 
are set forth in a Notification, bearing date ‘2jth October, which is here 
subjoined : — 


Srvrrt Drf.artmejU , Simla, 25/// Oclober, — “ 'Die advance of the Ihi- 
tish armies to Ghuznee and Cabool, having led to the restoration to 
freedom of the V^ritish prisoners in the hands of the y\fFghans, Dost 
Mahomed Khsni, his wives and family, and the wif(‘ and family of Ma- 
homed AKbar Khan and many AlFghaii chiefs, remain in the ahsolnte 
j)owi‘r of the Ilritisli Government, without Iraviiig any means of procur- 
ing tliAr liheration. 

“ 'Fo this condition of difrgr.aee and danger has Mahomed Akha.r 
Khan reduced his father, and his wife, and his family, and the chiefs, 
his countrymen, hy making war upon women, and preferring flie con- 
timiaiice of their captivity and sufFcring for ol)jects connected oidy with 
his own safety, to the general exchange of prisoners, which was offered 
by the liritish Government, and the consequent restoration to liberty of 
those, whose honor and whose hai)piness should have been most dear to 
him.‘ 

“ Hut the Hritisli Governinent is desirous of terminating, at the ear- 
liest period, all the evils which have arisen out of tlie AlFghan war : and 
the (tovi'iiioi- General, enabled by the recovery of the Hritish prisoners 
who weie in the hands of the enemy, to follow the course most in ac- 
eordaiice’ with elemeney and liuiiiauity, declares tliat, when the Hritish 
army, returning from AfFghanistan, shall have passed the Indus, all the 
AfFghans, now in the power of the Hritish Government, shall be jicrmit- 
ted lo return to their eountry. 

“ J'lie AlFghan chiefs ^^ho are thus released, will before tViey pass tlie 
Sutlej, present tliemselves at the durbar* of the Governor (Teneral in liis 
<*amp at Ferozejiore. 

“ The wives of Dost Maluuued Khan and Maiioined Akliar Khari„Mnd 
all tlie ladies of the family and household shall he conducted with all rcs- 
j»eel to the frontiers of AfFghanistan,” 


* J'lu' w.i.*- i.ul’-'i'ipicnf i\ disp need with 
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As a set-off to tlie i^racc and common sense of this act. Lord Ellen - 

■» ^ 

borough subsequently indulged himself with the extraordinary freak dis- 
closed in the following Gineral Orders : — 

$ 

General 0 ders hy the Right Hon'ble the Governor General, Political 
Department, 8imla, the \(jth J^Dve^nher, 1842. 

“ Major General No ft having, in pursuance of his instructions, re- 
moved tlie gates of the temple of Somnauth from the tomb of Sultan 
Mahomed, of Guznee, and brought them with his army to India, the 
Governor General is pleased to make tlie following orders, with a view 
to the secure and lionorable transmission of those illustrious trojiliies of 
victory, to the temjilc from which they were taken by {Sultan Mahomed, 
in the year a. n. 1020 : — 

“ Major General Nott will select an officer from an\oiiy;st those who 
were present at the cajiture of Ghuznee, to accompany the gates of 
the temple of Somnauth, and to communicate with the several chiefs, 
tlirough whose territories the trophies will be carried, lor the purpose of 
making every necessary jn’evious arrangement for their safe reception 
and htirtsmis.'‘ion, and for the avoiding of confusion on the march. 

“ 'rhis'*oflicer w'ill receive an allowance of 1,000 rupees a moiy,h. 

“ Major (feneral Nutt wdll likewise select, from armmgst the officers 
anil soldiers present at the cajiture of Ghuzuee, 

“ 1 ^,'a])tain ; 1 Lieutenant ; 1 Assistant Surgeon ; 2 Siiliadars ; 2 .lo- 
madars ; 10 Havildars ; 10 Naicks ; 101 Sej)oys and 2 Native l^oirtors. 

“ These Officers and Soldiers will form the escort of the trojihie'*, 
from the bridge of the Sutlej to Somnauth. 

“ Oaptaiii Herries, of H. M. 43d Kegiinent, A. 1). C. Ur the Gover- 
nor General, and a detachment of the Body Guard, will accompany the 
escort. • 

“ The Officers and Soldiers escorting the trophies, will reeeive 
double batta during their s])ecial ser^uce ; and all the Native Officers 
and Soldiers, wdll have oiiv year’s furlough granted to them on their 
return to their respective Uegimerits. 

“ By Order of the Right Hon’ble the Governor General of India, 

T. H. Maddock, 

Sec. to the Government, with the Govr. Genl." 


“ Notification. — Political Department, Simla, IGfh November . — Tlic 
Governor General i.s plea.sed to direct the publication iff the following 
letter, which translated into the Hindce language, has Ijceii transmitted 
tofthe several Princes and Chiefs to wdiom it is addressed, a#id circulat- 
ed generally throughout India. 

“ Bt^ Order of the Bight Hon’hlc the Governor General of India, 

T. n. M^udock, 

Sec. to the Government of India, with the Govr. Gen!.' 
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From thv Gove! nor General to all the Princes and Chiefs and People of 

India. 

“ My Brothers and my Friends , — Our victorious army* bear tiie gates 
of the temple of Somnauth, in triumph from Aflghanistan, and the des- 
poiled tomb of Sultan Mahi&ood looks upon the ruins of fTliuznce. 

“ The insult of 800 years is at last avenged. The gates of the tem- 
jilc of Somnauth, so long the memorial of your •humiliation, are become 
the proudest record of your national glory, the jiroof of your su])eri- 
ority in arms over the nations beyond the Indus. 

“ To you, Princes and Chiefs of Sirhind, of Rajwara, of Malwa, and 
of Guzerat, I shall commit this glorious trophy of successful war. 

You will, yourselves, with all honor, transmit the gates of sandal- 
wood through your resj)cctive territories to the restored teinjile of 
Somnauth. , 

“ The Chiefs of Sirliind shall be informed, at what time our victo- 
rious army will l^rst <leliver the gates of the temple into their guardian- 
ship, at the foot of the bridge of the Sutlej. 

“ My Brothers and my Friends, — 1 have ever relied, with confidence 
upon your attachment to the British Government. You see ho\V worthy 
it proves itself of your love, when, regarding your honor as Ks own, it 
exerts fiie power of its arms to restore to you the gate^ of the temple 
of Somnauth, so long the memorial of your subjection to the Airghaim. 

“ For myself, identified with you in interest and in feeling. { regard 
>vitli all your own enthusiasm, the high achievements of that luroii* 
army ; reflecting alike immortal honor upon my native and upon my 
adopted country. 

“ To preserve and to improve the hapjiy union of our two countries, 
necessar)'^ as it is to the welfare of both, is the constant object of my 
thoughts. Upon that union depends the security of every ally, as w'oll 
as of every snl)jcct of the British Government, from the luL'-eries wheie- 
by, in former times, India was afilicted ; through that alone has our 
army lunv wavcil its triumphant standards over I lie ruins of Ghuznee, 
and planted tliem upon the Bala Hissar of Cabool. 

“ May that good I'ro*, idence, which has hitherto so manifestly jiro- 
tcctcd me, still extend to nu' its favor, that 1 may so use the power 
now entrusted to my hands, as to aiivaiicc your prosjierity, and secure 
your hajipiness, by placing the union of our two countries upon founda- 
tions which may render it eternal. KLLENBbrtouGii.*’ 


At this puerile jiiece of business, the common sense of the British 
community* at large revolted. The ministers of religion protested 
against it as a most unpardonable liomage to an idolatrous temple, — 
the Hindoo rejected the notion of a restoration which existed only on 
the fancy of the Governor General, for the eruinbling cilitice at Som- 
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natli hjul long been tenanted and defiled l>y the Mussulman ; ami the 
Miiysnlman “Chiefs and Princes” were ofliended at a compliment at- 
temjitcd to be paid to the? Hindoos at their expense. Ridiculed by the 
Press of India and of Rngland ; laughed at by the people, of his own 
party iu Parliament ; Lord Ellenborough halted the gates at ^Vgra, and 
postponed, {sine die it is to be hoped,) ^the comjdetion of the monstrous 
piece of folly, he had inoi’e than begun to [lerpctrate. 

Turning from the piece of silliness, it has been rather a matter of duty 
than of pleasure to record, let us close this “ strange eventful history" 
of tlje campaigns in Alfghanistan and Seindo, by a summary of the 
measures taken by the (Toverunieiit, tor recognising tlie distinguished 
service" of tliose who had been employetl in iM‘nderin<^ politi(‘al and 
iuilitaiy service. 

rile letnrning army was received on its arrival at ^^'eroze])ore nmler 
trimuplial ;irelu‘'‘, the Annj of Reserve presenting arm.s to th(' Illustri- 
ous ..o •)-oii of Jellulabad ; the (lenerals were fe/ed at balls and dinners ; 
tin dignity of Grand CVoss of the llatli was conferred n]K)n Wencrals 
Nott ami Pollock, the intermediate grades being over-leapt; Mixlals 
(‘a^t f(‘i the occasion at the Galcutta Mint, were conferred njnm the 
fb'ioes of Gliu^ni and Jellalubad ; the men who had comjiosed Shah 
Soojah’s Ri‘gim(‘nts at (’andahar and Jellalubad, were incorporated into 
the regular army, as a reward for their good conduct, and a similar 
honor was ])aid to the regiment commanded by (^ajitain (’raigie at the 
diifcnce of Khelat-i-Ghilzic. On Sir William Nott was bestowed the 
lucrative office of Envaiy at the C'ourt of Lucknow ; while a further 
Queen’s Brevet raised many of the (Japtains, who had been most jiro- 
minent in the campaigns to the rank of Field Officers, and a liberal distri- 
bution of the Order of the Bath decorated the breasts of all who had 
commanded regiments, or otherwise distinguished themselves in tlie 
arduous g^ryice. Pensions were granted by the Queen’s Government 
and the Court of Directors to Colonel Deniiic's daughters ; General 
McCaskill was made a Knight Commander of the Bath ; the Bengal 
Civilians presented Sir R. Sale, with a sword ; the Socioty^f Bombay 
made a similar gift to Major Outram ; Medals were struck and distri- 
buted tjj) those who served under General Nott at Candahar and 
Ghuznie ; and while the 13th Light Infantry i^solvcd to perpetuate 
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< Dciinie’s l)ravcrj" by a monument, the inhabitants of Bombay detc'rmin- 
cd to erect one to the memory of all who had pcrislicd in tlie four 
years’ campaign. The surviving officers who ‘nad delivered themselves 

o 

uj) to Mahomed Akbar Khan during the disastrous retreat; (kdoncl 
i^dmer who had surrendered (Thiizni ; Major Pottinger who had signed 
the convention ; and General Shelton who had otherwise, it was suppos- 
ed, infringed the articles of war during the btockadc of Cabul, W'erc 
subjected to the ordeal of Courts Martials ; but a full and honorable ac- 
quittal was the result of each trial, and they were restored to tlie service 
to become, hereafter, it is to be hoped, the more vidualile to their 
country, by reason of the experience they have aetjuired on the field of 
adversity. 
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No. 1. 

THE PURSUIT OF DOST MATIOMMED RIIAN. 

By Majok Oi.'tkam, of the Bonihnij Armij. 

if 

'I'hc army of the Indus resumed its march towards Cahnl, on the 
July, loavirij; tlic Bombay Brigade to follow it with Shah Shooja-ool-Moolk, 
and li ; contingent. On tlie 1st and 2d of August, we fidvaiiced two 
marches to Ilyderzyc, halting on the .3d to enable His Majesty to over- 
take us. 

Authentic accounts having liere been received of the llight of the 
Ameer Dost M.ihommed Khan towards Bamian, and the abandonment of 
his Artillery at Mcidan, two thousand of the IShah’s Alfghans, under Hadji 
Khali Kakur, or as he w.'is ollicially styled, Niisscer-ood-Dou lah,* were 
ordered to proceed in pursuit; the under named British olliccr.s, vvilh one 
hundred of our o\ui Cavalry, regular and irregular, voliiiiteering to ac- 
company the party under my orders, for the purpose of stiniulaling*thcir 
exertions, and checking the commission of barbarities, in the event of the 
fugitive and his family falling into our hands. Captain Wheeler, Major of 
Brigade, Bengal Cavalry Brigade ; Captain Backhou.se, M. B. Bengal 
Artillery Brigade ; Captain 'froup, M. B. Shah’s Contingent ; Captain 
Christie, Commanding Regiment Shah’s Cavalry ; Captain Lawrence, Bengal 
Cavalry; Lieutenant Ryves, Adjutant, dth Local Horse; Captain Keith 
Erskhic, Poona Auxiliary Horse; Lieuteuant Broadfojit, Sliali’s Gtiorkah 
Battalion^ '?iieutciiant Hogg, Bombay Statf; and Doctor Worral, Local 
I lorse. 

At 4 p. M. our party assembled, according to orders, at tlic tents of the 
Envoy, where the Alfghans were also to have been in readiness ; but al- 
though we waited until dark, not more than three hundred effective men 
could be mustered, the residue of those present consisting of from four to 
five huiAlred Affghan rabble, mounted upon yahoos, .and starved ponies. 
It was however stated that all avIio were still delicicnt would shortly fol- 

’ The Deleiiflci **1 tin* Slate. 
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low, and our dctfiil was for the present reinforced by ond liundred of Cap- 
tain Christie’s Horse. Hadji Khan Kakiir was extremely desirous that we 
should pursue the high road as far as Mcidan, in order to take up the tract 
of the fugitive thence ; nor was it until I had repeatedly uvged upon him 
the obvious impossibility of our ever, by such a mode of proceeding, over- 
taking Dost Mahommed Khan, who had already obtained a start of twenty- 
four hours, that he would ultimately consent to furnish guides, who were 
instructed to lead us across the hills by the neatest route, so as to inter- 
sect thdt of the Ameer about three marches beyond Meidan. 

We marched during the first night about thirty-two miles, crossing 
several 'ranges of hills, and winding along the channels of many rivers, 
until 7 A. M. when we reached Goda, a small village situated in a confined 
but fertile valley. But altliough several halts had been made, in order to 
admit of the stragglers closing up, not more than one hundred of the 
Alfghans had Arrived with us ; the rest dropping in during the day, bear- 
ing unequivocal ^vidcncc of the cause of their detention, in the plunder 
with which they w ere laden. 

4th. llcsiimcd our march in the evening, Hadji Khan being however, 
most reluctant to advance. The road A\hi(;li was extremely bad, wound 
along tliT! channels of moiintaiu torrents, and the face of precipitous hills. 
After proceeding ten miles, we bivouacked until 2 o’clock, when tlie moon 
having risen, we pushed on again until 7 a. m. of the Rurmounting the 
I'ugman range by a lofty and precipitous pass, and finally encamping at a 
.small village called Kadur-i*Sufieid, which, however, alfordcd no food for 
the people beyond parched corn. Barely fifty of the Allghans came up 
with us, but the rest straggled in before the evening. Information being 
here received that Dost Mahommed Khan was at the village of Yourt, one 
march in our front, Hadji Khan became urgent to lialt, in order that we 
might send back for a reiiiforccmciit, declaring that the Ameer, wdio has 
upwards of two thousand followers, is fiir too strong to be encountered by 
our present force, with any chance of a successful issue. 

Having insisted, however, upon going on, I ordered a muster of the 
Afi'ghans at I v. m., but waited until sun-set before they could be assem- 
bled, in all to the number of about seven hundred and fitly, not more 
than three hundred ol' these being mounted on war horses. With extreme 
diflicully, and after much altercation, these were at lengtlv ia Juced to 
proceed, with the prospect of overtaking the fugitive in the morning at 
llurzar, his next halt bc}ond Yourt; but whether through accident or 
design, wc had not advanced four miles, bclbre the guides, w ho were under 
charge of Hadji Khan’s men, were reported to have deserted. It ivas 
then pitch-dark, and being left in the midst of interminable ravines, w here 
no trace even of foot-path existed, w e had no alternative but to halt 
until day-break, and did not in consequence reach Yourt until 7 a. m. 
of the following day, the 6th. At this iime few of the AlTghans were 
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forthcoming, an) no rtrgumcnts could at first prevail (fii Hadji Khan to 
advance sixteen miles further to Hurzar, where we had positive intelli- 
gence of the presence of ^he object of our pursuit. At length, however, 
he was induefld to promise most solemnly, that he would press on in the 
evening, ai.J as some consolation for the present delay, we now entertain- 
ed hopes of being enabled to beat up the Ameer’s quarters during the 
night. i 

Having mounted, according to previous agreement, at 4. r. m., we pro- 
ceeded to the tent of Hadji Khan Kakur, with a view of ascertaining 
the reason that the Aft’ghans were not prepared. He now entered into 
a long story, setting forth the hardships endured by his men, who, in the 
absenee of any thing to cat, would, he averreJ, be in no condition to face 
Dost Mahommed Khan until reinforcements should arrive; and the dis- 
cussion having been continued in this ^traiu until sunsc^ it terminated 
at length in his promising to make a forced march in the morning of 
double the disbmee, although nothing should induce (.•ther him or them 
to advance another step that night. Possessing no authority to act 
without the Alfghans, or indeed to do more tluin second them if necessary, 
and DosT Mahommed Khan’s escort being, moreover, unquestionably too 
strong for our own small party, which consisted of no more fhan one 
hundred horse, I was again compelled to rest satisfied with the Khan’s 
assurance, and most reluctantly to delay our advance. 

All a,ccounts agree in representing the fugitive to be escorted by at 
least two thousand followers, of whom nearly live hundred are said to be 
superior cavalry, whilst the rest consist of matchlockmcn and jussailchces ; 
but their progress being retarded by the sickness of one of the young 
Princes, wdio is compelled to travel on a litter, our prospect of overtaking 
the parly is greatly increased, and 1 have therefore dislinclly informed 
Hadji Khan that in event of his hanging back on the morrow, vve shall pur- 
sue the Ameer with our small detachment alone ; troubling him for none 
of the assistance which he appears so reluctantly to afford. 

Sliortly after nightfall, Hadji Khan Kakur came over to my tent, and 
long endeavoured to impress upon me the rashness of our overtaking Dost 
Mahommed Khan, whose paity so greatly exceeded our own in numerical 
strength; hinting, that whilst many of our own Alfghans were traitors 
upon whfimi'-^n the hour of need no dependence could be placed, the fol- 
lowers of the Ameer’s fortunes were desperate, and bound in honor to sa- 
crifice their lives in defence of their families by whom tlicy are accompa- 
nied. To this I replied, that he was at liberty to act as he thought proper, 
bu^that for our own parts, whenever we did come up with the fugitive, 
it was our determination to attack him, whether he assisted us or staid 
behind. • The waiting for a reinforcciueut. I informed him, was tantamount, 
he well knew, to giving Dost Mahommed Khan a free passport through 
the country ; as it was not probable that Uie Ameer would await it^ 





arriv.il. Failing; iif Ins object of shakiin^ our resolution tliorofovo, the Ktiaii 
at last left tl»c tent, and scatinj; himself a few yards from the door, conversed 
in the dark, in an undertone of voice, with Ihreh or four of his chiefs, for 
more than an hour. The latter were overheard to upbraid 'him for assist 
ill" the Feringees in their endeavors to arrest Dost Mahommed Khan, on- 
(juiring wherein the Ameer had ever injured him; and although the result 
of their deliberations did not trai spire, Hadji Khan w'as heard to admit 
the truth of all that they had advanced. It rained and hailed violently 
during the night, and our people have had nothing to cat for the two last 
days, except a little parched unripe corn. 

7th August. We marched at day-break, and on arriving at Hurzar, 
found traces of the Ameer’s encampment of yesterday. Perceiving these, 
Nusseer-ood-Dowlah stopped, on pretext of affording a little rest to his 
men, and was j^nxious to induce pa to follow^ his example ; but I insisted 
upon advancing at once with our own detachment. About a mile farther 
on the road, we w\:rc met by deserters from the camp of Dost Mahommed 
Khan, who informed us that they had left the Ameer early this morning 
at Kalloo, and that there were then no signs of his being about to depart. 
I rode back instantly to Hadji Khan to apprise him of this piece of intelli- 
gence, ciifrcating him to come on at once with liis AfTghans ; but lie again 
loudly protested against the madness of such a jiroceeding, deelarhig 
that we must inevitably be defeated, and thus bring disgrace upon the head 
of the Shah;— that by our precipitation we should drive the Ameer to 
desperation, whereas by his own tudheer (precautions) he had closed tlie 
roads beyond llamian, whence the fugitive could not possibly escape; and 
if we were but prudent, must assuredly fall into our hands. The Aftghans, 
lie added, were weary and hungry, and their immediate advance was 
tlierclbro out of the (piostioii. Fiiidiiig it impossible to overcome his scru- 
ples, I arose, and was proceeding to mount my horse, Avhen Hadji Khan 
following me, seized me by the arm, and loudly entreated uio not to think 
of advancing, thrcalciiiiig rather to detain me by force, than to permit my 
rushing oil certain destruction. Upon this I broke from him with the 
assurance, that although he might come on or tarry as lie pleased, it was 
my full dctcrminafioii to march upon Kalloo, and finding Dost M.thom- 
med Khan tlierc, to attack him, when, should I prove unsuccessful, hu 
would be the disgrace, and he should answer for the couscquciictA.* 

At i\ m. we reached Kalloo, only to have the mortification of find- 
ing that Dost Maliomnicd Khan had departed so many liours previously, 
tliat he must ere then have surmounted the Kalloo Fass, the highest of 
the Hindoo Koosh. With horses and men knocked up, night fast ap- 
jn-oaching, and no signs of support from the Affghans, every one of whom 
had remained behind vvith the Khan at Hurzar, it was of course perfectly 
useless to proceed further. We had already been nine hours in the sad- 
dle, and had crossed the llajcc Guk Pass, twelve thousand feet above the 



PIT ns r IT (>]• noST MAHi>MMEl> KIIAV, \ Ij 

» ' 

lu cMii; the sm>\\]^from that height, being observable, lyn^’ at least liliceu 
hundred feet below us. When compared with the cross-paths by whieli 
we had previously advanced, however, the road from Yourt had proved 
excellent. Iii^thc evening \vc were so fortunate as to obtain a meal 
t)f Hour for our men, encamping for the nigliL at llic fool of the Koh-i- 
IJaba, literally ‘ the Father of Mountains.’ The summit of this peak, which 
has derived its name from the circumstance of its being tlie loftiest of the 
Ilindoo-Koosh, is elevatftd twenty thous^ftid feet above the level of llie sea, 
and is covered with eternal snow. 

On the morning of the «th, vi e were joined by C€T}>taiiis ’lay lor and Trevor, 
with a reinforcement of thirty iroopers, and about three hundred Alf- 
ghans— whose I'.rescajcc apjicared to have inspirited Nnsseer-ood-Oowlah 
into coming up a]^o ; although he had not scrupled yesterday to leave us to 
face Dost Maho)ntned Khan by ourselves, and, equally unaided, to repel 
the th 'jipao or niglit attack, whicli he contidently predicted on Id be )ncTdc 
on the part of the x\rncer, and of which lie himself entertained great alarm. 
Ijciug ourselves, however, well aware that it was the sole object of the 
fugitive to escajic, \vc had felt convinced that no attempt of an olTciisive 
iiati w^uld be made. Here Hadji Khan again urged upon me the ncccs- 
siiy of on#’ halting for further reinforcements, averring that Dost JMahoiii- 
med Khan would undoubtedly make a deiermincd stand at Damian ; bo* 
}(>nd which place there w'as no prospect of his escaping, all the roads hav- 
ing be»u closed by the arrangements whicli he Jiad made to raise the 
Huzarahs and other tribes. To this I again replied as before, that it was 
only by overtaking Dost Maliommed Khan at Jianuan, that wccmild led 
at all .issuVcd of hi.s making a stand there; whereas by delaying, we, in 
my opinion, rendered the escape of the fugitive certain, my reliance on his 
(Had)l Khan’s) ludhcar, being, at best, very slender. 

He then went over the old ground, and reiterated the certainty of 
our being defeated, to the tarnishing of the Shah’s fame ; but 1 informed 
him tliat there was in our dictionary no sucli word as rtitmalj and that 
we did not choose, under any circumstances to risk our oWn fame by suf- 
fering Dost Mahomined Kban to effect his escape unmolested, so long 
as there existed the most remote prospect of our being able to overtake 
him — concluding by assuring him, that the disgrace would fall upon those 
who huii^bj^jck from the encounter, and would in no degree attach iisclf*to 
us, so long as we strove, at all hazards, to effect the. object upon which we 
had been despatched by the Shah. On my proceeding to mount my 
horse, the Khan again laid hold of me, and after endeavouring by entreaties 
to detain me, had recourse, as before, to menaces, of force, which ended in 
his actually withholding the guides. Breaking from him, however, and 
marching on my men without them, I was soon afterwards agreeably 
surprised at perceiving the Hadji also advancing,— step to which he had, 

' I presume, been forced by \ ery shame. 
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In the course of this day, we surmounted tlie pass ol/Shutur-i-gardaii, 
or the (’amel’s Neck, of which the altitude ia not given by Sir Alexander 
Burncs, who, finding it impassable from sno\v in the month of May, 
M'aa obliged to adopt a more circuitous route. We estimated the height to 
he at least three thousand feet above the pass of Hadjec Guk over which 
we had travelled yesterday ; the acclivity being so extremely steep, that 
we were compelled to lead our horses the whole way up ; and the des- 
cent although less abrupt, being ^cn greater ihaM*the ascent. 

Arriving after dark, at a deserted village at the foot of the ghaut, we 
halted on the banks of a stream which flows into the Oxus, less with a 
view of resting our fatigued horses than to admit of the Aflghans coming 
up. Ou learning from me my intention of jiressing on to Bamian at 2 
o’clock ill the morning, Nussecr-ood-Dowlah implored me not to think 
of advancing until dawn, few of his own people having yet arrived, and 
there existing, in his opinion, no probability whatever of Dost Mahommed 
Khan’s escaping beyond that place. At length, finding that all other ar- 
guments failed in shaking my determination, he plainly informed me that 
he was so surrounded by traitors amongst the AlVghaiis, that he could not 
venture to marcfi with them at night. “ In broad daylight,” he c^'iitinued^ 
** I may |)e able to take them on, but if you do eucouuter Dost Mahommed 
Khan, not one of the Aflghans will draw a sw ord against him, nor will I 
be rcsponsiiile that they do not turn against yourself in the mvlfe.” On 
iny return he insisted upon sending a guard with me, having pro/iuusly 
stated, that it w'us not sale that 1 should proceed unattended amongst the 
Aflghans, so far even As my own bivouac. 

This refusal ou the part of Hadji Khan Kakur, added to the fact of 
our horses being completely knocked up by the day’s work, compelled 
us to, wait patiently until day-break, sending on, however, two oflicers 
of our party to rcconuollrc, w ith instructions to gallop back from Bamian 
with information of any symptoms tiiat might be observed, of the intended 
departure thciicc of Dost Mahommed Khan, in order that we might in 
that case hasten our advance accordingly. In the mean time a council 
of war having been lield, it was resolved that on the Ameer turning to op- 
pose us, of which, on our overtaking him to-movrow, as wc expect to do, 
there can be no doubt, the thirteen British oflicers who arc present with 
this force, shall charge in the centre of the little band, every (^nc^jlirectiiig 
his individual efibrts against the person of Dost Mahommed Khan, whose 
lall must thus be rendered next to certain. It being evident that all the 
Aflghans ou both sides will turn against us, unless w'eare immediately suc- 
cessful, this plan of attack appears to aiford the only chance of escape to 
those who may survive ; and it is an object of paramount importance to 
elfect the destruction of the Ameer, rather than to permit his escape. Al- 
though c>‘OW'ded as iisujfl into one small rowtic, (inanpice,) with little to 
eat, nothing whatever to drink, and no bed on which to lie, saving our 
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>}iccp-skiii cloa^, our little party, always cheerful and* merry, has never* 
been more happy than on this night, under the exciting expectation of so 
glorious a struggle in the morning. All prospect of danger on .such oc- 
casions as th«se is met by the soldier with the gratifying conviction that 
should he Oill, he will have earned an enviable place in the recollection of 
those loved, though distant friends, in whose memory he most desires to 
live. 


THE ESCAPE OF DOST MAIIOMMEI) KHAN. 

0th August. Wliilst in the act of mounting our horses at break of day, 
information was brought in that Dost Mahommed Khan, instead of halting 
yesterday at Bamian, as from the reiterated assurances of Hadji Khun wc 
had been led to anticipate, had on the contrary passed thwbiigh that place 
in the forenoon; and his family having previously b^cri seat on, had 
himself pushed fortvard at once to Akrabad, another march in advance. 
'J'his morning he was to be at Sygan, twenty-five or thirty miles further, 
on the \t;rge of the Shah’s territory; and to-night at Kamurduiida, under 
the protection of the ** Waly,” an independent Uzbcc Chieftain, ’rho is at 
enmity with Shah Shooja-ool-Moolk. Upon receiving this intelligence, 1 
informed Nusser-ood-DowIah, that should it prove to ho correct, he should 
ans wet* with bis head for the escape of the Ameer Dost Mahommed Khan, 

Arriviiig at Bamiaii, twelve miles in advance, we there found about 
seventy Lorsemen who had shortly before been dismissed by the Ameer ; 
and they, as well as two spies belonging to the mission, whom wc also 
found, confirm the information received this morning, together w'ith all 
that had previously been reported to us respecting the strength ®f his 
escort. They also state, that the young Prince is now sutliciently recover- 
ed to be able to exchange the litter in which he has hitherto travelled, fur 
the back of an Elephant. There being, under such circumstances, not the 
smallest hope of our now overtaking the fugitive within the Shah’s terri- 
tories, to which we have been restricted, or indeed of inducing the AflTglians 
to advance one step further,— the officers of our Cavalry having, more- 
over, represented that their horses are incapable, through want of food 
and rest,i^f leaking further forced marches immediately, we have here been 
compelled to relinquish the pursuit, nothing being now left for us but to 
await the result of a letter which I yesterday forwarded through Hadji 
Khan Kakur, to the Chiefs who accompany the Ameer. Here we have 
obtained both green com and peas for our people, and although no grain 
is to be had, there is abundance of good forage for the horses. 

lOfch. ^iarly this morning, a message from Nusseer-ood-Dowlah request- 
ed my attendance at a meeting, already convenid, of all the Affghan 
Sirdars. Accompanied by Lieutenant Hogg, I repaired thither immediately, 
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and Ibunil liiin. along with about twenty of the Chiefs, s/kted in an open 
field, and suiTonndcd by a mob of followers, who on our approach met 
me nilli clamorous demands to return, — Hadji tKhan himself taking the 
lead, and declaring roundly that having no food for his people, neither he 
nor they would stay a minute longer. I replied that my people were as 
badly off as his, but that they were content to subsist upon parched corn 
in preference to giving up the service upon which they had been sent out ; 
that it behoved none of us to go back until wefliad received the Shah’s 
orders, or at all events, until sufiicient time had been allowed for an answer 
to arrive to the letter which had been addressed yesterday to the adherents 
of Dost Mahommed Khan. Nusseer-ood-Dovvlah continuing obstinate, I 
informed him that he might go or stay as he pleased, but that we should 
remain where we were, and should make him answer to the king for any 
consequences to ourselves from his desertion. 

I then retnrViod to my own tent, wdiither both Hadji Khan and tlic 
(’hiefs shortly followed me, the latter in order to beg that I would recon- 
sider my rash resolve, and depart at once. “ We havcf arrived,” they said, 
“ thus far without molestation through the protection of the Khan alone, 
and once deprived of it, cannot fail to be destroyed by the supcounding 
tribes, \fhich are now only restrsiiiied by their awe of his presonce.” To 
all this, however, I did but repeat my determination not to move until at 
least time had been given for the arrival of an answer to our letter; where- 
upon the Khan immediately applied for a written paper autlmrizing his 
own departure. This I of course refused, assuring him at the same time, 
that bis going would be his own act and deed, and none of my bidding. 
Then turning to two of the principal chiefs, whom I knew to be indepen- 
dent of Hadji Klian, I stated distinctly to them, that although I cared not 
whether the Khan went or staid, I should nevertheless expect them to 
remain. From an apprehension of otVciiding Nussccr-ood-Dowlah, 1 con- 
clude, they returned no answer at the time, although, they afterwards sent 
to promise adherence to us. Hadji Khan, on rising to retire, exclaimed 
“ Well, I shall wait until to-morrow moriiing” — and then taking off his 
turban, he added, “ and I call upon you all to witness that bare-headed 
I have entreated the Sahib to return ; the cdnsequences of his not accom- 
panying rne^to-morrow arc tlicrcforc now on bis own head.” Information 
was brought to us in the evening that Hadji Khan’s people Jiad been 
ovcrhe.ard remarking amongst themselves that they, as well as the inha- 
bitants of the country, had been ordered to do us all tlie injury in tlieir 
power after the departure of the Khan in the morning. 

1 llh. The Chiefs who had promised adherence to us came betimer to 
complain that, on learning of their resolution last night, Hadji Khan had 
severely abused them; but failing to shake their resolution, had himself 
been nltmiatcly obliged to relinquish his intention of leaving. Horses 
were nevertheless saddled, and every preparation having been made by 
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the Khan for d^arture, he sent to request an inter\iew. f leturned lor 
answer that he was already in possession of' my sentiments, and that as 
they were unchangeable,* further communication was useless, lie came 
over in spite (ff this, and with the deepest hypocrisy declared, that although 
most of hi. followers had deserted, he had himself detenniiied not to leave 
us, and would stand by us to the last. I replied that although I should 
not have regretted his departure, it waij perhaps well for himself that he 
had altered his mind ; adding, that I now suspected he had never forwarded 
any letter whatever to the adherents of Dost Mahommed Khan, inasmuch 
as four days were amply sufficient to have put us in possession of a reply ; 
and 1 concluded by informing him, that unless an answ er should be receiv- 
ed by uoon of the following day, it was my intention to return to the 
Shah, having received from himself no assistance whatever towards pro- 
visioning my men, notwithstanding tliiit I was well informed of hia having 
levied from the district, on hia own account, one hundred s^ioep, and seven 
kurwars of grain. 1 then addressed to the Knvoy and MJliister, the follow'- 
ing letter : — * 

Bamian^ I U/i /luyiistf 18159. 

Sir, — (In my arrival at this place on the 91 h instant, I had the honor 
to address you with information, that the Ameer Dost Mahommed Khan 
had escaped beyond the frontier ; expressing at the same time my iiiteii- 
tion to*await the result of a letter that had been addressed to his adherents 
by Nusster-ood-Dowlah, myself, and others, or the receipt of further or- 
ders from yourself. 

“ Tho accompanying extracts from my journal will explain to you, the 
circumstances under which I have been compelled to resolve on returning 
from' Ilamiaii to-morrow, at mid-day, unless supplies, reinforccmcilts, or 
orders to the contrary, shall be received by that time ; when, having com- 
pleted three days at this place, a sufficient period will have elapsed to ad- 
mit of an answer arriving from the .adherents of Dost Mahommed Khan, 
to the letter addressed to them on the 8th instant, if it ever was really 
despatched by Hadji Khan Kakur, which J have now^ reason to doubt. 

“ You will regret to observe, that the conduct of Nussecr-ood Dowlab if 
not criminal, has been most blameable, throughout; his backwardness 
having Aivcred the escape of the Ameer Dost Mahommed Khan, whose 
capture was inevitable, had the Khan pushed on, as he might have done, 
as r repeatedly urged him to do, and as his troops were perfectly capable 
of doing. 

• It will be seen from the diary, that the fugitive might have been over- 
taken at llurzav on the morning of the 6th instant, had not our guides, 
who we^je under charge of Nusseer-ood-Dowlah’s peopU, deserted us during 
the night; that the Khan then insisted on delaying at Yourt, only ball 
way to Hurzar, instead of pushing on as urged by me to do ; and that 
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although he prowiisctl to make up for the delay in tl5e afternoon, he 
ultimately refused to go on ; thus retarding our ads'aiice till next morning, 
the 7th instant, when we expected to overtake Dost Mahommed Khan at 
KuIIoo, to wliich place, in that hope, I was compelled to proceed with the 
i^ritish detachment alone, unsupported by Nuaseer-ood-Dowlah or any of 
the AJfghan troops, who remained behind at ilurzar, notwithstanding my 
personal solicitations to that Chief. 

“It will bo further sc(3n, that he next day again'eiidcavoured to prevent 
our following the fugitive; that he deceived me by repeated false assuran- 
ces of Dost Mahommed ^han’s escape being cut off; and, finally, that he 
formally announced to me his inability to face Dost Mahommed Khan 
with his own Alfghans, not a man of whom, he declared, would fight 
against the Ameer; even hinting his belief, that they were more likely to 
turn against ourselves. 

“ The whole Ai the jiroccedings of Nussur-ood-Dowlah have thus display- 
ed either the grosVest cowardice, or the deepest treachery, and 1 have now 
performed my duty in making them known to you. ® 

I have the honor to be, &c.’' 

c 

12th. •’Kctraccd our steps at mid-day, twelve miles to the viWage situ- 
ated at the fool of Kulloo Pass, our route following the channel of a stream 
which falls into the 0\us. 

lllth. Marched again at day break, the ascent of the Pass occhpying 
two and a half, and the descent, one and a half hours. Halted at the foot 
of the ITajee Giik Pass, after being in the saddle five and a quarter hours ; 
the distance we estimated to be twelve miles. Hadji Khan Kakur urges 
our marching to-morrow to Oomje, seven or eight miles beyond Yourt, 
this being at least seventeen miles further than we could induce him to 
march during our advance, when expedition was so great an object, and 
while our horses were far more fresh than they how are. On that occasion, 
no entreaties could prevail on him to come on from Yourt to our present 
ground, where Dost Mahommed Khan was then supposed to be; but hav- 
ing himself halted with his Affghans nine miles short of this place, he 
sutVered us to proceed by ourselves to eucounter the Ameer. 

14th. During last night the water in our wash-hand basins was fro- 
zen over. Marched to within a short distance of Gurdan Dt*wa’ «ver a 
good horse road. An easy ascent of about half a mile leads to the top of 
the Hajcc Guk Pass, on the summit of which we found the pools frozen. 
Thence the path descends dow n the bed of a stream the whole way to the 
Hclmond river, on which Gurdan Dcwal is situated. We were five arrJ a 
half hours in the saddle, and estimated the distance at eighteen or nine- 
teen miles. • , 

15111. To Sir-i-Chushma, nominally the source of the Cabul river, but 
wc bad in reality followed a rivulet for ten miles before reaching those 

V 'v 
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copious springs Vhich here unite with it. Five hours in the saddle. 
Estimated distance seventeen or eighteen miles, the first five or six leading 
over numerous steep ston}^ ascents and declivities to the summit of a Pass, 
the name of which has escaped me — and thence descending the whole 
way through* a narrow valley. 

16th. Kot-i-Ashroo. Five hours, seventeen miles; the road being a 
continuation of the same valley, which widens and terminates at Meidan. 

17th. Over the Oomje Pass to Cabul, six hours. The path easy, and not 
very steep, and the estimated distance twenty miles. 

19th. Nusscer-ood-Dowlah arrested by order of the King on a charge ot' 
treason, and for having favored the escape of Dost Mahoinmed Khan : — 
undeniable proof's against him having now been obtained, in addition to 
the palpable obstacles which he threw in the way of our pursuit of the 
fugitive, and his personal refusal to advance when the Ameer was known 
to be uilhin our reach. ^ 

I here take leave of Hadji Khan Kakur, but the reader^ill find his early 
history in a paper by Mr. Masson, in the Transactions of the Bombay 
Geographical Society for May last. 

From \fhat I personally gathered, it appears that he commenced life in 
the liumbl« capacity of a melon vender, and raised himself to the^highest 
rank by cunning and enterprise, though, strange to say, invariably chang- 
ing sides when his interest prompted him to do so. Having deserted 
Dost lV>€ihommed Khan to join the Candahar Sirdars, he abandoned the 
latter on our approach to that city, thus forcing them to lly without 
striking a blow. For this service Shah Shooja ennobled him by the title 
of Nusseer-ood-Dowlali,” and conferred on him a jaghire of three lacs of 
Rupees annually, in the vain hope of purchasing his fidelity ; but it has 
now transpired, that he had actually leagued himself with others to ai^tack 
the King on any change of fortune, and with this view had stood aloof 
with his Affghaus until the day after Ghuzni fell, when he presented him- 
self with the most lavish professions of devotion. Again, he was entrusted 
with the pursuit of Dost Mahommed Khan, it being naturally supposed 
that he W'as too deeply committed against that Chief, to admit of a pos- 
sibility of their coalition, but he was nevertheless engaged in a correspon- 
dence with him during the whole proceeding, and the result has been 
shewn i||^th^ foregoing pages. It is now only necessary to add, that he is 
a State prisoner at Chunar. 
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ROUGH NOTES 

By Captain' Lewis Bhown, of the hth Reyiment Bombay Native Infantry ^ 
of^i Trip in the Murree hiUsy and detention in Kahun. 

V 

Having been appointed to the command of a detachment about to occu- 
py Kahun, a walled town in the Murree hills, I proceeded to Poolajee en 
routes ill company with Lieutenant Clarke, 2d Grenadiers, oh the 8th 
April lf40. — On the morning of the 8tli I reached that post, "and found 
the following detachment assembled : — 

300 Bayonets, 5th Regiment, under Ensign Taylor. 

2 12-Pi*. Howitzers, Lieutenant D. Erskine. *' 

fiO Scinde Irregular Horse, Lieut. Clarke. 

50 Patau Horsemen, 

With this detaclunciit 1 was to convoy up 000 camels, bearing supplies 
for four mouths, and Lieut. Clarke was to return with the empty camels, with 
an escort of 80 infantry and 50 horse, and bring up four months’ more. 
I leftSukhur in a great hurry, but on my arrival at Poolajee, was detained 
in consequence of delays in the commissariat department, until the 2d May. 
About the 15th April the weather became excessively hot, the thermome- 
ter ranging to 112o in my tent, in theT middle of the day — the consequence 
was some sickness in the detachment: Lieutenant Erskine and Ensign 
Taylor were botli attacked with fever, and one subadar died from a “ coup 
dc solcil." 

April 20th — At the requisition of the political agent 1 desp^teb^d Lieut. 
Clarke and his horsemen in the direction of Shapoor, there to be joined by 
100 men of the Beelooch Levy, under Lieutenant Vardon, and from thence 
to proceed S. E., in the direction of the bills, to try and surprize a party of 
Culpore Bog ties. The Chuppao failed, in consequence of treachery in qhe 
guide, 'the sulferiiigs of the party, from the heat, and want of water, 
when crossing the desert on their return, were beyond any thvig con- 
ceivable. The Bellooeli Levy alone, left 25 men behind, 3 of whom 
died. 
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27tli. — IteceivccViii express from the" brigade major, directing me, incon- 
sequence of Erskine’s sickness, to order the guns back to Lehrce, and pro- 
ceed A’^ith the cavalry and# infantry alone to Kahun. Dr. Glassc joined 
to-dav. • 

20lh. — I'lr- morning I received such strong reports of the intention of 
the Murrees to oppose us at the Pass of Nufoosk, and again in tlic Fort, 
that I immediately, on my own responsibility, made a requisition on Lehrce, 
for one of the guns to be# sent back under a native ollicer. Having been 
before over the hills, with the detachment under the late Major Billainore, 
I knew the almost utter impossibility, if opposed, of getting my convoy up 
safe without artillery.* Erskine having somewhat recovered from the 
fever, came himself w ith the gun. 

May 2d. — There being some dispute about finding the Palans in provisi- 
ons on their way up, and not myself thinking they would be of much use to 
me, having been present in November 1839, when they turj^ed their backs 
on the enemy, without drawing a sword, I at once ordeyd them back to 
their quarters, and the commissariat having reported the four months' sup- 
pl}" being all ready, I this morning commenced my march into the hills, 
leaving i).?hind 1 gun and 50 horse. 

Marched G miles into the hills direct east ; the last 4 miles very heavy 
i'or guns, being nothing but the bed of a dry river, with dee]) sand and 
pebbles. Encamped close to a delicious stream of w atcr. Wood and grass 
were in* aoundance, but the heat between the rocks w\as excessive. En- 
sign Taylor became too sick to proceed, and returned to head quarters, 
leaving only one officer (myself,) in charge of 3 companies. 

3rd. — Marched on 8 miles, starting at 2 a. m. and arriving at 7. Road 
very heavy, encamped in bed of river. Forage abundant. Sulphur rocks 
close by. This w'as the hottest day 1 ever remember to have felt in India; 
the thermometer rising to 116®, w'ith a hot wind like a furnace blowing. 

4th. — Marched on 7 miles, not getting over more than a mile an hour, 
the road being so heavy. Water nearly the whole way, which was most 
acceptable, as the hot wind of yesterday continued durinj^he whole night. 
— Encamping ground fis yesterday. 

6th. — Marched on 6 miles, the wheels of the gun and w'aggon becoming 
rickety from the stony state of the road, lightened them by loading the 
ammunij^n^oxes on camels. A sepoy died here from the effects of the 
sun — Encamping ground as yesterday. 

7th. — Marched on 12 miles, 5 along the bed of the river, then over some 
table land, to a drop leap into the river again, dow'n which the gun and 
car#iages were obliged to be lowered by ropes. Strong reports reached 


* This ‘Kras a most fortunate cireum.stance ' in more in.<;tanccs than one, the gun b«>eamc of 
double valufr, and I obtained not only one of the most pleasant arrS cheerful companions, during 
our lonely life in Kahun, but a most staunch and able assistant in my diflicultios. 
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US of the enemy getting ready to o[iposc us, and that l/ey were busy get- 
ting in their crops. From this encamping ground there are two roads to 
Kaliun, one round by Deerah, distance 74 ingles, and the other a short 
cut, over the mountains of Surtooff, and Muifoosk, distance only 20 miles, 
but very difficult for guns. Being left to my own judgment by the briga- 
dier, I decided on the short cut, having been over the same road before, 
with artillery, trusting to arrive in time to save some of the crops. 

8th. — Left the bed of the river, and marched ovjr a table land, to the bot- 
tom of the Surtoofl', distance G miles, which took us 5 hours, there being some 
very bad nullahs on the road for guns. Encamped at the foot of tlie hill, 
where we found ^ beautiful stream of water, and abundance of forage. 
At 1 r. M. we commenced ascending the hill; the camels going up first. 
The distance is but a mile, but so steep, that the last camel did not reach 
the top until day light, exactly 12 hours. The labor of getting up the gun 
and carriages, ^as trying and laborious in the extreme : some parts of the 
hills were almo^ perpendicular, and not one inch up would the bullocks 
pull. Here, while all hands were engaged in this labor, the Bcloochees 
began first to shew themselves, in small bodies, annoying our flanks and 
rear. * 

8 th.-» -Encamped on the top of the hill, but in consequence of there being 
neither water or forage, obliged to send down all the animals to the bottom 
again, the men going down by divisions. 

9th. — About 150 Beloochees assembled below the hill, evidently with the 
intention of attacking the watering party, in consequence of which 1 rein- 
forced them with 100 men under Clarke, when they immediately dispersed. 
Marched on over a fine table land, to the foot of the Nuflbosk Pass at 
6 o’clock this evening, distance only 6 miles, but from the number of small 
nullahs, and the overloaded state of the camels, we did not reach our ' 
ground until day-light. 

loth. — Ascended the Nuflbosk Pass this morning with 100 men. No’ 
appearance of an enemy, although we found that they had built up breasts 
works across tih road, in 3 different places; removed them, and com- 
menced getting up the gun, &c. which took us from 6 in the morning until 
4 o’clock in the afternoon, the bullocks being perfectly useless. This was 
an exceedingly hard day’s work, the heat being excessive, and a great 
want of w'ater. In fact, none at all for the cattle. Commqncqd. passing 
up convoy at 4 r. m., the last camel not reaching the top until 3 a. m., 
although the distance was only 1 of a mile. This was caused from the 
overloaded state of the camels, and there only being one camcl-man to 6 
and 7. The camels fell down and gave in by dozens, and many bags were 
dropped. To obtain these last, some GO Beloochees who had been watch- 
ing us all day, followed up the rear-guard, when a few shots \jere ex- 
changed, and Clarke wnd myself took post with 12 men on some ridges 
overhanging the road. When the moon went down, the Beloochees 
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made many attenl[its to get up the Pass, but were easily»kept at bay. A 
great deal of ammunition was wasted, without much effect, from the dark- 
ness of the night. This w^s the third night we had been under arms. 

11th. — Front the top of the hill we saw several fires in the Kahun plain. 
Commenced v.csccnding at day-light. Descent one mile in extent. Imme- 
diately the rear-guard left the top, it was crow ded by about CO Belooehees, 
who commenced a sharp fire, but at a Ipng distance. Clarke and myself 
having remained in the rear, to try and bring on some of the bags dropped, 
we received some special marks of their favor. One Bcloocliec appeared 
to be a particularly good shot, for he managed to wound (slightly) Clarke 
and his servant, — and a havildar, standing close by, was only saved by the 
ball lodging in a small Mussuck he had slung on his shoulder. We were 
obliged to put up w’ith this annoyance for some time, being too anxious 
to get my convoy .safe to Kahun, to think of returning up the hill to at- 
tack these people. The cattle w'crc almost dying for w'aiA of water. By 
2 p. M. we got guns and all safe to the bottom, only lea^Aig twu) bags be- 
hind, and encamped tor an hour in a nulla, clear of the hill. At 5 v. m. 
moved nn Kahun, distant 5 miles, over a fine level plain, reaching it at 
7, and (lading it completely deserted, and the gates removed. Thus end- 
ed this arduous and trying march. The difficulties we encountc^d from 
the nature of the road, being entirely through beds of rivers, and over 
hills, and the want of water at the latter, were great indeed. The heat was 
excessive, and as the bullocks refused to put their shoulder to the collar, 
the labour of getting the guns over tlie hills, fell entirely on the sepoys. 
The convoy often stretched for 2 miles, therefore to properly guard it on all 
sides was out of the question; but through the strenuous exertions of 
officers and men, all was got up safe, without loss or damage. Encamped 
under the w^alls of the fort for the night, all hands being completely "done 
up. It was a delightful sight to sec the camels and bullocks rushing to the 
river. I thought they never would have stopped drinking. 

Kahun is a large, irregular scxangiilar walled town, 900 yards in 
circumference, with G bastions and one gate-way. The walls are about 
25 feet high, but so thin in some places, that they arc seen through half w ay 
down. There is no ditch, but a tank in front of the gatc-w-ay, which fills 
after a heavy fall of rain. The houses inside are in very fair order, 
they prw^ipAlly belong to the Banyans, the Murrees (wdth the excep- 
tion of the chief, his brother, and a few followers,) inhabiting the plains 
outside building mat huts in the summer, and retiring to the narrow 
Passes on the hills in the cold weather. The plain on which Kahun is 
situft^ted, is about 15 miles long and 6 broad. The air is very pure, and 
heat not nearly so great as.it is in the plains. 

12th.-»-l got the detachment into the fort during the day, and found the 
inside of all the bastions destroyed, some still smokfhg. A sepoy strolling 
out without his arms, was cut down within 500 yards of the fort, and 
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bis bead severed from his body. Clarke, with 20 horsemei^ had a long chase 
after the enemy, but could not touch them. However, he sent in informa- 
tion of some grain, still standing, and 1 sentf out a party and secured 
50 camel-loads of wheat, in stalk. The party also founCi the gates* of 
the fort in a field about two miles oil*. 

i;Uh. — During the night, the Beloochccs commenced burning the wheat 
they could not carry away in tl\c day time, so 1 sent out another party, 
and secured 50 more camel-loads, f commenced dicariug out the large well, 
into which the Ileloochccs had thrown large logs of timber, and other 
kinds of lumber. An unfortunate dooly-walla was smothered in going 
dow'n to fasten on a rope. 

14th. — I was busy all day in repairing bastions and putting up the gale: 
in the former, I found layers of cow-dung, covered over with earth. Some 
still smoking, and waterf seems to have no effect in putting out the fire. 

16tb. — The Return convoy under Clarke, started this morning at 2 a. m. 
en rouft; to jec. I had received instructions from the brigadier to 

increase the niimbcT of infantry, if I thought it necessary. [ did so, 
with a subedar’s party, consisting of five liiwildars aiul 80 rank and file. 
Clarke took them over the first hill, when, I suppose, finding no op- 
positioic at the ditricult Pass of Niifibosk, he sent them back, proceeding on 
himself with the original party, and 700 empty camels. About 12 o’clock 
a dooly-walla (a dooly and fi had accompanied the subedar’s party,) came 
running in with the dreadful report that every man of the subedafs party 
had been massacred! The dooly-walla was the only man who escaped, 
and his is the only account we have of this melancholy affair, lie says 
that “ the subedar on seeing the last of the camels over the hill began 
“ to descend on this side. That when half w'ay down, they all of a sudden 
“ sa'f(' the top and bottom covered with Bcloochecs ; that the subedar 
“ then commenced a double march, and took up a position on some rising 
“ ground, forming siiuare. The Bcloochees, to the number of 2,000 tlicn 

completely surrounded them, and after receiving two vollies, rushed 
“ boldly in on them, and began to slaughter llicin right and left. lie saw 
“ the subedar lighting to the last. He himself managed to escape, by 
“ hiding in a nullah, where an old Beloochcc found him, and after stripping 
“ him of what he had, let him go.” The poor subedar was one of the 
best native olliccrs in the regiment. He belonged to my li|,ht/:ompaiiy, 
and was a great favorite of mine. We had been much together during our 
lormcr campaign in these hills, and I felt his loss very much. 

17th.- -In great suspense about Clarke and his convoy. A spy came 
111 from the enemy to-day, and was very inquisitive as to what Dumber of 


* These gate-s were .ifterwa^s invaluable to us, as also the wheat grass, wlion no forage was pro- 
eurabk- for oui hursi'S 

t One bastion took us ten da}S watering before we siiO-ecded. 
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men were left to defend the foi’t, etc. I put him close prisoner, with orders 
to shoot him on the first approach of the enemy. We were busy all day 
strengthening our post, ihe detachment being now reduced, in conse- 
quence of i ii» unfortunate aifair, to 140 bayonets and one gun, rather 
too few to man 000 yards of walls. I got the gnn on the bastion next to 
the gate- way. 

18th. — About sixty horsemen passed coolly round the fort, at a hand- 
gallop, waving their sw'^frds, giving us much abuse, but taking very good 
care to keep well out of range of musket-shot, also from tlic guii side. 
I offered 150 rupees to any man (follower) in the fort, to take a tapaul 
down to the plains, but none would \eutiirc. 

19th and 20th — All hands during these two days were employed in re- 
pairing bastions, etc. 

2 1st. — A cossid came in this morning with a note from Lieutenant Var- 
doii, containing tin; most melancholy intelligence of poor Chyke s death, and 
the defijat of his party. It would appear that they liad go/as far as the bot- 
tom of the SurtofT mountain, 18 miles fromKahun, when thcMurreea were 
seen assembled in large numbers at the top. Clarke, after placing his 
coinoy, ifnd part of his infantry, to the best advantage round his convoy, 
procceded'a little way up the hill, with about 30 infantry, to attack the 
most forward of them, and after fighting most gallantly for two hours, 
the ammunition being all gone, he with the rest of the men who were 
with lum, were all killed. Clarke himself killed two of the Boloo- 
checs with his own hand, and a third he seized round the waisf, dashing 
him to the ground. He was then seen to stagger, as if wounded, and 
some of the ]3Gl()Ochecs on another part of the hill, seeing a bugler, Clarke 
had sent down, bringing up ammunition, called out Now cliavge them, 
they are out of cartridgc.s !” 'I'hey did, and every man fell. The Belouchees 
tlien fell on the convoy. 'Die horsemen made for Poolajee at speed, and 
the rest of our unfortunate sepoys were all massacred, save one havildar 
and 11 privjites. The number of Bcloochces present, appears, from all 
accounts, to have been 2,000. The loss they suflered is unknown, and 
ever will be. They only acknowledge to 25 . They secured every camel, 
tent, etc. 

Poor Clarke! Although having only knowm him for S or 9 months, still 
it was during scene.s when months become years, and friendship becomes 
firm and lasting. We first met in November 1839, when lie joined a field 
detachment (of which I w'as stafl'-officer) proceeding against Llie iielo()chce.s 
in these same hills. He at this lime commanded 150 of the Scindc irregular 
hoi%e. From the day he joined, he w'as the life and soul of the party, and, 
although a stranger to most of vs, soon gained the esteem of all. Before 
he arrived, the country around had been subject to idinost daily plundering. 
Enthusiastically fond of his profession, more particularly of lus new com- 
mand, the horse, he sought daily and hourly opportunities of distinguish- 

• # 
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iug himself. Ho j,vas in the opinion of all, the “ beau ide/l’' of an irregular 
horseman. I3ruv(5 and daring himself to a degree, he soon inspired his 
men uith the same spirit — men, who were before almost a perfect rabble, 
became, through his bright example, most excellent soldL'irs in a short 
space of time. 'I’he men became fond of bim to a degree, and with him 
at their head seemed to think any odds against them of no moment. 
During our short campaign of four months, he was engaged in every skir- 
mish wc had. A few days after hejoined, being detmehed to a post nine miles 
oir, without information, and perfectly ignorant of the country around, 
he succeeded in surprising 60 lieloochees plundering some fields, about an 
hour before day-ligbt. At the time he fell in with them, he had only 
ten men up w'itli him, but not hesitating a moment, he dashed in amongst 
them, killing seven and taking three prisoners, the rest escaping through 
the thick jungle. Again, when the Boogtics attacked a party under Lieut. 
Kaitt, in the hi^Js, he distinguished himself greatly, charging through and 
through the cue\y, and killing three with his own hand. On our march 
up to Kahun,. he was of the utmost assistance to me, not only in com- 
m.iiiditig the rear-guard the whole A\ay up, but in bis strenuous exertions 
throughout. When wounded on the thigh at the last lull, his coolness and 
coiirage< shewed themselves conspicuously. Thinking the ball* had gone 
through, (he afterwards described the feeling to be just the same as he felt, 
when wounded at Kurrachce, when the ball went right through his thigh,) 
he said to me, “ Don’t say a word, it has gone right through Aic, but 
1 do not want to shew those fellows their shot has taken effect.” To 
this day the Murrccs speak of bis bravery,* calling him the “ Bura 
Bahad»)or.” He now li(5s buried half way up the Surtofl*. Thus did the 
5th regiment Bombay native infantry lose in one di$y, killed 
1 . I Subedar, . 5 ILavildars, 

I Jemadar, 1^9 Rank and File. 


* I li.nc l)r*Mi fwci cilnij^ly sdriy to sto in one of the lloinbay pai'cri {Conrhr, 1810) Jujie an at- 
tnek on i-oor (’larl.o lor r.i«.liiicss in tins melancholy aflair. Thu writer could never have seen the 
foiinlrv he liad to pass tlircujih, or he would h.ive .ibstaincd from his remarks, winch were hotJi 
unkind and uncalled for, being given merely on the report of an ignorant Belooch guide. The 
real truth will perhaps iie\cr be known. I mean his reasons for attacking the enemy. Hut in my 
humble opinion, for the following reasons I think he was right. From the spot where the fight fook 
place, IS 10 miles to tlic )iiain«5, Uirougli beds of rivers the whole way, with high rucks on eafti side. 
The camels ^700) iiinlor his charge, would stretch at least 2 nnics through these rapine# with onlj 
80 iiif.intiy and .'iO lioiso and ona European oflicer (himself) how was it possible to guard them at 
all points, wlicn followed up b\ hoiiic 2000 Beloochces! No , 1 think it very likely that, seeing the 
hopelessness of getting his convoy saf«' to the plains, and having too much pride and daring to desert 
it, to s.ivc lijs party, he not iinrea‘.onal)’> thought a check to the enemy at first starting would dis- 
hearten, and deter them liom tollowing him up, and there was every chance of success.' Until \hen 
tile lleloochee.s had never crossed hajonets with the sepoys, and had the utmost dread of them, and 
troni what I haie sinee heard, I firmly hchevc that had not the bugler been killed bringing up the 
iimnuiiiitioii, and the sepoys with him had had any left, he would have beaten them oiT.* Although 
3n to 1, the Beloochees never attempted to charge him, until they saw that all the ammunition wa^ 
expended 
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21st. — Dcspatclled a cossid on return to the plains; Rnd knowing the 
anxiety that would be felt regarding not only our present but future fate, 
reported to Brigadier Stevenson, my having still four months’ supply of 
provisions kft^ and that I w'ould do my utmost to hold the fort. , 

2'lth. — Thinking there was not much chance of another convoy coming 
up, 1 took a strict account of the provisions, putting the men on half 
rations. All hands were busy slrengtlieiVng the fort. 1 divided the detach- 
'raent into .four divisions* giving each a side lo defend, and was obliged to 
bring every man* on duty at night for fear of a snrprisd. From this to 
the 27th, we were busy clearing the ground of every thing in tlie shape of 
trees or shrubs for 200 yards round the fort outside. 

27th.— All express from Lieutenant Loch arrived to-day, saying, he was 
coming up ivith 200 horse, to see what had become of us, and to open 
the communication. Sent back the cossid immediately to tell him on nd 
account lo attempt it, as, if defended, he could never fcyfcc the Nullbosk 
Pass, particularly with horse. 

28th. — This morning, when the foraging party were out, some horsemen 
were seen, prowling about the bed of the river. The “assembly” was 
sounded, 'and some seven or eight liorsemcn, more bold tlian the rest, 
came uitlftn long musket-range, and a sepoy shot one. They tliAi moved 
off at speed, Krskine getting a long shot and killing another. 

20lh, 30th, and 31st. — Busy cleaning out tank, which had become mo.st 
oirensive, and also commenced digging deep trenches along tlie foot of the 
W'alls inside, planting sharp-pointed stakes in them ; pulled down all house*** 
touching the walls, to prevent the enemy landing, should they succeed 
in mounting the wall^jL overwhelming numbers. This gave them a drop- 
leap ol 25 feet on to (i^Puy of stakes. 

June 3rd. — Heard that the old chief J)adah had tried all in hi.s power to 
prevent his tribe attacking Clarke’s party, and that on their leaving for 
that purpose, exclaimed — “Ah! there you go, selling your country for 
500 camels.” 'I’lie Pjclooehces arc on the move in every direction, hut 
keeping at a respectful distance : 1 am prevented, in consequence, from 
sending out foraging parties. f 

4th. — Commenced digging a fresh w^ell ; the other w'ells containing very 
had water,, causing had ulcers on the men. But finding water at all in the 
fort, w fa# a tnost fortunate circumstance, as any party sent down to the 
river, would certainly have been cut up. Received an express from the 
Political Agent, intimating that I must not expect re-enforcements from 

**rhis fatiguing duty continued until the day we left the fort (September 28th) and was submitted 
to by the sepoys, with the utmost cheerfulness. 

t From this day I was obliged to keep all the cattle inside, allowing the camel men and others to 
pick up and bring in what forage they could, which was but hltl% The river which was only a 
railoofT, was almost dry, and the hanks were high enough to conceal 1000 horsemen. It, there- 
fore, became necessary to use the utmost caution, not being able to afford the loss of a single man 
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Sukkur, l)ut that* a rcniuest had been made to Cfiptaiii Ifeaii at Quetta to 
obtain^ if possible, the assistance of a tribe called Kahurs, inhabiting the 
hills*in the Bolari, and deadly enemies of the Mulrees. 

7th, 8th, and 9th. — Nothing new stirring, and working parti(:s are employ- 
ed strengthening an old inner fort, which, in case of our being hard pushed, 
will contain all the supplies, and two wells out of the thirty. The Banyans 
employed in tilling all the empty igrain bags with sand. Lascars busy cut- 
ting good stout clubs for all the followers. I commenced bringing the lat- 
ter on duty at night, as look-out-men, a fourth part of them being attach- 
ed to each division. The enemy are getting more harassing daily, tiring 
at every man who appears 200 yards from the walls. I finished the new 
bastion on the opposite fort for a gun. We can now ply if from both sides 
luiviiig a good road made from one bastion to the other. 

* liitli. — Cossids came in this morning, bringing intelligence of the Miirrecs 
and Boogtees h^t dng agreed to stand by each other, and attack the fort on 
the approaching (}k:rk nights, with their whole force. 1 got the front of the 
gate-way well palisaded ; from this to the 25th nothing new, all working 
at the defences most cheerfully, and every man seeming to think that the 
safety of tlie whole depends on his individual bravery. Treat sepoys kind- 
ly, and T do not think they will ever fail at the push. Nearly fourteen 
years of uninterrupted regimental duty 1 tliink, entitles me to give an 
opinion on this point, and that before formed, is now fully coutirmed. 

2.')th. — An old ac(juainlaucc of mine, Sheer Beg Boogtee, who had 
acted as guide to us through these hills last year, paid me a visit. I had 
had the means of shewing him some kindness. During the campaign 
lie had been taken prisoner, and plundered of maA^lead of cattle ; and 1 
having obtained his release, and clothed him, followed me like 

a shai'low ever since. 

2‘)tli. — No appearance of any night attack, as reported, but this moriuug 
about 1.50 Bcloocheos came sweeping round the fort. Unfortunately 20 
bullock drivers were out foraging, more than a mile across the river, con- 
Irar} to my most positive orders. The consequence was, they were cut 
oil* and siiiTouudcd by the enemy, W’ho commenced a regular slaughter. 
J*’ortunately Erskiue managed to screw round the gun, and I threw out 
about '10 men in the direction, well flanked by the bastions. By these means 
we luauaged to sa\c 10 out of the 20. A shell from the i-jiit the 
enemy to the riglil-about, and the party ser\ed as a rallying point for 
I hose who could manage to escape. One of the latter, who managed 
to conceal himself under a bush, heard our poor fellows beg for mercy ; 
but Kurreem Khan, the chief, wdio was superinteiiding the slaughter, kbpt 
crying out “ Maro, Maro.” This all took place in the bed of the river, 
and was not visible from the fort. He also says, he saw the shrapnel 
burst rigiit in amongst ^thom, knocking over three, and dispersing the rest. 
J had an opportunity this morning of promoting two sepoys for bravery. 
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They were out editing forage near llic fori, \iith some 8 or 10 camel-men, 
when about 20 lieloochccs rode at speed at them. Instead of running for it, 
the two sepoys coolly st#od still, and tircil into their faces, wounding one 
of them, 'i nils was quite sntficient for the Beloochces, who turned and 
fled. Had the sciioys retreated under the walls, the camel-men must have 
been cut up. This morning was full of adventures. We nearly lost 
the only sheep vv<*. had left. The Beloqchccs got between them and the 
fort, but w'ere too eagdr to cut up the camel-men, lo see them, 'i'bey 
would have been a sad los§ to us, for not another could we get. 

:30th. — I let loose the old spy to-day, tired of keeping him any longer ; 
besides wc have neither guards nor food to w'aste on sucli kind of people. 
He is quite welcome to report to the enemy all he has seen, which is but 
little. 

July .'id. -Slieer Beg again made his appearance agreeably to promise, 
bringing with him 15 sheep and goats, a most welcome suwply, as v\e w'cri; 
almost reduced to the last goat. 'I'lic sepoys not havirg tastcil any meat 
for two months, highly enjoyed the treat. He tells ns, that it is the Miiv- 
rces’ intention io attack the fort on the night of the (ith instant, wdicn the 
moon gots down, with 50 scaling ladders; their Syud having persuaded 
them that*our leaden bullets will not kill, in proof which he had ft bullock 
placed 100 yards oil* and had 300 bullets (taken from Clarke’s party) liriul 
at it, without cllect ! This story frightened my naib (a Belooch) so that he 
came tb me with a most serious face, and begged that 1 would procure iron 
Imllcts for the two (irst rounds, and th.at then the Bcloochccs would run 
away. These Murrees seem to have a great name amongst the otlicr 
tribes. 

7th. — An express artived from Captain Bean at Quetta, oflering me as- 
sistance, and regretting the position in which I was placed. Thc^saine 
post also brought a letter from the Political Agent at Sbikarpoor, to say, it 
was intended to act on the defensive until the season opens. Fifty J5c- 
luochee horsemen kicked up a great dust this afternoon. Erskinc empti- 
ed three of their saddles. 'I'hcy had been snugly hid all day in the river, 
ready to cut off any parties wdio ventured outside. 

9lh. — We are getting used to the Bcloochees’ visits. Indued, wc are 
glad of anything in the shape of excitement to change the monotonous life 
we are .Veading. Unfortunately we can not afford to expend much gun am- 
munition ; we can therefore only take a shot occasionally, whicli is always 
a source of great amusement to all in the fort, particularly when it falls in 
amongst the Beloochces, who retaliate by lieaping abuse on ns, as they 
sciimper off. Sheer Beg came again to-day, bringing a few chillies and 
sugar, for which he obtained enormous prices. No doubt he is a spy in a 
small w^y, but being the only face we see, save thccossids who are decided 
spies, he is too useful to quarrel with. He puts me i!i mind of the old beggar 
Edie in the Antiquary. Whenever he makes bis appearance, the word 
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is passed from bustion to bastion, and all the fort tiiriii^oui to meet him, 
being delighted to see him, not only for old acquaintance, but for the 
few trifles he always brings. The camels are wow beginning to break up 
for M'jint of grain and forage. Ditto guii bullocks. Shot five of the former 
this evening, in consequence of their being in a dying state. 

lUh. — About 200 head of cattle going across the plain about a mile and 
a half ofV— most tempting, but vepj suspicious; but the first we have seen. 
Jt is no doubt a trap, and plenty of horsemeh arc in the bed of the 
river, ready to cut in between the party and the fort, if we sallied out. 
The sepoys are mad to go after them. Perhaps they will come a Jiltle 
nearer by and by, and give us an opportunity. 

13th. — An express arrived from Lehrcc, with intelligence, that instead of 
the Kojucks and Kahiirs coming to our assistance, the former had joined 
the Murrecs against us, and that the latter had altarkcd Captain Pean him- 
self at Quetta the 22d ultimo. They excuse themselves from attack- 
ing the Miirrcea'hntil September, on account of the great beat ! It is for- 
tunate that wc did not depend on these allies, 

nth. — 'file men arc suflering very severely from ulcers, upwards of 00 
of all ranks being laid up with them, and several not able to piiV on tbeir 
belts in tonsequence. Still they all manage to go to their posts at night, 
although several cannot stand sentry. 3’Iic dobeewalas, camel-mcu and 
bullock-drivers now become useful, having gone through a kind of drill. 

18th. — A trcnicndoiis storm of wind and rain came on, and lasted the 
whole night. I thought the old fort was going to be washed away. At 
day-break, got all hands to work, to drain the fort, the water having lodg- 
ed ill every direction, and threatening to undermine the w’alls. The tank 
filled, and country around completely flooded. 

2oth. — At 12 o’clock to-day about 200 horsemen came galloping round 
the fort at a quick pace. I thought at first they were going to assault the 
fort, but after a shell or two they retreated. They have now become very 
cunning, and instead of appearing in a large body as formerly, they sail 
ahing “ Indian File,’’ like a flock of wild ducks, and it is very seldom we 
can get a shot at them. In the afternoon they were seen cultivating the 
fields in all directions, — quite an enlivcriiug scene. 

3Gtli. — A horse was this morning found dead where Erskinc’s shell 
fell yesterday, so it is to be hoped there was some mischief dsne Atmongst 
the enemy — at the time, there w'as so much dust that we could not see any 
distance. The Beloocbces have now completely surrounded the fort, but 
little parties, like pickets, appear seated arouiul in every direction. This 
looks bad for our communication ; but as yet the tapaiil has arrived pretty 
regularly once in eight days, and has been a source of great amusement to 
us. Much fever is now prevailing amongst us; I am raysell attacked, and 
Glasse is also very sick.* The sepoys and followers are coming into hospital 
as many as six and seven a day. The Hcloochecs are advancing closer and 
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closer every ilay^| Their matchlocks, I really believe, ciiri’y twice as Tar as 
our muskets. From this to the Gth August nothing new. The same daily 
routine of duty, with generally a “ fall” of rain in every t\\ elve hours. I 
am laid up wi^h fever, and prevented writing.* 
ytugusl Gth — The men still continue very sickly, 3,3 in hospital with fever. 
Glasse is very unwell, .and unable to leave his bed. We are out of the 
most useful medicines, and hot water is ^ic order of the day, and found to 
.*bc a very good substitute, being of a very purgative nature. I made a 
kind of truce with a Murrec chief, called llybutt Khan, who acknowledg- 
ed himself the owner of moat of the Hocks grazing around, also of some of 
the laud now being cultivated. He told us to look out for Lall Khan and 
some 150 of his people, a day or two hence. 

7th. — The Kcloochecs .arc on the .and fired two shots .at us, 

.as we w'erc walking in front of the gate- way. llybutt Khan wants 10 
rupee* to take our tapaul to Lchrec. lie is evidently a d^)ubtfiil charac- 
ter, and thinks to take us in, and has refused to sell us sheep. 

8th. — Had a slight skirmish this morning with Jlclooclioes. When taking 
our walk, some Jlclooclices appeared about the nulla, evidently up to mis- 
chief. Wi enticed them out witli a few men, when 50 or GO of them im- 
mediately sprung up, and a little lile-firing commenced. J withdrew tJic 
party to .allow Erskine to have a shot, which fell into the midst of them, 
whether with any damage or not, wc know not, the jungle being so thick ; 
however ihey immediately bolted at their best pace. [ 

9th. — 'Die licloochees are up to some mischief at the Nufoosk Pass, and 
arc going up there in small bodies of 20 and 30, destroying the road up, I 
suspect. 

10th. — For the Last four or five days the docks have been coming closer 
and closer to the w'alls, eating up what Utile grass there was left. l*had 
warned llybutt Khan of this three or four times, and had also oHered to 
purchase 100 at his own price, but he declared 1 should not have one. 
Erskine and myself had finished the Last but one, of those we procured from 
old Sheer llhcg. Wc have both excellent appetites, although shut up in a 
fort. To-day two large docks of sheep and goats came most temptingly near, 
and the sepoys earnestly entrealed for some fresh meat. Watching our op- 
portunity (no Beloochees being then in sight) we slipped out about ,30 se- 
poys, liar Jiin^ them with two bastions filled with men, and Erskine got the 


* Wb did not see another cossid until the 15th August, some twenty days, (hiring which time wc 
wore perfectly ignorant of everything going on in the plains, and Iiad no nicanb of sending u 
tapaul, ns not a man could be persuaded to leave the fort. 

f T have since heard from one who was then in the Murree hills, that tli.s was an intended attack 
on the fort, and that Lall Kh.an wdth 500 men was close by at the time, intondirig to rusli into the 
gate-way aflir us, a** we retreated in, but that hearing the gun which the Sjud had .igrccd to render 
harmless for tliat morning, and seeing the cfTect of the two shells thrtwn by Erskine, (15 Murrees 
were killed and wounded by them,) they gave up the idea 
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gun round to bo?a* in the direction. There were only thn^c Heloochees just 
then ill cliargc. They immediately ran off for their lives, and the goats, by 
some instinct, and to our great annoyance, folw)wed them at speed, like 
dogs. Two horsemen then came up, locking very fierce, birt soon rode off 
on getting a shot. 'Fo describe the delight of all on getting this flock in- 
side the fort is impossible. 'Fhere was a perfect uproar. On counting our 
plunder, W'e found we had secured JlOO sheep* and 57 goats. Most of the 
latter were milch gnats, so that the highest castVs shared the ciijoyineiil 
we immediately made a division of the whole, charging one rupee on the 
head of each, for the benefit of the widows of those who fell on the H5th 
May. That evening the fort became one large cook-sho]). 

I Ilh. — I [y butt Khan came to-day to try and recover his sheep, and told 
us that Nusscer Khan had driven all our detachments into Sukkui*. fie 
also brought a note from Dodah, the chief, desiring us to leave his fort 
forthwith, aiKMliat he and his army would c.scorl us down to the plains ! 
When Ilybutt miiiid he could not get back his sheep, being told that most 
of them were already killed, ho ttew^ into a great rage, and declared 
he would come and attack ilic fort, for wdiich treat I told the sentry to give 
him a shot, when he ipiickly departed. • 

ITjUf. — A cossid, to our great joy, came in this morning, afteV a lapse of 
twenty days. I could have hugged the old rascal, although I knew him to 
be the greatest of spies. A letter arrived by him from the Political Agent, 
saying, it was contemplated to try and throw in supplies, through the 
agency of Jeytt Siiig,t and Mcer Hussain, to save moving the troops up 
with a convoy. 

Kith. — Another cossid this morning. The system mentioned yesterday 
of throwing in supplies is discarded, being found impracticable — and the 
wetcomc, most welcome intelligence of the !’ollov\ing detachment leaving 
Siikkiir for our relief — 

Delav.hmcnl of II. M. 10/4 licffiiucntj 

1st (irenadiers f Cniiis, 

Ihid ditto, 200 I lorsc, 

under the comniaiid of Major Clihborii, 1st Grenadiers. We received inti 
mation that it was arranged between Hybutt Khan and the re.st of the 
chiefs, that the former, in inakiiig a truce, should encourage us to go out 
foraging, and then cut us up. 


^ Those sheep ^^ere ;it;reiit aililitUm to the half niUoiis the hitter alone boinft but poor food for 
men woikiii},' aO ‘lay, and on j'U.ird every niKht. 

t Jeytt Sing is a Shik.irpore merehant iimnLmselv iieh, jind has groat sway with all llutdlcloo- 
chi;c> around. Our loss is alwa)s his certain gam. He huys hack our stolen came Is, for ir> or 20 
rupees, and sells them again to our Commissariat for i>0 or liO Ks » A positive fact. Mecr Ilus.sain, 
f am almost pi..sili\i', was the eauso of poor Clarke being altai ked ; and it is fully ptOved it was he 
who 1 d Major Clihhorn’!> Sv.itering party into the ainbuheade 1 hope he will yet meet with the 
pun I hi line lit he ileserves. 
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17ih. — T wo Bc^oocaees disarmed a sepoy most bcautifiilly to-diiy. ile 
was sitting down, and had placed his musket and pouch-box a little on 
one side. The two Beloo«hees dashed up at speed, dismounted, picked up 
the musket, eU. before the sepoy could jump up, and went oil', waving then- 
booty in triumph. A sharp touch of an earthquake to-day. 

IStb. — A little skirmish with the Bcloochecs outside. VVe tried to draw 
them ou towards the fort, but failed. ^ 

2()th. — Six lieloochees %nade a dash around the fort on a plundering expe- 
dition, and captured three Banyan’s donkeys. 'I’lie same animals have now 
been stolen and re-captured three dilTerent times. 

21st. — Received a message from Dodah’s brother, to take care of ou^•selve^, 
as the whole body of them would assemble ten days* lienee, and ]mt u^? all 
to the sword. 

24th. — Another cossid arrived to-day, bringing the welcome intelligence 
of the convoy being actually on their march up, with a redi^:ed detachment 
— having left behind detachment lOih — all but the light c ompany 2d grena- 
diers, and one gun. To describe the joy of all hands, on my immediately 
giving out this news, is inqiossible. Those only who have sulVered a four 
rnonlhs’ imprisonment, with the addition of never lying dowui to sleep with- 
out a chaAce of having to turn out for an attack, can conceive it. » 

28th. -Keceived the following amusing information from ilybutt Khan : 
— “ Aboiii two months ago, their Syud, in whom they place great faith, hav- 
ing agreed to render our guns anil muskets harmless, the whole of the tribe 
under hall Khaul and Dullcel Khan, assembled to attack the fort. In the 
mean time, they got information from one of our oossid spies tlia*. wc were 
at work Irom morning till night, and had Iniilt up two extra I’orts inside, ami 
liad also dug a well nmier the gateway. Upon hearing this, the Syud had 
a most convenient dream; declared he would have nothing to do» with 
the business, and strongly recommended no attack. t)u this the tribe, 
immediately broke up”. This agrees with the report mentioned on the oil 
.fuly. Hybutt also told us, that the Murrccs arc now| assembled to the 
number of 8000, behind the hill N. K. of the fort; and that tliey intend to 
have three fights with the coming convoy, for the honor of their land ; 1st, 
at the Pass of NulVousk,— 2iul, w'hcrelhey now are, -and then, il‘ beaten by 
us ill both, to fall back ou Meer lladjec’s fort of Barka-, where they will 
light t^thejlast. 

* Tln^ turned oul but too *rui*, far as rc{{arils the as.sembl.igr of flu- wbolr iribu to a day, a', 
oil the Slst, rxarlly trn d.iys, the light ol Nullbosk took pliiec 

t All ciiiiutiing aiujcdoto is told of this cliirf. When .issidiiig in getting om of I be guns left by 
Mmor Clibborn, up the Pass, it slipt back and siiKUiiied one of bis limbs, wliieii (•au«’id bis death 
a ^rtnight after. When d\mg, he called some of hi< people around him, .u’d warned them m ver 
to go near our guns, as ‘‘ sleeping or waking they would always he ihrii drstruetion ” This eluel 
was a gr.jiid limb Jo]ipeil oil the Muiree tribe, being their gre.iti s.f h.uhr lit lo‘.t his only '.otj in 
I'leikc s light j 

J. Allho' 1 dul not pl.KV inueh credit on tins inforinatior.. thiiikinr it ; bd of In.ii.ido, yet I in.M Ji 
nisbed to send it to ('hhborn, but li.id no means. 
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— Captured two bullocks, which wc found a greatfJtreat, not having 
tasted beef for a long time. The convoy can now be only two marches oiV 
— cheering now^s ! « 

31st. — A day of great and almost overpowering excitement, ft com- 
menced about 5 o’clock last evening, when the plain and hills became alive 
with Beloochecs, and at dark, large signal fires on the tops of all the hills. 
At day-break, large parties of hqrsc .and foot were seen hurrying across 
the plain to the Nuffoosk Pass, on the opposite*" side of which, we soon 
learnt of the arrival of our convoy, from the report of one of their guns, 
a signal agreed upon between ns. About sun-risc, we saw collected on the 
very top of the Pass about 2000 Beloochecs, and others prowling about in all 
directions ; the distance, as the crow flies, from the fort to the Pass, is about 
four miles. In fact, we were completely behind the scenes, and saw all that 
the Bcloochees were at ; and fully expecting to sec our comrades crow'ii the 
top every hour-uvve were highly amused and excited. 'I’n'O i*. m. no sight of 
convoy coming o^r the Pass — they must be repairing the ro.ad up. Three 
I*. M.* saw the shr.apncl Hying over the hill, and bursting in the midst of the 
enemy with the most beautiful effect. Five v. m. still no sight of the convoy, 
llelooe.hccs still crossing the plains towards the seat of action. * Krskine 
sraitcrcil a small body of them with a shell. Kight r. m. heavy firiftg of guns 
uid jnnsketry for ten minutes, when all was silent for the rest of the night. 

1 should be very sorry to pass many days of my life like this. [ would ten 
thousand times sooner have been in the thick of it : the excitement and 
suspense was beyond anything I ever felt before. Knowing the difficulty 
of the Pass, and not seeing our people crown the top, I felt certain there 
must be much bloodshed going on. | 

Sept. 1st. — Not a single Bcloochce to be seen on the top of the hill at 
day-light: but several passing across the plain in that direction No sight 
or sound of the convoy all day ! I am sadly perplexed to know what has 
become of them ; and conclude, that finding the Pass too strongly defended 
yesterday, they liave fallen back to go round by the Deeyrah road, as I 
first recommended. 

2d, — Bcloochees in all dircclions, and busy as bees. Another day of sus- 
])onsc and excitement. After 11 o’clock they i)itched one of our sepoy’s 

" JDutwceri 2 and ;i oVlork Um- light nf ^iul^00|k coinmoncoil. ^ 

t I liavi* siiu'o heard soinu surpri/e luis been expressed that wo could see and hear Clibborn's 
shells;, and not ruv,h ;)u( to his; sueeoiir ! II.id wc done so, the labor and perseverance of four months 
w«>ulii have Iktii thrown awaj in an hour, and the Bcloochees would have gained the very object 
they liad been tr>ing lor wifliout cllcct, since the day wc entered the fort, namely, to entice us 
out ; but the thing was out of the question. Between us and the Pass were 1 miles of plain, i tj.f a 
mile oi the most d.ingerons ravinc>« I ever passed through, a mountain a mile in extent, and last 
though not least, 2000 Beloochcca ! I might jiorhaps have inus>tcred 100 bayonets, but must have 
left some 10 sil k hclimd. Hut the best reason ol all is, that it w.is not until the 7th .September, 
o’ljtht days -dterwards) when wa first saw llic giin^ in the enemy’s hands, tliat wc had the slightest 
idi.i of l>ie disaster that had taken place l^p to that date wc aiiMoiisly looked out to see the con* 
\i»\ coining round the Deeyiah road, thinking tlie\ had found the Nuffoosk Pass too diflicult. 
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Units about half ^ay up the hill, up aiul down which batches of loaded 
and unloaded camels are ^oing. I suppose the convoy must have dropped 
some of their baggage and* stores in the hurry of their departure. About 
12 o’clock much firing commenced, and continued, with intervals, until 2 
r. M. Trom the sound, it would appear the convoy had fallen back in the di- 
rection of the Dceyrah road, some 20 miles. Cannot now expect to see them 
for the next six or seven days. How tantalizing, when they were so close, 
"^ot a drop of spirits, a cheroot, or a cup of tea left; nor have we, indeed, 
tasted any for some time. The sepoys are very weak from short rations; 
there arc only six bags of floor left. A bad look-out. Cannot help thinking 
of our having got our convoy over so snugly in May, when we had only a 
third of the number of the present convoy. 

ord. — Still in suspense. No communication from outside, but all arc on 
the look-out, particularly at night. Upwards of 100 loaded camels are 
going across the plain, being some distance off. Whether t^esc are horses 
or camels cannot be clearly ascertained without a glass. ’ 1 persuaded the 
people in the fort that they were the former, although the sepoys made 
the shrewd remark, that they never saw horsemen look so large, or go along 
one afier 1£he other, so regularly. About 20 hor#meii, with 8 or 10 spare 
horses can^c down from the hill to water near the fort. This loi^ks as if 
the owners of the latter had been killed. Two bodies are carried across the 
plain on charpoys with a kind of funeral party following them. I suppose 
they are two chiefs. At 3 i*. m, saw a large body of Bcloochees pitching 
a sort of camp within 1 \ mile of the fort. There is no mistaking our sepoys 
tents, also one ollicer s tent — five of the former and one of the latter, exactly 
the number they took from Clarke’s party. I trust they are those only, but 
appearances arc very suspicious. Just as it was getting dark, we saw the 
whole body assembled in one dense mass, in front of their tents. 1 Earn- 
ed all hands to keep a bright look-out w hen the moon goes down. 

4 til. — To-day some horsemen came and informed us ** that they had cut up 
our convoy, taken the guns, and all the stores and supplies, and had kill- 
ed all the Sahib-log, except three, who were prisoners in their camp.” In 
proof of which assertion, they offered to show the guns to any person I 
chose to send, who could also bring a chit from the prisoners. This offer, 
however, I refused, firmly believing the report to be altogether untrue, and 
made \.*th a- view of getting hold of one of my people for information. 
They also said, that if I would leave the fort and go to the plains, they 
would not«molcst me. We had a very heavy fall of rain about 4 -i*. m. 
More tents arc springing up in the Murree camp. About 300 Beloochecs 
are 'seated on a rising ground on our flank, and I have great amusement 
in watching their movements. Having a good glass, we could almost sec 
into the-r very tents. 

5th. — A person came under the fort calling out, Vishing to give us the 
news ; hut we had already quite enough of these people’s stories, so senl 
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a bullet or t wot after him, to hurry liia departure. AH in the fort arc 
sadly perplexed to know w'hat to think of affairs. Ijeloochecs are on the 
move in every direction — 100 passed this morning in the Deeyrah direction, 
the road from which wc are expecting the convoy. The -Beloochccs do 
not seem in good spirits, not like men who have destroyed a large 
convoy ; there has evidently been mischief somewhere. A storm occurred 
about 4 o’clock, which, to our gfcat delight, blew down all the Beloochee 
tents ; they, however, soon had them up again. * 

nth. — No griiin is left for camels or bullocks, and little or no forage — they 
must take their chance, poor creatures. Nothing is now left but a few 
bags of rice and three or four of Hour ; ten bags of th(^ la Iter, which were 
thrown aside as being half sand, now came into use, and were greedily 
devoured by the sepoys. A camel-man shot himself, being detected in a theft. 

7th. — I half expected, on taking a look at the Beloochee camp this 
morning, to fi^d them all decamped ; but a sad reverse met our sight 
— the three guim belonging to the convoy staring us in the face! They 
are placed on a piece of rising ground on one Hank of their camp, their 
mu7/4lcs pointed toward the fort. What can have become of Major Clib- 
horn and his coiivo> ? I^fany oflicers and men must have lost'iheir l\ves 
before iliey gave up the guns, 'riicre is no doubt now that 'something 
most disastrous must have occurred, and we must prepare for the worst, 
'riie sepoys keep up their spirits amazingly well, not the slightest sign of 
ilinching being developed, although they seem to be aware, that their 
situation is rather perilous. Luckily they cannot see the guns with the 
naked eye, on account of the jungle, 'riierc are chances in our favour 
yet, — that the guns will not be of much use to them. 1st, 'fhey may be 
spiked; 2ndly, they may have no ammunition; and lastly, they know 
not liow to load or (ire them. Luckily they are howitzers instead of field 
])icces. 'ren a. m. all the Beloochccs are assembled round the guns, and 
peeping into their muzzles, — cjuite playthings to them. 

Sth.- Small parties of horsemen arc prow ling all round the fort, watch- 
ing us, 1 suppose, knowing we must soon take to (light for want of provi- 
sions. 'fhoy need not he in such a hurry, as we have still some rice 
and gun bullocks left. 

J)th. — f.oaded camels arc still going across the plain. The Beloochccs arc 
mounted on artillery horses. There is no mistaking them, fre m tj'''ir size, 
and their having blinkers on; which they were determined should not escape 
our sight, as they gallo])ed up and down in front of the fort for .an hour. 

10.- -Our old friend Sheer Bhcg came in tliis morning, but in such a sus- 
picious manner, that J put him prisoner. He tells us the Beloochee report 
of having destroyed our convoy is all true, lie mentions poor Kaitt and 
Mot)rc as being two of the killed. 

lltu. -Made some 'horsemen, who were grazing their horses rather 
ion close, ‘^camper olV, nnd rccchcd much abuse from them for my pjiins. 
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I’lic Murrc s ac.ki]o\vl‘jdge to their having had 80 killed jiud 80 wounded 
ill the fight. Our old aci^uainlaiice ilyhutt Khan, and his son are, it is 
%tlatcd. both killed, also K^rreeni Khan, who superiutcudcd the slaughter 
Oil the 20th Jivic. 

ritli. — 1 saw a very pleasing sight this morning; nothing more or less 
than the Murrecs moving away the guns. They appear to be taking thimi * 
to pieces, and away. 'I'his looks very much like a bolt on their part. Por- 
’^haps they liave got iiitciiigeiicc ol' another convoy coming up. The lle- 
loochces arc rather (piict, and allowed two ciiinelmeii to loot them ol’tliree 
marCwS out grazing. One hundred and sixty killed and badly wounded, will 
make a hole in their tribe. 

Idtli. — About J A. M. there was great noise and many lires in the di- 
rection of the Murree camp. At day-light not a single tent to be seen 
but loaded camels going olT by dozens. I'hc Murreos are all otV, and 
our oves are no longer mrule sore by tlic sight of tlie^ct)nvoy s guns. 
Mvery one is didighted beyond measure — this is tiuilc a iv»prieve. 

14tli. — Sent olf Sheer Bheg with a message to Major Clihborn, to say wo 
were all well in the fort. 'I’liis is the first iipportuiuty that has olVcred 
ol sLiidiug anything in the fthape of a letter sinec the 2(ith ultimo. We 
captured 6vvo camels this morning with tJic C. O. mark fresh ujiou llicm, and 
(here is no doubt from wheiice they came! 1 feel the wanl of a drop 
of spirits or a cup ol tea most sadly, when keeping w atch at night. Water 
(and sMch water too!) is but cold comfort. 

17th. — About 12 o'clock last night a cossid arrived with an official letter 
from the Brigade Major at Sukkur, informing us of the full particulars of 
Major Clibborii’s disaster, and leaving me to my own resource^, it being 
found impossible to send me any further relief. Well, this decides the 
matter at once. The nunilier of sick, and tlie weakly slate of tlic »est of 
tlie detachment, give little elianceof escape by a night march, and 1 do not 
suppose the Murrees will agree to any terms I may olVer. We put 
the best face we could on the matter, and on making a calculation, find we 
can last out until the loth October on quarter rations, and the gun bul- 
locks. W'e decided on holding out, unless w^e got honorable terms. Perhaps 
something will turn up in the mean time, and if it come to the worst, we 
must try and make our way down to the plains. Keplied to the Brigade 
Major^ bu*, in conformity with ray decision, did not allow’ tlie cossid 
to enter into the fort, knowing he would not have the most clicering news 
for the people inside. The sepoys are in excellent spirits, althougli 
well aw^arc that there is some mischief in the wind. From this to the 22d 
iristant, nothing extraordinary occurred. 

2;}rd. — Sheer Bheg returned from the plains to-day, but without any 
reply to my letter, having had it taken from him. lie tells me that 
“ Dodah sent twice to him, immediately after the fight, knowing he had 
access to the fort, to say, he should be happy to make any terms with 
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me, as long as 1 would leave his fort, and that he had sent two people 
to me, but that I would not listen to them, firing upon and driving them 
away.” The Beloochee who came on the 5tlj, and whom wc treated so 
roughly, must have been one of these peaceable messengers I Well, this 
seems an opening for obtaining favourable terms, particularly as old 
Dodah has made the first advances; and knowing the impossibility of 
holding the post much longer for want of supplies, I opened a communi- 
cation with the chief, Sheer Bhcg and my naib, being the bearers of thcj^ 
following proposal : — 

“ Dodah Murree, I will give you back your fort on conditions, viz. that 
you give me personal security for my safe arrival in the plains. If not, 

I will remain liere two months longer, liaving provisions for that time.” 

24th. — The deputation returned, informing me, that on receiving the 
communication, the whole of the chiefs had assembled together, and after 
some consideration, took a solemn oath on the Koran, that if I would 
leave the fort inVjircc days, they would protect me from all opposition down 
to the plains; ending by saying that, “ whatever my w'ishes were, should 
be their law.” Two hours afterwards a cossid brought a letter from Dodah 
himself, in answer to mine, containing an agreement on oath, my pro- 
posal. Jjle said, he would send his nephew to pay his respects to me, 
and to see the agreement conformed to by iill his people. 

25th. — I replied to Dodah s letter, to the cllect, that 1 would give up the 
fort three days hence, on the above terms. I am surprized at their letting 
us off so easily, namely, simply to return to the plains without let or 
hindrance from his people, on condition of giving up the fort, which Dodah 
must well know we cannot hold a month longer. There is plenty of room 
to suspect treachery, but w'e must run the risk. Tliis evening Guamaul 
Khan, came near the fort, and sent a message to say, that he feared to ven- 
ture inside; that if 1 would meet him outside without my troops, he would 
ratify the agreement. Wishing at once to see whether it was to be 
“ treachery, or no treachery,” I agreed, and with Erskine and four native 
offLccrs, met him about a mile from the fort. I never saw' a man in such a 
fright in my life. Although he had 30 horsemen, armed to the teeth, and 
there were only six of us, lie retreated tw'ice before he w'ould venture near 
us. Uc thought, from our coming alone, there must be treachery ; that 
some men w'crc hidden somewhere. Even, after we had met, he had his 
liorse all ready close by for a start. Down w'e all sat in a circle. *A wild 
scene ; his followers appeared to be exceedingly well armed, and all fine 
stout-built men. After compliments, etc. the nephew began to talk very 
reasonably. lie expressed a hope that “there would now be a lasting 
peace betw een his tribe and the British. That they had only fought at the 
Nuffoosk Pass to save their country, and their lives. That it was the least 
they could do, when tjicy had the fate of Bcjah Khan staring tiicm in 
the face. That they had never killed any of our people after the fight, and 
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lhal all llie prisoners had been fed, clothed, and set free,” He concluded * 
saying, that “ he should remain near the fort until we left, to prevent any 
disturbances between his» people and mine; and that he would furnish me 
with Irustworjihy guides down.” There was not the slightest appearance 
of treachery. Thus ended this most interesting conference. It will not, I 
think, be easily forgotten by either Erskine or myself ; so much depend- 
ed on it, to ourselves and the whole of Jthe detachment. We found these 
Beloochces the most civihand polite of men ! The confidence placed in their 
word, by meeting them in the way we did, seemed to please them much, 
and from having been deadly enemies five long months, became in one 
hour the best of friends. No doubt their joy was just as great in getting 
rid of us, as our’a was in obtaining our freedom. 

2r>th and 27th. — We are most delightfully employed in prc])aring lor 
a start. Only ten public camels are left, and those as thin as rats; none 
ai( here procurable — the number of sick amounts to 10, and these require 
carriage, 'rhen there are the rations, ammunition, both gun and musket, 
water and tents. In fact, I found I could not move without sacrificing nil 
private property, and half the ammunition and tents. I was obliged to call 
on ufiicerj^ and men to give up what private camels they had. This was 
most willingly agreed to ; and all kit, even to our bedding, was left; behind 
— the gun ammunition I was obliged to take, as 1 rather expected opposi- 
tion from the Uoogtics, through wdiose country we had forty miles to go. 
At fiut we were almost afraid w'e should uot be able to bring down 
the gun, from the wretched state of the bullocks, and weakness of the men. 
However we determined to try, and leaving the waggon and forage-carl be- 
hind, picked out thirty of the best for the gun alone. The sepoys thinking 
we were going to leave it behind, came and begged me not, as they them- 
selves would drag it down, and defend it with their lives ! When Erskine 
w'as burning the forage-cart and waggon, the Beloochces outside, thiiik> 
ing we were setting fire to the fort, scut to beg us to spare it. 

28th. — WH turned our backs on Kahun this morning at 2 o’clock. We 
had much trouble in getting olf, in consequence of the number of sick, and 
were obliged to tie some of the poor fellows on tlie camels. We commen- 
ced the ascent of the big hill at 6, and after immense fatigue and labour, 
got the gun to the top by 2 p. m. The sepoys were regularly overpowered 
with the faUgue half way up. The call for water now was dreadful, all 
that iTiad brought with me in the mussucks being expended. About 
o’clock about 800 Beloochces had assembled in our front, rear and right 
ilank, perched on the tops of the hills. They seemed highly amused at 
ouj getting the gun up : but when they saw the sepoys completely done up 
with thirst and fatigue, they called out “ Ah ! you will never get the gun 
down to the plains, you had better give it to old Dodah.” I ott’ered them 
money fo shew us some water, and they said they would for 1000 Rupees ! 
Afto^ome talk, they agreed to sjiew us some for 100 Rupees, which was 
i«i^(ptely given them, — there w as just enough to give each man a handlul 
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or 80 , :ui(l then they set to, and got the gun up. I rcjillv thought at one 
time MO most have left it behind. At the very top of the Pass were about 
oO of Hybiitt Khan's followers. These men swore wc should not go any 
further, until we had paid for the flock of sheep we capturpd on the l.'Uh 
August. However, when it came to the point, and seeing the gun too close 
to be pleasant, they thought better of it, and begged 100 rupees for Hybutt 
Khan’s family, who they said, w'crc very poor. It was as much as I could 
do to restrain myself from giving the party a round- of grape. It’s well I did 
not, perhaps, as it would most likely have embroiled me with the rest of the 
tribe, and the detachment was not in much of a fighting condition ! 

It was 1 p. M. and wc had still to descend the Nuifoosk Pass to water, 
which our Murree guide reported was in abundance three miles from the 
bottom, in consequence of much rain having fallen. Wc commenced 
descending, when a spectacle, the most horrible to be conceived, met 
our sight — the bodies of all our poor fellow's, both officers and men, 
who fell on tli^ .‘list August, lying* unburied, with all their clothes 
on ! having been merely dragge^ off the road. Raitt’s body w'as 
the first, being almost on the top of the Pass. Through this dreadful 
scene, wc had to lower our gun down the hill, inch by incli.« I would 
have given worlds to have buried the poor fellows, but thi» was out 
of the tpicstion. We had tlicn been fourteen hours under arms, and 
had still to seek for water ; besides w'hich, wc had no intrenching tools, 
'flic bodies were lying in heaps, which shews what a bitter fight H must 
have been. The Murrees spoke highly of poor Raitt’s bravery in being at 
the head of all. They had buried all their own dead at the bottom of the 
hill, hut although I ollered them any money they chose to ask, they 
refused to bury ours, in consequence of the state of decomposition they 
werc*'then in. After much labour, wc got the gun down the hill, and pro- 
ceeded along the table-land until 7 o’clock, when wc found water in 
alnindniicc, in a deep water-course, on the bank of w'hich wc bivouaced 
for the night. Although the men had no food all day, they^ll (save the 
pic(|ucts) immediately fell asleep, without tasting a bit. They had been 
nineteen hours under arms, the bugle having been sounded at 12 o’clock 
last night. Had this water been found when the fight of the 31st took 
place, what a dilferent talc would have been told ! 

2 Dlh. — Marched this morning to the top of the Surtoff moun{ain,^4 miles ; 
descended the hill, lowering the gun down with drag ropes, and reached 
the bottom at 10 o’clock. On examining one of the gun wheels, I found 
the iron w’ork of the axle-tree box split in several places. From the 
appearance it seemed impossible to repair it, or that the gun would tr^^vel 
any further ; but Erskine, by great exertions, got it bound up, and on w e 

^ Sini'i' writing this, I urn happy to say, 1 have .succccilctl in getting all out comrades 
Iniiiod. Tlioir remains lie in one I.irge grave in the ground on which they fought so 
t'ullnntly. Mundoo Khan, nephew of Degah, aceoiapHshcd this desired object for me, j^^icli 
Ilf V.IS .issisti’d b\ soinf of *lie Murrees engaged in the fight 
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went starring at 2 p. m., but did not reach our ground until 10, 

having lost the A)ad, and got jammed between ravines. 1 should have 
wished to have made onlf one march a day, in consequence of the weak 
state of the nysn, but there was no help for it ; on we must go, night as 
well as day, having only two days provisions with us. Here no water 
was procurable. Luckily the sepoys were so done up, that they soon fell 
asleep, and did not complain at all about their thirst, llcceivcd an express 
from the Assistant Political Agent, warning us to expect opposition 
from the Nagties, in whose country we are now, in not much of a fighting 
condition, half the men being on camels ; but with the gun I think wc 
have not much to fear from them. 

SOth. — Started at 5 a. u. and arrived at 10 at a beautiful stream of 
water. On this march X was obliged to throw away all the ammunition, 
save a few rounds of grape, otherwise 1 must liave left eight or ten sick 
beliind. Jiothmen and camels regularly gave in during the march, and how 
we got all safe up, I hardly know. Remaining with ^ic rear-guard, 1 
thus cheered them on as well as I coi^L but one poor fellow' died on the 
camel’s back. Our Murrec guide, w^rhad behaved as yet very well, did 
an act oi'sxtraordiiiary kindness for a Beloochcc. Hearing that one of our 
people was left behind fur want of carriage to bring liiin on, he w^iit back 
of his own accord, mounted him on his horse, and brought him into camp, 
walking himself by his side. |'’rom this ground, J sent olV an express by 
our Marree guide, (the only man who would venture) to Poolajee, for some 
spare camels and gun-bullocks, and we proceeded on another eight miles, 
at 1 A. M., getting to some water about 10 o’clock. 

(Ictobcr 1st. — Started at 3 a. m. and marched on eight miles. Soon 
after our arrival, to our great delight, up came our Murree guide, with 
some Siiidc horse, spare camels and gun-bullocks. We proceeded on UxPoo-- 
lajce at X a. m. reaching that post at 12, ||istaucc fuiirlccn miles. On 
coming ou^^thc hills into the plain, 1 fired oil' our howitzer, to give 
notice to o(^Briends at Lchrec, the head quarters of the 5tli Regiment, of 
our safe arrival. 

Thus, after a detention of five months in the fort of Kahun, was our 
escape from that position and the Murrcc hills, accomplished. The hard- 
ships and privations circumstances forced on us, were most cheerfully borne 
with b^ all. , After the attack on Major Clibborn’s party, it often appeared 
impossible to expect a release, yet not a murmur was heard. On no one 
occasion had 1 to find fault with the men, and the alacrity and cheerfulness 
with which they performed the exccfedingly onerous duties which I was 
foiled to exact, reflects, in my humble opinion, great credit on the Kahun 
(5th) Pultan and small detachment of Artillery. Of the constant aid 
afforded me on every occasion by Lieut. Erskinc and Lieut. Ol.issG, 1 /loifi 
nothing — it can never cease to be fresh in memory ; and their rank is 
too near my own to admit of my saying all I could wi.sh, or they desorve, 
this my private journal. 
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No. III. 

Narralivti o^t DisiLsfrr which bcfel Skinner's Horse in the llolan l*as.>\ 

riXtrsicl of a letter from CaptailpTlaldane. 

Camp QueUttj lOtJi Maijj 1811. — I was left at Dadur with ordert to escort 
the llaUering 'J rain through the Pass, but this arrangement ?/as subsc- 
quently altered by the arrival of orders for the 'J’rain to remain at Sukkur. 

1 had consequently nothing to do but to join my ilrigadc (which had al- 
ready gone into Quetta) as soon as possible, and with that view I applied 
lor Commissariat Cattle and Provisions for the trip up the Bolan Pass, a 
distance of seven long marches over a road of loose stones, or rather the bed 
of a nulla. Commissariat carriage (in sulficicnt quantity) could not be fur- 
nished, but as 1 did not like to stay behind, 1 determined on accomplish- 
ing the distance in live days, and applied for Camels to carry four days pro- 
visions, as 1 knew I could gq| plenty of provisions on the fifth day, when 1 
reached Camp. 1 succeeded in obtaining 28 Camels, which a^^ed a little ; 
though they A\ere such wretched animals that they could ^Bbarry more 
than two inaunds each. 1 started on the 23d ultimo, the men carrying what 
the Camels could not, and the first march was got over without ac- 
cident. The second march we lost two Camels, but this was of little 
consciiuencc, as the daily consumption of grain reduced the loads* 
'J'hc third day we had to march a distance of 22 miles over a terril^lc road, 
with no water for the last 13 miles, and reached our tents at 2 r. m. Then 
came the distress of the camp followers ; — numbers of them fell for want 
of w'ater, and would not come on ; while, to add to our misery, eight of the 
Camels died, leaving the attali, etc. on the road. As soon as 1 reachedrthe 
ground I sent back water to those left behind, most of whom were Camel 
men (150 of this class accompanying the detachment) and at last all the 
people reached the caiyp ; but it was then dark, and as all hands were com- 
pletely knocked up, I Avas unable to march again the next morninjQ be- 
sides I wanted to send back for the grain, etc. left on the road. TkflNvas 
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done earl^ in thC|morning, and in tbe evening wc mad(« a march of six 
miles to Sir-i-Bolau, where we passed the night, intending to march to 
Dust-i'Budowlut (18 miles) in the morning; but finding all the party, 
men and aninvils, much fatigued with their previous exertions, 1 finally 
determined to give them till the allternoon to recruit themselves. We 
started therefore at I i\ m., and bad gone about two miles when it came on 
to rain, though not heavily. ^ 

Wc had now reached t4ic narrowest part of the Pass, not more than 20 
or 80 yards wide^ and 1 had sent on 100 Suwars, the Camel men and all 
the baggage, with instructions to keep close together, and was bringing 
up the rear with about 80 liorsc, when just as 1 entered the narrow Pass 
and came to a turn, I saw a body of water, about a foot deep, rushing 
round another turn with tremendous force, and immediately after another 
wave full three feet higher : on the right and left there were no means of 
escape, the rocks being perpendicular, so wc went to the right about and 
galloped back, just reaching an accessible place as the water was upon 
ns. The stream now rolled past with aw'ful velocity, and rapidly increase 
cd to ten feet in depth : — then came a dreadful scene, men, horses, 
camels, etc. were swept past us, and dashed to pieces against projecting 
rocks over* which the w^ater flew twenty feet high. No assistance isould be 
afibrded, for the stream ran fiistcr than a horse could gallop. 1 stood 
upon the bank quite horror-struck, for 1 believed, and so did we all, 
that every one ahead of us had perished. In a few moments the 
destruction was complete, and wc felt like men cast upon a desert Lsland, 
without a particle of food, wet to the skin, a cold cutting wind blowing 
on us, and no means, from the nature of the country, of ascertaining 
the extent of our loss, as until the water went down all communication 
with any of the party who might have been saved was completely cut 
off. About sunset the water had nearly 8||Hded, and I then found how 
matters stood ; the loss of life was (as the iRcompanying list will shew) 
S8 men anS 101 animals. Wc passed a miserable night, but no more 
rain fell ; and in the morning wc pushed on to one of our outposts, 
eight miles from Dusht-i-Budowlut, and about an equal distance 
from our Camp. Tw^o Officers of the Madras Engineers, who were with 
us, have lust every thing they had, and the lUsallahs have been ruined, 
nor thqy replace the things lost here. We trusted to recover some 
of the property in the morning before starting, but found very little, for 
such was the force of the stream, that the matchlocks belonging to the 
men drowned had the barrels broken in two, and some of the bodies were 
foqnd by the dawk man at Beobce Narree, 20 miles below the spot where 
the accident occurred. The only people in the torrent who were saved 
happened at the time it met them to be near a place where they could 
scrkmble up. All the Company’s Camels but six ware lost. 
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All .'\mmunitionj Doulies, and every thing lost, 33 Men and 101 Cattle. 



A P P E N*D 1 X. 


No. IV. 

Marrntine of C CfXW't^s escape from the Gliihies. 

I commenced my march from Cabul at dayliglit, on the morning of 
the 2nd of Oelobcr, with an escort of tw'cnty flazir Ha&h horsemen, fiir- 
nl!^hed m« by Sir A. Burncs, and had proceeded as far as a village called 
Boodkhab, about six miles from Cabul, when one of the dak rurirji'rs came 
up to me stating that a Kafiia had been plundered by the Cxilzies the 
previous night, at a place called Tazecn, and advised me not to proceed 
till I irad heard from Sir A. Burncs, to w hom they had reported the cir- 
ciimstaiicc. I in consetpience went olF the road, cind remained there till 
1 could hear something further, but wras not kept long in suspeiibc, when I 
perceived a horseman galloping up in my direction ; it was one from Sir 
A. B. with a note for me, wishing me not to proceed any further, as the 
Pass w'as not safe, but to go into the village of Buodkliah, and there remain 
till T should hear from him again. 1 thcrefo|||p took his advice, and on the 
evening of the 3rd I got another note from him, saying there was a party 
of four hundred horsemen going in my direction, and that 1 miglit embrace 
the opportunity of accompanying them as lar as Gundamuk ; that the 
Chief was a very respectable and trustworthy man, rcrpicsting me at 
the same time to be altogether guided by his advice. I accordingly left 
the village, and joined his camp on the evening of the 3rd; and at daylight) 
on thg^on^ing of the 4th, we commenced onr march towards tlie Khoord 
Cabul Pass, and on gaining the mouth of it, found it in possession of the 
(Jilzies, and so strongly posted on the heights, that the Chief thought 
it advisable not to attempt it, but endeavour to get through another Pass 
calied the Chinarec ; wre then shaped our course for it, and on reaching U 
found it also in possession of the enemy. Finding this to be the case, 
the Chief held a consultation with his sirdars, when they unanimously 
agreed to try another Pass, stating at the same<*time, that the natural 
difliculties of it were so great, that he was afraid wc should not be able to 

9 
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surmount tliem however it was decided that the attcm{)t should he made, 
and I am liappy to say, we surmounted every difficulty, and got safe 
through by t o’clock r. m. and took up our camp in the dry bed of a river 
between Sa Haba and Tazeen ; and every thing appeared to be quiet 
till between 8 and 0 o’cloek, when some people appeared on the hills that 
surrounded us, and challenged some of our escort, saying that if they 
would give up the two Officers, ^K. and myself, they should receive three 
thousand rupees for each of us, and that the escert would be permitted t(V 
]irocced without molestation. The answ^er they received from our party 
was ‘ that the Officers were under their protection, and protect them they 
would to the very last.’ The sentence was scarcely finished, when a shrill 
whistle was heard in the hills and followed by a tremendous volley from 
the sides, and directed on ray tent, which was the only one in our camp. I im- 
mediately jumped out of bed, put on my clothes as quick as possible, and had 
the tent struck ; got our escort to saddle their horses and be prepared 
in case the enemy might descend; but finding they had no intention of doing 
so, but were determined to pick us off* without exposing themselves, our 
party tliought it necessary that they should be dislodged, and commenced 
ascending the hills on each side, the enemy all the time pouring on us a 
most destructive fire : and after a contest of several hours, they succeeded 
in driving them from the heights. We were engaged from between 8 and 
f) o’clock (at which time the moon had just got above the hills that sur- 
rounded us and threw her light on our party below) till 4 o’clock the fol- 
low'ing morning, the 5th. 

Oil the return of our party a council of war was held, to which 
we were invited. The Chief said he had sent for us to know what 
our wishes were, whether we wished to proceed or return, that the 
whole of the Passes of Gundamuk were in possession of the Oilzies, and 
that one of them had 5,000|picn in it, and that none of his escort had a 
single ball left. I replied ‘ if such is the case, I would certainly advise 
our returning to Cabul ;’ when a very young man, a sirdar, son of the Naib 
Shurreef’s at Cabul, started up, and said, * I am directed to escort these 
Officers as far as Gundamuk; we have sustained the attack of last night, 
and why should w'c tty? No, forward is the word with me;’ and stroking 
his beard at the same time, which is considered in the light of an oath 
with them, they all followed his example, saying ‘ /W/,’ which^'s ‘ Forward.* 
The Chief then directed me to have my cattle loaded, and to disguise our- 
selves, which I accordingly did, borrowing from amongst them, one thing 
or another, and by day-light on the 5th, we were on the move towards 
kGundamuk, and on reaching the Parree Durra, or Fairy Pots, we fovnd 
^it literally alive with the Gilzies. We in consequence halted for a few se- 
conds to consult ; however, it w^as thought advisable not to attempt it, but to 
take another direction across the Doblee and Udruk Budruk Mountains into 
the Leighiian Valley, which we did ; and it is only w'onderful how' w'c ever 
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f'lVuotccl . 1 . The ascent, was dreadful, and only one at a tunc could ascend; 
iioivexer we got over the didicultics, keeping on at a pretty good pace for 
fear of the enemy overtaki|ig us, which they did not do till about the close of 
the evening, w^en they came up xvith our straggling rear, cutting up every 
one they could lay hands on. We had a great many camp-followers that 
were returning to the Provinces, and mostly all on fool ; they were all cut 

up, poor fellows! and several servants ^of K (siy of them,) his tent, 

bed, clothes, and two tffttoos ; and it was not till about 1 o’clock on the 
morning of the 6th, w e halted at a village called Miimrour, our party com- 
ing ill by twos and threes, having been on the move for 26 hoiir.s, without 
e\en a halt. You may guess the state we were in, when I tell you that 

the moment we got into the village, K and I just tied our horses to a 

tree, and fell down fast asleep in one of the public roads of it, ami had 
scarcely laid an hour, when the chief sent forme, and informed me that we 
weie not sale in the village, and that he adviseil our proceeding on to (uie 
that w(i would be safe in. Away we started, and between 7 and S o’clock 
that evening reached the fort of Tccr Clhurrce, as it is called ; we were 
then put into a hut, which was surrounded by a high wall, and iherc re- 
niaoicd for seventeen days, expecting every moment to have our throats cut. 
On the mm’iiuig ol’ the 7tli, the chief of our party, Mahomed UzzCv»n Khan, 
came lo me and .said he had stunclhing to eommiinicate ; I eoiisccpicntly 
took him aside, when he told me, that he was very much alarmed for our 
safety* in fact, that the whole of Airghanistan were determined to make 
one cause of it, and to drive out and murder every Pcringhec in the 
country ; and that there xxas not the least reliance lo he placed in onr es- 
cort, and Unit the country round about, and Cabal itself, was ready to break 
out. On hearing this from so respectable a chief and several other people, 

I thought it my iluty to apprise Sir A. Hurne.s of it. 1 immediate^ sat 
dow n and wrote him anq/ficiai Icfli'r, acc|ijainting him with what was going 
on, and that treachery was at the very threshold of their doors, and also 
informing him of tlie attack upon u.s near Tazecii. A new didiciilty now 
presented itself, — how' the letter was to conveyed to him ; however, 
this was very soon settled by the chielj who said that he would give the 
man that took it and brought back an answer, twenty rupees and a khc- 
lut: it was taken and delivered to Sir A. Ilurnes, and the bearer of it 
brougliji a loiter to the chief, ackiiovvlcdging its receipt. Hut 1 never heard 
a line from Sir A. B. I’his can be easily accounted for, — the idea of wu/ 
w riting and telling such big- wigs that treachery w'as on foot ! Had 1 been 
a little ‘ Political,’ they might have given ear to it ! What has been the con- 
seifiicnce of his incredulity ? Why, he, his brother, Swayne, Robinson, and 
Raban of ours, and several others were murdered in his house ! I only 
regret I^did not keep a copy of the official letter 1 wrote, for 1 certainly 
would publish the whole transaction. As it was ©fficial, Burncs ought to 
have laid it before Sir Wm. Macuaghteu and the General. I am not 
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aware lie did mt, hut strongly suspect so; utlierwi§c he would uof 
have Nuirercd as he did. Why, to tell you the whole of the businesf-* 
from first to last, would take several sheets (V paper, but I’ll give all 
the leading particulars. Whilst w'C were I may say prisonous, several old 
moolahs used to romc in and see us, and 1 very soon found out the drift 

of one man’s visits, and therefore begged of K to let me conduct the 

whole of our plans for leaving the place we were in. During our confine- 
ment I had received several letters from Capt. P. Hum at Gundamuk, re- 
questing me to proceed with the escort with me to his support. On the re- 
ceipt of his letter I sent over to the chief of our party and requested him to 
allow' me to take the party to his assistance; he said he could imt, that he 
w as sent for the sole protection of the property in the Lughmau Valley, and 
that on his leaving it, the (Ihily.ics would immediately attack the place and 
destroy the w’holc valley. I wrote to Burn to this effect, acquainting him 
at the same time that tlic party was not under tutj command ; hut on the 
contrary, that my hands liad been completely tied by Sir A. B. previous to 
my leaving Cabul, by being solely guided by tliis chief, and not in any way 
to act contrary to his wishes, but to be guided sofeli/ and altogether by 
him. However several notes passed between C:iplain Burn an-d myself, 
and his tliicf object appeared to me, to get us out of the dilemma we were 
in, and w rote rather a severe letter to the chief, who appeared to be much 
annoyed, and came over to us and .asked me if vve were anxious to go ^ 
I replied, wc were ; and that if be would give me twenty horsemen I-vvoiild 
make the attempt to Ciuiidamuk ; he said, ‘ Very well, the day after 
to-morrow be ready to start; in the mean lime I will send out people 
and find out the state of the Pass to Jcllalabad.’ 1 said I wished to 
go to (Irundainiik to (yaptaiii Burn : however before the day arrived for 
our departure, he came and said it was impossible to go, as we were 
literally surrounded by the Gliilisics ; and put us off for a couple of da}s 
more. VVe were obliged to submit, but at the same time determined 
not to be put oft’ another day, and made every preparation for starting. 
'Phe tw o days previous to our leaving, the old moolah came in and asked me, 
if wc had made up our minds ns to when wc would leave, and in what 
direction ; 1 told him that wc had, that we should leave on such a day and go 
to Gundamuk ; but at the same time I must tell you, I had a most fiiithful 
and intelligent spy in my service, my nnilctecr. Through him khcap] of all 
that was going on ; consequently on the morning wc started, he took me on 
one side, and told me tliat the moolah had been very busy in planning our 
destruction ; that he had taken Ihc Ghilzies oft’ the Pass leading to Jellalabad 
and had placed them on the road to Gundamuk. 1 told him not to say a 
word to a soul. Shortly after this the chief sent w ord that he was ready to 
start ; wc did so, at daylight on the morning of the 23d October, all the 
party fully expecting .that Gundamuk was to be our destination, and 
on our reaching the junction of the two roads, 1 asked the chief to let 
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me lunc fifty mmi, and that I ivould make the best of, my way to Jella-* 
iabad and not to Gundamuk. I was determined on doing so, and by 5 
o’clock that evening reached it, a distance of forty miles. I went and 
called on thejClovernor of the place, and requested him to give me protec- 
tion, which lie did : halted the 24th, and by the 28tb, reached Peshawar, 
where [ considered myself safe ; halted a day there, and in ftftccii days 
reached Perozepore ; halted there four djys, and Loodiana two, and arrived 
Kiirnaiil on the monftngof the 3d December, a complete Alfghan, with 
a heard, etc. as long as my arm. My disguise saved me many a pot shot ; 
■Dul, thank God, got through all my difiiculti(^s, without a scratch. 
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AHucl on, and Cuplahi luirth Esv'upe fnnn Ecsli- /jo/ul. 

Pesli-15oltak is situated* half way between liallpoorali and Jellalabad, 
and there is a cantonment there for one of Shah Sooja’s llcgimenls, the 
“ Jezailchces,” or llillcs, commanded by Captain Ferris. 

The O^icers attaclied to this Corps were Ca})tain Cierrard, secoitd in com- 
mand, Lieutenant Lukin, Adjutant, and Dr. Ritchie. 

Captain Gerrard witli 300 men had been detached to succour Captain 
Rum's post at Gundamook; this with various demands upon his*’ Regi- 
ment, left Captain Ferris but 250 men, to defend his post, keep open 
the communication, and guard treasure to the amount of 50,000 rupees. 

Near the cantonment is an old fort, ill-calculated to stand a siege; 
indeed you might liave marched a section through a breach in one of the 
curtains, and His Majesty’s ilcgimciit of .Iczailehecs, or that portion of 
I hem at Pesh-Rolak, would ere this have had their quietus, but for some 
slight suspicious respecting the fate of the surrounding country, which in- 
duced Captain Ferris to stop the gap in the wall, and he was enabled to do 
so with a iiiiinhcr of bricks w'liich lay close at liaiid. 

In the early part of October, Captain Ponsonby, Assistant-Adjutant- 
(ironcra], Lieutenant llarriuglon, 5tli Light Cavalry, with twenty-four 
'J’roopers, and Dr. Stivcii, Superintending Surgeon, halted at Pcsh-Rolak, 
at the recommendation of the Political Agent, Captain Mackeson,N*:3 the 
country a-liead was said to be in a state of insurrection. A Parsee mer- 
chant with a large and valuable investment also took refuge at Pesb-Rolak. 

Matters continued traiupiil until the 13th November, when at half- 
past ten at night, the picquets were attacked, but without sustainiiig 
any loss; a bearer of Dr. Stiven's was killed, and a troop horse wounded; 
Ihe enemy were driven oil'. We the next day endeavoured to discover 
who were our foes, and we had just come to the conclusion they were 
common thieves, wlicn about 3 o’clock i*. m., there isSucd from the Golahi 
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torts, close to tl'i’ cfin tollmen ta, some two huiuU'cd meft, ulio opened a 
sImi'p fire, and advanced upon the Olficers’ bungalows. 

To repel tlicm, the 'rroTjpcrs of the oth Light ('avalrj' (late of the 2nd) 
and a Conipafiy of .Iczailchees turned out, and a very pretty afiair com- 
menced in skirmishing order. Although the ground was not fiivorable 
for Cavalry, the Troopers behaved well, and one man, Itani Singh, a Raj- 
poot, displayed signal intrepidity ; he vv%s met with erpial courage by two 
^VlTghans on foot, one of whom shot him through the body. 'I’hc moment 
he fell from his horse, a Jczailchee, a mere youth, mounted the animal, 
and taking a dclilierate aim at the two Afighans who were (picnching 
their thirsty swords in the hlood of the 'I'roopcr as he lay on tfie ground, 
shot one of tliem dead on the spot. 

The enemy being compelled to retire by the superior lire of the 
•Iczailchees, \\r commenced our work to render the ricketty old fort de- 
fensible ; there were neither loop-holes nor banquettes; to remedy the lir«l 
deficiency, moorehiia of loose bricks were construeted, and a portion of 
the inside of the wall cut away, served for the latter. 

The Officers were enabled to get most of their baggage out of the 
bui.galows into the fort, the Parsec’s iavc.slments liad been lodged there 
some time before. 

Our enemies were rapidly increasing in numbers, and soon returned fill 
ing the air with horrid yells, brandisliing their swords, and eiittingall sorts 
of war capers and antics, a mode of horrifying their enemies generally 
adopted by Kastern nations. 

During the remainder ot the day and the whole of the night, .’icontiuned 
lire was kept upon the walls, and well replied to by onr men, who were 
enabled to pick off a number of the enemy, by the .strong light of the 
bungalows and lines whieh they ha<l set fire to. On the 151 li, the Shin- 
warries, the Sungoo Kail, Deh-Surnk nieii, and Pesh-Dolaklices, besides a 
numerous body of Kociiee.H, or wandering frhiljies, joined the Ooialii men, 
comprising altogether a foree of 5000. They surrounded the fort, and be- 
came bold even to ra.slmess. 

To cool their ardour we contrived, with immense labour, to raise the 
only gun we had, a six pounder, and getting it into position on the centre 
bastion at the wc-^t-sidc f)f the fort, a few round shot from it caused tliem 
to apT^.oaclfwilh more caution in that position. Our men behaved nobly, 
poor fellows, obliged to work day and night tliey had no rest; they seemed, 
however, to consider it good sport, and when any of the enemy were 
knocked over they crowded amazingly. 

^t length the miserable intelligence was communicated to us by the Ad- 
jutant, that we had but one day’.s supply of ammunition in the nifaga/ine! 
Captaii^ Ferris had sent in his indents to Cabool six months before ! Com- 
ment is unnccr-ssary — he had represented the stale of the fort, too, but 
wl^o cares for an out- post ! 
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Ill this most ftcproasing state of tbjngSt wc tried negotiation, but the 
villains knew wc were in need both of men and powder, and swore they 
would give terms to^none, except the ladies. 

Here, 1 must pause to implore my fair country women in India, never to 
|)la(‘c themselves in the situation of these poor ladies at Pcsli-liulak. 

Alfghanistan is a land of blood, the work of destruction is about to com- 
mence, and no one can predict vihere it is to stop. During this month, 
there have fallen by assassination and in actiunt more Olliccrs than ar? 
usually sacrificed in a dozen battles. 

To attempt a description of the sufferings of Mrs. Kerris and her sister, 
would require an abler pen than mine ; we, in the contemplation of them, 
felt our very heart-strings wrung, and were compelled tr) seek relief from 
such torture by resorting to the stern work before us. And we did serve 
out the “ turbaned w'arriors they went down one after another like nine 
pins, and a round of grape judiciously pitched into a lump of them, sent a 
dozen by the shortest route into Paradise. 

The Adjutant, Lieutenant Lukin, deserves the credit of that shot, and 
his Addiscoinbc education taught him to lay the guns ns well us any of 
our' Artillery Officers could have done it. * 

Wc now made a discovery calculated to appal the stoutest hea/t — wc had 
enemies inside the fort as well as out. Treachery was at work, and tlui 
knowledge of the fact threw a dismal gloom over the spirits of the Onicers, 
already low enough. Captain Ponsonby, on going to his post at' night, 
called for the Native Olliccr under him ; he was replied to by the snap of a 
])isto], which fortunately missed fire. Seeming not to observe the circum- 
stance, Captain Ponsonby ordered the man to mount the wall, which he did. 

'file following day the Native Officers reported that one of their number 
was corresponding with tlic enemy ; they undertook, however, to manage 
him ill their own way — they harangued him, taunted him with perfidy, and 
succeeded in making him jishamcd of himself, and finally made him swear 
upon flic Koran to be true to his salt. Tlis conduct eventually proved liis 
sincerity, for he exerted himself most strenuously against the enemy. 

On the morning of the IGth, w'c were informed the enemy were prepar- 
ing mines ; they had previously made an attempt to place dried bullrushcs 
at the gate, in order to burn it, but were compelled to “ leave that.” 

We had sent letters for assistance to Jcllalabad, to Tora Bai- Khra, the 
Mohumudaii Chief at Lallponrah, and to Captain Mackeson at Peshawur ; 
but it was evident none of them had been received. Wc had, in vain, 
tried negotiation, and having only 25 rounds per man left, we held a coun- 
cil of war, — our deliberations were brief enough, — we decided upon cutting 
our way through the multitude around us — better to die like men, than 
like rats in a hole. 

Meantime wc plied llic gun, and gjivc no indication that colild lead 
the enemy to gness our intentions. Our ovin men, however, had obscrvctl 
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Ulc r;iiha*c of thc^immuniiiou, or apprcheudccl something h<Td gone wrong, 
and several ol' Siera threw their bundles over the wall, preparing to 
de.'^ert ; five of them lcd»lhe way, jumped into the ditch and ran olV to 
the enemy, who at once cut them in pieces before the eyes of the garrison, 
upon whom the lesson was not lost, as no more tried the experiment. 

The shades of evening fell upon friend and foe alike, and the tired, and 
waj-worii garrison of l*csh-I5oIak, pre(^red for a still greater trial than 
^ny they had yet been jfiit to. 

It was decided that not a particle of baggage should be taken, indeed 
there w^as no possibility of doing so. 

The two ladies were placed on horseback behind two of the Native 
Officers, the garrison Avas disposed so ns to render their fire cllee*ive 
in front, to both Hanks and to the rear, and the Camp followers were 
securely placed hctw'cen the main body and rear guard. 

ICvcry thing being arranged, the gates were opened, and a few of the 
rear guard continuing to fire from the walls to lull suspicion, the word to 
inarch was given, and at about half past six or seven wo issued forth. On 
\vc moved and silently, nntii clearing the lines, we were challenged ; 
Uie answT^ was a bullet, and in a moment all was a bhir<c of lire, the halls 
whistled A’om every ((uartcr, wdiilo above the universal din of Tire arms 
were heard the shrill cries of the Allghans, who charged sword in hand up 
to the column, 

Ferfis’ orderly was cut down and his horse shot in the mouth, blows fell 
hard and fast, and many of our men fell under them, hut still we fought the 
good fight, and pressed on. 

f know not how the guides managed to lead the way, for there Avas a 
thick darkness caused by a cloud of dust aud smoke, through which the 
flashing of jezails Avas alone visible. * 

The enemy not relishing the imcxiicctcd outerlainmcut avc carried out 
for them, began to sheer ofl, probably attracted by the plunder of the fort, 
A\ here they Avcrc well rewarded for tlieir labour, but it is to be hoped, they 
cut each other’s throats while sipiabbling over the spoil. 

Wc had yet to sustain the fire i>om a fort that lay in our road, but we 
passed it unhurt, and had the satisfaction of continuing our march wiilioiit 
interruption, until we reached the Pass above lluzar-nou, wlien about 'lO 
men aii^ackcfl the rear guard, but were beaten off. 

The Hiizar-nou people AVcrc laying in Avait for us on the high road ; hut 
as we proceeded by a diderent route, they were disappointed. At H o’clock 
on the morning of the 17th, avc reached Girdee, where we found Tora Jiaz 
Khan, Avho received us hospitably, and at day-light conducted us to Lall- 
poorah. 

A large body of Momurds were assembled here, and indicated by their 
looks, what infinite pleasure it Avould afford them fb pounce upon us, and 
they even solicited their Chief to hand ns over to their tender mercies, or 
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at all cvcals to seize and send the Fenn‘»ccs to Azeez Khan. Tliis latter 
hit of humane advice originated with KFialed Khan, the Chief of (ihoshtah. 

VVe heard too, there were 4,000 Kochces on the watch, and Tora 13az 
Kliaii frankly decliired, that Lallpoorah was no place of safety for us. 'I’hc 
Kh}'her was closed too, and the Kyberries at that moment surrounding Ali 
Musjid. What was to be done ? We possi^scd nothing hut our arms and 
the clothes on our liaeks, and it necessary, to better ourselves, to ^uit 
a land where we bad but one friend, and he una'olc to assist us for any. 
length of time. 

In this juncture, we offered the Khan the sum of lls. 3,000 on reaching 
l*eshav\ur; if he would conduct us thither, being aware there was a road 
tlirough his country leading to Tatterah, which lies Kast of tlic Khyber. 

lie consented, and ordered his nephew, llyder Khan, to go with us. 

'I'he road w as stated to be such as a goat might, with tolerable ease to 
liinisclf, travel ovci? and on the evening of the I8th, the ladies being jiro- 
vided with doolies, we crossed the river and marched about six miles. 

On the morning of the 19th, we commenced an ascent of the utmost 
dilliculty, which occupied us all day, aud during our progress, we had to 
clamber with hands and feel on the sides of the most stupendous ]/rccipiccs. 

How the horses managed to get along, was matter of astonishment to us 
all; they tlirew their shoes, poor creatures, aud were dreadfully bruised in 
the feet, and swollen in the legs. 

We bivouacked at night in a most villainous looking spot, w’h6rc the 
Khan's men entreated once more to he allowed to put an end to our trou- 
liles, and llyder Khan had to use threats before he could silence them. 

In the morning of the 20th, we were told that the road we had conic 
over, was a bowling green, compared to what we had yet to pass, and it 
was so. 

As 1 feel quite sure that no written account can convey an adc((uate 
idea of its nature, 1 shall not attempt to describe it ; let it sulTieu to say, it 
was all but impossible, and that after a march which continued from day- 
break until night-fall, we bivouacked on the plain of Peshawur, and next 
morning niarclicd a distance of twelve miles into Peshawur. 

Most of us arc compelled to wear native costume, as Peshawur contains 
few means of supplying our wants in the way of clothing and equipment; 
we are, in fact, destitute of every thing, even the coiiinionest. ncceg^^arics, 
but our escape has been a miraculous one, surrounded as we were by a 
host of enemies. 

Our loss, in killed and w'oundcd, has not been so severe as might have been 
c.\pected, yet in proportion to the number of our force, it is considerable. 

Cavalry — Killed 4 Troopers ; 2 Syces ; 3 Horses. W ounded 2 Troopers ; 
1 Horses. Infantry — Killed 18; Wounded 21. , 

A number of the Ctfmp followers were cut up, each Officer having lost 
three or four servants. 
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Narrative of tin ties! met ion. of the S/.a/i'a 1/// or (lootla Hetjimeut of i/njlti 
/nfan/iif at (-/uin'kar, laj ITavii.i>/vr Moornr: Ham, oJ Ihat Reyancni. 

I api a Nalivo of Kamanon. My name is Mootcc Ham I laid. I am ol 
t]ic; tnbe ni‘ Konvvar Hajpuots. The name of my \iUai?o is Mirkooly, 
twcl' a iDik^ from fiohogliat. A little more than three years ago, Major 
MeSherry s^)nt letters amongst ns, saying lie was raising a Hill (\^r|)s at 
f.nodccanah to go to Caubul, and wanted Hecruits. 1 and a great many 
more of the men at Kamaoou enlisted accordingly in the Sliah’s dth Hcgt. 
composed of men from dillercnt parts of the Hills. During the march of 
the Shaii's foice to Caubul, I was much employed as orderly (o Major 
MeSlierry, whom 1 have known from my boyhood. I was one of the jiar- 
ty wlio attacked and destroyed tlie Dacoits at Muckloor. 1 was also one 
of the Shah’s 1th detached to atbick the (lazies in the hills close to (Jnzni 
on the day preceding its capture. On that occasion I took with my c^u 
hands one of the enemy’s Hags, having shot its hearer. 1 served in the 
action at Holati. I was with the .5tb aiidOtli Companies of the Shah’s 1th. 
When under (Jiiarter Master Serjeant Douglas at Kamran, wc had heavy 
lighting there against inimciise odds. I was present in the action at 
Hcdjgah, wdierc we defeated Mahomed Akbar, the same who is now up- 
permost at Caubul. He lied back to Jlalk on that occasion. At Hudjgali 
1 was w^ounded by a stone in the head. I beg to observe that the AH- 
glians tbrow .i<.ones w ith groat force and correctness of aim. I Avas in the 
fight at Sulfced Dust at Syga. When cooking our dinner, the bugles 
summoned us from tlicm. We left our cooking utensils and never saw 
them again. We w'ere called to guard the guns, the capture of which it 
was •thought the Shahs Regiment of Alfghans meditated. Wc marched 
for Hamcean. I was in the actions fought by Colonel Dcnnie there, against 
Dost Mahomed. 1 w'as one of the Goorka.s w^ho captured the Dust’s two 
guns ; on this occasion wc suifered much from the tAirghans of Captain 
Hopkins’ corps, who had deserted to the enemy with their arms and ammiini- 
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(Ion ; tlipy i)ccu drilled iti the Knglisli manner. I got tins wound close 
to my knee from one of them — but we killed numbers of the deserters. 
We returned to Caubul, where we were quartered some time. The 1th lle- 
girnent was sent to Charekar in the month of May. We were placed in 
garrison in the Gurree then in progress of erection. Major Pottinger and 
some other gentlemen were in another Gurree, distant about a coss from 
our’s, and called Killa Lukmai;,. To this latter fort we furnished a party 
of 100 men under a Snhadar, this party was relieved weekly. The Gy;’ 
roe of Charekar in which wc were placed was quadrangular in figure, 100 
yards long in each face, and having a Bastion at each angle — the ditch from 
which the earth had been excavated to build up the walls, at the deepest 
was only three feet, in other p.arts not' more than two feet deep. A 
Khutria, named Ilur Sing, was engaged in building the Gurree by con- 
tract. I'o this Gurree of Charekar there w’crc two gateways, with gates 
one to the west, another to the east. At one gate was the quarter 
guard of the Regiment, its rear guard outside of the gale ; at the other 
were a number of huts inhabited by the Bazar people of the 1th Regt. ; 
in this gateway was placed a long .and heavy native gun, — I should think 
an eighteen pounder : on each of the two Bastions markul 3 and 4 
was phiced one ol the Shah’s six-pounders. A small thread (?f water was 
conducted from the neighbouring lulls, and a hollow formed from working 
up the earth with w'atcr to raise the wells of the Gurree ; after the (low of 
water into this hollow was stopped by the Affghans, there continiicd stag- 
nant in it about fifteen mussucks. There were no guns on the Bastion. 
I have; shown how all the Artillery we had — tlie three guns already men- 
tioned — were disposed of. 'flic huts for the Sepoys were arranged along 
the interior sides of the Gurree, connected together and Hat roofed. 

There is no water within the fort of Charekar, which stands on a 
])lain — no hills approaching it nearer than four miles. Our officers’ quar- 
ters were at the Westward gate. In front of the Kastern face of the 
fort of Charekar, and distant from its Wells 150 feet, ran a Canal with 
shelving hanks 20 feet in breadth at the top, and about 15 feet deep. ’fhe. 
water which ran in it was generally waist deep — this Canal w^as fed by a 
river to the North, and about six miles distant from Charekar; the road 
to Lukniaii crossed the Canal, on which there is a Bridge — this road is 
marked S88S, and to prevent injury to the cultivation, wa(imad(^,jto wind 
considerably to the N. E. of Bastion. About 26 yards off was situated a 
riickhir’s but and tukcah. To the South of another Bastion distant also 
some 200 yards, there was an extensive vineyard; about the same dis- 
tance, there stood to the S. W. of another Bastion, a Musjid. Thcre^were 
three tombs of European Officers, nearly, I should say, 400 yards from 
Bastion No. 0. 'fhe 'Parget practice, was distant from, and north of the 
same Bastion, .‘>50 yards. 'Phere was a small Gurree behind the Fuckhir's 
hut, and 500 yards from the fort of Charekar. 
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A low >*iiys before the Deivallcc,* Mr. Rattray, who coir^naiKleJ one of 
tiic Alfglian corpbl was lured out from the lort of Lukniaii by Shah 
Mabomincd of Nijram, to l^ok he said at some recruits vvhicli he brought 
with him for service. Tliey were mounted men. j\s Lieut. Ratlray was 
examining them drawn np in a line. Shall Mahomed gave his Troopers 
a wink, when they wheeled up from the right and left, and enclosed Mr. 
Kattray, who w'as shot with a pistol, and the body, which was alter wards 
recovered, hacked to pieces. I lieard this from the (loorka Moonshce, 
Mohun Cheer, who accompanied Mr. Rattray, but escaped under the horses' 
hellica.f 'flic men who murdered Mr. Rattray now made a dash al the 
fort of Liikman, Mr. Rattray’s Regiment of Atfghaiis immediately join 
cil the assailants. The attack had continued for the space of two hours, 
the Alfghans being kept at bay by our guard. (.apiain Codrington then 
directed Lieut, llaugliton to take the 2vl and Sth Companies to re-intorec 
liUkiuaii. Our men took each (JO rounds^ amnninitioii in their jionchos. 
When they had expended oO in skirmishing, and killing numbers of the 
Alfghans, they were ordered to close and charge; they did so. n greal 
number of the Airghans sought refuge in a vineyard, but were almost 
ciHM-cly dcutroycd by the bayonet and cookryi -all the Alfghans who 
had been aitacking the fort of Lnkman drew olf, and our two Companies 
returned to that of ^barckar, wbicb they reached at o o’clock i*. m. A few 
hours afterwards firing was heard at Lukinan : the Alfghans wore lired 
on h> <pur people when endeavouring to remove their dead. The follow- 
ing morning it was observed, that the Hiicmy were very numerous ahonl 
Lukinan, and pressing ils garri.son hard; so at 0 o'clock a. m, the Isl, .‘hi, 
and (ith comiiaiiies of my Regiment with a six-pounder drawn by bullock-*, 
under the command of Lieut. llaughRm, issued from the Clurrcc of Clia- 
rekar with the view of assisting our Troops at liukman. We advan(;ed 
until we arrived within half a mile of Lukinan without opposition ; at tins 
point, a body of 1000 of the Enemy ’.s Infantry, with a few horsemen 
interspersed amongst them, attempted to cut our w'ay : this party we easi* 
ly repulsed. We now' had arrived at a Rndgu near Lukman on which our 
six-pounder was placed — suddenly from all quarters a ru.sh was made foi 
the gun by immense multitudes of Alfghan.'*, who had concealed themselves 
in the vineyards and diilereiit buildings round about. It is dillicult to form 
any accurate ^lOtion of the number of our assailants so scattered, but it 
struck me there must have been 2.5,000 — all the village.^ of Kohi.stan, l*uii- 
chaze, and (/oraband, poured forth their inhabitants against us; — the whole 


* TSie Dewallec (we may mention for the home reader’s benelit) ih a Ilnulou fes'ival, occurring 
annually about the beginning of October, but Hie prcci>e date we know i.o< -Fo. 

t This was the Moonshee who subsequent K heaid Akb.ir Klian -mix Iu* had liuii .elf h*it tl.i 
F.n\oy. — Ei’» 

t The cookry is a Goorkah weapon, sonietliing ol a cross between t]i» c1o.)x< r ami ilic .s'.xord, and 
■t exceeding efTicienry in han'h tn.it know liov/ to n.-.c it. — En, 
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male po|)ulalio;\ in this (juarter of Affghanistaii lintl taken the Ghazi’s oath 
Our front, rear, and both Hanks were attacked simultaiitrjusly, but the most 
serious attack was in front, or from the LuknjAu side, the plain between 
which and where we were, was completely crowded with ,Affghans. We 
repulsed them all with great slaughter, but suffered severe loss ourselves. 
Lieut. Salisbury was killed — shot in the chest, — and placed in one of the 
two doolies we had with us. The Quarter Master Serjeant was wounded 
— the Sobadar of my Company, the 6th, Singh Beer by name, and a mo;?* 
gallant officer, was put in the second doolie. The Quarter Master Serjeant 
was able to walk supported by two sepoys. We had now been absent 
three hours from the Gurree of Charekar, a great part of which time we 
were seriously engaged. It was now observed, that heavy bodies of the 
enemy were against Charekar itself. We were ordered to retrace our 
steps, the 1st company was thrown out as skirmishers to cover our re- 
treat ; those badly wounded it 4l|s impossible to carry off with us, wc were 
so hotly assailed. The AlTghans quickly killed them, and seemed to 
take much delight in mutilating their dead bodies, and pitching their several 
members to a distance from each other. We fought our way back to the 
Gurree of Charekar, which wc reached about ten o’clock a, m. The Affghaiis 
now surrounding the fort of Charekar, and seeking shelter fr«m our fire 
behind the walls of the vineyard, the target practice butt, Officer's tombs, 
Musjid and Fuckhir's but, annoyed us very much ; it rained bullets. 
Leaving 200 men in the fort, and taking out the two six-pounder's, Capt. 
Codrington drove the enemy from all the positions they had taken up 
around us. At the second discharge one of the six -pounders broke down. 
The Alfghans entirely vanished for the present, but w atcr ceased to run in 
Ihe canal L> B B. We found afterwards that the Alfghans had diverted it 
to Ahe eastward at the point marked L. Our casualties in the whole of 
this day were very numerous. About ten o’clock r. m. w'hcn the canal liad 
become dry, the enemy appeared again, retaking possession of all tlieir 
former positions, and of the now dry canal, besides the banks of which ef- 
fectually secured them from our fire. Tow ards morning, the attack on tlic 
fori became more feeble, until at last it ceased altogether ; however, about 
seven o’clock the whole mass of the enemy precipitated itself against the 
fort ; horse and fool, leagured us round on every side — the two six-pouud- 
ers (we had mended the broken one in the course of the night) wqpn; taken 
out with the greater part of the regiment, while the long gun fired from 
the gateway on the enemy. One of the six-pouiiders again broke down ; 
‘the bulk of the enemy w'crc again beaten off, but a continued skirmishing 
amongst the vineyards and different buildings was kept up until nightfall : 
half the men of the regiment remained in the fort, while half skirmished, 
and thus relieved each other allcriiatcly. At ten o’clock i\ m. Major 
I’oiiingor, another gentleman, and the party from Lukmaii which had been 
as bus y as ourselves, joined us. 'flic Wtint of vwitcr began to be felt severe' 
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ly by iia ; there was scarcely any provision w^ithin the Ibrt. VVe did 
not mind that si much as the torments of thirst. The enemy continued 
attacking us daily. On the third day, as well as 1 can remember, all the 
Aifghans collected in a body to capture the long gun at the gateway : there 
were whole bcegahs of gleaming swords moving towards us, aud shouts of 
* Chariyar Ali Mudut,' rent the air. We answered them back at every dis- 
charge of the long gun, * Goruckuatlfke-jy.’ I'his assault was by far 

gthc most severe we hac^ yet experienced. Major Pottingcr and the other 
European Officers said, they never witnessed such a conflict. Capt, Cod- 
rington was shot through the cheat. lie W'as carried to his quarters alive, 
but died shortly after. Major Pottinger was wounded in the thigh. We 
cliaiged the Aftghans, and drove them in the direction of the point where 
the water was turned olT. On this occasion, we partially destroyed the 
Euckhir’s Tukcah, where we always observed the Aifghans clustered thick- 
est. Next day, a seer of whaler was Served out to each man by Lieut. 
Haugbton ; this water was obtained from the hollow' marked 5 in the 
sketch. The second day after, half a seer was supplied ; in a few 
days it diminished to a chittack, and at last ceased altogether. Some 
doombaks [sheep] were given to us by the officers ; we found relief 
from snicking the raw flesh, and some of the men placed •the con- 
tents of the stomach of the sheep in cloths, and wringing them very hard, 
obtained some moisture to assuage their raging thirst. Tlic sick and 
woulided now increased to a frightful amount, and were continually 
screaming for water in piercing accents. Our muskets were so foul from 
incessant use, that the balls were forced down with difliculty, although 
separated from the paper of the cartridge wliich usually wraps them 
round. The lips of the men became swollen aud bloody, and their tongues 
clove to their palates. • 

1 ought to have meiilioiicd that the day Captain Codrington w'as killed, 
your old Shikarree* at Lohooghat, Nur Sing, was also slain. He was the 
best shot among us ; every time he fired he killed an Affghan. The Eu- 
ro))can officers were so pleased with him, that he was to have been made 
a Jemadar. Days and nights rolled on. We were continually engaged 
with the enemy; the men used to steal out in the night to the spring 
which formerly supplied the hollow marked 5, but which the Aflghaus 
lumped oP* in another direction. Those who had the canteens you sent up 
with the last Goorkah Levies, used them ; those w'ho had lotahs only, 
took them with them, covered in cloths, lest the glitter of the metal 
should lead to detection ; those who had neither lotahs nor canteens, re- 
ported to the use of cloths, which they dipped in the fountain, and brought 
back saturated with moisture. When any of these adventurous spirit.-* 

. * 

* • Ynur old Shikarco’ — Molec Ram nas addu-.s^ing this nfinaliMi to .M.ijor McShcrr\ jtci 
KMuIIy.— Iif>. 



iiv 




rcturnad to tlic fort, all struggled round them to procure one precious? 
drop. The Aflghans, however, found out the practice, a]6d shot down all 
those who approached the spring. For two days» there was not a single 
drop of water within the walls of the fort ; the men were mad wdtli thirst, 
and demanded to be led against any perils to i)rocure water. According- 
ly, at midnight, Lieut. Rose* conducted a party of 100 men, taking with 
them all the lotahs and canteens tl]ey could carry, and all the bhistees and 
non-combatants to tlie spot marked M, where the crater from the new cut ^ 
had overflowed its banks, by the route marked by arrows pointing from 
the Gurree of Charekar. Having luxuriated for a short time in the de- 
licious clement, and filled our vessels with it, Lieut. Rose took us to a 
field of radishes marked N. Here we crammed as many as w'e could into 
our mouths, and stuck our belts full of more for our comrades in the 
fort, to which we set out on our return. Shah Mahomed with a body 
of .‘1,000 men had taken post at the spot marked (>. at an early 
hour of the night, and erected his standard at P.f A great number 
of his men were in the now dry bed of the canal B R B ; they seemed 
to keep a negligent look out. Lieut. Rose said to us, ‘give them 
one volley, then the steel you know how to use so well.’ 'llhe iion- 
combatau‘l8 carrying the water w^erc placed out of harm’s way> behind 
a wall. We fired together by word of command from ‘Lieut. Rose on 
the slumbering crowd of faces, within fifty yards of them. We then 
charged, shouting * Ooruknath-ke-jy,’ and set the bayonet and cookry to 
work with a will. A company drawn up in readiness at the gateway to 
assist us should we require their aid, heard our battle cry, ifushcd down to 
the canal B B B, extended itself along its banks on the Charekar fort 
side, and slew the AlTghans as they tried to scramble out on that side. 
On Iho opposite we were performing the same operations. Those who 
had cookrics did most execution ; there is no weapon like the cookry for 
a hand-to-hand fight. Mahomed Shah himself w^as killed, and we captur- 
ed his green Mag, and carried it off in triumph to the fort of Charekar. 
Shah Maliomed’s flag was a very magnificent one ; its staff was surmount- 
ed by a trident [crescent?] and ball of gold, and the flag itself was six feet 
long and equally broad, made of the finest green broadcloth with a figure 
of the sun splendidly embroidered in the centre. It was an old acquain- 
taiice of ours, and changed bearers frequently, as we successively jphot 
them during our long term of fighting. We had somewhat spoiled its 
beauty too, by piercing it with bullets, the artificial sun shining in the 
light of the real one as it waved out in the breeze, offered a famous 
mark. We were as happy in Charekar that night as we could be unde,': 
the heavy loss of our fallen comrades, and in sight of the sufferings 


'* Knsign A. Hose, Sltli N 1 —Ed 
1’hcri* an* references to a plan whieli has been mislaid 



iNM'UUOTia.V OK TIIK SirAlf'' OOuUSA UKOIMEXT. I 

• • • 

of tbosv. wounded, who were istrctcbed on the ground tbicky around 
118 . The thirst If all was completely relieved, and their hunger, partially 
so. Our officers were pfoud of us, and we were proud of ourselres and of 
each other. /The officers said Shah Mahomed’s flag should be ev<r retained 
in the regiment as a memorial of that night’s achievement. For lome days 
after the capture of Shah Mahomed’s flag, and the death of its )W'ncr, the 
enemy relaxed his efforts and we our^fire. This interval of emparative 
^repose was most grateful and refreshing to us. The number if Affgharis 
had very perceptibly diminished in our vicinity. Five days pssed when 
the horrors of thirst began to assail us again — at last a n^ssage was 
received from the treacherous inhabitants of the town of Chfckar that 
they dare not turn the water down to us themselves, as they rould assur- 
edly be murdered if they did so, but that we might come nd throw a 
dam across the new cut at I.., remove the other dam, ari cause the 
water to (low in its wonted channel again. Two huiidrd men, ac- 
companied by Lieutenants Haughtoii and Jtoso and takig our fou- 
ralis, or digging tools with us, proceeded along the banksof the canal 
1> 15 15. to L. On the road we had some skirmishing, ht not much. 
At^ soori*as the men came in sight of the w'atcr at L. many d them rushed 
madly forward, and began to drink ; while in the act of doig so* a heavy 
fire was suddenly opened upon them by the ambushed yffglians in the 
gardens, houses, and behind the walls of the town of Chackar ; this fire 
caused great havock amongst us, and wo were forced to ctreat without 
effecting our object. Dying of thirst, lamentably reduce iu numbers — 
weakened by toil and hunger, the Affghans clung more loscly round as 
our exertions in our own defence became less cnergetb A mine, the 
shaft of which commencing at the Fuckhir's Tukecah Cand passing by 
Bastion <'5 terminated in a chamber at Bastion 1, was sprung. A 
third of the Bastion I was destroyed, two men were biried in its ruins, 
'fhe dotted line from C to Bastion No. 1 shews the eoure of the shaft of 
the mine. 1’he Affglians are very expert miners — they earn the art from 
continually digging ‘Carcezes.’ The explosion of thcminc in question 
seemed to be the signal for another determined onset u the part of the 
Affghans. The stock of grape shot originally brought from Cauhul had 
been expended, bags were filled with musket balls, aiidoadcd with these; 
lln^ieavygiin at each discharge cut long lanes in the tFong of Mongelas, 
while we kept up a continual lire from the roofs of the Barracks; the 
Musselmeri pressed on nevertheless. The party protedng the gun below 
was annihilated, and the cannon almost in the clutch f the enemy, when 
Lieutenant Uaughton called out, ‘ Down from the wall every man of you, 
and rally round the gun, which is nearly in the hand of the enemy, and 
with it go the lives and honor of us all.’ VVe every me of us rushed out 
of the gateway and charged the enemy, who rec,oilel from the shock as 
far as the canal 15 15 B, to which they confined tliOKSclves, keeping up 
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a droppir^ fire imi the walla of the Giirrce. Wc buried Ibis day within 
the fort, llic bodies of Captain Codrington, Lieut. Salisbury, tlic Serjeant 
Major, aiti upw^ards of 200 of the Sepoys of the ,^th Regt. 1’lie following 
day the Ibhar Mistree [gunsmith] of the Ith Regt., and w'hq was a native 
of Hindoistan, and who served in the regiment from the time it was 
first raiaej, but w^as a Mussulman and married to an Affghan wife of 
Charekar, together with the gunners, who were all Mussulmans from the 
Punjaub, dotted to leave us, and go over to the eifcmy. In attempting to^ 
put this iito execution they proceeded to the gateway, but as they were 
going oiitjlLieutenant ITaughton seized the jemadar of the Clolandauze 
to detain* h^n : the latter immediately drew his sw^ord, cut at Lieutenant 
Haughton, ‘uid wounded him in the hand severely, and breaking loose 
Lieut. Hauf^hton called out, * Shoot these nimuck harams , — they are off to 
the enemy. We fired at the party as they ran in the direction of the 
canal, and d])pped five of them. The third day after this event, our num- 
ber brought dow'ii to a little more than 200 men, fit for action, without 
water, witheft food, and only thirty rounds of ammunition per man re- 
maining, it determined to evacuate the Gurree of Charekar, and 
endeavour t( fight our way to Caubul. At midnight we mm^ed out; 
w'e had** only two doolies, in which were placed Major Pottirger and 
liicutenant Hiughton, the bearers of all the others wer^ either killed or 
had died. Nmrly 300 of our comrades dead, dying, or so badly wounded 
as to be unable to walk, were left behind within the Ghurec of Charc- 
kar. I don’t iinow wdiether the guns which w^ere also left behind w'^ere 
spiked or not. I think from the death of Lieut. Rattray until the period of 
our finally evacuating the Gurree of Charekar, tw^enty-onc or twenty-three 
days must have lelapscd. I had too much to do to take account of time. 

I cannot give dates, but I narrate events in their order of succession to 
the best of my ntmory. I ought to mention, that the walls of the Gurree 
of Charekar hadionly reached the height of one cubit above the roof of 
the Sepoy’s Rar^acks when the fighting began, consequently so low a 
))arapct gave us little protection from the enemy’s jazails, which told on 
us from a distance, one-half of which only, muskets could carry to w'ith 
cfiect. The day .•ITtcr Capt. Codringtoii’s death, to remedy this defect, the 
ofiicers tore up tLcir own Tents, and made bags of the canvas, filled them 
w'itli earth, and plkced them on the walls, to cover us from thr, Afig^ian's 
fire. 

At the time holtilitics broke out, there were two Goorkha Fuckhirs 
id tlic fort, who wdre visiting on a pilgrimage the diirerciit Hindoo Shrines 
in Alfghanistan. They demanded that arms and ammunition should be 
given to them. Gulf officers complied with their request, and these sturdy 
and holy personageq astonished us all by their feats in action : there were 
none of us who fo^li^^^ht the AlTgbans better than they did. We marched on 
during the night i^wiliout molestation until wc arrived at a village near 
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Kara Ba^h, the second regular marching stage from Caubul on the Chare* 
kar road. Here Opposition commenced, and we advanced, skirmishing 
until we reached Kara Qagh, about 3 o’clock a. m., by which time our 
movements became generally known, and our enemies were getting round 
us in hopeless numbers every minute. The road ran through the middle of 
the town of Kara Bagh with walls and vineyards on cither side ; these the 
Aifghans lined, and from them poured q. deadly and frequent lire on us. 
IJfumbers were killed — vfe were totally vanquished. There was a gateway 
into a vineyard on one aide of the road ; I rushed through it ; an Affghan 
laid hold of my clothes to detain me, but 1 shook him off, and continued 
my flight, taking care to carry olT my musket with me, for which I liad 
only five rounds remaining in my pouch. I ascended the summits of the 
hills, and ensconced myself in a hollow far up in the mountain, where 
there was water, during the day. On the coming of night I endeavour- 
ed to make my way to Caubul ; 1 had arrived within two miles of the 
llritish Cantonments there, when the dawn discovered to me that I had 
got into the middle of the Affghan troops besieging the place at the time. 
I saw at once all hope of further escape was gone. I had 100 rupees in 
my Irnmmtrbund, which sum I amassed in the Shah's service. I took it 
out and buried it, placing a stone which I thought I could again recognize, 
over it, and sat down quietly to wait what might happen. Shortly a 
party of horse, about twenty-five in number, belonging to Hajiz Khan and 
Bahahdecn approached the spot where 1 was, and they immediately dis- 
mounted, some seized me by the feet, some by the shoulders; one man 
taking up my own musket snapped it three times at me. 1 am a Musslc- 
man, said I ; God does not will that you should kill me — the musket wont 
go off. The fatalist I addressed threw down the musket, drew his sabre, 
and with its sharp edge pressing on my throat called on me to say the^Kul- 
ma, else he would immediately sacrifice me. 1 did repeat the Kulma ; the 
sabre was removed from my throat and they carried me to Bahahdecn, first 
depriving me of my coat, pantaloons, a silk handkerchief, a pistol, my 
shoes and some other articles, leaving me only a pair of pajamahs. Bahah- 
deen gurree is situated 1 should think about three coss from the city 
of Caubul. While I remained with Bahabdeen for five days, the people of 
the village continually threatened to put me to death. Bahahdecn at 
Icngtl^rcleaied me, giving mo an old tattered loonghee for a turban and 
my own chagab, and saw^ me across on my road. After he left me I had 
proceeded half a coss when a man ploughing on the road side seized 
me, and threatened to kill me unless 1 worked his plough. 1 did so until 
evening, when he took me to his house and he gave me a scanty meal. 
This man employed me ten days in guiding his plough. While with him, 

1 suffered severely during the night-time — the weather was bitter cold, and 
I had nothing to cover me but my ebagah. 1 examined the roof of the house 
during the day, and it appeared to me that by removing a few of the bricks 
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‘from .'I sort of clii^iiiiey 1 might get out unobaervecl. At niglii I did so, and 
edocted my escape for the time. t) 

1 had got five coss further on the road to Jcllalaji^ad, when the son of a sir* 
dar who was fighting at Caubul, (I don’t know his name,) sent some 
horsemen to take and bring me to him. I was taken to the giirree, all 
the inmates of wdiich, young and old, male and female, gathered round, 
exclaiming, ‘ a Kaffir or Ferriiigljec : kill him — kill him but the young 
chief protected me from violence, and told me to^groom his horse. Thig^ 
young man w^as continually looking in the direction of Caubul, through a 
telescope, which he said Sir A. Burncs had given his father as a present. 

1 was hard w'orked, and ill-fed in this family. I remained wilh them about 
eight days, when the young chief transferred me to a native of Gorabund 
wlio came to his village, and rented his grazing ground for a large flock of 
camels. I was employed tending these camels for some twenty days. 1 
was not well fed. 1 had made acquaintance with a servant of my com- 
pulsory master. This .servant was a llizara, w'ho received one rupee two 
annas a month as w’ages. lie became kindly disposed to me, and one day 
told me that our master designed to sell me to some Bhokara merchants, 
with whom he was at that moment driving a bargain about m^p. I im- 
mediatcl/ ran away, to escape the intended sale. On crossing the river 
at Bhootkhak five Affghans seized me, and asl^ed me 'if 1 were a Fer- 
ringhcc; 1 replied in the negative, and slated that I was a discharged 
camel man of Shah Soojah’s ; they asked me why Shah Soojah had 
discharged me ; I answered that the King, being mewed up in the 
B<alla llissar, said he had no employment for camel men at present. Fa- 
kcera, my new captor, took me to his house, where I remained some time, 
hard worked and ill-fed, as usual. While tending Fakeera’s dhoombabs 
in th% jungles, I heard a youth say, ‘ Akbar Khan has allowed the Fevrliig- 
hees to depart to-day, and our people arc following them from Caubul.’ 
When night came on I w'ent to the spot where I had deposited my rupees 
and regained possession of them. 1 set off after the British force and over- 
took it at Khoord Caubul as it was setting out from thence. At Jugdulluck 
the British force was girded round by Akbar Khan’s horsemen, who were 
killing all they could. I extricated myself from this scene of carnage, and 
sought safety once more in the hill-tops. I remained a day high up in the hills. 

I had tasted no food for 26 liom^s from the time I made my lasj^ insu^cient 
meal. I was benumbed by the cold. 1 could no longer contend with the 
uever-ending dangers and hardships which beset me. I wished for death to 
release me from sufferings now become intolerable. I descended to the road- 
side, determined to declare myself to the first Affghan who approached, qnd 
court the blow' of some pitying sword. I saw a party approach, and con- 
chided the hour of my death had arrived. The party turned out to be five 
Hindoo entries; these Gu tries said, ‘As you arc a Hindoo w'e will save your 
life — you must pay us for doing so though, .and to make sure of it w'c will ex- 
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act payhiCnt hoforchand.’ They then searched me, and tgok the 100 rupees 

out ol' my kumm|rbiind, and returned me ten of them — they conducted me 
to a. Dhumsalah in whicl} there was a Hindoo Fuckhir. His protection 1 
also sought, and gave him my remaining ten rupees. He dressed me up 
in the red dress of a Fuckhir, and rubbed wood allies over my face ; 1 w as to 
pass for bis chela, or disciple, and he said I was to accompany him in the 
character of such on a pilgrimage he proposed making to Hurdwar. A party 
^)f fruit merchants shorUy after arrived. The Fuckhir, the Cutries and my- 
self joined them. We descended the hills by a road considerably to the left 
of Feshaw'ur. I begged my way until I got to Sir Jasper Nicoll's Camp, one 
march this side of Luodianah. The sketch I have drawn slu^vvs pretty 
correctly, I am convinced, Charckar, and all it embraces ; you had taught « 
me how to make such sketches. You have known me many years, and 
you know if I ever told you a lie or brought you false niformation. You 
will therefore attach such credit to my talc as your appreciation oC my 
character, so familiar to you, may adjudge. 

Simla, ^farrh I? I, 1812. MAeSnK«RY, Major, :i0l/f N. I. 

Lafe (ilioorha HfcniUing OJ/ictr, S. S. /•’. 

V» 

F. S.-.>-ln taking down Mootec Uatn’s Statement, I have follo’*ed in my 
Kiiglksh translation, as closely as i could, the idiom of ilic laugutage oi' 
Kuinaoii in which he said he could best tell bis tale. Mootec Kam is 
anxious that it may be clearly understood that H B B in the sketch was 
a ‘ Ooul' or superlieial Canal, not a * Careez’ or subterraneous watcr-courac. 
1'hc Carcczes arc tliosc gushing arteries of life and fertility to the vast re- 
gions of Central Asia, which without them w ould, except in the neighbour- 
hood of rivers, become tenaniless deserts. I’hc ‘ Careez’ is ibrmed first by 
sinking a vertical shaft; then excavating a horizontal gallery to a distance 
of 40 feet from it, when another vertical shaft is dug to facilitate the 
removal of the earth, and so traverses the country, collecting all the 
springs it passes through, until a stream of water llovving with rapidity 
and of considerably volume, results. Had B B B been a ‘Careez,’ Itill 
some water wamld here and there well out to the S(mth of the dam at Ji. 
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Narrative of the Events in Cabal beticccn the 'Id of Ntrember IS 11, and thf 
middle of September 181 ‘ 2 . Ihj a (Rhonda \ Cattivi:. 

On the morning of ihc 2d Nov. 1811, the gniss-cuttcrs of the 5th L. C. 
tlien encamped with .Shelton’s Brigade at Seah Sung, returned at about 
7 o’ch^c.k, saying, that the gate of the citj% through whicli they passed, on 
their wa,^ to the grass-ground was shut, and that there was a dist\'rbance in 
the toun, with the firing of musketry. This and the hoisc of the sliots, 
whicli now became audibly distinct, put us all on the qai vire, and when 
about 9 A. M., Capt. Sturt, E. E. arrived from cantonments, bearing or- 
ders from Major General Elphiustoiie for the 51^1 N. 1., Nicholl’s II. A., 
the Shah’.s Gth and Ilcad-cpiarters of the 5th L. C., to hold themselves in 
readiness to march to the Bala llissar, he found every ollicer on the alert, 
and instantly at his post, and eagerly expecting orders to march ; when a 
note came from Capt. Lawrence, the Envoy’s military secretary, saying, 
“ Stay where you arc, all is (piiet for the present,” and dated Bala llissar, 
10 A. M. 'J'his indeed surprised us, the firing continued brisk in tlie 
city. After w'aitiiig another hour under .arms, the Brigadier ordered Sturt 
to^o in and see what was going on in the Bala llissar, and accompanied 
hy eight suwars of 2d Shah’s cavalry he set out. Boor fellow , in half an 
hour, Capt. Lawrence returned to say, Sturt had been badly w^ounded, enter- 
ing tlic Palace gates, and bearing order.s for our immediate advance. For- 
ward was the word, and eagerly anticipating our attack on tlje city, we 
gladly set out, having heard in the mean time, that the rebels had ournt 
down the houses of Sir Alex. Burnes and Capt, Johnson, and were n(>w 
.attacking the treasury of the latter olUcer. • Unopposed, \vc arrived in the 
presence of the king, and to our sorrow, instead of receiving orders to 
enter the city, he almost rudely enquired, “ Why we had come, and what 
we wore going to do ?” After standing under arms for another hour, 
filing being heard in Ihc direction of the Shoor bazar, (a mart for' provi- 
sions and leather, vunuing up to the city side of the Bala llissar,) (lie 
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Jii’iUJidicr sent Lieut. Melville, 51th 14. 1., to try and dUcover whence it 
firoceedod. On h^ gniri" down to the Ghuznec j^atc of the fort, on which 
fcid^lay also the city, Lignt. M. found the fugitives from CampbeU’s regi- 
ment, (a corps wliich had been sent early in the morning into the city for 
the purpose of quelling the insurrection,) tlying into the fort, and report- 
ing that their corps had been entirely routed, and half the men cut to 
pieces. On his taking this information the Brigadier, he ordered Lieut. 
M. to take his company* (the light) down to the Ghuznee gate, and while 
taking charge of it, to protect and cover, as well as he could, the 
retreating regiment. On arriving there, after leaving one section in 
diarize of the gate, the remaining three were marched t(v the en- 
trance of the Shoor Bazar, and formed up facing the street. The fugitives 
kept coming in, and in about four minutes after Lieut. M. had taken up 
his position, he observed a disorderly rabble retreating at a quick pace to- 
uards him pursued by a large body of AlTgbaus, who, from the house win- 
dows and tops kept up a brisk lire on them. Immediately the colours 
had gained the rear of the detachment, Lieut. M. retreated, slowly facing 
the cnem}" towards the gate, pouring volley upon them whcney|tt there 
was an opportunity, which, however, owing to the protection aifora^ the 
enemy by /die parapets and window's, did but little execution ; on teacliing 
the fosse, he fornfbd up again to allow the guns, two in number, to pass 
to tlie rear, but the Affghans again made a rush, and the Golauudauzc of 
the kfiig took to a disorderly flight. As the attempt to rescue them with 
his three sections would have been madness, and the enemy appearing in 
force, both on the left and front, Lieut. M. sent Knsigii Macartney of the 
Shah's (3th, who at the moment arrived with one company to liis assis- 
tance, to man the walls over the place where the guns had been left, and by 
opening a strong fire on them, prevent the enemy carrying them off. ifl'liis 
being most successful, and the rebels retiring with some loss, Lieut. M. led 
a few of the Golauiidauze, whom he liad been able to collect, back again 
to the guns, one of which was sjiikcd ; but owing to the whole of the drag 
ropts, etc. being gone, and one of the guns dismounted, he was unable to 
bring them in, with his few men, in the face of such a superior force, the 
enemy now amounting to more than a thousand, all of-lhem crack marks- 
men, and protected by excellent cover. Lieut. M. was therefore compelled 
to rjj^ire inside tliC gate, having lost of his own company one subadar, and 
three men wounded, and of the King’s Orderly Ilegt. above 200 men killed 
and wounded, the latter of whom, bore fearful witness to the prowess of the 
Afghan knives, and were indeed a ghastly spectacle. On arriving inside, 
Li^ut. M. was reinforced by some of the men of Captain Nicholl’s troop of Jl. 
A. and again returned, protected by the fire from the walls, to attempt t<» 
bring in the two guns, but owing to the same reasons as formerly given, 
again unsuccessfully. A gun was, therefore, mou#ite(l on the walls, ami 
lu'ought to hear on the abandoned guns, and the shot told so effectually, that 
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the carriages were completely broken to pieces, rendering them not onl> 
totally useless in case they should ever fall into the hai^ls of the Aftghans, 
who arc incapable of either repairing or making gun carriages, but a||0 as 
long as w'C kept possession of the Bala Hissar, rendering them impervious 
to the many attempts made by the enemy to carry them oiV. At this time, 
being accidentally wounded by a bayonet thrust from one of the King’s 
sepahees in the groin, Lieut. IV^. was compelled to retire to the rear, 
making over charge of the Ghuznee gate to Ensign Macartney. The kiij^ 
who had been in a great state of excitement during the day, on hearing 
of the loss of his guns, and that 200 of his orderly regiment had been killed 
and woii.ided, became excessively agitated ; the more so, as immediately 
on the rebellion breaking out almost all his Pesh Khedmuts and Shad 
Gafsees had deserted him. The oflicers and men who had been ordered 
out at a moment’s notice for emergent service had not brought even their 
cloaks with them, and when instead of returning as they expected they 
should have done, the same evening to cantonments, they found them- 
selves, occupants for an unlimited period, and closely besieged in the Bala 
liissil|||[without a single servant, their feelings may be better conceived 
than ^pressed. 

'I'he litrcngth of the detachment had been augmented during the course 
of the afternoon liy the arrival of one hundred men ol II. M. 41 th Kegl. 
under Brevet Capt. Soutcr, but again, they had lost all our cavalry, who 
had been sent to escort all the baggage from the camp at Scab Siitig into 
cantonments, where they had been ordered to remain. His Majesty sent 
an Aflghan dinner to the detachment at about nine o’clock at night, which 
was greedily devoured by them all, having fasted for thirteen hours. 

On the morning of the 3d, at about four, a considerable firing of muske- 
try vt'as heard in the direction of Seah Sung, which greatly surprised them 
all, and the troops stood to their arms, but it gradually ceasing they return- 
ed to their rest ; they afterwards learnt that it was the 37th N. I. under 
command of Major Griffiths, returning from its encampment near Kubree 
Jiibbah, which very gallant regiment had been attacked during the w hole of 
its night march (a long and tedious one, through the Khoord Kabool Pass) 
and with slight loss repelled its iissailants, bringing in the entire portion 
of its camp equipage and baggage, Lieut. Green, in command of three guns of 
the mountain train, having done most excellent service. * 'riiis* morni^*g the 
troops in the fort were allotted to their different stations, though in 
roiisequcncc of a great portion of the r»4th Regiment being still in canton- 
ments, no permanent division could take place. One of the most impor- 
tant posts in the Hissar, w as a tower, on the summit of the hill, which ,was 
held by one hundred of our men, and one hundred of the King’s Jezailchecs, 
with tw'o officers. The centre square being a most commanding position 
over the town, w'as occupied by four companies of the Shah’s Gth, two guns 
of the troop of H. A., and some large guns of the King’s ; the Lahore 
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u;ate, by i^ne hundred oC the 54tli, liCty of the King's orderly regiment, one 
brass 9-poundcr, r^d one small iron gun, under a European officer, and a 
sub^dar of U. M. own Gj^oliindauze. The Ghuznee gate was held by two 
companies of the Shah’s Gth, one gun H. A., and two European officersf 
with Lieut. Stuart, 11. A. The remainder of the troops were held in reserve 
in the Palace-square, each man having his post allotted in case of an 
attack. During this-day, many projects ^were entered into for the purpose 
of putting down the insurrection, but none were carried into execution, 
although the troops, ofriccra, and men, were burning with anxiety and 
eagerness, to revenge the murders which they had been given to under- 
stand had been perpetrated, and the outrages committed. Although 
reports were rife, that Sir Alexander Burnes and his brother had es- 
caped disguised, and were concealed in the Wuzeer’s house, yet the 
more authenticated intelligence that they had fallen victims to the 
bigutted rage of the Moslem rebels, w'as generally believed, and excited 
pity, mingled with a thirst for revenge in the breasts of all. That he, the 
gallant soldier, the talented ofTicial, the warm friend, should, just as he 
had arrived at fame and fortune, at the pinnacle of his ambition, fall 
murdered in his ow'ii house by the recking hands, red with his brother s 
blood, of these remorseless barbarians, avIuIc it excited our deep commisera- 
tion for the victim? roused equal feelings of hatred and longings for revenge 
against the sanguinary perpetrators. The Wuzeer went by the king’s 
order«into the town for the purpose, if possible, of addressing the mob or its 
leaders, accompanied by Shah Poora, the king’s youngest and favourite 
son, but was compelled to return, after a short and fruitless journey. 

The king, sent in the course of the day, a letter to Sir William Macnagh- 
ten, proposing that a free pardon should be udered to all otfenders, 
and that all should be forgiven and forgotten, if the leaders of the insurrec- 
tion would come to his durbar, and acknowledging their fault, return 
to their allegiance. This of course was never carried into execution. 
In the course of the day. Captain Corri arrived from cantonments, bringing 
with him four companies 51th llcgt. N. 1., one iron nine-pounder, and one 
twelve-pounder howitzer, also two five halt-inch mortars, and two guns 
of the mountain train, under command of Lieut. Green. Though fired on 
the whole of the way from Mubmood Khan’s fort to the Bala Hissar, yet 
thew loss w'ouided (none killed) was very tritling, though the Cavalry 
escort which accompanied them, w'as attacked on its return, and lost a Duffa- 
dar and tw'o men killed, eight horses wounded. Four or five of the enemy 
were also supposed to have fallen. About mid-day. Major Swayne, r)th 
R^t. N. I., was sent with the grenadier company H. M. 44th, and one com- 
pany 5th Nizam’s, accompanied by two guns H. A. under Lieut. Waller, for 
the purpose of first clearing the gardens of the rebels, in the immediate 
neighbourhood of cantonments, and then proceediiil^ on to the Lahore gate 
of the city, having blown it open to take possession of it a party of the 5th 
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Cavalry was alsQ,scnt out for the purpose of forming a junction with Major 
Swaync, which, owing to some accident, was not clfected. The detach- 
ment was met when about half a mile from cantonments, by a party of, the 
fenemy, w'hora they defeated with some loss. Jlut owing to the rebels ap- 
pearing in great force in front, and fearing the etVects of even a repulse, at 
so early a period of the insurrection, it w'as thought better to retire, 
which they did, the object for winch they went out, not having been car- 
ried into effect. ^ 

On Captain Corri’s arrival, he was warned for duty in the city with two 
companies of the 54th, to pass by the head of the Shoor Bar.ar, and join 
Major Swaync and his party at the Lahore gate. iVovidentially, the order 
was not (owing to a misunderstanding on the subject) carried into execu- 
tion, or not a man would have returned to tell the tale. Captain C.'s de- 
tachment, on its way from cantonments, had lost the whole of the baggage 
of the grenadier and light companies of the 51th Regt, so that the poor 
fellows of them were exposed to the rigorous nights of this season of the 
year, without a single article of clothing. In cantonments only three day's 
provisions were left, and should our godown fort ])c captured, destruction 
to the force must be tlie result, as all communication between ur, the city, 
and the r.urrounding country, is cut off, and neither the King or 'he Ivnvoy 
and Minister, have it in their power to be of the slightest use to us in this 
respect, the latter of whom, never had more than three or four Afghan 
servants in his employ, who, being composed merely of a news-writei* and 
moollah, with a couple of cossids, can be of no service to him. In the 
Bala Tlissar, the same scarcity of supplies was felt, and great alarm was 
excited as to how our artillery horses and troops were to be fed ; but owing 
to the very great exertions of Captain Kirby, 51th, and acting assistant 
comirissary general, and Captain Conolly, assistant political agent, a very 
large supply was laid iu. Immediately in the neighbourhood of the Bala 
Hissar, were fields of Avlieat, second crops about half a foot high, stretch- 
ing out for many acres, whicli, having been purchased from its owner 
Timoor Khan, an Armenian merchant, w'as found to be the best possible 
food for the II. A. horses and public cattle. The groves of fruit tree^m 
the neighbourhood were also cut down by the King’s permission^ ImA 
served out to the bivouac fires of the troops every evening, as long as 
they lasted. 

This morning early, Captain Trevor, Superintendent of Affghan horse 
came in with his wife and family, who, seeing no hopes of assistance 
from cantonments, and no prospect of abatement of the rebellion, and at 
the same time, as he was merely involving the party of Jan Bazs, w\»o 
had hitherto remained faithful to him, and the whole of their families in 
trouble, by detaining them longer from their homes, he determined on an 
attempt to save hirasel»^ and family (wife and seven children) during the 
night, and happily succeeded ; a great portion of his Afghan horse, having 
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escorted bim to within a short distance from canton mftnts. So soon as 
his flight was distioveredi his house was attacked by the rebels and plunder- 
ed of every thing. • 

During this day, the insurgents were in great force, having taken 
possession of Mahmood Khan’s fort, the Shah Bagh, Mahomed Shireef’s 
fort, and the garden between the godown fort and II. M's. 44th Bazaar. 
Our guns from the south bastion opened early, and played almost all day on 
^he former fort, and oii any bodies of Aflgbans that made their appear- 
ance. Lieutenant Warren, 5th regt. N. I. and commjinding garrison of the 
godown fort, wrote in to the General to say, that unless a reinforcement 
was sent to him, he would be obliged to evacuate his position, Which was 
surrounded by the enemy, and who were, he feared, mining the walls. 
In the afternoon, a party of cavalry and infantry were sent down with 
orders to assist him in withdrawing his party ; the above detachment were 
shortly after obliged to return to cantonments, having suffered severely in 
men and horses, having been fired on from behind every tree and loophole 
of Mahomed Shireef’s fort, without even seeing their enemy. Some 
hoiirr, previous to this, another party, consisting of two companies II. M's. 
44ih andt>ne of the 37th N. I. being sent by a different route, to try and 
effect the* same object, they brought on a smart affair with the enemy, 
attended, however, with great and melancholy loss on our side. Captains 
Swayne and Robinson of the 44tb, and Ensign Gordon of the 37th, being 
killed ; this detachment also was compelled to return, not having effected 
its object. 

On hearing from the Assistant Adjutant General (Capt. Grant) of the 
object of the above detachments, Capt. Boyd, Senior Commissariat officer, 
went to the General, and urged, in strong terms, the necessity of, in- 
stantly withdrawing the garrison of the Commissariat fort, or immedTately 
strengthening it, stating, that on its preservation, depended the safety 
of the whole force, as it contained our only magazine of supplies, with 
the exception of Captain Johnson's, situated some three miles off and 
closely besieged in the city. In the evening, as no reinforcements had as yet 
been sent, Captain Boyd, accompanied by Captain Johnson, the Shah’s 
Commissariat officer, again went to the General, and informed him of 
there being but two days’ provisions in cantonments, and of the fears they 
entertained* of being unable to procure any from the surrounding country 
while in its present distracted state, and urged that the godown fort should 
be kept possession of at all hazards. The General approved of the opi- 
nions expressed by these officers, and signified his intention of reinforc- 
ing the garrison, but subsequently listened to the advice of others of his 
stafiT, who were averse to the proceeding, as involving too much risk. 
During tthis discussion, another letter was received from Lieut. Warren 
by his Adjutant, stating, that, unless instantly reinforced, he would be 
compelled to abandon his position, as several of his guard had effected 
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their escape over' the nails, by which they were much weakened. 'J'his 
letter again brought a change in the General Officer’s Lbind, and as the 
strengthening the garrison of the godown fort oould only be effected by 
first capturing Mahomed Shireefa fort, which commanded entirely the 
approach to, and the gate of the former, an order was issued for a detach- 
ment to be in readiness at 2 a. m., for the purpose of accomplishing this 
object. Captain Boyd himself volnnteering to carry the powder bag to 
blow open the gate. The carrying this latter order into effect was unfor^ 
tunately delayed until morning, and in the mean time, Lieutenant Warren 
finding his post untenable, withdrew the whole of his party, by making 
a small brbach in the rear of the fort, and our godown was thus in posses- 
sion of the enemy ; thereby not only depriving us of our means of subsist- 
ence, but giving confidence and much plunder to the enemy. Nor was this 
our only misfortune during the night, Captain Mackenzie, Assistant Political 
Agent, on leave at Cahool, (and who was living at the breaking out of the in- 
surrection, in the Shah’s Commissariat fort,) and his party, finding his post un- 
tenable, having already patiently waited three days, in hopes of assistance, 
for which he had frequently and urgently applied, w'as obliged to evacuate it, 
and with great difficulty cutting his way through the enemy, arrived with 
his party of Jczailcliies in cantonments, and thus were our "only two 
m.'igazines of stores in the country, in the possession of the enemy. 

In the Bala Ilissar this morning at day-break, a cry was raised that the 
rebels had possession of the godown fort, which they were plundering. 
King’s officers and sepahecs hurried in one common mass to the top of the 
palace, where with the naked eye, the melancholy and heart-rending sight 
was distinctly visible. Grain, wine, hermetically sealed provisions, and 
stores of every kind, were being thrown over the walls in one common 
mass)* and seized and carried away by the Affghans below. The King was 
dreadfully agitated, and turning to the Wuzeer, said, “ The Knglish are 
mad.” Having mentioned the Wuzeer before, it will not be amiss here to 
give some account of him. 

By name “ Osman Khan,” of a good family, and most commanding ad- 
dress, he was placed in his present lofty position by the united influence 
of Sir Wm. Macnaghtcii and Sir Alexander Barnes ; of an intrigucing and 
ambitious character, he was generally suspected of being himself at the 
bottom of this conspiracy and rebellion, if not one of its m^lin sprj'^gs, 
which suspicion was strengthened by the fact, that, though he himself re- 
mained with the King during the whole of the rebellion, yet his family 
and all his children remained in the city in the hiinds of the enemy, \\ ho 
treated them with every respect, and supplied all their wants. From the 
above suspicion, the King himself did not escape, and subsequent events 
have mucli strengthened the idea. 

On this day our wofst apprehensions were confirmed, as to the murder 
of Captain and Sir Alexander Burnes, and Captain Broadfoot, who had 
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two or thiec days previously come over from Cbarekar,/or the purpose 
of officiating as Military Secretary to Sir Alexander, and was at the time 
an inmate of his bouse. ^Frorn all I could gather, the followin:; appears 
to be the most authenticated account^f this very melancholy and hor- 
rible affair. At daybreak of the 2d, a well-wisher of Sir Alexander, an 
inhabitant of the city, came and reported to him that a conspiracy was 
on the eve of breaking out, one of th^ principal objects of which w'as 
h^s murder. Sir Alexander unfortunately heeded not this warning, and 
after having ' been repeatedly entreated to save himself by a timely 
flight, the individual in question took his departure. About sunrise, the 
Wuzeer came to inform him that the conspiracy had already brqken out, 
and having consulted with him, as to the best mode of quelling it, and also 
exhorted him to quit for the present his city abode, he proceeded to the 
presence of the King. Although, at this time, the insurgents had begun to 
assemble in the street opposite the adjoining houses of himself and Capi. 
Johnson, he could easily have effected his escape, his horse being ready 
saddled, had he not been of opinion, that he would be able to quell tlic dis- 
turbance, by remaining where he W'as. lie sent two chuppr.issics to Ab- 
dullah Khan, the Atchikzye chief, and one of the principal leaders of the re- 
bellion, to« point out that if he had any grievance, it should be redressed, if 
he would only remain quiet; one of these messengers was killed, the 
other wouuded, and no reply given. 

Willie Sir Alexander was haranging, from the upper part of his house, 
the mob bclow^, and exhorting them to go their houses, a ball from one of 
the crowd struck Captain Broadfoot, who was standing by him, in the 
breast, and he fell mortally wounded (his body was subsequently dragged 
into the street, and lay there for three days, until eaten by the dogs of the 
city;) at this time a party of the insurgents had gone round to the ^ack 
of the premises, fired the stables, and succeeded in effecting an entrance. 
Sir Alexander then appears to have feared the worst ; knowing the avarice 
of the Affghans, he offered the rabble any sum of money, if they would save 
his life and that of his brother; their reply was ‘ Come down to the garden ;’ 
they did so, and were immediately set upon by these savages, and barbar- 
ously murdered. 

The whole of his, and the adjoining (Capt. Johnson’s) house was plun- 
derq^, set oa fire, and every servant, man, woman and child fell a victim 
to the infuriated populace. 'I’lie whole of the sepoys, composing Sir Alex- 
ander and Capt. Johnson s private and treasury guards, were also murder- 
ed, with the exception of one man who, w'hcn w'ounded, escaped by crawl- 
ing and biding himself in a dung heap. 

It will be some consolation to the many friends of Sir A. Buriics in 
know, that among such a nest of savages there w^as found one true and 
sincere friend, who after an interval of tw'o day#, notwithstanding the 
great risk he himself ran by so doing, had his body privately buried. 
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This mail was Naib Shireef Khan, a Kuzzilbash of influence and great 
wealth. To add to these horrors, a report was this da^y brought in, that 
Captain Maule and Lieut. Wheeler, the commandant and subaltern (local) 
of the corps stationed at Kardurr|^, and denominated the Kohistan Rang- 
ers, had also been massacred with their Sergeant-major and Quarter- 
master Sergeant, by the men of their own corps ; and great fears began to 
be entertiiined as to the fate of ^he Shah^s 4th Infantry Regt., composed 
entirely of Goorkas, encamped at Charekar, in the Kohistan, as the insur- 
rection was known to have spread in that direction, as also generally 
throughout Aiighanistan. 

A repo,rt was this evening brought in to his Majesty, at the Bala Hissar, 
that the rebels had mined from the Shoor Bazar to immediately under the 
imperial palace, which said mine was to be sprung the same evening, llis 
Majesty instantly left the palace, and took up his abode at the gate of the Ha- 
ram Serai, or women’s apartments, where he remained during the remain- 
der of the siege, and all day seated at a window commanding a fine view of 
cantonments, telescope in hand, he watched with great anxiety the course 
of events in that place. He was at this time sunk quite into a state 
of despondency, would gladly seize any opportunity of asking the opinion 
of even*, the most junior officers, and putting off for a time, all the in- 
signia of royalty, which in most Asiatic countries, and {iarticularly in Aif- 
ghauistan, are carried usually to an extreme, made us sit by him on chairs, 
and forgot for the time that he was a king. The officers having been for 
the last four days, notwithstanding the arrival of a few things from canton- 
ments, perishing with cold, this day his Majesty took pity on them, and sup- 
plied us each with a silk resuiy and pillow ; not that 1 had suffered so much, 
as others, as owing to my w'ound, the king, had shewn me every kind- 
ness,, and supplied all my wants. The Guznec gate had been built up 
with solid masonry, ns it was from that side an attack was apprehended. 
The enemy had already made two several attempts to carry off the guns 
left under the walls near the Shoor Bazar, both unsuccessful, and in which 
they had to retire with some loss ; they are most splendid shots, and this 
morning killed two of our best artillerymen at one loop-hole, the space 
not being more than a foot square, and the distance from which they fired 
at least three hundred yards. This loss is the more felt, as having but 
one troop of horse artillery in the whole force, the lives o^.each of the 
European gunners are most precious, and their services very valuable. 

During the course of this day a party of infantry and two guns under 
the command of Major Swayne, w'as ordered out for the purpose of taking 
Mahomed Shireef’s fort. Lieut. Eyre, Deputy Commissary of Ordnanpe, 
commanded the battery, and was directed to place his guns on the Kohistan 
road, outside the cantonments, and keep up a heavy fire on the fort, while 
Major Swayne with thf. infantry was to advance rapidly, and with powder 
bags, blow open the gate. Lieut. Eyre, according to orders, kept up a most 



NARRAMVK OF THE* EVENTS IN CABUL. Ixix 

• 

destructive fire, doing much execution, but expended t]^e whole of his 
ammunition, ere j^ajor Swayne’s party, which had taken shelter under 
cover of some walls, runn^g parallel to the fort from the heavy fire of the 
enemy, were led to the attack — and the consequence was, that his 
party were obliged to return to cantonments, having suffered some loss, 
both in his own and Lieut. £yre’s party, who also had some horses killed. 
Thus was the only opportunity of retrieving our loss of the morning, and 
striking fear into the hearts of the rebels, gone. The enemy gained 
in confidence what we lost, and they themselves have since said, that 
the events of this disastrous day did more harm to our cause than all the 
others put together ; they decided the minds of the wavering, plaqted fresh 
•courage in the souls of the disheartened, gained many new proselytes 
(amongst whom were the Kuzzilbashes, who had until now remained 
neuter, and were one of the most powerful bodies of men in the kingdom,) 
and the report of the immensity of the plunder taken from the Feringhees, 
spread like wildfire over the country, and the ploughman forsook his 
plough, the shepherd his flocks, and all ranks hurried to the capital, ^ 
to share in the booty and spoil of the English dog. The Kuzzilbashes, 
whom I ha^c mentioned above, are the descendants of those Persian soldi- 
ers, brought into the country by Nadir Shah, and are perfectly •distinct 
from the Affghan Tiation ; they have always hated our rule with a mortal 
hatred, as we overthrew a monopoly which they under former kings had 
alway« possessed, — that of supplying the nation with soldiers. While they 
hated us, they equally feared our power, and it was that fear, which until 
this day had caused them to be merely spectators of the strife, as they never 
supposed the rude attempts of an unorganized, and at the commencement, 
weak faction, could have so far prevailed, over the prowess and discipline 
of their Feringhee rulers. Being, soldiers, as well as excessively wealthy 
men, their open decision tended greatly to our final downfal. To sum up 
their qualities, they arc the most dissolute and free living race of all the 
Mussulmans of Aflghanistan, notorious drunkards, and breakers of nearly 
every law and commandment which the true believers generally consider 
so binding, but are, at the same time brave and hardy. 

Nov. 6th. — The king sent down strict orders to allow no one ingress or 
egress at the Lahore gate, without a pass from either him or Capt. Conol- 
ly> ^ssistai^ Political Agent, except the suwars in charge of the public 
cattle, which went out at eight p. m. every morning to graze under the 
walls, and returned at two f. m. They were placed under my orders, and 1 
had four look-out men on the walls, who in case of any large body of 
trqops making their appearance immediately brought intelligence to me, 
when, on my waving a large white flag, the whole of the cattle in- 
stantly returned. The suwars who accompanied them, are, without any 
exception, the worst put up and most disorderly J}ody of troops, calling 
themselves a regiment, that 1 ever saw ; their horses ill-conditioned, their 
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arms auil accoutrements almost nominal, as each man dressed as he pleas- 
ed, aii'i a bayonet on the end of a stick, was the sole ^)liensive weapon of 
many of them, and this was the imperial guard gf the King of Aftghanistan 
— a rab))le of low caste Seiks. In making these remarks, l,beg my readers 
will not confound the above mentioned mob, w'ith what are generally de- 
nominated the Shah’s force, which is a body of troops officered from the 
line, and subsidized by the Cumj^any to the Shah, and w'ho, considering the 
many disadvantages they laboured under, and Ihb difficulty cncountcrcd^in 
obtaining recruits for them, are a most superior and efficient body. I bad 
associated with me at the gate, Rajah Jemuhl Sing, a man whose father 
was Privee of an extensive territory lying near Cashmere on the side of 
'rhibet, and who, when Shah Soojah in the year 1809 w'as a fugitive and 
exile, flying from the country he was unable to govern, received him most 
kindly, gave him all he asked for, and escorted him with honour and safety 
to Hindostaii, notwithstanding repeated orders from Runjeet Sing, his imme- 
diate feudal Lord, then in the zenith of his power, to give him up to him ; 
offering large rewards and increase of territory if he complied, and threaten- 
ing the severest punishment did he not. On his non-compliance, the Lion 
of Lahore sent a large army into his Raj, of which he deprived him, 
and seAt him and his sons to prison in Lahore, where the former soon 
died, flis two sons made their escape and joined Shall Soojah at Loodia- 
nah, accompanied him, on his unfortunate expedition in 1833, when he at- 
tempted to regain his country, and again in 1838 when betook a British 
army with him, expecting, on the Shah, lor whom they had lost every 
thing, regaining his empire, they would be put in some office wortliy their 
rank and descent, 'flieir Rjij brought in I’our lakhs of rupees, or forty 
thousand pounds a year, and on the King of Affghanistan re-ascending the 
tlinxic of his ancestors, he gave them munificently two rupees eight annas 
(five shillings) a day ! Verily you should not put your trust in Princes. 

This morning Mahomed Shireef’s fort was taken by a force sent out 
from cantonments, under command of Major Griffiths, 37th Rcgc. consist- 
ing of one company H. M. 4'lth (the Light) under Lieut. Jiabnii, one 
company 37th under Lieut. Stcir, and one company 5th Regt. N. I. under 
Lieut. Deas ; Capt. Rellcw, Deputy Assistant Quarter Master General, 
accomp' nied the detachment carrying the powder bags, for the purpose of 
blowing open the gates. The breach which had been reportec- practj/*able 
by the Executive Engineer, was attacked by one party, while another 
carried the powder bags for the purpose of attacking through the gates. 
Roth succeeded, but having driven the enemy from the gates and breach, 
they took to the houses iu the fort, and opened a brisk fire on our troo^is, 
killing and wounding several. Our men quickly advanced, and driving the 
enemy from their cover, occupied it themselves, but there bein^ a small 
W'icket in the rear of tke fort opening into the King’s garden, unknown to 
our troops, the rebels took to flight by that road. Lieut. Rahan, while 
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111 the act of gallantly encouraging his men, and waving l|)ia sword above 
his head, receivec^ a shot through his heart, which caused instant 
death. Lieut. Deas was ^lightly wounded by a ball in the head. Ma- 
jor Swayne, a ^enior oflicer, having arrived with reint'orcements, Major 
Ciriflitha made over the command of the garrison to that officer, and re- 
turned to cantonments. This small fort, from its commanding position, 
the Major General was most anxious to |akc possession of on the break- 
ing out of the rebellion, Uut Sir William Macnaghtcii objected to it on the 
ground that it would be impolitic to do so, to the detriment of the owner. 
Captain Mackenzie left cantonments with a small party of Jczailchies, for 
the purpose of keeping in check some of the enemy who had bcei\ observ- 
ed assembling in some walled gardens, on the south-west front of the 
Shah Bagh. These excellent Light Infantry succeeded to admiration in 
effecting their object, but with considerable loss to themselves. Towards 
the afternoon a ressallah of the Shah’s 2d Cavalry who had been thrown 
out on the Dey-maroo Hill, as a picquet of observation, fell back on two 
guns which were also placed in observation on the plain below, protected 
by a *«quadron Tith L. C. under Captain Blair of that corps. About ibis 
time a relief* of Cavalry being sent out from cantonments, was detained, in 
consequence of the enemy appearing in force on the hill, from whonce the 
picquet had just retired. Hearing this, Captain Anderson also w ent out to 
head the detachment of his liegiment, when a smart affair took place. Cap- 
tains Anderson and Blnir, Collycr commanding one troop 5th L. C., and one 
troop 2d Shah’s Cavalry accompanying them, gallantly drove tlic enemy 
before them, until their arrival at the extreme spur, when they came upon a 
small fort, which, from its peculiar localities, had been, until then, masked 
from their view. From this issued a large body of matchlock men, under 
whose support the enemy's cavalry rallied, and for a time forced bacl^our 
horse ; but the latter on reaching the side of the hill, where they were cover- 
ed from the fire of the matchlock men, were again rallied by Capt. Ander- 
son, who accompanied Capts. Bott and Collycr 5th L. C., and Capt. Walker 
commanding detachment 4th Local Horse, and about thirty of his own 
men, again returned to the spot, where they were met by about the 
same number of the enemy's cavalry, protected a short way in tlie 
rear by a strong body of matchlock men. The former immediately charg- 
ed, vhen a kand-to-hand encounter took place, in which both ofliccrs and 
men distinguished themselves greatly ; each oflicer being personally engag- 
ed, and Capt. Anderson killing four men with his own hand, one of whom 
was the brother of Abdullah Khan, one of the chief leaders of the insurrec- 
tiogi. But owing to the enemy’s matchlock men being in such great force, 
the small body of Irregular Cavalry were again obliged to fall back on their 
guns, tl^e detachment accompanying which had been further strengthened 
by two companies of the 37th N. 1. under that galkint oflicer Lieut. Haw'- 
trey. Again Capts. Anderson and Walker observing the enemy in posses- 
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sioii of Dey- raacoo Hill, ordering a part of their respective detachments to 
follow them, charged up towards the gorge, fully expe 9 ting to be support- 
ed. But this not being the case, and the enemy being in far too great 
strength to be attacked by them alone, they were again n^ost unwillingly 
compelled to fall back on their guns. 

Sickness had by this time begun to shew itself to an alarming extent 
among the troops in the Bala jHlissar. Above sixty sepoys of the 54th 
N. I. and many of the Shah's 6th had been attacked with pneumonia^ a 
disease of the chest, brought on by the exposure without clothes at this 
rigorous season, which generally carried them off in a couple of days, and 
what is worse, there was hardly a grain of medicine, or a single case of 
amputating instruments in the whole fort ! and this with gun-shot wounds 
occurring almost hourly. 

About this period a confidential servant of His Majesty’s brought in a re- 
port, that the Arabs, who composed a very large portion of the inhabitants 
of the fort, Intended rising, and after having massacred all the troops in the 
place, to give it over into the hands of the rebels. As a proof of this being 
their design, he shewed that they were already sending their wives and 
families away into the country, fearing that should any fighting ^nsue, they 
might cume to harm. The king, who weakly placed credence in ahnost every 
report that was brought him, however improbable or ridiculous, became 
or seemed to become, excessively alarmed, and immediately seized the 
head of the Arab clan, as a hostage for their good behaviour, at thd same 
time sending down strict orders to me to be very particular in allowing 
no woman or child to leave the fort. Had the more vigorous and energe- 
tic measure been taken of turning every native out of the fort, were he 
Arab or Affghan, the salvation of the whole force might have been the 
result. Although all sorts of grain and other supplies were hardly pro- 
curable in the shops of the bazar, yet it was known beyond a doubt that 
the private dwelling houses, of which latter there were above a thousand 
in the fort, had each of them a four or six months' supply stored in their 
granaries. But no ; this was not His Majesty’s game, and the withering 
hand of feebleness, which seemed at this period to guide and govern all 
our actions, did not even point out the necessity of its being put into 
execution. There would have been no oppression, no tyranny in so doing, 
as the price of every grain would have been punctually paid, and the 
Affghans and Arabs in the fort each having friends or relatives living in 
the city, would have been received by them with open arms. 

Nov. 7th. — In consequence of the refusal of the king to allow any women 
or children to leave the fort, they collected in crowds before the house of the 
wuzeer, and with tears and lamentations prayed for permission to depart, 
exclaiming that they were not the wives of wealthy people, ^ut only 
of those poorer classes who were totally unable to purchase the means of 
subsistence. After much arguing, the wuzeer went to the king, who sent 



XARRV'WVE OF TH^ EVENTS TN CADIJL. Ixxiii 

• •» 

him down to me with a confidential Shahgaasee, one of thccfew who had re- 
mained with him^ paving orders that after examining the women and as- 
certaining that they weregiot the families of Arabs, to allow them to pro- 
ceed. In this, way seven hundred and fifty of the fair sex passed out. 
The examination of them was no slight matter, as, with the excep- 
tion of females of the worst description, no women, in Aifghanistan, 
ever shew their faces or a single part^of their bodies; being entirely 
covered by a dress called a “Boorqu,” resembling a sack open at the 
bottom, with open work over the eyes and mouth, for the purposes of 
seeing and breathing. [Our correspondence with cantonments has now 
become very limited, a stray hurkaru stealing out at night and returning 
before day-break with the answer, being now our only means of commu- 
nication. The Afghans having means of reading all English correspon- 
dence, French or Latin were now the medium of all secrets. J 

Mohun Lall, and the Naib Shereef, (an account of whom 1 formerly gave,) 
were our news-givers from the city, and always kept us well acquainted 
Wr'ith what was going on, telling us when any powerful chief or body of 
men arrived, and did all in their power to create a diversion iu our favour, 
by g<‘iiniug*over some sirdars to our side, but unsuccessfully. 

November 8th. — On the 7th, a party of the enemy having succeeded iu 
eluding the vigilance of the sentries, contrived to conceal Iheinsolves un- 
der the south-west wall of Mahomed Shireel’s fort, so as to be iu a great 
measure screened from the fire and observation of the garrison. Under the 
wfills of all Alfghaii forts, there is usually a great deal of what Military 
men call “dead ground.” Here they had commenced mining, and had 
made suflicient progress for one man to conceal himself, when, fortunately 
for us, being discovered, a volley was poured in upon them from the w'alls, 
and the whole, wdth the exception of one man wdio was in the mine, took 
to flight. 'Hie latter also, although one of II. M. llth, was placed for 
the express purpose of opposing his departure, contrived in the course of 
the evening to escape. 

Cii'cat alarm began to be excited in the minds of all, by the scarcity of 
food in cantonments, which was already severely felt. The great mass of 
camp followers (some 13,000) and all the troops were put on half rations ; 
and although Captains Boyd and Johnson made most strenuous efforts to 
Gbtiyp supplies from the surrounding country, yet up to this time they had 
come iu but slowly. The latter ofllcer, however, having still some of his 
Afighan servants remaining with him, w^as enabled to hold communication 
with the chiefs of the neighbouring villages, and by the greatest exertion 
' on^his part, laid the foundation of that fund of supply which formed our 
whole support during this eventful siege. 

The enemy made an attempt to take the Ghuznee gate of the Bala 
Hissar, and at the same time take the two guns lying under the lyalls, 
and in both cases signally failed. They brought no artillery with them ; in 
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fact they had Ixit two punR, which were taken in Captain Warlnirton*s 
house in the city, and these, they know not how to aerye. 

Nov. 9th. — Late this evening orders arrived, for the departure, danng 
the night, of Brigadier Shelton, accompanied by the detachment H. M. 
44th, Shah's 6th, and one gun H. A., one mountain train. Accordingly 
this morning at about four a. m., the above troops set out, and arrived ere 
day-break at cantonments, witho^it having met with any opposition on the 
road, although a ludicrous incident that oceurreti was nearly sending t|^e 
whole detachment back to the Bala Hissar. The Brigadier being a little 
way ahead of the column, observed, on reaching Seah Sing, what he 
thought vwas a party of the enemy’s jezailchies, and was about to order a 
retreat, when a young officer who had ridden on ahead returned and re- 
ported the supposed enemy to be some harmless pariah dogs ! 

The king is getting worse and worse ; he has quite lost his self-posses- 
sion. If he is acting a part, he certainly performs it admirably. He has 
warned the women in his seraglio, amounting in number to eight hundred 
and sixty, that in the event of the cantonment falling into the hands of 
the rebels, he should administer poison to them all. Major Ewart, 54th 
Regiment N. I., (Brigadier Shelton having departed,) had assumed com- 
mand df the garrison ; and the disposition of the troops in it, is now as 
follows: — At the Ghuznee gate, two companies 54th, one gun H. A.; at 
the centre square, above the palace, two companies 54tb, two guns H. A., 
one twelve pounder howitzer, and one five-and-half-inch mortar; a little 
below, another mortar of the same calibre is placed along with a nine-poun- 
dcr of the King’s. The Seik horse are encamped in the square also. At the 
Lahore gate with Lieut. Melville one hundred men, 54th, fifty jezailchies, 
and one six-pounder, and a small iron gun of the King’s. On -the upper 
tower of the Hissar, commanding the whole, one hundred, 54th, one hun- 
dred jezailchies, and one gun, mountain train. The remainder are in re- 
serve in the Palace square, every man knowing his post in case of alarm. 

We were thus prepared at all points, and ready to give the enemy, 
should they come, a warm reception. On this day all the troops in the 
Bala Hissar were put upon half rations, in consequence of the great supplies 
of atta required to be sent into cantonments, where they were even worse 
off than we were here ; and Captain Kirby had orders to store all he could 
lay hands on, and hold it in readiness for despatch at even«A moiqent’s 
notice. This active officer did all that lay in his power, and four hundred 
maunds of grain were immediately ready for cantonments. 

Nov. 10th. — This morning opened brightly and auspiciously for us, and 
it proved though a bloody, yet a glorious day. ^ 

Sir William Macnaghten, accompanied by his Military Secretary (Capt. 
liswrence) was standing at the bastion of cantonments, when the;^ observ- 
ed considerable bodies of the enemy, both infantry and cavalry, moving 
under the Seah Sung hills for the purpose, as they supposed, of taking pos- 

1 * 
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session of the Reika Bashee’s* and three other forts in the.neigbbourhood. 
Sir William immej^iately went to the General, and strongly advised him 
to be beforehand with thejn, by occupying and instantly garrisoning the 
said forts. Thjis both the General and Brigadier Shelton, who was present, 
demurred at, observing that they could not afford the loss of men 
which would be consequent on such an undertaking. Sir William re- 
plied, Sir, if you take them not to-^y, you must do so with three- 
fold loss to-morrow.” The General then said, “ Will you take the res- 
ponsibility ?" and received in reply, “On my shoulders be it.” Ac- 
cordingly, a detachment of the following strength was ordered to be in 
readiness for the purpose of immediately putting into execution tl)C above- 
mentioned design: 11. M. 44th, 37th N. L, Shah’s dth and two six-poun- 
ders, 1 mountain train gun, under Lieut. Eyre, the whole commanded by 
Brigadier Shelton. 

They left cantonments at about eleven a. m., embrasures having been 
previously cut in the wall of the mission compound for the purpose 
of placing in position two guns, from w'hich, and the north bastion, a 
heavy fire was opened on the Rceka Bashec fort, while the party under 
Brigadier Shelton, advanced to the attack. At this time, not only were the 
enemy in g*'eat strength inside the fort, but they had taken possession^f every 
ditch and piece of broken ground commanding its approach, from which our 
party suffered great annoyance. The fort had its principal gateway facing 
the iBorth-east, and also a small wicket south. Brigadier Shelton deter- 
mined on blowing open the latter with powder bags, which was accordingly 
done i and the enemy being more intent on protecting the former, against 
which they evidently expected our chief attack would be made, as also 
from its being more covered from our fire from cantonments, a small party 
of H. M. 44th under Mackerell and AlcCrea, and a few sepoys 37th 1. 
under Captain W^estmacott, followed by Lieut, and Adjutant Bird, of the 
Shah s 6th, had effected their entrance, almost before the enemy were 
aware of it. Most unfortunately at this time, and without any order giveu, 
a bugle from the outside sounded the retreat : the remainder of the 
detachment outside immediately faced to the right about, and com- 
menced retreating to cantonments ; thus leaving the party inside 
without any support, which was to a man cut up, with the excep- 
tioji^ of Lieutenant Bird, and one sepoy 37th, who luckily got shelter in a 
small stable, and most gallantly maintained his position for a space of some 
minutes in the following manner : — having effected his entrance, he in- 
stantly barred the door, Lieut. B. had his own two barrelled gun and the 
s^oy hb musket ; the former fired through the chink of the door while 
the latter loaded the other, and thus did he keep up a constant fire while 
at the same time anxiously watching the proceedings of the enemy who, 


The name ol the head of a tribe of A^^ghan^. 
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as they had nliv^ady sustained a great loss, imagining the party to be of 
some strength, and fearing the return of our troops, h^ commenced a re- 
treat through the large gateway. By this time,pur troops outside ha?/ing 
rallied, had returned to the attack, and found the enemy \n full retreat ; 
then J3rigadier Shelton, leaving a small party to garrison the fort, quickly 
followed the fugitives, who, as they passed the other forts lying to the 
eastward were joined by the different garrisons, through the whole of 
whom a panic had spread. Brigadier Shcltoif continued the pursi^it 
till close upon the Seah Sung hill, were feigning a retreat, the ene- 
my rallied and came down boldly upon him. Our guns, loaded with 
grape and canister, gave them so warm a reception, that they instantly 
turned and fled over the Seah Sung hill, thus leaving us in clear posses- 
sion of the whole of the country immediately to the east and north- 
east of cantonments. Brigadier Shelton’s first thought was to send small 
parties into the different forts to search for the enemy’s stores of grain, 
which they were supposed to have laid up for the winter ; and fortunately 
one was found to possess several hundred maunds, between six and sevcu 
hundred of wliich were the next day brought in by the Commissariat, an 
equal quantity having fallen into the hands of our sepoys and camp fol- 
lowers.* About five I*. M. the troops returned to cantoumenis, leaving 
a garrison in the Reeka Basliee’s fort, having blown up the bastion of, and 
set fire to the remainder of the forts. Our loss was severe ; Col. Mac- 
kerell, IT. M. 44th, died of the wounds he had received, w^hile undctgoiug 
amputation. Captain McCrea of the same Corps, was, along with twen- 
ty-six of his men, cut to pieces, .as also Captain Westmacott and seve- 
ral sepoys of the 3rd ; G3 of II. M. 44th were also w'ounded, five of whom 
afterwards died. After the success of this day, the garrison of Zoolfar 
Khan's fort, immediately in the rear of the mission compound, became al- 
so alarmed for their safety, and the Chief sent in a message to Sir William, 
to say, that he would be happy to make it over to our troops in the event 
of our promising not to destroy it. This was accordingly done, and a 
company garrisoned it the same night. A report was brought in this same 
evening to the General, that Mahomed Khan’s fort was garrisoned but by 
20 men, and although this was from aii eye-witness, it was taken no notice 
of. 

Nov. llth and 12th. — The enemy remaining quiet during thei« two ^ays, 
the Commissariat were actively engaged ip getting in large supplies from 
the village of I)ey Maroo, and the confidence with which the villagers 
came forward, plainly shewed the good clfect of even the little successes of 
the 10th. , 

Nov. 13th. — ^Thc enemy in force occupied the hill of Dey Maroo, and 
opened a fire on the cantonments, from two field pieces at 12 or 1 a. m. 
Sir W. Macnaghten svnt Capt. Lawrence to the General to beg that a 
force might be sent out to dislodge them, and urge the fatal consequences 
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ihiit musi arise, from our thus allowiug ourselves to t^e bearded. He 
accordingly went, and delivered Sir William’s message, but it being received 
cokUy> Capt. L. returned,^ and requested Sir William to go in person, if he 
wished his object carried out. He did so, and found the greatest difficulty 
in getting the necessary orders issued, as Brigadier Shelton was so warm in 
his opposition, and threw such difficulties in the way, that it was not until 
Sir William had used such strong language, as to leave any reply out 
of the question, saying,* ** That if those guns were not taken to-day at 
ali risks, to-morrow the loss of cantonments might be the result” — that 
the required order was given. The detachment (consisting of strength un- 
known and) under command of Brigadier Shelton, proceeded at al^oiit four 
i\ M. to the Dey Maroo hill, and were received by a brisk fire from 
the Aifghans, but no sooipcr had our party ascended half-way up 
the hill, when the greater portion of the enemy took to flight. One 
large and well-mounted body of Cavalry, however, still remained per- 
fectly stationary, on the top of the spur of the hill by which the as- 
cent wjis being made, until the advance, headed by Major Thain, had 
nearly reached the summit, when a portion of them made so gallant 
and impetuous a charge, as momentarily to strike terror into the hearts of 
the party, who, being thrown into a state of confusion, again doscended 
the hill with thb Aflghan Cavalry in the midst of them. Here they 
were met by the Reserve, behind w'hom they rallied, and with redoubled 
force,* again drove the enemy up the hill. Captain Hamilton and Lieutenant 
LcGeyt, Adjutant, Shah’s 2d Cavalry, with parties of their respective corps, 
continued the pursuit with the greatest spirit. The Aflghan artillerymen 
were, during this time, busily engaged in dragging away their guns, and 
had succeeded in getting one of them half w ay down the kill, the other be- 
ing still on the summit. The latter was captured ; a dash was also made 
for the other gun, which w^as likewise taken ; but as it was now dusk and 
there were no spare horses to draw it away, it was spiked, and capsized 
down the hill. The enemy had fled with great rapidity towards the city, 
and our own party were returning, having attained their object, to canton- 
ment, when a portion of the former rallied and followed them, firing upon 
them repeatedly, until their arrival at the very gates. The result of this 
day’s work, notwithstanding the momentary check our party had received 
at ^he outset, instilled fresh spirits into the whole of our garrison, as it 
would l}e hoped that a tenfold vigour would now be infused into our 
military counsels, which might speedily extricate us from the perils by 
which we were, day after day, becoming more surrSunded. The shelling 
tl^e city, which continued to be carried on from the batteries in the Bala 
riissar, produced but little effect. Ameeu Ullah Khan, whose house was 
always the principal object of the gunners, immediately on the firing 
commencing, left his abode and went into that o]^ a friend, and although 
the shelling continued for some hours together, yet but five or six people 
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\verc geucrally the average of killed or wounded. The above mentioned 
Khan was the most iuQuential and powerful leader of the insurrection ; 
owing to his wealth, and the large extent of territory ^e was chief of, he 
was looked up to by all, as the main-spring of the rebellion — Lord of the 
Loghur valley, and having some thousand followers obeying his nod, bis 
open declaration at an early period in favour of the insurrection, caused 
him at once to be looked upon by all, as he whose authority was to be res- 
pected and feared; old, palsy-struck, and spcechlo^s, he was still powerful. 
He had been deprived by Dost Mahomed Khan of his territory and bV 
nished to Candahar, but being one of the first to join Shah Soojeah on his 
arrival, he»was, by the influence of Sir William Macnaghten, reinstated in 
his estates, and his gratitude was entering into a conspiracy to murder 
him ! ! 

Nov. 15th. — This morning Major E. Pottinger, C. B., Political Agent, 
Turkistan Frontier, and Lieut, llaughton. Adjutant 4th Regt. S. S. F, both 
severely wounded, arrived from Charekar, bringing the harrowing intelli- 
gence, that the whole of the unfortunate corps lately stationed there, and 
every officer, save themselves, had fallen victims to the sanguinary rebels. 
After a struggle carried on with the greatest bravery and deteriyination on 
the one^side, and the most blood-thirsty ferocity on the other ; a(jLer having 
undergone hardships and privations, suffering the one with patience, the 
other with endurance, out of seven officers and six hundred brave men, with 
their wives and families, two of the former, and a few stragglers of the lat- 
ter, have returned to tell the melancholy tale. 

To relate fully the particulars of this heart-rending narrative would, 
from the want of all notes or even memoranda on the subject, be impossi- 
ble ; but to bear testimony to the bravery, the self-devoteduess of the offi- 
cerS| and until maddened by hunger and thirst, the obedient alacrity 
of the men, is a task which my pen, however feeble, shall still attempt 
to pourtray. 

It appears that the insurrection did not fully develop itself in that quar- 
ter, until the 3d instant, when a number of chiefs having come to a con- 
ference at Major Pottinger’s fort, about four miles from the place where 
the 4th liegt. was stationed, managed to entice Lieutenant Rattray, Major 
Pottiiiger’s assistant, into the garden, when one of their number deliberately 
shot him. Upon this, Major P. immediately barricaded his fqrt, and with 
his small number of personal guards, contrived to baffle all the attempts of 
the insurgents until the night of the 4th, when he managed to effect his 
escape to the fort in^irhich the 4th Regt. commanded by Captain Codring- 
ton, were besieged. He found the garrison, although they had a few flag’s 
provisions, yet sadly straightened for want of water, the only place from 
which the latter was procurable, being two miles distant from the canton- 
ment fort ! On the 5thj Capt. Codrington, accompanied by Major Pottinger, 
made a gallant sortie, driving the cnemv before them for some miles, 
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but meianctioly to relate, the former received a woun^l, of which he 
afterwards died, and the latter a ball in the leg, from which he is, even 
iiovt^ six months after the^event, suffering severely ; Lieutenant Salisbury, 
quarter maste^ having been killed the day before, when gallantly leading 
a detachment for the relief of Major Pottinger’a party. 

By the 12th, a small supply of water which had been stored up by 
Captain Codrington wtis entirely consuijied, and the troops during the 
wjiole of that and the following day, suffered the torments of an un- 
quenchable thirst. The artillerymen, composed entirely of Seiks, had 
deserted in a body to the enemy, the jemadar, who commanded them, 
having previously severely wounded Lieut. Haughton. In this ^itate the 
men, nearly each of whom had a wife and family, decided on a sally for 
water, the want of which, and the very desperate state of affairs had 
destroyed all order. 

On the evening of the 1.3th, Ensign Rose, with the exception of Dr. 
Grant, the medical officer, being the only one left unwounded, headed the 
Regt. (who had loaded themselves with treasure, and every sort of dis- 
posable property,) for the purpose of sallying to the water, and then pro- 
ceeding asjbest they could to cantonment at Cabool, a distance of forty-two 
miles. The men rushed to the springs, and lying on the ground eager- 
ly drank, while h party, consisting of Major Pottinger and Lieutenant 
Haughton, both suffering severely from their wounds, and the latter of 
whom had just undergone amputation of his arm, accompanied by a 
few Sepoys, proceeded as a sort of advanced guard in front, expecting to be 
followed by the main body of the Regiment. However, after proceeding 
some way, all trace of the rear party Being gone. Major Pottinger and 
his young companion taking unfrequented bye-paths, at day-light found 
themselves more than half way on their road, having providentially escap- 
ed molestation. During the day they lay concealed in the bed of a small 
watercourse in the mountains without food of any kind, and the next night, 
after many hair-breadth escapes, having passed, unrecognized, through the 
midst of the city, arrived at five and a half a. m. in cantonments exhausted 
beyond description, having ridden forty-two miles ; one officer, with a fresh 
ball wound through his leg, the other, having had his arm just ampu- 
tated ; the latter officer had again to suffer this painful operation. 

I^rom alUthat can be gathered from the reports brought in, it appears, 
that the devoted corps had struggled on to Kar Durra, gallantly headed 
by Ensign Rose and Dr. Grant, where it was cut to pieces. The former 
officer fell, having first killed four of the enemy with his own hand, and 
t^e latter, although he contrived to escape from their murderous hands at 
Kar Durra, yet just as he had arrived in sight of the haven of his hopes, 
within three miles of cantonments, was massacred by some wood-cutters, 
and thus fell, the young, the gifted, the talented^ and the brave; peace 
and honour to their ashes ! To add to the gloomy horrors, which daily 
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crowded upon ,us, reports reached us about this time of the murder of 
Captain Woodburn, 5th Shah’s, at Shekhabad, three marches to the north- 
ward of Ghuznee, when in charge of a detachment, consisting of one hun- 
dred-thirty men of the Shah’s 3rd, proceeding on furlough to PTindoostan. 
They had left Ghuznee two days previous, and ere information of the 
insurrection had reached that fortress. It appears that the Khan of She- 
khabad, who professed to be ^is friend, had made known to him the 
events in progress at the capital, and for security invited him and Ijis 
party inside his fort, swearing at the same time, on the Koran, that 
he would protect him to the last extremity; with a full reliance on 
this map’s sworn promises. Captain Woodburn and his party availed them- 
selves of the Khan’s offer. No sooner, howxver, had this unprincipled 
barbarian got the whole party in his power, than he shut them up in a 
confined square, in his fort, and he and his men from some tower com- 
manding the interior, savagely shot the whole party to death. In this 
manner perished as good and gallant an oflicer as ever drew sword. It 
may be remembered, by those conversant with the late history of Aff- 
ghanistan, that Captain Woodburn was the oflicer who so gallantly led his 
.500 bayonets, at Secunderabad on the banks of the Helm mid/ sustaining 
the att^-ck for several hours, and finally defeating and putting to flight, 
the united rebel forces of Audi ter and Akram Khan, airfounting to nearly 
live thousand men. 

Nov. IGlh . — The enemy are daily in the habit of making their appear- 
ance on the Dcy Maroo Mills, at about 12 or 1 p. m., when our men have 
invariably to line the ramparts, and remain there till sunset, our guns in 
the meantime playing upon any*bodies of the enemy who may approach 
within their range. Parties of Kohistanees, day after day, ravage the 
village of Dcy Maroo, the inliahitants of which place have been of so much 
assistance to the commissariat in bringing in provisions for them, from the 
surrounding country ; so that it is now with the greatest difficulty any 
of them can be induced, even with the offer of high rewards, to render 
farther aid. To-day, while the Shah’s Commissariat were making their 
purchases, they were suddenly surprised by a body of those mountaineers, 
when not only were three or four of them killed, but also some of the 
Affghan villagers severely wounded, and grain and cattle carried off. 

Nov. 17th. — Sir William Macnaghten wrote to Col. Palmer,* 27th, com- 
manding garrison of Ghuznee, urging him to forward expresses to Capt. 
Rawlinson, Political Agent, Candahar, and Capt. Leech, Political Agent 
Khclat-i-Ghilzie, desiring them to send up ail the troops that they could 
possibly spare, and pointing out our exiremely critical situation. ^ 

^3jpkunder Khan, Abdool Salaam, Atta Mahomed, and Abdullah Khan, 
sent a letter to the king, wishing to enter into negociations with him. 
The king replied, that if they wanted to treat they must send a respect- 
able and confidential man, and not a scrap of paper. The first of these 
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cliiefs, ia tLc brother of Ameenoollali Khan, a description of whom I have 
before given. Abdool Salaam, and Atta Mahomed, were two of the prin- 
cipaj * leaders of the insurrection and of Abdoollah Khan Atchukzye. 
Tlie immediate cause of the outbreak was a letter from him addressed to 
the chiefs of the greatest inlluence in Cabul, apprising them that it was 
the intention of His Majesty and Sir William Macnaghten, to seize them and 
send them to London ! The plot was af first confined to but a few, but. 
success having attended* their first efforts, the insurrection immediately 
spread all over Afighanistan. Sir Alexander Burncs calling on Sir Wil- 
liam the evening of the 1st, congratulated the Envoy on the tranipiillity of 
the country ! He as well as all others, being totally taken in. tThe chief 
leaders of the rebellion were, up to this day, the loudest in their professions 
of friendship, and most frequent in their attendance at Sir William’s house. 
'I’hey met the day before at the houB^of the above-mentioned Abdoollah 
Khan, and suddenly resolved on their traitorous designs ; they relied on 
their own followers and the inllammable dispositions of the people of Cabul. 
'riiey first gave out that it was the order of His Majesty to ptit all infidels 
to death, and this of course gained them many adherents. They forged 
orders from the king for our destruction, by the w’ell-known process of 
washing cut the writing from a genuine letter Jind leaving flie seal. 
The people rose,* and the rebellion burst like a thunder-bolt upon us. 
And Sir William’s own words, in a letter to Government, were, “ F have 
often •foretold to Government the likelihood of a rebellion taking place, 
and the disturbed and disaffected nature of the populace ; but little did I 
anticipate the extent to which such an outbreak could be carried, and still 
less did I foresee the concurrence of calamitous circumstances which 
paralyzed our powder, and rendered the rebellion triumphant.” 

Intelligence arrived to-day of General Sale’s brigade having martihcd 
from Gundamuck for Jellalabad, which destroys all our hopes of relief from 
that quarter; the measure was much the wisest and best that could he 
pursued at such a period. If he had retrograded, (had he ever arrived in 
cantonments it must have been with the loss of half his Brigade ;) he 
would have had to fight his way through all the different Passes between 
his position and Cabul, and the measure instead of benefiting, would have 
injured our cause. By taking up a strong position at Jellalabad, he will 
be g;^abled t» keep up the communication with Hindostan, w Inch else must 
be entirely cut off. 

Nov. 18th. — Our shelling from the Balia Hissar has, I lear, but little effect, 
and the attempts to fire the city with carcasses, was a decided failure. A 
rej^ort was brought down to the king, that the Jemadar of Jczailchies, 
who commanded at the upper tower, had deserted his post during the 
night with two petty officers of the guard. At this, His Majesty was 
extremefy enraged, and immediately ordered the relief of the whole party, 
sending up in their room Roliillas from the Pcshawur territory, the most 
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faithful and attached troops in his service. Most lucky was it that he did 
so, as it was discovered, from secret information sent during the day, 
by Mohuii Lall, that tlie traitor had sold the tow^r to the rebel Sirdari^ for 
100 gold mohurs. The man returned in the evening, and, when question- 
ed, answered with the utmost sang froidf that he had only been on private 
business into the city, and angrily demanded why he had been deprived of 
his command ? He was heavily ironed and plunged into the fort prison. 
Mohun Lall said he had promised to give up the #ower that same night, to 
a party of the enemy who were to come round by the back of the hill. 
Had this plot succeeded, we should have lost the Balia Hissar. 

Accounts from Jellalabad stating, that Sale had had a glorious fight 
there, and defeated the enemy with serious loss, had strengthened his 
position, was getting in supplies fast, and that he was good against all 
Affghanistan for months. ^ ^ 

A detachment was warned to take Mahomed Khan's fort this evening, 
and all was in readiness for the expedition, when, melancholy to relate, 
the order was, for reasons best known to the authorities, countermanded 
on the eve of execution ! 

Nov. 22d. — 1’he enemy still continue daily to take up a position in the 
village fend the hill of Dey Maroo, thereby not only putting a atop to our 
commissariat purchases, but, from the proximity of the 'village to the mis- 
sion compound, greatly annoying the troops located there. We have now, 
however, through the exertions of the commissariat, got twenty days* sup- 
plies at half ration to the troops and non-combatants in store, wdiich will 
enable us to hold out until the anticipated relief from Candahar arrives. 
This day the General ordered out a detachment under Major Swayiie, for 
tlie purpose of occupying the village of Dey Maroo ; the pjirty was, however, 
fore^allcd by the enemy, and after a fruitless attempt to dislodge them, 
they were under the necessity of returning late in the evening to canton- 
ments, having lost tu'O men H. A. and Lieut. Eyre wounded. 

Nov. 23d. — In conformity with orders issued late last night, the following 
detachment, four comps. H. M. 44th, four comps. 37th N. I., .“ith N. L, one 
squadron r)th L. C., one ditto Anderson's H. one hundred Sappers and Mi- 
ners, with one 6-pounder, left cantonments at two a. m. under command of 
Brigadier Shelton, accompanied by Captains Troup and Mackenzie, acting 
staff, for the purpose of driving the enemy out, and taking possession of^Dey 
Maroo. The Brigadier’s plan of attack w^as to gain during the night pos- 
session of the hill immediately over the village, and from that commanding 
position, to make a descent upon it. The hill was gained by five a. m., and 
the troops Remained there until close upon dawn, when a cluster of the 
enemy being perceived around their watchfires in the village, our gun (the 
only one taken) opened upon them ; this was followed by a volley from a 
))art of the detachment, w hich quickly spread a panic through the enemy, 
a great portion of whom, fearing a nearer encounter, took speedily to 
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flight. After two or three more rounds from the gun, .day having bro- 
ken, Brigadier Shjlton desired Major Swayne, with a small party of Euro- 
peans and three compani^ of his own corps, to attack the village. In the 
meantime, th^ noise of the firing having reached the city, some of the 
Sirdars had collected their followers, and were beginning to make 
their appearance at the further end of the Dey Maroo hill, ^ in the 
direction of Kulla Balund, when the. Brigadier, leaving Major Ker- 
shaw, H. M. 13th L. •!., in command of a small party of 37th Kegt. 
to retain possession of the knoll over the village, proceeded with his 
detachment, and. the gun, immediately over the gorge w'hich separated 
him from that portion of the height occupied by the enemy, .where he 
took up his position. Major Swa3me, in obedience to the Brigadier’s or- 
ders, descended to the attack on the village, but having missed his road 
wandered to a part of the wall where there was a wicket, w^eakly barricad- 
ed, when having but a few men, and being himself shot through the neck 
he retired up the liill, thus defeating the principal object of the expedi- 
tion. The enemy now began momentarily to increase on the hill oppo- 
site the Brigadier’s position ; and alSb collected in great numbers principal- 
ly cavalry^ in the plain to the North-w'est. For a considerable time our 
gun kept ^he enemy at bay ; but eventually, from the incessaot fwiiig, the 
vent became so fiot that the artillerymen could not serve it; of this the 
enemy’s infantry on the height from behind the breastworks, ivhich they 
had thrown up with incredible rapidity, did not fail to take advantage, and 
with their long juzails, dealt death among our troops, while the muskets 
of the latter were almost harmless, from the foe being out rd' their 
range. 

Bctw'een the Brigadier’s position and the bottom of the gorge were 
several small hillocks, which extended more than half way down the ascent. 
Under cover of these the enemy were enabled to crawl a considerable w'ay 
up without being perceived by our party, w ho w’ere at that time siifrering 
severely from the fire on the opposite hill. It is here with great sorrow 
and reluctance 1 am obliged to state, that the detachment became almost 
panic struck, so that when the Brigadier, perceiving the enemy's progress 
up the hill, ordered them to advance and repel them, not a man, European 
or native, w ould stir ; notwithstanding the repeated and urgent entreaties 
of 4}ieir immediate commanding ofilicers. Here fell Capt. Mackintosh, 5th 
N. I. and Brigade Major of Shelton’s Brigade, and Lieutenant Laiiig, 27th 
N. I., whilst striving, by their gallant example, to compel the men to 
advance. Here also were wounded Lieutenants Evans and Swinton, H. 
IVI^ 44th, whilst gloriously employed in the same task. The enemy were 
not unobservant of this, and with loud shouts rushed at, and captured 
the gum Our men retreated along the crest of the hill in the greatest con- 
fusion. r must here, however, pay a tribute tq^ the gallant conduct of 
the men of the H. A., who notwithstanding the bad example shewn them 
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by their compaviions in arms, maintained their ground until overpow* 
cred by numbers. 

At this time, and while our troops were thi|,s behaving, the eneigiy’s 
cavalry in the plain had been thrown into great confusion by their chief 
Abdoollah Khan Atchukzye being mortally wounded, and had themselves 
commenced a disorderly flight. Our party having retreated about one 
hundred and lifty paces rallied, ai^d seeing that the gun w.as in possession oi' 
but a mere handful of the enemy, again advanced, and recaptured it, the 
enemy carrying olT with them the limber and horses. The Attghans, bo'th 
cavalry and infantry, continued their retreat with the gr^test precipita- 
tion towards the city ; but being there met by a very considerable rein- 
forcement, crowded a second time to the former scene of action, while 
llrigadier Shelton still maintained his first position. 

In the meantime, perceiving from Cantonments what biid occurred, the 
Major General sent out to the llrigadicr fresh horses and a limber, as also 
some loads of ammunition ; the enemy could not be less now than six 
thousand infantry on the hill, and the whole plain to the north-west was 
completely blackened W'ith their cavalry. 'I'hey had evidently determined 
on this day to make one desperate ellort to rid themselves of th(ur Fering- 
hee rukrs. Our G-pounder again opened its murderous dischiarge upon 
them, while they in return with their long juzails mowcld down our ranks 
in numbers. Not a head could shew itself but it was an instant mark for 
the too unerring aim of the foe ; again did our men become panic struck. 
Their officers urged, entreated, and implored them to uphold the well-esta- 
blished credit of the llritish arms, and to advance so as to bring the enemy 
within range of their muskets, but although many a noble example was set 
them by their olllccrs, not a man w^as found to second them. Again were 
Largcbportions of the enemy perceived at their former manveuvre of crawling 
up the hill, on the summit of which, no sooner had they made their ap- 
pearance, than the whole of the detachment fled in the greatest dismay — 
nor stopped from their fcar-impellcd flight until brought up by the walls 
of Cantonments, when the General in person attempted to rally them, but 
in vain. The men of 11. M. <14 ih, native infantry, and cavalry mingled in 
one confused mass, spread horror and dismay through the Cantonments, 
and had the enemy followed up their success by a bold attack on them, 
frightful indeed must have been the result ; as it was, they seamed almost 
astonished with their own success, and after mutilating in a dreadful man^ 
ner the many bodies left on the hill, they retired with exulting shouts to 
the city. 

In concluding the account of this disastrous event, I cannot refrain from 
oficring a few comments on the immediate causes of so signal and bloody 
i\ defeat as was here suffered by a body of eleven hundred British troops, 
led on by their owm itnmediatc officers in as gallant a manner, as ever 
troops were led. The great, the fatal error, the first and most important 
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cause ofULis sad day’s reverse, the most bloody for the numbers employed 
in the annals of Anglo^Asiatic warfare, was the small proportion of artil- 
lery sent out on •the occasion. 1 grant the enemy were nine thousand 
strong ; 1 grant that a panic was struck into the hearts of nearly all our 
troops engaged ; but from what cause ? Had one more gun accompanied 
the detachment, there ie^not a doubt on the minds of any of the spectators 
of, or actors in the struggle, that the r^ult would have been widely dif- 
ferent. Our artillery is*the most effective and terror-striking arm of our 
force. There was no scarcity of either materiel or guns in Cantonments, 
and yet a dJjUment of the above strength was, in direct defiance of 
general ordenMi the subject, allowed to leave its fortifications, and en- 
counter this superior enemy with only a single piece of artillery! The 
consequences are evident enough, the vent gets heated, it misses fire at a 
time when a brisk discharge of grape or canister might have changed the 
fate of the day, and all is lost! Flight — a dishonorable and disastrous 
flight— ensues ; and the conviction which, until this moment, had pervaded 
the hearts of the Affghans, of the discipline and obedience, even unto 
death of our troops, European and Native, is gone ! 

Here amidst so much that was condemnable, let me again bear just and 
heartfelt testimony to the behaviour of that brave though small body 
of men, whose cotiduct on this and every other occasion during the war was 
that of a band of heroes, and who, preferring death to dishonour, met their 
fate nobly fighting to the last for the gun they had so ably served. J 
alluded to the II. A., w'hcn Serjeant Mulhall and six gunners, whose names 
1 feel deep sorrow I cannot here record, sword in hand awaited the ad- 
vance of the foe, and it was not until they saw themselves alone iu the 
midst of thousands of the enendy, that they dashed at full gallop, cut- 
ting their way through them down the hill ; and though surrounded by 
cavalry and infantry, yet they managed to bring their gun safely to till 
plain, where, however, only three of them being alive, and they desperate- 
ly wounded, they w'ere obliged to leave it, and contrived to reach Can- 
tonments, to the great joy of all who had anxiously witnessed their gallant 
efforts from the walls. So gallant did Sir William Macnaghten consider 
the behaviour of the above named Sergeant, of which from the ramparts 
he was an eye witness, and his conduct having been previously meri- 
toi^ous, thi^ he promised to bring the same to the notice of Government, 
in the hope of obtaining some preferment worthy his great desert. 

It may be remembered, that a detachment was left under the command 
of Major Kershaw, H. M. 13th, consisting of 3d Comp. 37th N. I., over 
tl^e village of Dey Maroo ; and it is indeed a gratification to be enabled 
to except this party, from the sweeping condemnation passed on the 
others. Owing to the admirable dispositions of this able and gallant officer, 
assisted* by Lieutenant Haw trey, although bearing the brunt of repeated 
attacks of large bodies of the enemy for several hours, yet he nobly 
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maintained his jrosition. Nor was it until he saw our troops (till then, 
concealed by the hill from his view) in a disorderly tjight on the plain 
below, and he, and his detachment surrounded and nearly cut off, that he 
commenced, cutting his way through the enemy, his retreat to Canton- 
incuts, where he arrived, though not until he had suiFered the loss of 
one-third of his gallant little body. Our loss on this day was exceedingly 
severe. « 

Colonel Oliver, Capt. Mackintosh, and that moSt gallant fellow Walker, 
4th Locals, who, for the last week, had been nightly conveying aniniuni- 
tion to, and bringing hack supplies from, the Balia and Lieut. 

Laing, killed. Major Swaync, 5th, Lieutenants Evans aii^Vwinton, H. M. 
44th, Captains T. Bolt, 5th L. C. and Mackenzie, wounded. 

H. M. 44th— 90 killed ; 39 wounded ; 4 died of wounds. 

37th N. L — 80 killed ; 10 wounded. 

5th N. I. — Loss considerable, but unknown. 

H. A. — 4 killed; G wounded. 

The enemy most dreadfully mutilated the bodies. Colonel Oliver had his 
entrails cut out and stones put in their place, and his head and hand cut 
off ; all the bodies were also more or less thus treated. • 

In thd* Balia Hissar, when the General observed so strong a b^dy of the 
enemy engaged, near Dey Maroo, thought it a good opportunity to send out 
a party of Light Cavalry to the Scab Sing hills, to dislodge some few of the 
rebels, who formed a picquet of observation there ; and ordering thtfm, at 
the same time, to protect and cover a party of eight horsemen, who were 
proceeding to Cantonments with a letter for Sir Wm. Macnaghten, from 
Capt. Conolly, acquainting him that reinforcements of more than 5000 
men had passed to the rear of the Dey* Maroo Hill, which the situation 
of tht Cantonments prevented them seeing. The Punjabi horse, in number 
%)out 300, escorted the men safely to the plain near cantonments, 
and put to flight the enemy’s picquet, but a body of the enemy, of 
about equal numbers, and headed by Mahomed Shah Khan, a prin- 
cipal Ghilzee Chief, having issued from Mahomed Khan’s fort for 
the purpose of encountering them, they hardly waited their arrival 
ere they took to a dastardly flight, having one man wounded ! Observ- 
ing this, the enemy grew bolder, and sent a party of Jezailchies to within 
almost gun-shot of the Balia Hissar, w'heii the wuzeer accompaniec^ by 
Prince Futtch Jung, the king’s second son, w'ent to Lieutenant M. and 
requested he would send fifty Jezailchies to a hillock opposite the one 
foVming the enemy’s cover, and at the same time take a party of his in- 
fantry out as a support ; this he did, and some smart skirmishing ensued 
between the two bodies of Jezailchies, who eventually succeeded in driv- 
ing tho enemy back on Seah Sing with some slight loss. We remained at 
the position until evening, when the enemy retiring, we fell back on the 
gate with heavy heart, having witnessed our friends misfortunes in Can- 
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toiiment^, and with fcArfui anticipations of the result. The Prince sent* 
Lieutenant M. a very handsome Persian dagger and a set of gold studs. 

Nov. 24th. — Oilthis day, a small body of the enemy commenced to burn 
down the bridge over the river which was very little more than musket 
shot from Canlonments, and were actually allowed to proceed in their work 
of destruction, without even an attempt being made to drive them away ! 
This requires no comment. The General made this day an olficial com- 
munication to the Envo^ and Minister, expressing his opinion, that it w'as 
iu)t practicable to hold the country, unless we received immediate assist- 
ance in eitheiaij^oops or provisions. Sundry discussions were entered into 
as to the expediency and propriety of retreating to the Balia Ilissar, 
though nothing was decided on. But there is not a doubt on the minds 
of those who have thought on the subject, that had we done so, we should 
not only have saved that hecatomb of victims, who have since fallen by 
the hands of the enemy ; but that a retreat would have been avoided, and all 
the treasure and park of artillery, with the immense masses of public and 
private property, which has since been sacrificed, would have in a great 
measure been preserved. Provisions were secreted in large quantities, 
and by tu/iiing out the natives, would have been discovered. The rebels 
would onjthe advance of winter, have been obliged to disband their troops, 
and been totally Vithout money; and in the end, the day would have been 
ours; as it was, they paid their men with our money, and before the 
winter had well set in, our inglorious retreat had been decided on. 

Nov. 25th. — This day two deputies arrived from the enemy, and taking post 
at the bridge, requested that some number of accredited agents might be 
sent on our part to meet them. Captains Lawrence and Trevor were ac- 
cordingly dispatched by the Envoy, and met the two farmer, one being 
Sultan Mahomed of the Barukzyc tribe, the other Mcerza Abmiyl Ali, 
Kuzzilbasb. After a conference of two hours duration, nothing having 
been decided on, owing to the very preposterous terms oliered by, and 
the inflated tone of, the latter, they requested to see the Envoy in person, 
and accordingly they removed to the oflicers' quarters, in the Scab Sing 
gate of cantonments, where the Envoy awaited their arrival. After a fur- 
ther conversation of three hours duration, in which, from the same reason 
as before, nothing was decided on, Sultan Mahomed being exceedingly 
hostile in ))is remarks, and saying that the Sirdar had conquered us, so we 
could not expect favourable terms, but that we must give up all our arms, 
ammunition and treasure, and surrender at discretion, prisoners of war, 
and submit ourselves to their mercy , — their mercy / / — the conference was 
concluded by the Envoy writing a note to the Sirdars, stating the grounds 
on which he was prepared to treat ; and while the Meerza took the letter 
in, Sultan Mahomed, accompanied by Captains L. and T. awaited at the 
BridgeVor the answer. After a considerable period bad elapsed, it arrived, 
and contained the same unconscionable and arrogant terms as before, and 
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hollered unconditional aubmiasioii to the honor and mercy of a liation ot 
wolves. The Envoy indignantly rejected the terms proposed, and on some 
insolent rciniirk being made by Sultan Mahomed as to £ur utter helpless- 
ness, the Envoy remarked, “ I leave the issue in the hands of the God 
of battles.” And thus the first overtures of peace were 'rejected with 
animosity on both sides. During the conference, salutes were being fired 
in the city in honour of the arrival of Sirdar Mahomed Akbar Khan,” 
who had just come in from Kooloom, and who was henceforth to play so 
conspicuous a part in the concluding and most tragic scenes of this fatftl 
war. He had been for the last two years a wandering exi^e in the plains 
of Turkistan, or prisoner in the hand of the king of Bokhara. 

He is the second and favourite son of the Ex- Ameer Dost Mahommed, 
and is looked upon as the best soldier of the Aiighan nation, as well as be- 
ing politic and wise, llis advent was hailed wiht rejoicing, and he imme- 
diately took the lead in all counsels or actions. However, by us, also, pleasure 
was felt when wc heard of his arrival, knowing the great stake he had in 
the country, and that his father, children, and wife, being in the hands of 
the Government of India, we had some security, should matters come to 
the worst, of his good treatment, and the weight of his interest on our side. 
Ilow vayi were our hopes or anticipations ; how futile our refiance, the 
8C(]ucl proved. Either he is the worst politician in the World, giving the 
lie to all reports of his wisdom, or he is actuated by feelings of tlie deepest 
and most rancorous hatred towards us and our government, or he would 
never have hunted us to death as he afterwards did. 

Nov. 2Gth. — Accounts were this day received from Jcllalabad, stating 
that General Sale had fortified himself most strongly, was well oif for pro- 
visions, but rather short of ammunition ; also informing us; that the 
Khyberries had risen en massr, shut the Pass, and closely invested Ali 
Musjid, the fort, at its entrance; however, the Political Agent, Captain 
Maegregor, mentioned that he hoped in a few days it would be open 
again, as Captain Mackeson at Peshawur, and he from Jellalabad were 
using their utmost exertions to eflect that object. Nothing of any im- 
portance occurred from this date until the first of the ensuing mouth. The 
enemy took every opportunity of molesting and annoying us, while we did 
nothing in return; not a man could shew himself outside the walls of 
cantonments without being immediately a mark for their 8haiy)-8hooters, 
whose long rifles carried with a too unerring aim. 

Ammunition was being sent during the night in large quantities into the 
Balia Hissar, which was considered the safest place, and as the question of 
a retreat on that fort was still being agitated, and should it take place, 
it was advisable that as little baggage as possible should accompany the 
troops, therefore the more they could send away the better. 

Nov. 27th. — For the last two or three days, Osman Khan, nephew oI*Zuman 
Khan, (brother of Dost Mahomed,) had been to and fro, between Sir Wm. 
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Macnaghten anil the Sirdars, trying to enter into iiegociations, but to very 
Jittle purpose. They still assumed the high tones of conquerors, and 
oflci^ed the most ]trepo8t(prous terms, which of course ended in nothing. 
At last he ceased coining, and the war “ which for a space did fail,” began 
f^^aMn earnest. Zuman Khan, whom 1 have mentioned above, had been 
proclaimed king by the rebels ; all orders were issued in his name, and the 
“ fatiha,” or Mahometan prayer on the sjccession of a new sovereign, had 
been read in all the mosifues. He perhaps (although possessing little real 
power) is the most polished and humane nobleman of all theAlFghan tribes, 
has always been favorably disposed towards us, and “ the quality of mercy," 
which is a rare jewel here, seems to have taken firm root in his bneast. 

Dec. 8th. — In consequence of the provisions for the troops having been 
all consumed, a military council met this morning, and w'as unanimous in 
its opinion, that nothing but a retreat wtis left for us. This decision being 
communicated to the Envoy, he expressed great repugnance to the mea- 
sure, and prevailed on the General t(» promise another attempt to secure 
supplies. With this object in view, the General assembled at his quarters 
in the evening, all those officers, whose local knowledge w^as supposed 
likely to Ivi available in this emergency. From what I could gather of 
the proceedings of the council, it appears that the practicability*of sur- 
prising some forts*in the neighbourhood was discussed ; and, as frequently 
happens, a great deal of extraneous and angry argument was brought on 
the tupis, and Sir William Macnaghten, who was not present, was 
handled somewdiat severely. He was accused of remissness in not hav- 
ing possessed himself of more local information, and more accurate know- 
ledge of the capabilities of particular forts and villages. His political 
measures next fell under the lash of sarcasm, and I hear that attempts 
were made to saddle on Sir William, all the responsibility of our igno- 
rance of the extent of winter stores likely to be found in the surrounding 
villages. On this, Captain Mackenzie who w as present, and attached to 
the mission (a moat energetic and active military man) rose and expressed 
his disapprobation, that a deliberative military council should be made 
the arena of personal abuse, more especially of a man who, he being in 
political employ, was his immediate head. 

Although the General repeatedly called the disputants to order, yet 
another senipr officer in the room expressed bis opinion, that Sir William 
and his measures were fit subjects of attack. After a considerable time 
thus lost, the business of the meeting was resumed, and Sir William w'as 
written to, for information regarding some villages in the neighbourhood. 
He answered the note iii^person, and laying before the council the dcs- 
perateness of our situatkiBy he ultimately succeeded in prevailing on the 
General to attempt an enterprise on the fort of Khoja Ruwash, about 
four mites to the northw'ard of Cantonments. , The strength of the 
party was then decided on, and the General called on Brigadier Shelton 
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to name the offircr to whom the expedition should be entrusted. But the 
Brigadier making no reply, it was concluded that he was asleep, more 
particularly as, although several times addressed, no anWer was received, 
and the General, therefore, referred to another officer, w'ho mentioned the 
Field Officer next for duty, which however was suddenly negatived the 
Brigadier, who, although asleep, had mentally kept pace with the discus- 
sion. Here Captain Lawrence, wfio had been a staunch advocate for active 
measures, being referred to by the Brigadier m rather an unpleasant 
manner, immediately volunteered to head the Envoy’s escort on the 
occasion, and take all the responsibility of the protection of the gun. 
It was at length finally settled that the 6th Shah’s H. A. gun, the En- 
voy’s escort, and a squadron of Irregular Cavalry should leave Canton- 
ments for the purpose of surprizing Khoja Kuwash, at 3 a. m. on the 
0th, and Brigadier Shelton was requested to see to the execution of all 
minor details, to order the bridge to be laid down for the exit of the Caval- 
ry and guns, and the Council dissolved itself at 1 a. m. 

The troops were ready at the hour appointed ; but strange to say, on the 
fl. A. and Cavalry arriving at the Kohistan Gate, and expecting to find 
the bridge down, and nicely covered with straw, to prevent their exit be- 
ing heitt’d, Captain Lawrence was told by the officer on duty ihere, that 
up to that moment not a single order had been received, 'i’his being im- 
mediately reported to the Assistant Adjutant General, (Captain Grant,) 
who was consulting with Captain Hopkins, which officer having < been 
named to command the detachment, had, it seems, communicated some 
rumours that the enemy were in force, etc. etc., which were carried to the 
General and Brigadier when, much to the Envoy’s disgust, the expedition 
w^as given up. 

Dec. 9th and 10th. — Information was received by Captain Anderson, that 
a mine was being carried under the S. E. comer of the new' magazine fort, 
which he immediately made known in the proper quarter. However, no 
notice was taken of it, although subsequently the report was found to be 
perfectly true. No attempt was made to recapture Muhommi^ Shi- 
reefs fort, although a heavy fire was kept up on it during the whole day 
from every gun that could be brought to bear, in the hopes of destroy- 
ing the walls ; unsuccessfully, how'ever, as the soft mud received the balls, 
without shewing even a symptom of giving way. Behind thq^e, although 
the enemy did not attempt to garrison the fort during the day, a strong 
body of the enemy’s Jezailchies took post, and kept up a most effec- 
tive and destructive fire on the old bazaar, and in fact, sweeping the whole 
west face of the ramparts ; a new embrasure wiMaade in the walls, and a 
long nine-pounder brought to bear, but still witTOQt effect. 

Dec. 1 1th. — Only this day’s provisions being left, the General urged upon 
the Envoy the neccssit^v of coming to some terms with the enemy in con- 
sequence of which the Envoy, who had re-opened communications with the 
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Sirdarsi JiHii arranged a conference with them, which was^to take place on 

the right side of the Cabal river, where the bridge had formerly stood. 
Accordingly, Sir *VVilliam, attended by Captains Lawrence, Mackenzie, 
and Trevor, proceeded to about a mile from cantonments, when he was 
met by Sirdar ^uhommud Akbar Khan, Muhommud Osman Khan, Sultan 
Muhommud, (half brother of Mahommud Akbar,) Muhommud Shireef, 
chief of the Kuzzilbash tribe, Muhommud Shah Khan, Khoda Ruksh Khan, 
(Ghilzie Sirdar,) in fact«the heads of all the chief tribes in the kingdom. 
I'ne Envoy opened the conference by stating, that ** the continuance of the 
British army in Afighanistan, appearing to be displeasing to the nation, 
and the British Government having no other object in sending troojis to this 
country, than the integrity, happiness, and welfare of it ; and that object 
being defeated, they can have no wish to remain ; the following conditions 
were therefore offered for the Sirdars’ consideration : — 

1st. — Immediate supplies to be furnished to the troops to any extent 
required, carriage cattle ditto. 

2d. — The British troops to evacuate Affghanistan. 

3rd. — An offensive and defensive alliance to be formed. 

•1th. -T^c Ameer Dost Muhommud Khan and all his family tf> be 
released. « • 

5th. — His Ma,festy Shah Soojah-ool-Moolk to have the option ot 
remaining in the country as a private individual, to be treated with all 
honour and respect, and have a guaranteed stipend of a lakh of rupees 
annually, or, if he so wished, is to be allowed to accompany the British 
troops to Hindoostaii, taking all his property and family with him, only 
giving up such effects as had formerly belonged to the Ameer Dost Mu- 
homniud. In the event of carriage not being procurable for hih property 
and family, they are to remain in the Bala llissar, and be treated with all 
honour and respect, and on the arrival of the Ameer and all other AIV- 
ghans imprisoned in India at Peshawur, the former are to be transported 
with safety to India. 

6th.— All the sick and wounded to be left under care of the Sirdars 
at Cabul, and treated ns guests. 

7th. — All spare ammunition, guns, and small arms, if the means of 
transport are not procurable, to be made over to the Sirdars. 

8th. — Al^ surplus property of officers, for which carriage might not 
at ^present be procurable, to be left in charge of Zuman Khan, and be for- 
warded fo India on the first opportunity. 

9th. — No man to be molested on either side, for his actions during 
the war. Such chiefs as had stood staunch to the king, to be allowed 
either to accompany his Majesty, taking w'ith them all property, or remain 
111 Affghanistan, treated with every respect. 

lOth.-^Any British subject wishing to remain in AffghanUtau for the 
purposes of trade, to be in no way molested. 
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nth. — The troops at Jcllalabad to evacuate that fort ere thp Caubul 
force comtncuces its march. The forces at Ghuznee and Caudahar, to quit 
those places as soon as the season would admit of their inarching. 

12Lb. — The Sirdars Mahommud Akbar Khan, and Osman Khan, or any 
other chiefs wishing so to do, to accompany the troops, on their march to 
Peshawur. 

On the Envoy reading the first article, the Sirdar Muhommud Akbar 
Khan interrupted him, saying '''There is no occfision for our furnishing 
you with supplies ; what reason is there, why you should not march t\)- 
morrow ?” The other chiefs immediately checked the impetuosity of this 
young man, who during the remainder of the conference conducted himself 
with the same courtesy as the others. After having lasted about two 
hours, the conference closed, and the parties returned to their respective 
homes. During the night Lieutenant Le Geyt, Adjutant of the 2d Irregu- 
lar Cavalry, took a convoy of ammunition into the Bala Uissar, where 
during the whole course of the day we had been in a great state of excite- 
ment, observers of the conference, but not knowing either the cause or 
result. Lieutenant L. gave us the reports current at the time as to its 
issue, and stated the probability of our immediate retreat. He took back 
a supply of grain for the morrow. ^ 

Dec. rith. — This morning early, it was observed from the rampart above 
the Lahore Gate of the Bala Ilissar, that a party of horsemen were ra- 
pidly advancing from Scab Sung towards the gate. Not being able to 
distinguish whether they were friends or enemies, Lieut. M. immediately 
ordered the walls to be manned, and taking one section as an advance, 
took up a position a little in advance of the fosse. All doubts were how- 
ever soon dispelled, by observing that the cavalry were pursued by a small 
party of footmen, who from the rocks of Seah Sung, kept up a continual 
fire on them. On their close arrival, it proved to be Captain Hay, bring- 
ing in orders for the immediate evacuation of the Bala Hissar, and march- 
ing for Cantonments, at the same time telling us that we were to leave for 
llindoostan on the Hlh. This was indeed quick work, but how'ever, any 
thing was better than our late life, and we anticipated rejoining our 
companions in Cantonments. Owing to the orders he brought to Major 
Ewart and Captain Conolly, all the garrisons at the different forts were 
immediately relieved by Jezeilchies or sepoys of the king’s^ the upper 
tow'er was also occupied by his men, and all our guns and troops were 
assembled by two o’clock r. m. in the grand square, from whence they 
marched out to the road, facing Seah Sung, and awaited anxiously the 
arrival of the ponies and other carriage cattle, which, we had been warned, 
would be sent from Cantonments for our ammunition and commissariat 
stores, accompanied by a large body of the Suwars of Mahommud Akbar 
Khaii. About dusk none having come, we, at the recommendatidn of the 
PoUiical Assistant, returned to our old quarters, and had to place all the 
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in position (relieving' at the same time) ; the King’s troops being 
relieved by our men. All were perfectly disgusted, after having got all 
in readiness, that liur march to Cantonments should be so unfortunately 
stopped. 

A deputation of Chiefs waited on Sir William Macnaghten this morning, 
for the purpose of proposing, that Shah Soojah should be lelt nominally 
as king, the Barukzeye tribe exercising, by one of their chiefs, the functions 
of Wuzecr. But owing# to the mutual jealousy of the parties concerned, 
tiris proposition entirely fell to the ground. Among the Sirdars who thus 
accompanied this deputation, was Mahommud Khan, commonly known by 
his title of the “ Naib Ameer,” and as his name will henceforth figure in 
this narrative, as one of our principal mediums of communication with 
the enemy, I will give here a short account of him. Of a good family, he 
distinguished himself during the misfortunes of Dost Mahommud, by a 
devoted attachment to his cause, being one of the few, who, through all 
his troubles and adversities, never forsook him. For this he was seized 
by Shah Soojah, all his property conhscated, he himself imprisoned, after 
being mulcted in tlie sum of three lakhs of rupees. His feelings towards 
the British were most favourable, as he was fully aware that it was 
through the intercession of the Envoy that his life had been spared by 
the victorious monarch ; he had been enlarged on the rehellion breaking 
out, and was now one of the most influential in the Council of the Sirdars. 

This day the Envoy and Minister wrote to Major Eldred Pottinger, C. B., 
ac(|iiainting him that a treaty had been entered into with the Sirdars, one 
article of which was that he was to remain as a hostage pending Dost Ma- 
homud Khan’s return to this country ; also apprising him that Colonel 
Palmer had been ordered to evacuate Ghuznee, as soon as the season 
would permit of his so doing, and ordering him to aflbrd him all thcjBissis- 
tance he could on the road, and on his arrival at Cabui ; also desiring 
him to take every opportunity he could of informing Colonel Stoddart at 
Bokhara, and Captain Arthur Conolly at Khiva, of the unfortunate turn 
of events. 

Dec. 13th. — Again did we vacate our diflereut positions in the Bala 
llissar, making over command of them to the King’s troops, and with 
labour and difficulty got our heavy guns and ammunition ready fur our 
march to Cantonments, and only awaiting carriage for the stores from the 
laker place. About 2 i>. m. we observed masses of A|||han Cavalry 
assembling on the spur of the Scab Sung hills, and about an hour after- 
wards, a column consisting of a squadron 5th L. C. and a troop of Irre- 
gular horse escorting 200 spare ponies for our baggage and ammunition, 
sfowly took its way from Cantonments, towards the point where the 
horsemen were assembled. On its arrival there, a halt of about half an 
hour eflsued, and the officers, Capt. Collyer 5th L. C. and Lieut. Le Geyt, 
went to visit the Chief on the hill, who proved to be Sirdar Mahommud 



XCIV 


APPRimiX. 


f t 

Akbar Khan, wbo had come out from the city with all his follo-wcrs for 
the purpose of escorting our small body through the numerous hordes 
of Ghilzic banditti, whom no treaty could bind, no tie8*ibf honour preyent 
dipping their hands in blood, if plunder to ever so trifling a degree, would 
be the result, and who already, among the rocks on the hills of Seah Sung, 
had assembled in thousands, for the purpose of attacking us ; knowing 
well that with the large quantity of baggage and stores we bad to escort, 
our handful of troops would not be able to act«*with any effect against 
them. * 

At about 4 p. M., (at this season of the year nearly, dusk,) the convoy 
arrived, and we had then to load the whole of the ponies uith their stores ; 
this was accomplished by six, it being exceedingly dark and freezingly 
cold, and they began to move slowly down the narrow street of the 
Hissar, to form line of march, outside on the road to Cantonments. About 
half an hour before this a detachment of the Sirdar’s horse and foot- 
men had arrived, under command of the llajah Ali Bahadur, a Mussulman- 
ized Hindoo, who had been a follower of Dost Mahommud, and now ad- 
hered to the fortunes of his son, for the purpose of hurrying us oft‘, stating 
that the Sirdar would not be answerable for any baggage, or e%en for our 
safety, if we started after dark, and begging us to leave whgt was not 
ready, and start at once. On seeing these troops of thU Sirdar, the Sha- 
zadeh Futteh Jung, who, by the order of the King, his father, had relieved 
me at the gate, placed his Jezeilchies and sepoys, on the nimparts 
and walls, and implored me quickly to leave the Bala Hissar, saying 
he feared treachery on the part of the Chiefs. All the King s people were 
full of alarm, and agitated by the most absurd reports, declaring that not 
a mail of us would ever reach Cantonments, and that we were throwing 
ourselves into a trap laid for us by the enemy ; who, they said, were 
in force, inside the Lahore gate of the city, and that immediately on our 
leaving the walls of the Hissar, they would rush out ; and between the 
horsemen on one side, and the foot on the other, we would be cut to 
pieces. 

Ere our rear guard, consisting of Lieutenant Melville’s (the Light) com- 
pany, and No. 7, had well left the gates, a party of the Sirdar’s Jezeil- 
chies made a rush for the purpose of gaining an entrance into the Bala 
Hissar; but the garrison were not to be so easily surprised, ^nd imme- 
diately close^he gates, thereby shutting in some forty of our sepoys, m- 
valids and men of M’s. company, who had not had time to get clear of 
the gate. This being done, the King’s troops on the walls commenced to 
fire from musketry, on what 1 suppose they considered a strong body of 
the enemy, though, it being dark, with little effect on any body. 1 was 
then speaking to the llajah Ali Bahadur, at the head of a few of the Sir- 
dar’s people, when a charge of grape from the 3-pounder on the wahs whis- 
tled about our ears, killing and wounding three of Lieut. M’s. men, and 
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several korscs and men of the Sirdar. We did not at know what to 
make of this, and expecting as we did every moment to be attacked in 
froi^j;, our aituatidn was^ by no means pleasant. To add to our other 
misfortunes, the Sirdar now declared, that, owing to the lateness of the 
hour, we must remain where we were for the present, until be could 
make some arrangement with the Chief of the Clhilzies, who were 
now in force on the Seah Sung hills ,* so here we were benighted, 
without a single article of clothing further than our regimentals, and 
exposed to the rigorous frost of a December night in these lofty 
regions, and not liaving tasted a single article of food since the morii' 
ing breakfast. No wood was procurable, or we should hav^ lighted 
bivouac fires as we remained shivering in the cold until twelve, when 
Captain Conolly decided upon making an attempt to re-mler the Bala 
flissar^ and take up our former position. However^ m his going to the gate 
for the purpose of attempting to parley, accompanied by Major Ewart and 
myself, they immediately opened a fire on m, and when we at length got 
them to answer our repeated enquiries, as to whose orders they were 
obeying by firing on us, they replied, that the King had commanded them 
to hold the gate at all hazards, and open it for no one, nor would they. 
Captain Conolly then requested some of them to take a message to his 
Majesty, acqiiainitng him with our situation, and requesting he would open 
the gates. This one of the garrison promised to do, but as he brought us no 
answer, we were obliged to give up the attempt as fruitless. Captain C. then 
sent a horseman oif to the Sirdar, to know why we were delayed ; he sent 
word that he was treating with the Ghilzies, but we could not march 
before day-light, and so we bad no alternative but to remain where we 
were, shivering in the frost, and compelled to stand or walk about, not hav- 
ing the wherewithal to lay down on. The ground was now completely 
white, with hoar frost, and we roost anxiously watched for the approach 
of day. At length the morning star rose, and we knew that our fate 
would soon be decided ; and although it would be in vain to deny, that, 
situated as we were, six hundred men, divided into several parties, and 
surrounded by thousands of enemies we had no apprehensions as to 
the result, yet they were mingled with a determination to sell our blood 
as dearly as we could to these traitorous barbarians. Immediately day 
broke, we received orders to form line of march, which wa^jeedily done, 
and the advanced guard set oil^ followed by the baggage, ^^nnition and 
stores, in the centre of which w'as the main column, and tl^, rear of all 
came our two companies, under command of Captain Corrie. 

For the first four hundred yards all went well, and although a large 
body of footmen hovering about immediately seized any thing that could 
not be carried on, yet they ofiered us no personal molestation, having the 
fear of Mahommud Akbar’s horsemen and our muskets before their eyes. 
The Rajah kept continually sending me messengers to march quicker, 
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which however ,l would not do. On reaching tlie commencement of the 
Seab Sung hillB, in the narrow road, entering the gorge, the whole of the 
Ghilzies, notwithstanding every exertion on th^ part ^ Mahommud,Ak^ 
bar’s horsemen to prevent them, sword in hand, commenced an attack on 
the rear guard, other parties of them at the same time keeping up a brisk 
lire from the hill. Here, owing to the shameful conduct of a small body of 
Skinner’s and Walker's (some fo][ty men irregular horse,) who had, under 
a native oilicer, been joined to the rear guard, Lieut. M’s. company was for 
a short period thrown into confusion. I'he above mentioned cavalry, lie- 
coming panic struck on the attack commencing, drew their swords not to 
use then) against the enemy, but cutting their way through his men, fled 
towards Cantonments. However, Lieut. M. soon succeeded in rallying his 
men, or the consequences might have been ruinous, and they faced about, 
formed line, and opened a brisk Arc on the foe, who taking to the rocks 
and hills, from caverns and positions opened an ineftectiial flVe on us. This 
sort of skirmishing fight continued until we had emerged, through the 
gorge, into the plains facing Cantonments, where the main column had 
been necessitated, from the brisk attack of the enemy, to leave two guns, 
(one long 9 and one 6-poundcr) behind them. Here we halted, but 
the firing becoming excessively hot, owing to the horsemen,, who had 
formed our escort, having been compelled to leave for reinforcements, we 
were obliged, alone, to bear the brunt of the enemy’s attack, and a party 
of 5th light cavalry who had been sent from the front to our assis- 
tance, being unable to force their half-starved horses over a small stream 
flowing between us, were of no use. An order here was sent to us to leave 
the guns, as they had no bullocks or other carnage to sbnd us, and to 
come on towards Cantonments, which we accordingly did, but bad not pn)- 
ceed^d more than 200 yards, cre our farther advance was countermanded, 
and we were told to retake the guns at all hazards. The men immediate- 
ly faced about, and having refilled their pouches, the ammunition in which 
had been expended, advanced at a double to the charge. The enemy how- 
ever awaited not our attack, but after one volley took to flight, and with 
a loss of only four men, we had again possession of the guns, which, after 
very great exertions we contrived to drag into Cantonments, where we 
arrived at 10 a. m., thoroughly exhausted with hunger and fatigue. 

In Cantom|^nt8, all were iu a state of great excitement, an^ most anxi- 
ous to kno4^^ issue of the conferences now daily taking place. Supplies 
came in, in nmall quantities and at most exorbitant prices, from the city, 
thirty or forty rupees being given, for one camel load of chopped straw, 
and other things at equally dear rates. 

Osman Khan had an interview with the Envoy to-day, but wliat 
took place did not transpire. Hut as three and a half lakhs of rupees were 
sent out to the Sirdars, we may justly suppose, it was relativd to mo- 
netary alfairs. 
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Dec. Ipi5th — licporls were busily circulated, and easily believed all over 

Cantonments, that Kis Majesty the Shah, dreadfully enraged at the terms 
of tjic treaty, by ilhich h^ had been deprived of his kingdom, was offering 
rewards for European heads, and doing all in his power to injure us among 
the inhabitants of the city. This latter perhaps might have been true, but 
I should attach very little credit to the former. 

Two or three of the sepoys of the .5Jth Itegt., who had been shut in 
the Jiala Hissar, having*madc their escape over the walls during the night, 
arrived to-day. 'J'hey say, that the King had caused them all to be parad- 
ed in his presence, when he told them that from that moment they must 
consider themselves as his soldiers, that he should promote tl\em all to 
naiques and havildars, and should increase their pay, etc., ending by saying 
that he w^ould be as a father to them ; notwithstanding these very line 
promises, they were all eager to make their escape, and many of them con- 
trived to do so, arriving, j^oor fellow's, wdth their feet very severely frost- 
bitten, as they had walked with naked feet through the deep snow. They 
had escaped over the walls of the Hissar in the following manner. Their 
companions in the fort, and themselves had each taken olf their cumur- 
balids, and tying them together formed a sort of rope, and one by one 
they had been let down, a height of nearly 50 feet.’’ Provisions tianie in, 
in the same scanty manner as yesterday, attah at a seer and a quarter the 
rupee ! Since the commencement of the truce, the gates of the Cantonment 
and different fields in the neighbourhood have been inl’csted with a set 
of blood-thirsty men calling themselves Ghazees, or w'arriors for the cause 
of religion ; these barbarians acknowledge the authority of no chief, and 
believe, or pretend to believe, that the slaying infidels, whatever their 
other crimes may bo, gives them a claim to I'aradise. They arc very 
numerous, as any rascal, w'ho chooses to call himself so, and lcav« his 
other employment for the sake of fighting against us, becomes one. Not 
only do they ill-treat and rob any Hindoostanis going outside the gates, 
but those Affghans, who by the Sirdar’s oi^us bring us in provi- 
sions, are themselves even subject to their ^TOence— as on returning 
having deposited their loads they are immediately stripped, and plundered 
of every thing, by these banditti ; who, using religion as cloak for their 
sins, wash their hands in blood and every kind of iniquity. They are pro- 
tcq(cd by tl»e Moolahs, and priests, in the city, and the Sirdars themselves 
are sometimes obliged to submit to abuse from their foul fkngues. The 
General wrote to Sir Wm. Mncnaghten, laying before him, that unless the 
Sirdars with whom he was now treating, sent in supplies suilicient for the 
trj)ops by three o’clock p. m., the camp cattle would be, through starvation, 
unable to move, leaving us no alternative, in case of retreat being necessary, 
but blowing up our magazine, guns, and treasure, and marching at all risks ; 
bringing forward also, that if the Sirdars who are tr^sating, and who arc w ell 
able to supply us, do not do so, it is a proof of treachery on their part. 

* m 
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Dec. Kith.— Tl?is morning witnessed a sight, which stnick pain and sorrow 
to the hearts of all. Our outposts, our forts were all given over to the enemy, 
or, as they were called in the general order on the subject, “ Our Alfghan 
allies.” Allies! Yes, such allies, as the wolves arc to the lambs, or the 
cannibals to the victims whose blood they arc longing to drink. Allies! 
rather leeches, crying ** Give, give, give,” and who, finding an easy prey, 
took all they could, sucked him ^]ry, and then washed their hands in his 
vitals. Hut I am anticipating. The old Musjid, ?^oolfar Khan’s, the Rei- 
kah Rasheos, and lastly our Magazine fort, that stronghold which had 
cost us much treasure and labour in building, were each and all given up 
to be garrisoned by our Alfghaii and they were thus empowered, 

should nliairs take an unfavourable turn, to sweep Cantonments on all 
sides, with a destructive and deadly fire. The second of these forts had been 
captured by us aft(?r expending the blood of many brave ollicers and men, 
and their spirits seemed to reproach us for thus tamely giving them up. 
However, four o’clock v. m. saw them all garrisoned by the Alfghans, who 
sat on the walls of the Magazine fort, from which every point of Canton- 
ment was visible, and passed tlicir remarks and jokes on the conduct of 
those within. » 

Nussur-oollah-Khaii, brother of Newaub Zuman Khan, w^as ^.ent in as 
a hostage, although taking hostage from tliis people is very little use as, 
in the first jiiace, they arc perfectly aw arc that wc never maltreat even our 
enemies, if in our power. And again, had wc cut olf his head, for every 
one man sorry for it, it is more than probable there would be ten who 
would be gk'ul, as. excepting amongst their own immediate tribe or family, 
every man’s hand is against his neighbour; and it is worthy of remark, as 
illustrative of the above, that, (Mahomed Khan, Sultan Jan,) on some one 
afterwards having mentioned to him that Nussur-oollah- Khan’s being a 
hostage was the cause of the sujiplies, efc. coming in, Sultan Jan answered, 
“ Oh ! he is a dog of ;i man, what should w e have cared if you had killed 
him?” One hundred ^|d fifty-five maunds of attah were sent to-day, 
certainly not before it wanted, and they promise us 2000 camels and 
‘100 yahoos, to carry our baggage. 

The Affglians are all full of their intention in attacking the Balia Missar, 
which they say they intend doing this evening, although their fear of 
atone walls will I think prevent it. « , 

Dec. 1 7tli.-4l|frhis morning the Envoy sent a letter to the Shah, acquainting 
him w'ith the terms of the treaty he had entered into with the Sirdars, and 
olVeriiig to guarantee him four lakhs of rupees per annum, if he would return 
to liiiidoostan. The King sent a reply — a very small scrap of paper — on 
which w^ere a few Persian words written with his own hand, and implying 
that the Envoy ought to be cautious in trusting the Sirdars, as they were 
only playing a deep gi'me with him. That he, the King, had a strong 
party I'oriniiig for him in the city, and Wiuild get hold of his kingdom. 
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I lie certainly did, and has to this hour, April 1842, Jield his empiiT 
agaitist them all, aud seems now to be as strongly seated, as when sur- 
rounded by Britislf troopj. It appears that when we were obliged to leave 
him, he opene^d his cotters wliich he had wisely lilled IVoiri our treasury, 
and with 17 lakhs of rupees well distributed, he gained over the disalfect- 
ed and made the staunch, more faithful.] 

I>iic. I8th. — Snow falling all day, live ii^phcs on the ground in the evening. 
Affghans crow'd into Caiftoiiments bringing hermetically sealed provisions, 
etc. part of the plunder of the Commissariat fort. Books and maps also, 
being the property of those otticers who cither in Cabul, or the Kohistaii, 
had fallen victims to the sanguinary murderers, wore brought in, aud sold 
for an eighth of their original value, although purchasers \\ ere scarce ; 
as there being no carriage procurable, all otticers were compelled to throw 
away three parts of their baggage and all their camp e([uipagc ; a few' 
changes of linen and warm clothing being the utmost eacli party could 
carry. Books, instruments, uuiforuis and tents, w'ere to be had in any 
(juantity for the asking, and it was only those who anticipated rcinaining 
as hi -stages who amassed hooks, etc. for the purpose of carrying them 
to the city, as they might remain there fur an unlimited period. Some 
eight or l> 2 n more of the men of the 5dth, have made their esc.tpo over 
the walls of the *Bala Hissar, and confirm the report of those who came 
before, as to the King having pressed them all into his service. 

Dec. I9th. — Sir William xMaciiaghten wrote to Colonel Balincr, at GhuK- 
nce, ordering its evacuation, and telling him to retreat via Cabul, and 
then by Dera Ismael Khan, to Ilindoostan ; also to Capt. Itawlinsou, 
at Candahar, and Major Leech, at Khelat-i-Ghilzie, ordering the evacuation 
of both the above places at the earliest season fit for marching the letters 
were signed by the General. The 22d was this day fixed upon for o«r de- 
parture. The Knvoy and Minister desired Captain Boyd, Commissariat, to 
advance one lakh of rupees to Mahomed Akli.n* Khan, who had promised 
to send us (525 Camels, at lls. HiO each. riie money so far from hav- 
ing been applied to this purpose, was expended by the Sirdar to raise 
troops for our destruction, and not one single Camel was ever received from 
him. 

Dec. 20th. — The Envoy again met the Sirdars in conference on the banks of 
th« canal, a;ecompanied by Captains Law'rcnce and Mackenzie. 'I’lie chiefs, 
whose demand seems to rise the more they are conceded, now' reijuired 
tliat all our spare guns and ammunition should at once be given up, as 
a proof of our sincerity ; but to this the Envoy would not listen. Matters 
u( general interest were now discussed, and the conference broke up, with 
continued assurance of mutual good will, though evidently both parties 
distrusted each other; the object of Osman, Akbar, and even of all the 
chiefs, being to get Sir William to iiegociate separately with them; but he 
strjctly and resolutely declined all such overtures, and slated, that he 
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‘ could only treat ^vith them in a body at t])is meeting. As tbe Sirdar 
Mahommud Akbar Khan, observing a very fine pair of pistols in the 
belt of Captain Lawrence, took a prodigious fanry to being double- 
barrelled ones, and requested to see them in his own hand,, Captain L. by 
the Envoy’s desire, immediately presented them to him in the name of the 
liritish Government. 

All these conferences and daily ambassadors, tended greatly to excite 
the minds of the troops. The question began t6 be asked. Why do we 
delay ? We were all aware that the treaty had been agreed to ; that the 
terms w'ere, our immediate evacuation of the country, and restoration of 
Dost Mahommud Khan, and we wondered for what purpose our departure 
was day by day delayed and put off. We feared, and as it turned out but 
too justly, that the Sirdars were playing a game with us, each striving for 
his own ends, ’fhe Affghans still kept up their troops in readiness for 
any emergency, large bodies of them daily passing and repassing within 
sight of Cantonments, and there being the strictest order, not on any ac- 
count to fire on them, they taunted with insult the soldiers on the ram- 
parts, with the greatest impunity. 

'J'hey this day, amongst their other demands, required ilrigadrsr Shelton 
as a hoSlage. Intelligence from (Jhuznee gives us the melancholy news 
tJiat the enemy had gained possession of the town, and the troops were 
closely besieged in the citadel, where, however, owing to the admirable ar- 
rangements of Colonel Palmer, they still gallantly held out, and as lolig as 
their supplies lasted, were good against all Affghanistau. 

Dec. 21st. — On the evening of this day, the Envoy, accompanied as for- 
merly by Captains L. and 'f., met the Sirdars Mahommud Akbar, Sultan 
Jan, and Osman Khan, near the banks of the canal. On this occasion 
they did not dismount from their horses, but appeared considerably irritat- 
ed, and spoke loudly and angrily to Sir William. On his enquiring the 
reason of this dillcrence in their talk and manner, Mahommud Akbar 
explained it by saying, that they had intercepted a letter from Major Leech 
Political Agent, Klielat-i-Ghilzie, addressed to a I’riend in the city, assur- 
ing him that it was not the intention of the British ever to evacuate Aff- 
ghanistan ; that in a short time troops in considerable force would arrive, 
and that it behoved all Aifghans well inclined to British interests, to be 
staunch and hold themselves aloof from the rebels, whose ultimute destruc- 
tion was inevitable : that if funds were required, Pokur Doss, a Hindoo 
shroff ill the city, would answer demands to any amount. The Sirdars, 
always prone to suspicion, w ere much alarmed, and expressed themselves 
warmly, saying that no subordinate of Government would have dared fo 
use such a tone and language unless he was fully aware of the wishes and 
intentions, both of the rulers in India and the Envoy and Minister here ; 
that the seizure of this detter had filled the minds of both them and their 
followers with consternation. After some time, the Envoy succeeded, in 
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pacifying them, by assuring them, that Major Leech nrast have written 
the letter, ignorant of the treaty that had been formed, and that even if 
he had been awar^ of it, liis situation was of so subordinate a nature, that 
any thing he jcould urge would have no weight, and be of no avail, with 
him or the British Government. 

'J'he conference having lasted until dark, broke up amicably on both sides. 

This day the hostages were decided son as follows : Major Pottinger, 
Lieuts. Warburton, Conblly, and Airey, A. D. C. ; the two latter accord- 
ingly went in, and Captains Trevor and Drummond returned to Can- 
tonments. 

Dec. 22d. — This morning some waggons and ammunition were given over 
to our AfTghan allies, and the Envoy sent his carriage and horses as a pre- 
sent to Mahumraud Akbar. Captain Drummond, who had only been 
allowed to come in to see his friends in Cantonments on his promise to 
return, left for the city. 

At night. Captain Skinner, Deputy Assistant Commissary General, who 
had from the commencement of the insurrection up to that period, been at 
first couccaled, and afterwards detained prisoner in the city, arrived at the 
mission, accompanied by Sirdar Salaam Khan, cousin of Mahummiid 
Akbar Kkan and^Sirwur Khan, Lohanee, (a wandering tribe of nierchantn 
who have for years carried on the principal trade of Cabul with India, 
Toorkistan, and even as far as Moscow,) who were the bearers of a let- 
ter from Sirdar Mahommud Akbar, which I afterwards learnt was of 
the following tendency ; The Sirdar, after enumerating the various acts 
of kindness and tokens of esteem, which his father had received from 
the British Government, assured the Envoy that it was folly to hojie to 
come to any permanent terms with the body of the rebel chiefs, whoso 
interests were so divided, whose wishes so clashed one against the (fther ; 
but that lie was ready to throw himself, heart and soul into our hands; 
that he would either come into Cantonments, with his own party, and 
fight on our side against all Aifghanistan, or remaining with the Hebei 
Chiefs, await any opportunity chauce might offer of milking a reverse iu 
our favour ; or lastly, and what he (the Sirdar) deemed the most feasible 
plan, he would join the King, adopting his cause through thick and thin. 
In the latter alternative, he expected to be made Minister, he and his heirs 
forever, tO*receive a considerable sum in ready money, and that the Envoy 
should guarantee the departure of the British troops from Aifghanistan 
at the expiration of eight months, should His Majesty, and he the Wazeer 
deem such a measure desirable. He further alllrmed, that his party was by 
fiy the most influential and powerful in the country ; consisting entirely of 
fighting men who were rcjidy to follow him to the last, and on any side he 
might ^dopt, and that it w’as for the Envoy to decide, how much better 
it would be for our interest to secure him, in tke place of trusting tn 
th^ other chiefs, whose pow er at the best w'as mcr(‘ly nominal. 
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1 ariorvv.'ii tls lci.riit, through the medium of a coiiQdcntial servairt ol the 
Sirdars, that the Envoy too readily and credulously jumped at the gilded 
bait tlius ollered, and, in reply to Akbar, wro.te a note with his <£.wn 
liand, assuring him, that all his suggestions and wishes should be attended 
to, and that he was to take measures for delivering over ** Naib Ameen 
Oollah,” supposed to be the most influential and bitter of our enemies, into 
our hands, and adopt such other < courses as seemed best to him to bring 
the rebellion to a speedy conclusion. The Sirdar' Mahomined Sala Khaii, 
and Sirwur Khan then held a long conversation with the Envoy, which, 
being concluded, they, with Captain Skinner, returned the same night to 
the city. • 

Dec. 23rd. — More ammunition and waggons given up! About 10 a. m., 
a letter was received by the Envoy from Mahommed Akbar, accompany- 
ing one also from Skinner, the contents of the latter being, as far as 
I could learn, as follows: “Young Hotspur is just mounting with the 
view of having a personal conference with you, and entering into a set- 
tlement of the matter proposed in his letter last night;” that of the 
former being of the same tenor. 'J'he Envoy immediately soul for the 
General, to whom 1 uiidcrsiaiul he had previously written, and ?nadc him 
acqucainted with the outline of the present plot, and recpiested him secret- 
ly to w^arn two regiments and a like number of ginis for special service, 
one for the purpose of occujiying the Bala Hissar, the other proceeding to 
Mahmood Khan’s fort, to obtain possession of the person of the Naib 
Amceii Oollah, who was to be brought back prisoner into Cantonments. 
[ — Note. Til accordance with the above arrangements, the I'ldth llegt. 
and Shah’s 6th with two guns, were warned for secret service, and 
kept under arms .all day.] 

Thfl Envoy, accompanied by Captains liawrence, 'I’revor and Mackenzie, 
left Cantonments about eleven a. m., and proceeded towards the usual place 
of meeting. His accustomed calm and collected manner, appeared to have 
left him on thisi occasion, .and one of his suite observing as he left (Canton- 
ments that it was iimisiially full of AlTgbaiis, and that the (Jarrisou appa- 
rently were not on the alert, or prepared for any sudden attack ; he rather 
petulantly replied, “ It is only a piece with every thing else ; although the 
General is fully aware of this important crisis, you see nothing is ready.” 
He, at the same lime, sent back one of the Alfghans who acconf][)anicd hixi, 
desiring him to order his countrymen to leave the place. After quit- 
ting the gateway, oppo-site which were standing at least 300 armed Gha- 
zees, evidently prepared for mischief, one of the suite suggested to Sir 
William, “ that it would be .as well for him to return and warn the reser?^c 
to stand to their arms, outside the fosse to which the Envoy acquiesced, 
adding, “ ahd send for the remainder of my escort. ’’ He was then l/>ld that 
Lieutenant Lc Geyt wa# anxious to be a witness of the interview, to which 
he replied, Good;” and desired him to imtify to Brigadier ShcUoii tjiat 
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iie raigkt a.so accompany him, he (the Brigadier) haviiig^expresscd a wish* 
lo that ejlect, saying, that they might come with the remainder of the 
cscyrt who woulil start immediately. On approaching the banks of the 
canal, more Atfghans than usual being observed about, the Envoy com- 
menced telling his suite the tenor of his last night’s communication, and 
tlie object of the' present meeting, and warned his Military Secretary to be 
prepared to proceed at once to the B^la Hissar; to acquaint the King 
with the course matters w'erc taking, and that a regiment and guns were 
aSoiit to march to his assistance. In case of an attack being made by 
Araeen Oollah’s party, some of his suite then observed to him, “Have yon 
no fears of treachery, Sir?” To which he replied “ No ; but the gqme that 1 
am forced lo play is doubtless a deep and desperate one ; I have no confi- 
dence in the rebels fulfilling the treaty, not one article of which have they 
lo this j)rescnt moment complied with ; I am also told that, dis})iritcd and 
harassed us they are, I can look for nothing from the troops, and the result, 
should it be as 1 hope, will more than compensate for any risks I may 
run ; at all events I’d rather die a hundred deaths than live my last six 
A^eeks over again ; you know well what they have been.” 

On tlic banks of the canal, near the usual place of conference, the Envoy 
was met by the Sirdars Mohummnd Akbar Khan, Sultan Jan, Mahommed 
Shah Khan, KhcTda Buksh Khan, Oholam Moyoodecn, etc. etc., with the 
exception of one man being cither Ghilzios or of the Sirdar Akbar Khan’s 
immcdiiitc party. 'J’hat one, was the active brother of Ameen Oollah 
Khan; and it is remarkable, as shewing how blind we poor mortals arc, 
when led on by the irresistible hand of fate, that the Envoy failed to 
observe him ! Had he done so, he would immediately have known that he 
was the victim of a conspiracy. The parties having interchanged mutual 
salulaiioiis, the Envoy presented Akbar Khan with a fine Arab, (whioli the 
Sirdar had before much admired, and which the Envoy had bought for the 
British Government, at the price of 3,000 lls.) saying “ Sirdar, 1 have 
brought you the horse you so anxiously desired;” and he answered, “ Ves, 
and through your kindness, I have got these beautiful pistols ol Lawrence 
Saib too,” (pointing to a pair in his belt,) “ your carriage and horses too, 1 
have also received.” After some talking on horseback, it was agreed they 
should dismount, and a small hillock which was freer from snow than 
the surrounding spots, was chosen by one of the Sirdar’s servants which, 
owing to its slope, entirely shut out the view of Cantonments. TJie horse- 
cloths were spread, and the Envoy threw himself at full length on them, 
with his head towards the top of the bank, Captains Mackenzie and Tre- 
vor seated beside him, while Captain Lawrence remained standing behind 
his superior ; uutil urged by the repeated solicitations of Dost Mahom- 
med (Ghilzie) he knelt on one knee. No sooner had he done so, than 
he found himself pinned by both arms from bejiiiid, his pistols being 
at the same time pulled from his belt, and his sword from its sheath. On 
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turning liis lica(\ iu look towards the Envoy, he was horrified at Qj}scrving 
his head u here his feet formerly had been, and his hands closely grasped 
by Sirdars A.kbar Khan and Sultan Jan ; the expression of his fac^ he 
describes at that moment as being most dreadful. Captain Lawrence was 
hurried by Mahommed Shah Khan to his horse, who advised him, if he 
valued his life, to mount behind him instantly, which he, seeing resistance 
was hopeless, did. Hardly had gained his seat, when bands of blood- 
thirsty Ghazees rushed from behind all the hillocks in the neighbourhood, 
where, until then, they had lain concealed, and screaming and roaring 
demanded the blood of the infidels, calling upon Mahommed Shah Khan 
to give up to them the Fcrringhce behind him, who was their lawful prey, 
'fhe Khan had, how'ever, taken the precaution of having his own immediate 
horsemen on all sides, who in a measure kept oil* the crow’d of fanatical 
savages. Captain Lawrence w as providentially carried to Mahmood Khan’s 
fort uninjured, except by a few contusions. A short while after he was 
joined by Captain Mackenzie, who had run the gauntlet, in the same man- 
ner, through the Ghazees, hut also unhurt, save by the contusions of blow's 
from muskets, etc., wliich had been liberally dealt out. He had been saved 
through the united cilbrts of Gholab Mayoodeen and a mcrchv,nt named 
Bbawoot- Khan. * 

From the moment of their arrival in the fort in which was the Naib 
Ameen Oollah, the cell they were put in was surrounded by fierce bands 
of Ghazees, who thronged a small window ; grossly reviled, spit on) and 
otherwise insulted them ; continually presenting muskets which tlic people 
inside turned from tliem, doing also as much as they could to assuage the 
rage of the infuriated mob. 

After a time, several of the Ailghan chiefs and their sons came to sec 
the ('c^^higcc Infidels, and treated and spoke to them kindly, assuring 
them that they were iu no danger. Naib Ameen Oollah, however, on ask- 
ing our names, muttered threats of dire import, such as “ We’ll blow you 
from guns, any death w ill be too good for you.” Mahommed Shah Khan 
and his brother Dost Mahommed hurried them out of the room, exclaim- 
ing, “ Barai klioda, — don’t talk in this way ; you must spare them, they are 
your guests.” During this time a hand recking with blood was lifted up 
by some miscreants, which they aftcrw'ards heard was that of the Envoy’s, 
although Captain Jiiiwrcncc on entering the fort asked afltcr his and C^- 
tain Trevor’s fate, and was informed that they had been taken to the house 
of Ameen Oollah. 

On their requisition, they gave them dinner, of which the chiefs them- 
selves also partook, having previously, in a gentlemanly manner, eased 
them of their watches, rings, etc. The chiefs gave them posteens, and told 
them to sit down and eat ; they themselves circling round the fire, recited 
the praises of Mahomiqud Shah Khan, who, they said, was the principal 
actor in that day’s deeds. 
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At twelve o’clock at night, they were roused from their, slumbers by the 
Shah Ghazee of Mahommed Akbar, who told them he had come by the 
SiiHkir’s orders to\:ondu^ them to his house, and that they must accom- 
pany him imn^ediately. Accordingly, Captain Lawrence mounted behind 
Dost Mahomed Khan, and Mackenzie, behind the Shah Gliazce, and in this 
way they set out, and passed through a considerable portion of the city, 
which at that time was as silent as dea^i, and they met with no molesta- 
tion of any sort or kind.* On their arrival at the Sirdar’s they were usher- 
c(f into the bed room, where with Mahommed Akbar they sat some time, 
the latter in tears deploring the occurrences of the day, although he did 
not acquaint them w'ith the murder of the Envoy. A fter a short period he 
asked them if they would not like to see Captain Skinner, and on their an- 
swering in the aihrmative, they were shown into another room, where 
they found the latter asleep, who told them (the first time tliey liad heard 
it) of the cruel death (the manner of which 1 w ill hereafter relate) of Sir 
William Macnaghten and Captain 'frevor ; after some conversation on the 
melancholy subject, they lay down on the floor to sleep. 

The next morning, Lawrence and Mackenzie had an interview with Ma- 
hommed Akbar, who furnished them with Affghan clothes, and sent them 
under esc^'rt of Sultan Jan and other chiefs, through bye lanes aifd alleys 
to the house of Slahommed Zuman Khan, where they found the two hos- 
tages, Captains Conolly and Aircy, and all the principal Sirdars in full con- 
clave? Much discussion took place as to the Envoy’s death and the 
renewal of the treaty ; and a paper was drawm out by the chiefs, wdiich 
after such modifications as the officers proposed was sent into Cantonments. 
The principal articles of the present treaty were, that married families 
should be left as hostages, and that all our guns, treasure, and ammunition 
should be given up. The Envoy was said by them to have met hi-i fate 
justly, that he deserved death for having attempted to deceive them, and 
that henceforth no reliance could be placed on our faith. 

This consultation concluded, Captains Lawrence and Mackenzie were rc- 
conducted to the house of Mahommed Akbar, where although treated with 
consideration, they remained prisoners until the 2flth, their intercourse with 
all others being entirely cut off. Now, leaving these two officers, who had 
been so providentially saved, aud who eventually returned to Cantonments, 
1 ^ill turn io the unfortunate Sir William and his companion Captain Tre- 
vor. It appears (though the information on this subject, having been glean- 
ed by me entirely from Aifghans, is meagre and unsatisflictory) it appears 
that it was the intention of the Sirdar Mahommed Akbar to seize the 
person of the Envoy and convey him to the city ; that on his throwing 
himself on him with this intention, the Envoy resisted and drew a small 
sword from a stick he carried. Mahommed Akbar, then pulled a pistol 
(given £im by Sir William) from his belt, and shpt him dead. Thus fell 
Sir ^William Hay Macnaghten, Dart. Gifted in an extraordinary degree 
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with a knowledge oi' Asiatic languages, both living and dead, he had pass- 
ed with cmlit and renown through the most important offices in the gift of 
the Indian Government, to fall at last by the vhand oT the man, whose 
father he had deprived of a throne, and who himself he had (Jriven into cap- 
tivity and bondage. Of his talents to govern such a country as this, I am 
no judge, but this I may say, that if by entertaining a too high opinion of 
a demoralized and barbarous natipn, he allowed himself to be caught in the 
snare of the fowler, yet he carried with him to his grave, if not the af- 
fection and regret, yet the esteem of the greater part of the Affghan na- 
tion ; whom, by his upright government and candid dealing, he bad, as far 
as such men can be, endeared to him ; and I may here remark, that since 
his death, mixing as I have done daily with all classes of AfFghans, 1 have 
seldom or ever heard them speak otherwise than well of him ; and their 
common remark was, that they wondered how a man who was in most 
things so straightforward should have allow'ed himself to be led into trea- 
cherous doings by Mahommed Akbar — mais revenons. 

Poor Captain Trevor ! he, less lucky, or from the situation he held more 
disliked than his attendant companions, attempted to mount behind the 
horse of “ Dost Mahommed Khan,’' but slipping, was cut down by that 
wretch Sultan Jan,” who, in dividing his head in two, exclaimed to his 
I'ollowers ** Iliimmi surj Trebor hustf** (this is that dog Trevor,) and he was 
cut to pieces by the sanguinary infidels. 

Dec. 2;Jrd 1811, — In Cantonments, whence an indistinct turmoil was 
vi.siblc towards the place w^here the Envoy had met the Chiefs, the troops 
stood to Iheir arms, a portion of them manning the walls. An order was 
issued to place under close arrest any Affghan Chiefs who might then be 
in Cantonments, and in this manner four men of rank were seized, and 
keptcas iiostagcs. Immediately on their being taken, many hundreds of 
the rebels, who w'ere in the Cantonment square, traflicking, or spying, 
made a rush at the different gates, fearing that they also would be taken. 
A scene then ensued which surpasses description, the gates completely 
blocked up by the hundreds striving to get outside, and those in the rear 
])ushing on the front, over the icy ground, upsetting scores, made confusion 
worse confounded. Af about four p. m., the Cantonments were completely 
cleared of them, and no more disturbance being visible in the neighbor- 
hood, the troops left the walls, the sentries being doubled. Hundredft^of 
reports were afloat as to the fate of the Envoy ; and Captain Grant, by the 
General’s ordcrs7*rode to the head of each regiment to assure them of Sir 
William’s safety, and to state that the conference having been disturbed 
by the conduct of some Ghazees, he had been carried, with his staff, ii^to 
the fort of Mahommed Shireef, and would return immediately. Every 
man formed his own opinion, as wc w'erc well aware that the ^General 
knew no more of the Flatter than we did, as none had arrived from the 
city, since Sir W. had departed. Evening set in ; and with our m^nds 
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fearfully* excited, we adjourned to mess. A chuprasscr, of the Quarter 
Masters establishment 54th Kegt. contrived to get in from the city, at 
about eight p. m., Ind brqpght the intelligence of the Envoy ’s murder, add- 
ing that theyjiad mutilated his body, and that he had seen a dog eating 
his hand ! This we kept secret, as not being confirmed. Should it have 
afterwards been proved false, it would have caused most unnecessary 
alarm. At nine r. m., a great disturbance was beard towards the city, lior- 
rible shouts and cries, flith rattling of musketry, caused the assembly to 
be sounded, and the walls again manned. By eleven the noise subsided, 
and we retired to rest. It was afterw'ards discovered, that the Cihazecs, 
and other rebels in the city, fearful that on our receiving the intelligence 
of the Envoy’s murder, we should put no more faith in these treaties, and 
at once attack them, had stood to their arms, thus giving us credit for 
much more activity and cnterprize, than we really possessed, ns there is 
not a doubt that we ought thus to have acted on Sir William’s murder, and 
the great majority of the enemy having made off with their plunder to 
their fastnesses in the mountains, a brigade might have destroyed the 
whole and fearfully avenged our Minister’s murder. But that inaction 
which paralyzed our power, also in this case prevailed ; though had the 
opinion ^.iid advice of the leading political authority on Sir William’s mas- 
sacre been followed, the dastardly as.sassin would not have triumphed in 
the complete success of his schemes ; but eather have lallon a victim to the 
proi^ess of our arms, or have been again, as belore, a i’ugitivc and waiider- 
^cr on the face of the earth. 

Dec. 24th. — A letter was received from the new magazine fort, signed by 
fifteen petty Ghilzic chiefs, offering to come over to our side, and act as an 
escort to Jcllalabad, on our paying them a certain sum of money, to whicli 
the General returned a reply to the effect, that he could only treat with 
the Sirdars themselves ; and pointing out that, as they could give no 
guarantee to carry their offer into effect, it was perfectly ridiculous. Dur- 
ing this day sundry letters arrived, stating that the Envoy was in safety in 
the city, and it was not until night that it became too certain that he had 
fallen a victim to the trap he had laid for another. An unusual excitement 
pervaded all classes and ranks, and it was concluded tliat all treaties being 
stopped, an immediate attack w'ould be made on the city. Ibey were soon 
undeceived# We attack the city ! We bad seen our Political Agent mur- 
dered, our magazine taken, our troops defeated, and bad not attacked it ! 
Why should we attack it now ? No, no, it was our fate again to allow our- 
selves to be ensnared by their miserable treaties, and, vacillating to the last, 
iij the end to fall victims to their treachery, and seal with the blood 
of a hundred officers, and 12,000 men, including camp followers, the work 
so inauppiciously commenced. We passed an anxious and exciting morn- 
ing; the fates of Lawrence, Mackenzie, and Trevoj still unknown, and that 
of j-he Envoy not credited. Hope still lingered in the breasts of many, that 
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he was only ai^ricd oif for his own and staffs safety. Our \!nemica 
throughout bad shewn such a merc^ul forbearance^ that wc might antici- 
pate our Envoy’s immediate return, in honour and safety. •• 

I’hc garrison of the new magazine fort sent in a letter through me, be> 
ing at the time on duty at the old bazaar fort contiguous to it, signed by fif- 
teen petty chiefs, offering if we would trust to them to escort us down 
in safety to Jellnlabad, and addiii$|: that it was the intention of the Sirdars 
to destroy us on the way, but that they could and would protect us, ai]d 
take us down in safety. 1 forwarded this to the General, who was at the 
time sitting in council. 

Ueport»iii circulation of our immediate retreat, fighting our way against 
all. This appears to be the general wish of the regimental officers in Can- 
tonments, who put no trust in the treaties formed with these barbarians, 
whose greatest pride is to outwit an enemy — We anticipated being sacri- 
liced, if trusting to treaties formed with them, — we first gave them arms and 
ammunition, and then threw ourselves into their hands. The general ex- 
clamation w as, “ Let us fight our way down, destroying every thing ere we 
leave Cantonments, and at least onc-third of us will reach Jellalabad ; or let 
us throw ourselves into the Bala Hissar, and hold out to the las^‘!” 'fhis 
latter w'ds the hope of many of us, who thought our Politicals Were only 
treating as a blind to the enemy ; but that they intended in the eleventh 
hour to throw off the mask, and march to the Bala Hissar, join the King, 
and by foraging parties and sallies get supplies and make a stand until re- 
lief could arrive ; and writing this as 1 do, calmly and refiectingly, months 
after the events have elapsed, there is not a doubt on ray mind or in that 
of those 1 have consulted, that w'c could there have held out against 
any elforts of the enemy to dislodge ns for any length of time. 

At last came the eventful Gth, which day was doomed to see the com- 
mencement of a retreat, that should terminate in the destruction of the 
whole force. The “ end of the beginning.” 

At a litlle past eight a, m., the baggage began to move slowly and amid 
great confusion, out of Cantonments. The 5th L. C., two guns H. A. 
and 54th Regiment Native Infantry, had been warned for Rear Guard, 
and as such had already manned the walls, and taken up position at the 
dilfcrciit posts. The old “ Nawaub” had sent a large party of his men, 
for the purpose of preventing the assemblage of the Affghans in^the neigir. 
bourbood, and though these certainly attempted to do their duty, and for a 
time kept the plundering rebels at a distance, yet the reports of the im- 
mense quantity of booty which the Cantonments contained, and which 
was about to be left behind, had gone abroad to a most exaggerated 
gree, and by one o’clock r. m., the scene outside the walls, became most 
fearful. Parties of wandering horsemen, dashing through the colpmn of 
biiggagc, cutting up the poor camp-followers, and carrying oif their 
booty, caused the white snow which covered the ground, ^to ,bc 
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ensan^irinetl with the blood of their helpless victims. The column 
had gone on uuattackedi and we who manned the walls, could af- 
ford no assistance, it being an almost Herculean task with so small 
a proportion qf Infantry to repel the hordes of plunderers who now came 
crowding to the scene. A narrow, and most unsuitable bridge had been 
thrown across the canal, and nearly three-fourths of the baggage of the 
army had been there stopped, while the Daths of the camel drivers, the be- 
wj^ilings of the Hindooslani servants, and the roar of the camels, added to 
the fierce shouts of the ** Ghazees” in the neighborhood, caused a “ Babel” 
of sounds, which may be imagined, but not described. At about 5 r. m. the 
sepoys, then having manned the walls for nearly eleven hoiin^, without 
tasting anything, and the thermometer below freezing point, the assembly 
sounded in the main street of Cantonments, and each olficer look his com- 
pany ! 1 the rendezvous there. Directly they left the walls, the Cantonments 
were filled, and about eight thousand men commenced the work of plunder 
and destruction, while the Rear guard, fortxicd in column in the middle, wit- 
nessed with full hearts the desecration of their “ Dii Penates.” At <5 p. m. 
the r^rdcr was given to march out of Cantonments through an opening which 
had been tnade in the walls, and proceeding 50 yards to form up and face 
our old resting p^acc, until the baggage should succeed in getting over the 
canal. Immediately that w'e left the Cantonments, the whole line of walls 
were manned by the rebels, who, uttering insults of every description 

t pcn*ed a volley of musketry on us, doing at this short distance great 
xecution. We then commenced file firing, tliough I fear, from the protec- 
tion afibrded the enemy by the walls, with very little eftect. Here fell 
Lieut, llardyman, 5th Light Cavalry, shot through the heart — and each 
corps engaged lost considerably. Colonel Chambers then despatched Lieut. 
Melville with the Light Company of his Regiment to occupy the* Pass 
over the Seah Sung hills, until such time as the Rear Guard should arrive 
there, and at half past nine, seeing the impossibility of crossing the bag- 
gage, he desired it to be left, and the Rear Guard to commence its march 
to “ Bagramee.” Here a most fierce attack was made by the enemy, 
and one of the guns, in attempting to cross the Canal, fell in and w'as 
obliged to bo deserted. At ten the small column reached the Scali 
Sung hills, from whence the sight of Cantonments was indeed fearfully 
gt«nd, thoAgh at the same time it struck sorrowfully to the minds 
of all. 'fhe night was dark and murky, while the columns of lurid 
smoke and fiame, from the Envoy and General’s houses, botli burning, 
ascended liigh into the heavens, and throwing a red glow around, caused 
tl^ thousands of Ailghan banditti in the vicinity to resemble fiends 
at their orgies ; while the faint moans of the dying, the louder cries 
of the ^wounded, and the harsh and exulting shouts of the Ghazees 
added to the effect. On every side lay women iftid children, dying from 
the, cold, or wounded w retches wishing for the death which came not. 
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After a most tedious and painful march we arrived at the halting place on 
the right bank of the Loghur River, at two a. m. 7th, and found the camp 
one mass of confusion ; no places marked out fof the dliferent Regimvnts 
or baggage ; the snow very deep on the ground ; all order go^e. The men 
crowded together, and vainly attempted to impart warmth to each other, 
hut many who lay down that night, rose no more. The otficers, wrapped 
in their cloaks, lay shivering on«the groiuid, after eighteen hours’ hard 
work being entirely exhausted and longing fof the day. They thus 
passed this miserable night. At eight o’clock a. m. on the morning 
of the 7th the assembly sounded, and the column forming slowly com- 
menced itVi march. 54th Regt. N. I. and 5th L. C. were the advance guard, 
37th Regt. over the treasure, the Shah’s Gth and Anderson’s horse the 
main column, and the 44th (a portion of them) and mountain train were 
the rear guard. As the latter were leaving the encampment ground, 
a small party of Ghilzies made a bold attack, and to the surprise of 
the whole force (when it was .afterwards made acquainted wdth the fact) 
succeeded in capturing all the mountain train guns. Comment is here 
needless. Brigadier Anquetil, who commanded the rear guard, in terms 
of sorrow and indignation, reported the circumstance to the Major 
General.' Horsemen were observed passing from all sides to our front, 
where, under the shade of “ Abdullah Khan’s” fori, and accompanied by 
many Ghilzies, they were collected in great force. The original intention 
of the General on starting from Bagramee, was to move on at onbe to 
Khoord Kabool, but that fate, which seemed to hang over us, caused hinifl 
on arriving at Batkak, to alter his determination, and command a halt 
at the latter place, — scaling the doom of thousands, and playing into 
our enemy’s hands, the very game they wanted. A party of horsemen, 
headed by some chief, now appeared on the scene, and Captain Skin- 
ner was despatched with a flag of truce to discover who they were, and 
ask their intentions. They proved to be the Sirdar Mahomud Akbar 
Khan and his followers, amounting to about six hundred horsemen. The 
Sirdar said, they bad come on the part of the chiefs of Aflghanistan to see 
us down to Jcllalabad, and demanded six hostages that the force should 
not proceed farther than Tezeen, cre Major General Sir Robert Sale eva- 
cuated Jcllalabad, fearing, or pretending to do so, that the junction of the 
two forces would make them strong enough to return in the springe to 
Caubul. After two or three messages, the Major General decided on 
giving three hostages, and Major Pottinger, C. B. accompanied by Cap- 
tains Lawrence and Mackenzie, were sent over to the Sirdar, who received 
them with great show of kindness. During these negociations, the Glpl- 
zies, (footmen) in the neighbourhood were keeping up a continued skir- 
mishinj,' tight in the ravines and ditches in the vicinity. ^ 

The 54th Regiment Native Infantry were sent out as Light Infantry to 
repel these latter, while H. M. 44ih were formed on a small hillock facing 
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MaliuntRid Akbar Khan and his party, for the piirposfr ol checking his 
further advance. 

'i'he shades of evening fell, and found us still in the same position, but, 
as is their ustial practice on it becoming dusk, the horsemen on the hill, 
and the footmen in the ravines retired. The troops just as much tired as 
if they bad been marching all day, and dispirited by observing their com- 
rades falling around them, while these, to all observant eyes, useless nego- 
cytions, were being carried on. On the other hand, the Sirdar had gained 
his point. Instead of making the forced marches we intended, and whicli 
would have carried us at once out of both the snow and the power of our 
enemies ; we had allowed ourselves to be deceived and out-mamVuvred by 
this politic barbarian, and had halted at the mouth of the Passes until 
they should become occupied, and barricaded by the Ghilzie foe. Another 
night -and such a night! — fell. The soldiers exhausted by fatigue, cold, 
and hunger, lay down at once in the snow, which was to many both 
a grave, and winding sheet. Twelve oificers, of which the writer was one, 
crowded round the hot ashes of a pistol case ; and with some bottles 
of n me still remaining, tried to keep off the effect of the cold. They then 
all huddldtl together, and lay down on the ground to sleep. 

Jan. 8th. — M( 4 rning broke gloomily and very cold, and found our force 
reduced indeed. The sepoys, many of them frost-bitten to a dreadful 
degree, welcomed death as a release, and being unable to move away 
courted ihe stroke of the Aflghan knife. At eight a. m., the orders arrived 
to march through the Pass to ** Khoord Cabool,” and the baggage as usual 
rushed to the front, vainly hoping for safety there. Already had the Ghil- 
zies commenced from the ravines in the neighbourhood a brisk and de- 
structive fire, when the 44th, led on by Major 4'hain, A. D. C., and 
Captain Lawrence, made a most gallant charge, driving all before them. 
The troops then fell in, in order of march ; the rear guard composed 
of 5th L. C., H. M. 44th, 37th Native Infantry, and two guns. The 54th 
Regiment just in front of them formed the treasure guard, and the rest in 
front. We started under a brisk but concealed fire on all sides, which, 
while it annoyed us much, at the same time, we were unable to return, 
not having sufficient effective men to spare the required number of skir- 
mishers. However on reaching the mouth of the Pass, the fire from one 
particular hill was so severe, that Major Ewart ordered the officer in 
charge of the Light Company 54th to associate with him 20 men* of the 
European convalescents, and crown the height. 'I’he Light Company, 
consisting of about 20 dies, and the Europeans, accordingly advanced at a 
diuble, and commenced the really formidable task. As the snow had fallen 
so deeply as to conceal any ravines or irregularities on the side of the moun- 
tain, causing it to appear like a large pyramid, the men not knowing where 
to step sometimes disappeared entirely. However, officer and about four 
of his i^en succeeded in reaching the summit, having entirely silenced the 
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enemy’s fire in that direction ; but observing the very small numbei^ of men 
who had gained the ascent, the Major sounded the recal. The confusion 
was now fearful beyond description ; attacked by a coniiealed and pov^er- 
fiil enemy on both flanks, front and rear, baggage was deserted on all 
sides, and the Ghilzies, made bolder by success, advanced knife in hand, 
uttering loud cries, to the attack. The 44th, as rear guard, showed a gal- 
lant though weak front, and their loss was great. In the centre of the 
Pass dreadful indeed was the slaughter ; wounded men covered with 
blood, vainly endeavoured to obtain a safer place in the advance, and only 
rendered the confusion greater- Baggage, ammunition, and even children 
were deserted, and to get out of the Pass seemed the object of all. The 
poor ladies, sharers of our misfortunes and miseries, and noble ones too, 
had to endure, equally with ourselves, the general attack. Lady Sale 
had three shots through her clothes, one taking elfect in her arm. A 
Kujawa containing Mrs. Boyd, her’s and Mrs. Anderson’s children, 
was overset, and though she herself escaped with one child, two of 
the latter, one belonging to herself, one to Mrs. Anderson, fell into 
the hands of the enemy (Mrs. Boyd’s w'as returned to her next day by 
Mahommnd Akbar Khan, and Mrs. Anderson’s four mouths afterwards, 
having in the interim been most kindly treated by the old •Nanaub.) 
But to return. The retreat at this period took the appearance of a route, 
and we had the greatest difficulty in getting the treasure out of the defile. 
On reaching the extremity of the Pass, the Horse Artillery, that Aoble 
bi'iinch of the service, whose courage, even in extremity, never failed, ancK 
who supported all their misfortunes cheerfully, halted, and turning a gun 
on the PfOss, awaited the debouchment of our troops and the arrival of 
the enemy’s. This soon happened, and we received them with some well- 
directed round of grape ; but alas ! they were too powerful, and after los- 
ing on our side many valuable lives, amongst others those of Captain (Bt. 
Major) Patton who had lost his arm in Cantonments, and Captain Sturt, 
Ex-Engineer, the enemy remained in possession of the gun. To add to 
our now fast increasing miseries, it began to snow heavily, and the weari- 
ed and wounded troops, took up their ground on the high table land at 
Khoord Kabul with heavy and dreadful forebodings as to their future fate. 
Night, and such a night ! slowly wore away — and on waking in the morn- 
ing, I found two sepoys frozen to death at my feet, having crept up tryi^ig 
to gain a little warmth from the edges of the posteen that covered me ! 

At eight A. M. again we got orders to march, but the column of baggage, 
which as usual rushed to the front, had not proceeded a mile ere it was 
countermanded, and a halt w'as decided upon, Mahommud Akbar having 
promised the General, through Skinner, to forward to us plentiful supplies 
of every description, which promise none believed but those w^bo had 
all along been the Sirdar’s dupes. Supplies! where were they to come 
from? In a bleak, barren, mountainous country, our enemy promises 
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supplies ibr some thousand men, and is believed! Hade all the dour in 
the neighbouring forts been made into bread it would not have been a 
ration a man. Another 4^.y, in the deepest snou, on the highest table 
land in the vi(;inity of Caubul, was thus to be passed by us; our force 
being even then but merely nominal, as the natives’ hands and feet were 

nearly all frost bitten, and the cold was so intense as to render non- 

effective those few who had as yet escaped. About 180 or 160 men, was 
the^ greatest strength ol* our strongest regiments, and each hour made 

them fewer, and so we halted! M^or Thaiii and myself, uho 

had been sent on to stop the baggage, which had crowded on a head, after 

some trouble succeeded in doing so, and the camp followers, etc. again 
assembled at Khoord Kabul. About ten a. m. the Sirdar appeared on a 
hill about half a mile distance from camp, surrounded by his followers, 
and Cffptain Skinner brought over a message from him stating that as the 
road was not safe he should be happy to take the ladies and families, and 
the wounded, down to Jellalabad. This, after asking the ladies, was ac- 
cepted, and they prepared to go over to a fort in the neighbourhood, 
about < wo miles from camp, accompanied by some wounded oflicers, and 
their husbittids, whom the General had ordered with them. 

At abor ^ two p. m., a number of Anderson’s horse deserted, ahti many 
more attomping to do so, the officers of the dilfcrent regiments rushed 
ill sivord ill hand hitting them with their swords, and Lieutenant Hawtrey 
of thd 67th, gallant young officer, cut down two of them. A general 
parade was ordered, and Khoda J3uksh Khan, accompanied by the Assist- 
ant Adjutant General, poor Grant, rode to the head of each regiment, and 
said that he had come from Mahomed Akbar, who declared liis intention 
of killing, or sending back any men that should desert to him. Parade 
dismissed, the poor men returned to their ground, each regiment muster- 
ing from 100 to 150 men, many of these disabled by frost and cold, or 
wounds received in the Passes. The effects of the former were most won- 
derful, the bands or feet had become completely raw, as if they had 
been severely burnt, and the pain was so excessive, that groans were heard 
on all sides, more particularly from those on whose extremities mortifica- 
tion had taken place. I observed an officer (Captain Shaw, 54th) lying 
moaning on the snow, and on taking Dr. Cardew up to him, he said the 
wlvile of hiil lower limbs were dead, he having received a compound frac- 
ture of the thigh, at Bulkak. Many other officers were nearly in the same 
state. Majors Griffiths, 37th, Scott, 44th, Lieutenants Bott and Bazett of 
the 5th L. C., all likewise badly wounded. And as the night fell in, the 
cryes of those suffering in the immediate neighbourhood became loud and 
agonizing. The subdued moans of enduring patience, or the more audible 
outcriesgof rage and despair, were fearfully distinct. Night wore away, 
and at the earliest dawn, a bush fire was opened on our flank, by the 
persevering foe ; we however, with the exception of the sentry, conti- 

9 



CXIV 


APPEK’DIX. 


t r 

mied lying (lo«n, as we were not strong enough to leave cMmp and 
encounter the enemy, and by lying down the balls principally pass- 
ed over us. At eight the bugle sounded for^ marclfing, and theorear 
guard, composed of the Shah’s 2d Irregular Cavalry and ^he 51th Regi- 
ment N. I., the 37th in charge of treasure, off we set. On leaving the 
ground, a strong party of the enemy charged down the hill, and the 54th 
fronting them, the Shah’s 2d Cawilry were ordered to charge, which set- 
ting off* at a gallop, they accordingly did ; but, ifi the astonishment of all 
beholders, instead of charging as our own forces and friends, they halted* on 
reaching the (ihilzies, uttered a loud shout, and turning round, shewed a front 
against us ; while the 54th officers on the plain below, observing w^hat they 
thought was so gallant a charge, leaving the ranks, cheered them on. But 
their hearts indeed sunk within them, when they saw themselves exposed 
alone to the attack of this large party of Ghilzies, and these horsemen, on 
whom had been their sole dependence, joined the ranks of their foes, 
doubly traitors both to our Government and Shah Shoojah, which is the 
more wonderful, as they were one of the finest regiments ever seen, and 
the portion of them at Jcllalahad behaved very well. However cold, 
hunger, hardship of all sorts, and overwork will change any body of men. 
The column having got on its way, the rear guard, now the 54th Hegi- 
ineiit alone, commenced its march amidst a heavy fire from all sides, and 
strange to say, with strict orders not on any account to return it ! as by 
so doing we might possibly injure our friends. Strange indeed mu&t the 
infatuation of those be, who could see their owm forces and followers 
mowed down in hundreds, and yet consider the destroyers /nm/lv / / 

On leaving the ground at Khoord Kabul, the destruction distinctly visible 
to the rear guard was more than fearful — all those (European and Native) 
whoin frost or wounds had incapacitated, and prevented leaving their 
ground, w ere murdered before our very eyes ; so near, that the officer com- 
manding the Light Company 54th, the last of all, actually heard the 
gurgle ill the throat of a sergeant, which these fiends in human form were 
cutting — and these were the friends^ on whom we were not to fire ! 

The column proceeded, losing men every second, the Gbilzies following 
at about 50 paces in the rear, and becoming bolder every moment. On 
Lieut. Melville’s horse being shot, they rushed up, seized him by the collar, 
and ere he could extricate himself from the saddle, the horse having fallen 
on him, h.ad actually commenced stripping him, when four sepoys w'ho 
had remained with him bayonetted three of the ruffians and shot a fourth. 
Immediately on this the whole regiment, then about a hundred and 
thirty strong, opened their ffre, and repulsed the assailants for a tingye ; 
but on reaching the jungle Tarechee (dark Pass) where there is a sharp 
turn ia the road, the enemy were for a minute shut out from pur fire ; 
they took advantage ol^ this, rushed in from all sides in great strength, made 
a fierce attack, and the 54th Rcgt. was cut to pieces. Major Ewart, <;om- 
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manding, had both his arms broken, and rode on to the front. Lieuts. 
Weaver and Morrison were also wounded, and Brevet Capt. Kirby kil- 
led.. Observing thc^'cgimi^ital colour on the ground and the Jemadar killed, 
1 immediately^seized it, and tried to make my way forward with it, when I 
received a stunning sword cut on the head, which felled me to the grounil ; 
ere I could rise, another blow from a spear was received by me, and the 
color snatched from my grasp. Crawling on I had nearly reached my 
regiment, when I again deceived two other w^ounds, and found myself sur- 
rounded by upwards of twenty of the Aiighans ; however they all of a 
sudden perceived a chest of treasure, and leaving me rushed to the greater 
booty, and I thus contrived to crawl through the snow at the road side to 
the column. Faint from loss of blood, finding n pony without a saddle, 

I contrived to mount on its back, and mercifully reached the middle of the 
column, now, with the exception of the Horse Artillery and H. M. dlth, a 
mziss of confusion worse confounded. Many a good soldier had bit tlie 
dust, and the column now consisted of nothing but sertants, camp followers, 
wounded and unarmed soldiers, and baggage. The 44th and a gun were 
ordered on a hill to the right, and shcw'ed a gallant though weak front to 
the enem> but to very little purpose. On reaclung the head of the Hurt 
Kotul, I .^ound that the loss of blood, and the extreme cold (wAich was 
beyond every thing intense) made me so faint, that 1 was unable to proceed 
further. The column passed on, and I had not been there five minutes, ere 
a hofsemau rode up, who had accompanied Capt. Skinner from his inter- 
view with the Sirdar, and olTered me a “ nan,” (a Native loaf,) for a 
rupee, this I wanted not, but 1 bought and gave it to a poor Euro- 
pean struggling on. I then offered the man seven rupees (being all 1 had) it 
he would mount me before him, and take me to the Sirdar’s ; this he 
agreed to do, and placing -me before him on his saddle lie proceeded ; 
about a quarter of a mile in rear of the baggage, wc mel the Sirdar and 
bis followers, who received me most kindly. He laid me down on a 
bank, and with his own hands dressed ray wounds, by placing in them 
burnt lint to staunch the blood. He then mounted me behind a fol- 
lower, and having put a turban on my head, and given me a posteeii, 
made me proceed by his side. On reaching the valley under the ilnft 
Kotul, a most melancholy and fearful sight w'as given to view. Here had 
be(;n the fieiKcsi attack of the whole ; from the hills on each side of the Pass 
the enemy had rushed down sword in hand, whilst at the same time a most 
deadly hre from the rocks and caverns at the side was kept up, causing a 
frightful amount of slaughter, more particularly amongst the European 
portion of the troops, whom, from their secure hiding places, the enemy 
picked ofl* with fearful accuracy. The Sirdar halted at each liluropcaii 
body, and asked me whether it was a sahib, or a gora, and 1 recognised 
Major Scott, 44th, Major Ewart, 54th, Dr. Bryce, lU A. ; (Captains Leighton 
and^W. White, 44th, and Lieut. Shaw, 54th, having been killed in the early 
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part of the day , where 1 was wounded. The above make thcc. number 
of killed this day, although many others were wounded. J)r. Cardew 
mortally, three officers of my regiment besides^ myself^ Lieut. Hamjlton 
5th Cavalry, etc. On arriving with the Sirdar at the mouth of the Tezeen 
valley, we took the road up a hill to the right, going straight for the 
fort. 1 could hardly keep my seat from w'cakness, yet I still have a 
vivid recollection even now, of t]jtc fearfully diminished state of the camp, 
and the impression it made upon me, as I gazed ^ii it from the summit of 
the hill; not one-eighth of the men who started with us, were nbw 
remaining; the greater portion had already been numbered with the dead, 
and thosp that remained, were in a most fearful state. From this part of 
my journal, all that is stated is from enquiry, or statements made by one 
or other of the few lookers-on, or actors that remained ; my own remarks 
will be confined as to the bodies 1 saw on the road, and the native reports 
or letters brought in by the Hurkaru to the Sirdar's camp. I was taken 
straight to the lower fort at Tezeen, where 1 was laid down in a corner 
of a wretchedly dirty room, about 12 feet square, accompanied by about 
25 wounded and naked Hindostanies ; however 1 was sincerely thankful 
for my providential escape, and cast many a sorrowing thought back on 
my lato poor companions in arms, exposed to the attacks of a , numerous 
and blood-thirsty enemy, and, without food or clothing! and the weather 
bitter cold. 1 found Captains Haig, Ilellcw and Skinner at the fort, 
who had accompanied some horsemen when the fire became very Lot in 
the Tezeen valley, and thus escaped present destruction, as they were 
quite alone, w'ith the exception of the above-mentioned horsemen of the 
Sirdar’s, and for whom they waited, in the hope of making sound, decisive 
and favorable terms, as it w'as now evident to all, that nothing but terms 
of seme description could save the force from inevitable and total destruc- 
tion. Famine, cold and starvation, added to the attacks of an unsparing 
and barbarous enemy, caused even hope to tly from the breast of all. 
On the arrival of the Sirdar, be again told them, as he had before told 
Captain Skinner in the morning, that he could not protect the whole of 
the camp, but, that if the European officers and soldiers would give up 
their arms, and place themselves entirely under his protection (officers 
being allowed to keep their sw'ords) he would escort the whole of them 
safely to Jellalabad ; this, Captain Skinner told him he kuen^ would pot 
be accepted of, as it would reflect eternal disgrace upon the General ; the 
Sirdar replied, if they did not do so the whole force would be cut to pieces, 
and he could offer no other terms. Captains Skinner, Bellew, and Heig 
then departed to relate to the General what had passed; and we took 
a kind farew'ell of each other. The Sirdar then came into the room where 
1 lay, and 1 must say, did all he could to make my situation comfortable ; 
he applied lint to my vgounds, and gave me tea with his own hands ; he ap- 
peared very anxious to receive the General’s reply, and when the news 
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arrived, vthat the troops had marched after a halt of about^tvro hours, seem-' 
ed agitated in the extreme, and repeatedly said to me, They nvill all be cut 
to pieces; why djl they^not accept the terms I offered them?” Early the 
next morning he mounted, and with his followers proceeded by a short cut 
across the mountain to Jugdulluk, leaving me in charge of Ameer Khan, 
a follower of the Rajah, telling me to be easy, that all 1 wanted should be 
granted, and that 1 should be joined ^n the evening by the ladies and 
hostages, when 1 shmild go on by easy marches in a kirjaivah to 
.llllalabad. 

I shall now, leaving my own relation, follow the course of the camp, 
until the fatal termination of all their suilerings on the hill at Giindamuck. 
Rctw'ecn seven and eight o’clock v. m., the troops, hardly rested by their 
halt of two hours, commenced again their perilous and dreadful march ; 
and after a night’s march, interrupted by attacks from the enemy, both in 
front and rear, which had the effect of driving the camp followers back- 
wards and forwards like waves of the sea, they reached Kutta Sung, about 
day break on the llth, where they halted about one hour, continuing 
their march towards Jugdulluck at nine o’clock, which place they reached 
about hakf past two p. m., the last mile or two having been most dreadfully 
harassed . by the enemy, and leaving many valuable lives on the rbad ; Dr. 
Cardew, mortally wounded, was left on the ground at 'l’e74een ; Dr. Duff, 
about a mile on the road from Scab Baba ; Pay-master Bourke and 
linsign Fortye, 44th, died of wounds received on the road. On reaching the 
latter place, it w'as observed that the w'hole of the hills and sides of the 
road were occupied by the enemy, who, as our force descended into the 
valley, with their jingals did grj^at execution, and again covered the road 
with the dying and the dead ; the rear guard was formed of 50 file of the 
44th, and some 20 file of the 5th Light Cavalry, which, with the excep- 
tion of a few hie in front, now composed the whole remaining force; 
the camp follow^ers and troops were so thick a body, that nearly every 
one of the enemy’s shots told ; they at last took up a position on a height, 
near some ruined walls. As scarcely any Europeans of the advance now 
remained, and the enemy were increased, the General called all the oiheers 
(about 2U) to form line and shew a front. They had scarcely done so ere 
Captain Grant, Assistant Adjutant General received a ball through his 
cheek, wh^h broke his jaw. On the arrival of the rear guard, which was 
followed up by the enemy, the latter took possession of a height close to 
the troops’ position. For security our men went within the ruined walls, 
they being at the time almost maddened with hunger and thirst. A stream 
of clear water was running in the front, and within 150 paces of their posi- 
Aon, but no man could venture down without a certainty of being massacred. 
For about half an hour they had a respite from the fire of the enemy, 
who. However, closely watched their proceeding^. Captain Johnson was 
desired by the General to see if any bullocks or camels were procurable 
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from among the followers, and he luckily found three of the former, which 
were instantly killed, and served out to the Europeans, and as instantly 
devoured, although raw, and still reeking with hlpod. ^ , 

A few horsemen being observed near at hand, a signal was made for 
one of them to approach ; he did so, and was questioned, as to what chief 
was present. He replied, “ Mahommud Akbar Khan a message was 
sent to the Sirdar by the General, as to why we were again molested. 
A reply was brought back, that the chief wished tif converse with Skinner, 
who therefore returned with the messenger. This was at about half past 
three p. m. AVc had now fondly hoped that further annoyance would be 
stopped. .Scarcely, however, had Skinner taken his departure, and they 
who had been marching for the last thirty hours had thrown themselves 
down on the ground, completely worn out by cold, fatigue, hunger, and 
thirst, than their peresvering foe, not yet glutted with the blood of the 
thousands that had fallen, suddenly commenced firing volley after volley 
into the enclosure, where they were resting. All was again instant 
confusion ; there was one general rush outside ; men and cattle all 
huddled together, each urgently striving to shield himself from the 
murderoue fire of the enemy. At this time, about twenty gallant soldiers 
of the Queen's made a simultaneous rush down the hills to drive the 
enemy from their heights in the neighbourhood, lu this they were most 
successful, for the latter had taken to flight even ere our soldiers reached 
their position. In about a quarter of an hour, as our small party would 
not admit of any division, the aforementioned soldiers were recalled. 
They again entered within the walls, and again instantly was their foe in 
his former position, dealing death among them. At about-5 r. m. Skinner 
returned, with a message that the Sirdar wished to see the General, Bri- 
gadier Shelton and Captain Johnson at a conference — and that if they 
would go over, he would engage to put a stop to any further aunuyance, 
and give food to the troops ; and that if Brigadier Shelton and Captain 
Johnson would remain as hostages for General Sale’s evacuation of Jellal- 
abad, he would escort our small remaining force in safety. Mahomed 
Shah Khan, (fatlicr-in-law of the Sirdar) came at dusk, with an escort to 
receive the three latter ; and they started in the confident hope that some 
arrangement might be effected by which to save the few remaining lives ; 
they proceeded to the upper end of the valley, and found thecSirdar at^,l 
his party bivouacking in the open air. Nothing could exceed the 
kind manner in which they were received by the chief, who immediately, on 
hearing that they were hungry and thirsty, ordered a cloth to be spread 
on the ground, and some pillaos and tea to be brought. After having satis- 
fied their appetites, they sat round a blazing fire, and conversed on vari- 
ous subiects. By the General’s desire, Captain Johnson begged of the 
Sirdar that he would carl^v in the morning forward provisions to the troops, 
and make arrangements for supplying them with water, both of which he 
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pvoraiscKl to do. The General was also most anxious he ^should be permit- 
ted to return in the morning to his troops, and stated he would send Bri- 
gadier Anquctil, Should, he require another oflicer in his stead, and also 
pointed out the stigma that would attach to him, should he remain in a 
place of safety, while such imminent danger was pending over his troops, 
'i'o this the Sirdar w'ould* not consent* At about 11, after promising he 
would early in the morning call togetl^cr the Chiefs of the Pass to make 
arraiigeinents for the froops’ safe escort, he shewed the three oflicers into 
a small tent, where, stretched on the ground, they soon found that repose 
which had been so long denied them. 

Jan. 12th — When they awoke in the morning, they were w'arned by the 
Sirdar’s confidential servants not to leave the tent, as the Ghilzie Chiefs 
were coming in with their followers and they might get insulted. At 
about nine a. m., the Chiefs of the Pass, and of the country towards 
Soorkab arrived, when they and the General sat down to discuss matters. 
The Chiefs were most bitter in their expressions of hatred towards us, and 
declared that nothing would satisfy either them or their men, but the utter 
extvnaination of the intidcl dogs. Money they would not receive, 'fhe 
Sirdar, ai far as words went, tried all in his power to conciliate them, and 
when all other arguments failed, put them in mind that his fathef and the 
whole of his family were in the hands of the British Government at Loo- 
deauah, and that vengeance would be taken on the latter in the event of 
moi'Cy not being shewn to us. Mahomed Shah Khan offered them Rs. 
00,000, in tlic event of our being allowed to proceed unmolested. This 
they refused, and requested to consult with their followers, when they told 
Mahomed Shah Khan, that they would accept two lakhs, and grant a free 
passage. On this being represented to the General he agreed to it, and 
made known the same to Mahomed Shah ; who went away, promising 
to return quickly. Captain Skinner was written to early in the day to beg 
he would come over; this letter, however, did not reach him until he had 
received a mortal wound, of which he died the same day, and thereby 
Government w'as deprived of a most valuable oflicer, and his friends of 
a kind and intelligent companion. 

Until twelve o’clock crow'da of Ghilzies kept swarming in from the sur- 
rounding country, to make their salaam to the Sirdar, to participate in the 
plunder ofmu^ unfortunate people, and revel in English blood. The Sirdar 
endeavoured to pacify them, but with no effect. At about one p. m. the Sir- 
dar left the General and went to the top of the hill in rear of our bivouack, 
where, from the time of the departf^e of the General, all had been confu- 
sion, or a scene of bloody slaughter. The troops (few remaining) had 
been kept under a constant fire the whole day, deprived of both food and 
water, having lost Captain Skinner, while Major Thain and many others 
had received severe wounds instead of, as the Si^ar had assured the offi- 
cers with him, having been treated with every kindness, and supplied with 
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ail they wanted. »1 will now leave the hostages, ladies, prisoners, 6tc. and 
follow the course of the troops for their few remaining hours. 

With anxiety did they await the return of the CV5neral*and his party,, in 
the hope that, through their means, matters would be satisfactorily ar- 
ranged, further hostilities cease, and their progress to .lellalabad ensured. 
On the 10th evening, when the General did not return, the officers had 
come to the resolution to retreat at* all hazards to .lellalabad, wliich how- 
ever was afterwards changed, and they agreed to w^it further intelligence 
from Mahommed Akbar’s camp ; which they did, being under, a heavy fire 
the whole of the 11th. On the morning of the 12th, they were filled with 
hopes of release from their situation, which however were soon dissipated by 
a large party of Affghans, who, taking up a position on a hill to the south- 
east, opened a murderous fire on them. To appease this, Captains Skin- 
ner and Bellow went out to parley with some horsemen, who came in 
sight, when one of them mortally wounded the former gallant fellow, 
and then on the latter giving the alarm, and bringing out the few remain- 
ing Europeans, retreated to the camp, glorying in the murder they had 
committed. Since my captivity I have discovered, from his own confes- 
sion, that the bloody villain was Ser Bullund Khan, an influentiav Ghilzie 
chieftain.* 

On the Europeans cliarging, the enemy took to flight, but resumed their 
former position when our gallant fellows retired behind their broken 
walls; again charge succeeded charge, and the numbers of our gallant 
band were fast decreasing, while those of the determined foe were propor- 
tionately increasing ; — so that by one p. m., the old walls were entirely 
surrounded, and hundreds of rifles poured in their murderous discharge 
from every side. The Artillerymen, those few that remained, formed in 
tlie ranks of the 44th, and gallantly supported on foot that deathless repu- 
tation they had gained, when urging their daring steeds into the heart of 
the battle. About two r. m., the last charge was made without any ad- 
vantage on our side, but with great and melancholy loss. Captain Mar- 
shall (Shah’s 6th) severely wounded; Lieut. Wade, II. M. 44th shot dead; 
Lieut. Hawtrey, ,37th N. 1., also being wounded ; these as well as every 
other officer having most conspicuously distinguished themselves, devot- 
ing even their lives, when called upon, with patriotic bravery. A party 
of the 44th now took up a position on a small hill commanding the ap- 
proach to the old fort, which kept the enemy in some measure at bay ; 
the ground being completely covered with the bodies of the dead and dying 
was a fearful sight ; soldiers taking ttik last words of some favorite com- 
rade, which they were never fated to convey ; while dying officers gavp 
their few papers to a friend, who, a few short hours afterwards was doom- 
ed to lip on the bloody field himself. ^ 

At 3 p. M., an Aflghan arrived, bearing a letter from Major General Sale, 
concealed in a ciuill about bis person, and who took back an answer, stj-t- 
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iiig their melancholy situation, and begging for immediate succour. Some 
ponies were killed this-day, served out and eaten raw by the men, while 
WFjter was only iftocure^l at the risk of the men's lives. In consequence of 
no letter or communication being received from the General’s party, 
Brigadier Anquctil called a council of war, when it was decided to retreat 
at all hazards ; and therefore, at 9 p. m. this final, destructive, yet in evita- 
ble step was taken, leaving all the siq)c and wounded to be massacred on 
the ground. The conitisioii was great; the 44th took the lead by mistake, 
and the Cavalry and Artillery did not leave till the Ghilzies w'ere in the 
midst of them, shooting them or dealing death with their fearful knives. 
A rush then took place for the road, and all proceeded on without the 
least order : about three miles from Jugdulluck they arrived at a barrier 
composed of felled trees well twisted together, about six feet high ; bitter 
confusion now took place, the Afighans rushing down from each side, 
caused fearful havoc among our troops. “ Sauve qui peut,” was the cry, 
and, although many ollicers and men fell victims to the irautic fanatics, yet 
at length the united exertions of horses and men forced the barrier down, 
and n^^ain the much decreased column pushed forward. The 14th wens 
again pu4 into something like order, by the united exertions of Captain By- 
grave ard other^ofiicers, who on this and every occasion, each arufall nobly 
distinguished themselves, proudly upholding the pre-eminent superiority 
of the British name, cheerfully bearing their many hardships, and striving 
to impart fibpe and spirit into the minds of their men. 

Here fell Brigadier Anquetil, a most brave and able officer, wlio, to the 
last, had striven to the utmost to uphold order and some sort of arrange- 
ment in the proceedings of the troops. About .100 of all colours crossed 
the barrier; the remainder had met their fate between it and Jugdulluck, 
or bad taken to the Hills in the neighbourhood. * 

The Affghans in large bodies followed the little troop of soldiers and 
followers, who now had to contend every step of their retreat; onward 
they proceeded, and onward also were signal lires denoting their approach, 
well lighted by the enemy, wliich spread from hill to hill, with mctcor- 
like rapidity ; at about three miles in advance, another barrier had been 
formed by the enemy, but not of the strength of the former one, and 
again the enemy made a rush, which was however gallantly repulsed, 
tVough wijh 9 ome loss on our side. It was at this time about one a. m., 
and our whole body of fighting men, consisting of some hundred or so, 
w'ith amongst the whole of the men not more than .10 muskets. 

At three a. m. they arrived at the Soorkaul river, the bridge across 
ijhich was occupied by the enemy in force, so as to oblige the poor men 
to cross the bitterly cold water, although a small party also succeeded in 
forcing^ the bridge. Here fell Lieut. Cadell, H. M. 44 th, who was shot 
through the back of the neck, just as he was ieaving the water. The 
wl|ole body of troops now became most dispirited, nearly giving up nil 
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hope ; parties were formed, who chose their own leader, and order 

was gone. Many of the officers who had preserved their horses, now 
made a push for the front, vainly hoping their , steeds* would yet carry 
them in safety to the goal of their wishes — Jellalabad. \\ seven a. m. 
eighty men composed the whole of this doomed little body; the 
Afghans were pressing close on their rear, and the numbers in their 
immediate vicinity were about V)00, so that on approaching Gunda- 
inuk, it was deemed advisable to take to a hill on the left hand side of 

I 

the road, and crowding it, repel, as best they could, the attacks of their 
unsparing foe. After being there about ten minutes, a horseman ad- 
vanced, who, waving his turban, requested to parley. This was done, and 
Major Griffiths accompanied by Mr. Blewitt, one of Captain Johnson's 
writers, as interpreter, was sent to see what terms could be made with the 
Chief, who was about some half a mile off. The enemy in the vicinity im- 
mediately on their departure, waving flags, approached and offered them 
“ Mflws” (native loaves) for sale, but, most unfortunately for our troops on 
their arrival amongst them, they immediately began seizing the muskets 
from the hands of the Europeans, who resisting this, the Affghans again 
retired, and from a short distance opened a murderous fire, which orr men 
returned,' until all their ammunition wfis exhausted, and began ^ to throw* 
stones, which perceiving, the enemy rushed in with drawn knives among 
them, and with the exception of two officers and four men, the whole of this 
doomed band fell victims to the sanguinary mob. 
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An Adreniure in the Khyhvr PanH. 

Wc mentioned in last issue, Laving just received a very interesting letter 
from m officer at (iundamuck ; and amongst other matters, our correspon- 
dent givofc the following particulars of the narrow' escape of a friend of hia, 
w'ho had* recent^ pushed up alone from Peshawur to join Gencral*Pol lock’s 
army, meeting with adventures on the road which had tarnished the subject 
of conversation for several days in camp, and caused consider able admiration 
for t,he dasthng spirit displayed by Captain Trower and his small party. It 
seems that this officer, w’ho was on his way up to the army, heard of its 
having moved in advance, and being resolved at all risks to share the glory 
that awaited his comrades, he made up his mind to push on, in the hope of 
overtaking the force, notwithstanding that the road was considered any 
thing but safe, parties of marauders being .about in all directions. Captain 
Trower was not, however, to be turned from his purpose by this intelli- 
gence, and procuring the escort of half a dozen Hindustani horsemen, 
and placing his baggage on as many mules, he made his way through 
the Khybur to Chardeh, where we believe there is a small military post, 
and at that place most providentially he was delayed a day by sickness, for 
it .afterwards came to light that the marauders had received intimation 
of his approach, and were on the look out for him in the desert, in great 
numbers ; 4 bu 1 becoming impatient, they dispersed in consequence of his not 
appearing at the time they expected ; the danger of the next march, which 
lies across the desert, w'as, liowcver, so strongly pressed upon Capt. Trower’s 
notice, that he was induced to strengthen his little party by a guard of 
eight Esufyze, or Burkundauze, and so commencing his march with the 
rising moon, he got safely over the desert, and had just entered the last 
Pass, which is represented as about three miles in length, when a body of 
Khyburrics, some fifty or sixty in number, overtook and attacked the 
party. Fortunately, the nature of the ground was such that a sm.-ill body 
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of determined soldiers could keep very superior numbers in chftck, and 
Captain 'J'rower made his dispositions accordingly ; ordering his servants 
to ])nsh on as fast as possible with the baggage^ guarded by half ofithe 
/isnfyz(>t whilst he himself covered them with the remainder of the guard 
and the troopers. This soldier-like disposition was how'cver scarcely made, 
ere the enemy began to close upon his party, and the ground being la- 
vourable for a charge, Captain Tuower gave them a volley, and dashing 
at them with his horsemen, sent them flying amongst the rocks in all direc- 
tions. As ill luck would have it though, a vicious mule being alarmed at 
the firing, loosened her load and ran off into the thick of the enemy : 
Captain 'IVowcr of course did not wish to expose his men unnecessarily, 
but the gallant Dufladar and bis Jowauns would not hear of the Sahib’s 
mule being thus lost, so another charge to the rescue having been deter- 
mined on was accordingly made, and in the thick of the melee, Captain 
'J’rower managed to seize her bridle rein, a liberty which the old lady un- 
gratel'ully resented, by at once kicking off her load, and this they left 
as lawful prize to the enemy, for as the jmiUadc W'as beginning to grow ra- 
ther v/arm, and one of the guard had been already shot dead, it W'as 
thought unwise to wait to pick np the scattered baggage ; so Che party 
slowly retired, covering the remainder of the baggage as a Rear (’luard, the 
enemy following pretty closely, and keeping up a continued fire, whilst 
Captain 'J’rower and his horsemen charged them again and again, when- 
ever they came near enough, and the nature of the ground would allow* the 
Cavalry to get at and give them a taste of cold steel, in return for their 
game at “ long bullets !” 'I’he cowardly rascals were, however, careful not 
to expose themselves more than was necessary, and each lime that they 
^ VI (Tc charged by this mere handful of horse, the troopers sent them flying; 
though the enemy were almost ten to one in number. In this manner 
Captain 'J’rower made good his way to Jcllalahad, which he reached with 
the single casualty above stated, after a continued skirmish of at least three 
hours’ duration. Our correspondent further states, that Captain Trower 
dcsiM'ibes the cool soldier-like gallautry of his troopers, and especially 
of their Dufl’adar, under a constantly snipping lire, as most admirable. Jt 
appears to have been indeed fortunate that Captain 'J’rower was not 
attacked until he had entered the Pass, as in the open country, his ucll 
judged plan of defence could hardly have prevented liis being, o<< erpower^d 
by such superior numbers ’ 
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T/ie defviiee of Khelal-i-GhiUie. 

VVc marclied into quarters at Klielat-i-Ghilzie in November 1811. Our 
barrat ka were excellent, but the fortilications of the place were little more 
than c.onwiienced on, and along some hundred yards of the works there was 
neither wall nor ditch. Directly we got news of the insurrection ift Cahool, 
the sepoys were set to work to strengthen the defences of the post— scarps, 
palisades, parapets, and a ditch at the most accgsihle part of the works 
weie comn!^ced on, and both Oflicers and men continued to work at tliem 
until the wdnter sot wx‘ll in, and the frost rendered the ground so hard, 
tliat there was no longer any working it. On the 9th December about 
lifteen hundred (fhilzies made their appearance, with the intention, as they 
said, of besieging us. 'J'liey took up their ground about two and a lialf 
miles, off, but their warlike efforts were conlined to bring a few' shots into 
the place at night, and an attempt made by a party of tlicir horse to cut 
olf some of our men w ho w ere cutting bhoottah for luel, in which they 
w ere foiled by the sepoys of the guard, A fall of snow compelled them to 
decamp after nine days ; and the only damage they did us was, to make all 
the Chiefs in our neighbourhood “ yagee.”* Of all the Chiefs whom we 
had paid and supported, only one man adhered to us, and he a person of 
no great inllucnce. 'I’he winter now set in with severity, and the cold soon 
became excessive. We had no doors for the barracks, and neither doors 
nor glass for the windows of our quarters, which were large and lofty 
rooms, some 3(> feet long, and our supply of firewood wq were obliged to 
husband, so that we never could keep our rooms warm. You must recol- 
lect Khelat-i-Ghilzic, its situation is a very exposed one, situated in the 
rtiroat of a funnel : high winds prevail throughout the year, and in winter 
the lower the temperature sunk, the higher blew^ the north wind. Snow 
lay for* two mouths on the ground, and the thermpmeter fell as low as forty 
depees below the freezing point. With no doors to the barracks, and onl v 

* Mu(inou.s, 
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*sucb rough puril«»,ha as gram bags, M'bicb were all we could get, ;fou maj 
conceive how much our men suffered ; a gale of wind always blowing when 
the temperature was below zero, and usually, too^ blowing most stroi?gly 
at night. 1 have never experienced a winter so continuously^ cold. When 
wc entered the garrison we bad provision in flour for the troops, for up- 
wards of six months ; but as w^e got an increase of three hundred men to 
the post, when Colonel Maclaren’% brigade passed us on its return to Caii- 
dabar, we bad many additional mouths to feed, an(^ w'e knew not bow long 
we might be retpiired to hold the post. We had a quantity of wheat in 
store, but with the country all round “ yagee” we had not the means of 
grinding it. We got possession of some millstones, and tried to get up 
mills, but after getting all the machinery in order, we found that all the 
water we could command was not suflicient to keep the machinery in mo- 
tion. Wc then tried a bullock mill which also failed from our not being 
able to fabricate the iron work of suflicient solidity, and we should have 
been utterly nonplused, had not an Officer in the garrison possessed a 
book on mechanics in which was contained a description of a vertical band- 
mill capable of grinding some sixteen inaunds daily. 'I'his we succeeded 
in constructing after two mouths and a half's labour upon mills, and no lit- 
tle anxiety as to the result. We w ere now easy in our minds, for jthis with 
some small hand-mills gave us the means of supporting our garrison for 
some two or three additional months, and wc knew our men would light 
and hold the post against all the Affghans in the country as long as 
our provisions lasted. We had occasional communication with Caudaliar 
by means of highly paid cossids, and wc thus learned the disastrous fate of 
our Cabool comrades. The tedium of the winter was excessive, but it 
jiasscd at last. With the spring our labours on the dol'cncc s recommenced, 
and a.s soon as the w’eathcr became mild, the hostile Chiefs of the two great 
(Hiilzie tribes in our neighbourhood made their appearance. Those gciitlo' 
men had spent the winter in a more sheltered locality, and, as long as they 
were not near us, the villagers brought in commodities for sale, but, witJi 
their appearance, all supplies ceased. On two occasions vve were obliged 
to fhappoiv sheep — tlio first was a peaceable affair, w e secured a w hole lluck 
without let or hindrance, hut, on the second occasion, vve had to light 
for them, and had a lew incn W'oundcd. Wc had forty-three European 
Artillerymen in the garrison, and it was chielly for them thpt Oie animal 
food was required. The supply of all their necessaries ran out in winter, 
and on two dilferent occasions they were for some days on bread and 
water, yet they never grumbled, worked as well as if they had been highly 
fed, and bore all their privations with the most admirable good humour, 
'flic hostile (iliilzic Chiefs at first brought only a few hundred men witfi 
them, and took up tlieir quarters at a safe distance of some miles from us ; 
but during all April they, w ere receiving accessions to their force, and witii 
these rucessions their boldness increased, until they diminished their dis- 
tance to than a mile from the place. As they approached, oiif range 
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lieeosaaiMy became more limited, and we had neither <^avalry nor the 

mcaiia of moving a gun, and the country round Khehit-i-Gliilzie is full of 
rav'iics, and excedHinglyjfavourable to the skulking inode of hghting which 
these gentry most approve of. We were latterly, as the investment became 
more close, obliged to confine ourselves to the narrow space within our 
defences ; these by the continued labour of our men had become very 
respectable, and, such as we deemed noiAffghaii without the aid of guns 
would have attempted. * In this however, we were agreeably disappointed. 
Towards the middle of May the enemy commenced to dig trenches round 
the place, working at thorn all night. By the 2()th they had rumplcic'ly 
surrounded us with them, the nearest being within twf; hundred* and lilty 
yards of our defences. These were all loopholed, and allbrdcd the enemy 
perfect cover ; they were constructed, too, with some skill as to position, 
as the advanced trenches were invariably protected by two or three tren- 
ches in their n?ar, aiul tliey were unit'ormly ])laced, so as to have the 
advantage of any natural cover alfordcd by the ground. fVom these 
trenches the hottest tire any of us had ever seen AiVghans keep up, was 
poio-'' ^ upon any one who exposed himself; obviously picked nuirksmen 
were seleated for the duty, for they fired exceedingly well for Allghans, and 
at raiigeffl of from hOO to 700 yards, their long .Iczails threw blilla with 
great {W'curaey. 'rhey were so completely sheltered in these trenches that 
we seldom had an opportunity of firing at them excepting when parties were 
reli(*v'ine' other, and then the double barrels and rifles of the oflicers 
came into play. Such had been the monotony of our previous existence, that 
!l was a matter of great amusement bring at these gentry, and it was seldom 
that anv fellow got into the nearer trenches in day light, without running 
the gauntlet of a few double barrels. On the evening of the 2()th May, 
the enemy were unusually (|uiet, and so few of them visible that It was 
matter f)f doubt whether the greater number of them had not decamped. 
A few of them were obsevved, by means of our telescopes, at a distant fort 
])raetising escaladiiig with sealing ladders, and this was the first intimation 
w'e had of their having constructed these articles. Officers and men had, 
for several nights previously, kept at their posts ; there was bright moon- 
light, and the night passed with unusual quietness, until towards morning 
the moon went down. The attention of the Officer on duty was then sud- 
c^nly arre5*tcjj by the clatter of horses’ feet, indicating the close presence of 
a large body of horse, and the word w'as passed round to get ready. Short- 
ly afterwards the whole northern face of the works was assaulted by dense 
bodies of the enemy. The morning was so dark, that they were within 
100 yards before they were observed, though we were oti the look out 
ff)r them, and they came on with great boldness, shouting Allah ! Allah ! 
They were received with discharges of grape and a hot fire of musketry, 
which must have done heavy execution among rflieir dense masses ; still 
they pressed on, pushing their attack with the greatest vehemence at 
the Nifrlh-cast and North-west angles of the w'orks, where the ascent 
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was most easy, a<i(l the defunccs apparently most accessible. At tire Nortb- 
east angle the defences consisted of a ditch, scarp of some seven or eight 
feet in height, a slope of some eight feet between thCr top of the &mrp 
and the parapet, the latter consisting of sand bags. The enemy, by the 
aid of scaling ladders, crossed the ditch, ascended the scarp and sloping 
bank, and endeavoured to get over the parapet : here they were resolutely 
met with the musket and bayoiirt. Thrice they came boldly on to the 
assault, planting one of their standards within a* yard of the muzzle of 
one of our guns, and thrice they were driven back ; only one man succeed* 

' cd in getting into the place, and he was shot with his foot on the axle of 
this gun. Two guns were in position at this part of the works, and the at- 
tempts of the enemy to get w ithin the works through their embrasures, and 
over the parapets on either side, were so determined that the Artillery- 
men, for some minutes were obliged to quit their guns, and betake them- 
selves to the musket and bayonet, with which they did good service ; the 
sepoys too fought well, one of them was observed by the Artillery men to 
bayonet four men. 'fhe principal annoyance suffered by the garrison 
w^as from showers of heavy stones ; these were thrown into the works in 
great quantity to cover the escaladcrs, and several of our men w«rc knock- 
ed down and smartly bruised by them. During the heigjht of the assault 
the enemy fired little; they had apparently slung their matchlocks and came 
on sword in hand, but they were met by a fire so deadly and well sustain- 
ed that they had no chance of success. The Officers of the . garrison 'w ere 
all surprised at the boldness and determination of the attack, but wc un- 
derstood afterwards that trusting to their numbers, and emboldened no 
doubt by their previous successes at Kabul and Ghiiznee, they reckon- 
ed so confidently on taking the place, that many of their women were 
wnititig in the ravines close at hand to share in the plunder of the garrison. 
'I’hc assault lasted from twenty minutes to half an hour, and at day- 
break they drew off, carrying away all their w'ounded, and many of their 
dead. A party of them took refuge behind some rocks at the N. W. 
angle of the works and just under the barracks, popping their heads out 
occasioully ; they fired a few' shots at us, but they fired so seldom, that their 
numbers were supposed to be few. Two companies of sepoys sallied out 
1() unearth them, and to the surprise of all, at least 300 men broke cover and 
bolted for the neighbouring ravines faster than we ever sa\\’- AGghans ryii 
before. A heavy fire was poured into them, but they ran so fast, and cover 
Avas so close that few of them fell. The greater part of the enemy retired into 
the ravines into which they had dragged tlieir dead and wounded, and 
from daylight until half past two p. m., they were employed in carrying 
them off. From their trenches on the north face of the works which were 
filled v'ith men, they kept up a pretty constant fire to cover this ^iroccss. 
Had we possessed a fev' good Cavalry, we should have inflicted a heavier 
loss on them, but they were strong in horse, having about 800 in the li^ld, 
while w'c had not a mounted man, and so it was judged prinfent, as 
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the ground attorded excellent cover for their mode of tighthig, to rest satis- 
fied with the thrashing we had given them, and to permit them to carry ofl’ 
theif wounded without •incurring the loss of our own men in mov- 
ing on to attack them. They left J04 dead bodies at the foot of the 
defences, and w'itbin a few days after the assault, the Political Agent 
ascertained that the number of killed, and of wounded men, who died 
within a few days after the action, coihiderably exceeded 400. On the 
dt.'^d bodies w'ere found quantities of our own magazine cartridges, 
supposed to have been procured at Ghuzni, and which accounted 
for their unusual expenditure of ammunition. Computed by theiii' 
selves the lowest number of assailants was stated at 5500 men, the 
highest at 7000. On the body of the Nazir of Meer Allum, Chief of the 
Hotuck tribe of Ohilzies, w'ho fell in the assault, was found the muster roll 
of his contingent amounting to 2000 and odd men ; he furnished about 
a third part of tht force, so that the number of assailants must have been 
about 0000 men. Ily sunset on the day of attack not an cnemj w^as visible, 
and it was a source of honl|||^ gratulation to the garrison, that wc had 
driven off our enemies and inflicted a heavy loss on them by our own 
eflbrts. 'i'he garrison consisted of about 900 men, about 500 o{ whom 
were actually engaged. When we took possession of the place, it consisted 
of little more than three ranges of barracks lor the troops, built on a com- 
manding p^u^tion. By the assiduous labour of the sepoys and the con- 
stant supervi^on of the Engineer and Officers, it had been converted into a 
post of such strength, as if well defended, would have puzzled regular troops 
unfurnished with guns to take, and did defy Affghans. It must have been 
a source of honest pride to our excellent commanding Officer to And, that 
when positions of greater strength had submitted, he had not only fortified 
his own post, but maintained it, and signally defeated the enemy before it. 

'froops in quarters in this country have seldom suffered more from the 
severity of climate and the privation of accustomed necessaries, than those 
at Kelfit-i-Ghilzie. During the more severe days in winter, the Hindoo 
Sepoys did not cook for two days together, and even the Europeans, so 
bitter was the cold, were glad to keep to their barracks, and even to their 
beds, to keep themselves warm. Our bazar was latterly destitute of every 
thing excepting the usual Commissariat rations issued from the godown, 
aiffl for some 4nonths these were served to the Sepoys on a reduced scale. 
As for the Officers they laughed at their own privations, but they will not 
soon forget the dreary winter days, their shivering meetings at mess table, 
their tiffins on bread and water, and their nights at mess to discuss their 
scHnty fare, to w'^hich hunger was an excellent sauce and the only season- 
ing. Two days after the defeat of the enemy, we heard of the advance of 
ColoneMVymer’s brigade to relieve us, which arrived on the 26th of May. 
We moved into camp, the barracks and defences bf Kelat-i-Gbilzie w'^ere 
desJn’oyc^, and the 7th of June snw us safe at Kandahar. 


5 
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Narrative of the ("aptivity of Colonel Palmeu, and other Officers at 
Ghuziiiy during and after the Insurrection at Cabul, 1841. By Lieute - 
nant Cuawfoud, of the Bombay Army. % 

I left on the IlOth October last year, b^in^ under my charge three 
state prisoners anil seven hostages to be Scorted to Cabul, and for the 
safeguard of the same, I was accompanied by a troop from' my own 
corps, pnd about forty AfFghau horse under a chief called Gud(V )0 Khan. 

It was on the 7th November wc reached Oba ; we had inarched rapidly, 
but in perfect peace, and as little expected to be attacked on the road, 
as I do at this moment ; you may imagine, therefore, how .aderstruck 
I was, when Guddoo Khan entered my tent, bringing wntli him a native 
official that part of the country, styled the Urz Beggie, who gave me 
an account of the disasters in Otibul on the second of the month, and as 
I afterwards found bad as matters rejilly were at the capital, he made 
them out to be much more so. He strongly pressed my returning 
to Kilielat-i-Ghilzie, saying, that there were 20,000 men round Ghuziiie, 
and to go on would be to certain death. 1 considered, however, it 
would never do for an officer to turn back on a mere rumour of danger, 
and that should the man’s story really be true, still I had a better 
chance of reaching Ghuznie, which was only fifty four miles off, than 
Khclat which was ninety. Tired though my horses were, they might 
make Ghuznie in one forced march, but they would not be able to get 
to the other station under a couple of days ; the road lay through the 
barren and hostile country of the Ghilzics, and, as I subsequently dis- 
covered, it proved tluit Urz Beggie was a traitor . he wisl-eu to get Rle 
back through the Ghilzie districts, as he himself was a man of that 
tribe, and would have raised the whole country about my ears : not a 
man of us would have escaped to tell the tale. After duly considering 
all the pros and cons of the case, I mounted my detachment at 8 p. m., 
and moved on toward Ghuznie. We marched rapidly the whole night, 
and by daylight had reached Nanee, about thirteen miles from Ghuznie, 
but tiie first streak of dawn shewed us that the people were* on the 
alert, there were videttes on every hill, and in a very short time, word 
was passed from fort to fort, and their inhabitants turned outtianjfing 
on my fianks and rear, and tiring with their rifles at us. Their boi>se- 
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men wfcrc bolder, they swJirincd round us like wasps, ‘riding up, firing 
their pieces into our troop, and galloping off to reload. We were neiu-ly 
helpless against dUch a/oe, twice w^e charged and cut up a few, but the 
rascals always sought shelter near the numerous forts that covered the 
plain, and then laughed at us ; in addition to not being able to catch the 
villains, we found that every time we charged or halted to shew a front, 
it only gave the enemy time to circle round our fianks and head us : 
and their footmen also, came up from tfic rear. Accordingly we left the 
high road altogether, and turned out into the plain, where the foot would 
scarcely dare to follow us, and indeed by proceeding at the trot we pretty 
well shook off these gentry, but the liorhcmen still followed, and to add to 
our troubles, I found that the ponies, on which the j)risoners weit mount- 
ed, were exliausted and could proceed no further. As they knocked uj), 

I doubled the riders on the other animals, but one after another they 
gave hi. One prisoner w^as cut dowui by a horseman of the enemy 
(plainly shewing there was no collision between thorn,) two otliers rolled 
over in a ditch, where with their horse atop of them, and their legs 
chained under his belly, 1 left them ; indeed I now found it was impos- 
sible I could ever get my charge into Ghuznie alive, and I had only to 
decide on putting them to death or setting them at liberty. My in- 
structions would have justified my j)ursuing the former course,, but the 
[)oor wretches had clearly made no attempt to escai)c ; they were in no 
manner answerable for the attack made on my party, as was evident 
from one their number falling by the sword of our adversaries ; and I 
conceived toJui, and do now conceive, that in letting these men go with 
their lives, 1 was not only acting according to the strict letter of ray 
instructions, but that justice and humanity required I should not slay 
them ill cold blood ; — had I put them to death, then Shumsoodeen or 
Mahomed Akbar would have been equally justified in taking our lives, 
(the lives of all their jirisoncrs,) on the advance of Pollock and Ngtt on 
Cahul. I may add, that the Court of Inquiry which 1 called for, after 
investigating all the cinmmstanccs, decided, that I had acted perfectly 
right. But to return to my story. After following and harassing us 
for miles, the enemy drew off wdicn we got near Ghuznie, and I reached 
that place about 10 a. m. on the 8th, wdth the loss of all my bag- 
gage and prisoners, and fifteen men and twenty horses killed, and 
several wounded out of my little party. Every day now brought 
us bad accounts from Cabool, and the infatuation that appears to 
l^ave seiz(iid ^the Chief Authorities there not only hurried them on 
to ruin at the capital, but also paralyzed us at Ghuznie. Can you 
imagine that the necessary repair's and alterations in the citadel 
were not sanctioned, nor was Palmer permitted to lay in provisions ! 
At the eleventh hour, the Colonel took the responsibility upon himsclt 
amd set to work ; but most invaluable time had been suffered to pass un- 
improved, and when the enemy made their appearance under our walls, 
they f^und us but ill prepared for a siege, especially when it was not 
man alone wc had to combat with, but the rigours of a winter, as 
intiensc as that of Canada. The enemy and the snow made their ap- 
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‘pearancc top^ctUer ; mi the 20th Nov. the town was surrounckid with 
the one, and the ground covered with the other, but in a week after- 
wards, the insurgents broke up their investment of< the place, on a 
report of McLarn’s brigade advancing to our relief. This permitted 
our destroying the villages and buildings within muskdc shot of the 
wallg, and also afforded us a week’s skating on the ditch, but on the 
7th December the enemy returned in increased numbers and we were 
then closely confined to the wills. — ^The necessity and advantage of 
turning the inhabitants out of the town was not lost sight of, bpt 
unfortunately for us an idea had got abroad that the town people were 
strongly attached to us and that the sending out so many poor people 
to perish, in the snow was an act of cruelty too great to be dreamt of — 
The consequence was that the townsmen entered into a correspond- 
ence with their countrymen on the outside, and on the night of 
the 16th December, having dug a hole through the town, they admitted 
their friends, who poured in by thousands, and compelled us after fighting 
all that night and the next day to retire into the citadel. It so happened 
that from this day the winter set in with increased severity, and its 
effect soon told fearfully upon the men. I’he whole garrison, officers 
and men, were told off into three watches, one of which “was constantly 
on duty, so that every one in the place was eight hours on ddty out of 
the twenty four, and you may imagine, that such coivstant work and 
exposure to the intense cold very soon rendered the Sepoys useless. — 
The snow lay deep, very deep, and often in the course of a single night 
w’ould fall to the depth of a couple of feet. The thermo? -ter sunk to 
ten, twelve^ and even fourteen degrees below zero ! ! and to such weather 
were the natives of India exposed day and night, with no prospect of 
relief, and with no comforts to enable them to support their sufferings. 
We were reduced to half rations of bad flour and raw grain, on alternate 
days, and a seer of wood per man each day was all that could be allowed, 
cither for cooking or warmth. The Sepoys were constsintly soaked, 
and unable to dry. themselves got sickly, and the hospital was crowded 
with men whose feet had ulcerated from frost bites. I do think, that if 
the enemy had jfluck enough to have made a rush upon us, they could 
at any time, after Christmas day, have cartried the works with very little 
difficulty. As it was, however, they contented themselves with keeping 
up a smart fire with their rifles, and not a man could shew his head 
above the walls for a moment. Up to the 15th January this work 
continued, and we lost three or four men daily, from the fj^re of their 
marksmen : hut on the day mentioned some sort of a truce was entered 
into, and active hostilities ceased, it being understood, we were to 
evacuate the place on the arrival of Shumsoodeen Khan. — ^’fhis w'or- 
t hy did not arrive till the middle of the following month, and then the 
Colonel managed to keep him in play, till the beginning of March, 
hut at last he and his chiefs would stand it no longer, and said 
that if we did not give up the place immediately, they woqld re- 
commence hostilities, aj\d we, being utterly helpless, having no water in 
the citadel, and the snow on which w’c had depended for a supply 
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havLn|;# all vanisfled, our provision being exhausted, ai^d there being nd 
prospect of the arrival of succour, we liad no resource but to make the best 
terms we could,gand trust to Providence that the Enemy would abide 
by*them. On the 6th* March we marched out from the citadel, under 
a treaty sigricd and solemnly sworn to by all the chiefs that w^e should 
be escorted in safety and honor to Peshawar, with our colors, arms and 
baggage, and fifty rounds of ammunition per man. There was still 
some snow in the Passes between Gliuznie, and till that should nielt, 
a^d the necessary carnage could be procured for us, we were quartered 
in a portion of the town, immediately below the citadel. Scarcely had 
wc entered our new abode, when our enemies flung olF the mask and 
shewed how much they valued oaths made to Infidels. At noon on the 
7th whilst nearly every man of ours were cooking, and wc were totally 
unprepared for an outbreak, the Ghazees rushed ujmn our lines, 
and succeeded in carrying the houses in which my squadron had 
been placed, i was in the next house, with liurnet of the 54th, 
and Nicholson of the 27th, there being no decent room for me in 
my own proper quarters. On hearing the uproar, I ran to the roof 
to see what was the matter, and finding what had taken place 
among my men, and that balls were flying thick, I called up Bur- 
net; he •had scarcely joined me, when he was struck down by a 
rifle ba'.l, whi^h knocked his eye out, and as he was then Tendered 
hors de coruhat, I assumed command of the two companies of the 27th 
that had been under him, and Nicholson and myself proceeded to defend 
ouirelvcs’^ "•^well as circumstances would permit. We were on the left 
of the mass of houses occupied by our troops, and the first and sharpest 
attacks were directed at us : the enemy fired our house, and gradually as 
room after room caught fire, we were forced to retreat to the others, till at 
last by midnight of the 8th our house was nearly burnt in halves ; we were 
exhausted with hunger and thirst, having had nothing to eat or drink 
since the morning of the 7 th ; our ammunition was expended, th<? ])lacc 
was filled with dead and dying men, and our position was no longer 
tenable ; but the only entrance in front of the house, was surrounded 
by the enemy, and we scarcely knew how to get out and endeavour to 
join Colonel Palmer ; at last we dug a hole through the wall of the back 
of the house ; we had only byoanets to work with, and it cost us much 
labor to make a hole sufficiently large to admit of one man at a time 
dropping from it into the street below ; but we were fortunate enough 
to get clear out of our ruined quarters in this way, and join the 
Colonel unp^rceived by the savages round us. As soon as day broke 
on the 9th, they occupied our abandoned post, and shortly after- 
wards attacked and carried the next house, in which was poor Lums- 
den and his wife and thirty sepoys, every one of whom and their ser- 
vants were put to death. On the morning of the 10th, Poett and Davis 
were obliged to retire from their posts, and the survivors here now as- 
sembled in the two houses held by Colonel Palmer and the Head Quar- 
ters ol the corps. You cannot picture to yourgelf the scene these two 
houses presented ; every r»)om was crammed, not only with sepoys but 
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*camp foJlowcrfci, / men, women, and cliildren, and it is astonisliing the 
slaughter among them was not greater, seeing that the guns of the eita- 
del sent round shot, crashing through and through the walls. 1 ^aw 
high caste men groping in the mud, endeavouring to discover pieces of 
unmeltcd ice that by sucking them, they might relieve their *thirst that so 
tormented them. Certainly when that morning dawned, I thought it was 
the last I should see on this earth, and so did we all, and proceeded to 
make a few little arrangements, ^re the final attack on us took place. 
The regimental colours were burnt to prevent their falling into the hand^s 
of the enemy ; I destroyed my watch, and flung it, and what money I had, 
over the wall of the ditch ; I also burnt my poor’s wife’s miniature, first 
cramming the gold frame of it into a musket, being determined that one 
of the Ghazccs should have his belly full of gold ere I died. Hour after 
liour passed on, and still we sat expecting every minute to hear the 
shout of the final attack, but it came not ; from our loop-holes wc saw 
the enemy swarming all around us, in every lane and house and on the 
hill of the citadel, the place was black with their masses ; and as they 
themselves afterwards told us, there were not less than ten thousand 
men there thirsting for our blood. But it appears tliat Shumsooden 
had been afflicted with some qualms of conscience, and had held 
a council of his chiefs oil the subject of admitting us to** quarter. 
I should tell you, that during the three previous , days ^fighting, 
Shumsoodecn had repeatedly offered us terms, but they were such as 
we could not accede to ; in as much as they commenced by desir- 
ing we would surrender ourselves to him, and abandon V-.-j ' sepoy fe to 
the fury of the Ghazecs. The sepoys, it apj)ears, had held a consulta- 
tion among themselves, and believing they had no chance of their lives, 
determined on forcing their way out of the town and endeavouring to get 
to Peshawur ; when wc first heard of this mad design and spoke to the 
men about it, they denied it ; but on the lOth, two Native Oflicers came 
forward and told us they had made up tlieir minds to go off that night ; 
that if w^c chose to accompany them, they would be exceedingly glad, 
but if otherwise they would go alone ; it was in vain we pointed out the 
utter impracticability of their plan ; they had got an idea among them, 
that Peshawur was not above fifty or sixty miles off across the country, 
and that there was a short cut to it, through the mountains ; they im- 
mediately commenced digging a hole through the outer wall of the town, 
by which as soon as it got dark, they might march out into the country. 
Seeing that our men had now flung off all authority, and wer^* about to 
desert us, we had nothing further to do but to make the best bargain 
we could for our lives. Shumsoodeen and all the chiefs again swore 
by Ghazee, all that was holy, that if we laid down our arms, wc should 
be honorably treated, and sent to Cabool to the Shah as soon as possible : 
at 10 p. M. wc surrendered. The chief sent and begged the officers to- 
come into the citadel immediately, as the Ghazecs w^ere yelling for the 
blood of the Ferringee Kafirs, and he could not answer for our safjty, if 
wc delayed till daylight ; accordingly we went up to the citadel and 
gave up our swords, the chief placing bodies of his men round our ^te 
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quarters to keep tlie (xhazces from moiestiiig the sepoJ^^ ; a harge party 
of these latter, however, during the night endeavoured to put their ridi- 
culous plan of flight ijito execution and made tlieir way about two 
or three miles from the town ; it came on to snow heavily ; they got be- 
wildered in tlie fields, and in the morning were all cut to pieces or made , 
j)risoners. For the first few days after we had surrendered, we were 
treated pretty tolerably : the chief and his brother used to visit and con- 
dole with us on the clvingc of fortune we had experienced, and express- 
ed their sorrow at the violence of their fanatical followers not having 
permitted their strict observance of the treaty, on which we had yielded 
up the citadel to them, but gradually they discontinued their visits ; 
every little thing we had managed to secure, su(?h as watdies, pen- 
knives, money etc., was taken from us, and we were strictly confined 
to a small room eighteen feet by thirteen. In it there were ten of us, so 
you n^ay imagine we had not much room to spare ; indeed when we lay 
down at night we exactly occupied the whole floor, and when we want- 
ed to take a little exercise, we were obliged to walk up and down 
(six paces) in turns. Few of us had a change of linen, and the coiise- 
quenco was, we were soon swarming wuth vermin, the catcliing of which 
afforded us an hour’s employment every morning. I wore my solitary 
shirt for five weeks, till it became literally black and rottoji, and I 
am really surprised none of us contreacted any loathsome disease from 
the state of filth we were comj)ellcd to live in. On the 7th April, 
we hcarc^of Shah Soojah's murder, and from that date the severities 
of (iur conUi.^ment were redoubled ; they shut and darkened the solitary 
window, from which we had hitherto derived light and air, and they also 
kept the door of our room constantly closed, so that the air we breathed 
became j^erfectly pestiferous. On the 21st of the month, they tortured 
Colonel Palmer with a tent peg and rope, in such a maimer that it 
is wonderful he e^r recovered the use of his foot. I cannot in a* letter 
explain the process of the torture, but we all witnessed it, and it was 
something on the principle of the Scotch boot described in “ Old Mor- 
tality.” We were told we should each be tortured in our turn, unless 
we gave uj) four lacs of rupees, which the rascals swore we had 
buried, and that if we continued obstinate, they told us, we should be 
blown from guns, beginning wdth the junior. This was a pleasant sort of 
life to lead, never being certain of that life for twenty-four hours together. 
In the end of April, oiir guards suddenly became particularly civil to us 
Jior a fewf d^ys, and we found out they had a report of the advance 
of our troops ; indeed up to the period of our actual release, we could 
always form a pretty shrewd guess of what our troops were about, by 
the treatment we experienced at the hands of our captors. If there was 
any forward movement among our people, any arrival of reinforcements 
<it Jellalabad or Candahar, etc. then we were treated well for a few days, 
and we got better food, but if our people appeared to be idle and things 
remaified in statu quo for a week, then our guard taunted us on the un- 
warlike spirit of Ferringee Armies ; and boasted how they would exter- 
minate them if they advanced. (lool Mahomed Khan, the brother of 
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Shumsoodeeii, who had always behaved more civilly towards us than 
the big chief, was, unfortunately for us, despatched to Cabool, on busi- 
ness, about the middle of April ; but I believe it M'as owftig to the receipt 
t)f a letter from him, that on the 12th May we were pcripitted to quit 
> our prison room and walk on the terrace of the citadel for one hour, and 
we were told that similar kindness would be shewn us once a week (/ / /) 
viz. on Friday, when Shumsoode^n was to make a religious pic nic to a 
neighbouring shrine. Even this we thought a g»?at blessing, and used 
to count the days ahd hours to each succeeding Friday, anxiously 
j)ecting the moment, when our guard would tell us we might breath 
God's fresh air, and look out on the green fields for the allotted period. 
I thought' 1 had always been an admirer of the beauties of nature, but I 
had never imagined that the time would have come, that the sight of a 
few ordinary fields of clover and wheat, would have caused me such 
delight in their contemplation. 

On the 15th June, Gool Mahomed returned from Cabool bringing 
with him some of the ladies of his brother's family : on their account 
we were told, we should be removed to other quarters, and of course we 
expected a change for the worse ; but, as it eventually proved, w'c were 
agreeably disapi)ointed. Just at this period one of our number^ Lieute- 
nant Da'fis, 27th Native Infantry, had sickened with typhus fever ; we 
had no medicines, no comforts for him, and he lay on thef ground deliri- 
ous, raving about home and his family, and every hour proving worse, 
till on the 19th, death put an end to his sufferings. We read ^^e burial 
service over him, and then made his body over to the giirfird to bury, 
but I am afraid, they merely flung the poor fellow into a ditch outside 
the gate. It was a melancholy ceremony, that burial service : few 
iimong us, I imagine, but thought it might be his turn next, especially 
now that sickness had broken out in such a shape ; however, on the 
following day we were removed to another building, i|^ere we had three 
or four rooms to ourselves, and a court yard to walk about in, and our 
guard was replaced by a more civil set. This was a delightful change, and 
being greedy of fresh air after so long a deprivation of it, we made the 
most of our new berth by always sleeping in the open air in the court- 
yard. It is true it was utterly impossible to get a minute's rest in any 
of the rooms allotted us, as they were swarming with the foulest vermin, 
so we thought it no hardship to have the stars for a canopy, and for three 
months we never slept under a roof, or with any other covering beyond 
our sheepskin cloaks. From this date the conduct of ShumsoadcA n toward 
us improved greatly : he came to see us frequently, and chatted in a 
kind manner, always telling us we should shortly be set at liberty in 
exchange for Dost Mahomed, who was returning to Cabool, havirfg been 
freed by our Government : this gave us renewed hopes of soon again 
becoming free agents, and as our'circumstances were improved, and oui* 
guards more friendly toward us, our captivity was more easily borne, 
but still as time wore on, and nothing definite was learnt regarditfg our 
release, we again began th despair, especially when the middle of August 
arrived, and wc seemed as far as ever from the attainment of our T^ishew. 
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It wItsKOii the IS^th August we had as usual wrapped cfurselves up in our 
cloaks, and taken lodgings on the cold ground for the night, when the 
chjef suddenly ejatered|he yard, and told us we were to inarch immediately 
for Cabool, and sure enough in half an hour afterwards, wc found ourselves 
along in pn^rs in kujiawans on each side of camels, and moving 
towards the capital. How delighted we were to bid adieu to the walls 
of Ghuznie. 1 do believe, if we had known we were going to execution, 
the change would ne^gertheless have gladdened us. We reached Cabool . 
in three days, without meeting any adventure on the road; but we were 
auused most grossly by the populace as we proceeded through the streets 
of the city ; fortunately it was in the dusk of the evening, and but few 
people witnessed our arrival, otherwise they might not have confined 
their ill-treatment towards us. W'e went direct to Mahomed Akbar’s 
quarters in the Bala Hissar, and from him we met with the kindest 
reception. I could not bring myself to believe that the stout, good- 
humoured, open-hearted looking young man, who was making such kind 
inquiries after our health, and how we had borne the fatigues of the jour- 
ney, could be the murderer ofMacnaghten, and the leader of the massacre of 
our troops. He told us, we had come most unexpectedly ; that though he 
had written repeatedly to have us sent to him, (as he had heard we were ill- 
treated by Shumsoodeen,) yet no attention had been paid to his onlers, and 
now that we l^ad come, it was without any intimation of our approach ; 
he bade us be of good cheer, as our future comfort would be his care, 
and we s^uld find ourselves treated like officers and gentlemen. After 
nuwy siniu, dy civil speeches he ordered dinner, and sent for Troup and 
Pottinger to see us ; when they arrived, the whole of us, Mahomed 
Akbar, his chiefs, and ourselves all set down to the best meal 1 had 
had for many a month. The Wuzeer, (as he always styled himself,) 
chatted and joked away on indifferent subjects during the meal, and 
shortly after its conclusion dismissed us, saying he would make us over 
to the care of Pottinger and IVoup for the night, and we might go and 
have a chat with them in private, as doubtless we were anxious to do so. 
On the following morning, the arch-fiend sent us an excellent break- 
fast, and horses to carry us out a few miles to the fort where the other 
British prisoners were living, and he desired a list of our wants, regard- 
ing clothes, etc. might be made out, and they should be furnished. Wc 
found our countrymen living in what appeared to us a small paradise ; 
they had comfortable quarters, servants, money, and no little baggage, 
and a beautiful garden to walk about in. To our great regret wc liad 
otiy been four or five days in this Elysium, when we were sent off to 
Bamean ; being thus away from the immediate care of Mahomed Akbar, 
we soon found ourselves called on to rough it once more. Tents had 
been sent for the use of the ladies, but our guards, would only pitch them 
when it suited their convenience, and consequently the poor women and 
children had frequently to bivouac with us men, and that too in the nip- 
ping night air of the mountains ; none of them, however, I am happy to say. 
suft'ered in the least, and they one and all bore tfteir privations most ad- 
miijably^ 
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Narrative of the Murder of Shah Soojah. 

Nawiib Zamoii Khan and Zubar Khan, (the Dost’s brother,) Oosmaii 
Khan, and Amecn Oollah Khan, having agreed on a plan among them- 
selves, went to the King, and having the holy word (the Koran) with 
them, satisfied the King by the agreement of both word and oath, inas- 
much that he consented to go with an Army, consisting of A general 
levy, towards Jcllalabad ; for which end it was settled that the King 
himself, having sent his tents out of Cabul and made a marcJi to Seea 
Sing, should there muster and review his whole army, aiv^’clien march 
on to Jellalabad ; but before this happened, the King, in strict and abso- 
lute privacy, of his authority appointed the son of Ameen Oollah Khan 
commander of his army. The Barukzye Sirdars being much disgusted 
with the King’s thus admitting the son of Ameen Oollah Khan to his 
continence, took it much to heart ; they then proposed to the King that 
they should assemble 25,000 soldiers at Cabul, while the King went out 
to review his army and march on to Jellalabad ; the King accordingly 
took forth his tents and went down to Seea Sing, and the Barukzye Sir- 
dars and the rest, with their force, also went forth for the purpose of be- 
ing present at the muster of the army by the King, as agreed ; so it was 
that on the tirst day the King mustered his army as aforesaid, and at 
night returned to the Bala Hissar, leaving Prince Futteh Jung at Seea 
Sing ; and the same night the King sent letters for the men of Koh-i- 
binat about Jellalabad, and to Khyber, and the neighbourhood! ofPesha- 
wur, addressed to the Shahzadducks. * * 

“ (N. B. — This sentence is very confusedly written, but a subsequent 
passage shews, that Bhahzadduck Mahomed Casur and others of the 
royal blood were the parties addressed.) In the morning, the King 
having made his preparations, and having put on his dress of ceremony, 
took his seat in his travelling chair of state (khasah,) and went forth out 
of Cabul, by the gate towards Shah Shakeed, to make his mgrch to 
Seea Sing; but on the road near Shah Shakeed, Shoojah-ood-dowlah, 
the son of Nawab Zamon Khan, had placed in ambush tifty Jczailclyes. 
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When*the King’s retinue reached the spot, thejse Jassailchies rose and 
fired on him ; two balls struck him — one in the brain, and one in the 
broast ; five of the King’s bearers were shot down by the volley ; seven 
of the soldiers that formed the King’s escort were also struck, and fell ; 
the King died almost immediately. Shoojah-ood<dowlah coming up 
with a body of horse, stood over the King’s corpse. Whatever property 
in jewels was about the corpse — the crown, the girdle, and so on,, the 
sword and dagger — was plundered by them. When Shahzada Futteh 
Jwng heard of the catastrophe, he made his way back to the Bala Hissar : 
the body of horse with 8hoojah-ood-dowlah pursued the Prince at a 
smart pace, hoping to lay hands upon him, but the Prince, by presence 
of mind and resolution, made his way to the Bala Hissar ; hut finding 
the gates there guarded, and the troopers close behind him, he fled back 
to the city, and hid himself in the fort of Muhmood Khan Beeyat. Za- 
mon ivlian and the other chiefs said to Muhmood Khan Beeyat — ‘ The 
King was our enemy, and we slew him ; now give us over tlic Prince, as 
we are agreed to make him King;’ to >vhich Muhmood Klian answered, 
— * You Barukzye Sirdars, in swearing a solemn oath to the King, nnd af- 
terwards killing him, have committed a heinous crime ; we, of the tribes 
(Ooloos^ of Cabul, were against the deed.' Zamoii Khan rejdicd— ‘ My 
son killed the King without my wish or consent.' Mubmoo^^Khan at 
night took Fatteh Jung out of his own fort and lodged him with his 
women in the Bala Hissar, when Amcen Oollah Khan being in the Bala 
Hissar Aiith near two thousand soldiers there assembled, they placed 
Futteh Junj^ on the throne, and declared him King, writing letters to 
tlie Ooloos, his dependants, telling them to assemble about the Bala 
Hissar and throw in supplies, while he himself pr(;])!ircd for action, 
guarding the gates with artillery. Khan Sherin Klian, Muhmood 
Khan, and the Koozoollah faction, form one faction ; while the Barukzye 
Sirdars, the Nawabs, the men of the Cabul tribes, and the Kohis^pnees, 
form the other.” 
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Narrative of the Murder of Sir Alexandkh Biijines, 

Subjoined v^ill be found a melancholy narrative, the only trust-worthy 
one very probably we shall ever have of the murder of Sir Alex. Bumes, 
furnished by a native servant, who witnessed in person the matter he 
])rofesscs to describe. It has every appearance of truthfulness ; and for 
our owj} part, we have no hesitation in attaching to it the fullest 
credence. It is melancholy to think that Sir Alexander said his* brother 
perished from treachery such as this : and that they might have been 
saved, had they retired in time to the cantonments, and not J^ressed it 
too strictly to be their duty to remain where they were 

‘ As you must be deeply concerned to learn any details of the events 
which led to the death of the late lamented Sir Alexander Burnes and 
his brother at Cabool, I do myself the honor to forward you the depo- 
sition of Bowh Sing, lately a Chuprassee in Sir Alexander's service, who 
was an eye-witness of the events which terminated so fatally : he was a 
faith&l servant, and his statement may, I conceive, be fully relied on. 

Deposition of Bowh Sing. 

' Sir Alexander Burnes was duly informed by his AfFghan servants 
the day previous to his murder, that there was a stir in the city, and 
that if he remained in it, his life would be in danger ; they told him he 
had better go to the cantonments : this he declined doing, giving as his 
reason, that the AlFghans never received any injury from him, but on 
the contrary, he had done much for them, and that he wjis«quite surf 
they would never injure him. 

‘ On the day of the murder, as early as 3 o'clock in the morning, a 
cossid (Wullee Mahomed) came to me, 1 was on duty outside ; he said, 
go and inform your master immediately, that there is a tumult in the 
city, and that the merchants ore removing their goods and valuables 
from the shops. I knew what my master had said on this subject the 
day before, so did not like awakening him, but put on my chupras and 
went into the Char Ct»uk ; here I met the Wiizccr Nuzamut Dowlah 
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going towards my master’s house ; I immediately turiiiad with him, and 
on our arrival, awoke him, when my master dressed quickly, and went 
to the Wuzeer and tallied with him some time ; the Wuzeer endeavour- 
ed to induce him to go immediately into cantonments, assuring him it 
was not safe ’to remain in the city ; he, however, persisted in remaining, 
saying. If I go; the AfFghans will say I was afraid, and run away ; he 
however sent a note to Sir W. MacNqghteu by Wullee Mahomed. • A 
chobdar came from tVe King to call the Wuzeer, who asked and ob- 
tained permission to go ; at the door the Wuzeer said to Sir Alexander 
Bumes, Why, you see already that some of Ameen Oollah Khan’s people 
have collected to attack you, if you will allow me, I shall disperse them ; 
he (Sir A. Biiraes) said. No, the king lias sent for you, go to him 
without delay. The Wuzeer accordingly mounted his horse, and went 
away. The house gates were then closed, and were in a little while sur- 
round- d by Ameen Oollah Khan and his people. Hydur Khan, the kot- 
wal of the city, whom Sir Alexander Burnes had turned out of the 
office, brought fuel from the humam on the opposite side of the street, and 
set fire to the gates. The Wuzeer shortly returned from the Bala llib- 
sar with one of the King’s pultuns ; on seeing the gates on tire, and the 
immense crowd about, he took it apparently for granted that Sir A. 
Bumes flad either escaped, or been destroyed, and withdrew tlie Regi- 
ment. At thi» time the whole mob of the city was collected, and tlie 
house in fiames. The jemadar of chuprasses told Sir A. Burnes, that 
there wa^^a report of a Regiment having come to assist him ; he was 
goiilg up iv, ♦the top of the house to look, and had got half way when 
he met an AlFghan, who said he had been looking about and that there 
was not the least sign of a Regiment ; my master then turned back, and 
remarked there was no chance of assistance coming cither from canton- 
ments or the King. A Mussulman Cashmeeree, came forward and said, 
if your brother and chuprasses cease firing on the mob, I swear by the 
Koran that 1 will take you safe through the kirkce of the garden to the 
Chandoul, the fort of the Kuzzilbashecs ; the firing ceased, and Sir A. 
Bumes agreed to accompany him, and for sake of disgui.se put on a cho- 
gha and loongee. The moment he came out of the door a few paces with 
the Cashmeeree, this wretch called out, this is Sikundcr Burnes ! He 
was rushed on by hundreds and cut to pieces with their knives. His 
brother. Captain Burnes, went out with him, and was killed dead before 
Sir Alexander. Captain Broadfoot was not some time before in the 
house, and expired in half an hour. 

'There was a guard of one Havildar, one Naik, and 12 Sepahis ; they 
were all killed early in the affair : all the Hindoostanecs except myself 
were killed ; his Sirdar Bearer, who is now with me, escaped, as he was 
at home. I got away by having an Affghan dress ; all the Affghan scr- 
^lants deserted ; I got into cantonments after being hid two days in a 
shop. Sir Alexander forbid the sepoys and others firing on the people 
until they set fire to the gates.’ 
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Lieut. Col. Wade’s Despatches on forcing the Khyber Pass in 1839. 


Tt) II. Tourens, Esq., Deputy Secretary to the Government of India, 
luith the Governor General. 

have the honor to report for tlie information of the Right 
Honorable the Governor General of India, the capture^’of the fort of 
Ali Musjid last night by the troops attached to the Shahzada, on the 
part of the British Government, and his own regular and irregvJar levies, 
commanded respectively by Captain Farmer of the 21st fSogi men t Na- 
tive Infantry, and Lieutenant Mackeson, attached to the Mission, toge- 
ther with the Mahomedan Auxiliaries from tlie Sikh Government, under 
the personal command of Colonel Sheikh Basawan. 

2d. A detailed report of the operations which led to the submission 
of the place shall be forwarded without delay. In the meantime, I beg 
to assure His Lordship, that nothing could exceed the gallantry and zeal 
displayed by the officers and men of the three Governments, both 
European and Native, in the accomplishment of an enterprise which, 
the time for the advance of the Shahzada having arrived, I was com- 
pelled to prosecute by force. 

3d. The exaggerated opinion which has been entertained of the 
strength of the place has rendered the effect of its speedy reduction, 
fifter entering the Pass, highly favourable to the future progress of the 
Shahzada, with whom I now intend to advance towards Kabul without 
delay. 

4th. During the operations in which we were engaged with the enemy 
in taking possession of the heights on either side of the Pass to the point 
where the two roads of Jabaghi and Shadi Bagiar unite, near to Ali 
Musjid, and in investing the fort, the casualties on our side amount to 
about 25 killed and 100 wounded, including 1 private killed and 5 
wounded of the British Detachment. 
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4th. Repeated attempts were made by the Khyber Chiefs to induce* 
Mahomed Akbar Khan to join them in opposing the advance of the 
Sh^zada, by their combined exertions, but the state of affairs at Kabul, 
consequent on the advance of the Shah from Kandahar, and the defec- 
tion of some 'of the tribes in Loghar and Kohistan, which I have been 
employed in detaching from the Government of Dost Mahomed Khan, 
placed him in an equivocal situation, and obliged him to evade a com- 
pliance with the requejt of these Chiefs, and he is now reported to have 
dismissed his troops, and to be retreating on Cabul. 

I have, &c. 

C. M. Wade, Pol. Agent, S(C. 

Camj} Lalachina, the 21th July, 1839. « 


To T. H. Maudock, Esq., Officiating Secretary to the Government oj 
Jiidia, with the Governor General. 

Political Department. 

Sir, — With reference to my dis])atch of the 27th instant, I have the 
honor to transmit a detailed report of the oj)erations in which the force 
accoiiinan^dng Shahzada Teiinur has been engaged in reducing the fort 
of Ali M^isjid. 

2d. ^'laving^rcccivcd a letter from Mr. Macnaghten on the !50th in- 
stant. dated the 3d instant, one march on the other side of Kclat-i-Ghil- 
zic, confirming the reports which I had received of the actual advance 
of 6hah^’ ^ga-ul-Mulk oil Cabul; and a letter having been received, 
at the same time, from His Majesty to the Shahzada^s address, direct- 
ing him to move forward ; and finding, also, that the principal Khyber 
Chiefs,AbdulRahiman Khan and Khan Bahadur Khan, with whomLieu- 
temint Mackeson and Mulla Shakar had been negotiating for a passage 
through the Pass, were intent only on the same deceptive course, whicli 
they had hitherto been pursuing, I determined, after the time which I 
had, for the last time, granted them for coming to a deci.sion, to move 
forward wdth the Prince without delay : and the two entrances to the 
Pass having been previously secured by me with the zamindars, occupy- 
ing the lands immediately about them, I entered it, with a party, by 
that of Jabaghi on the 24th instant. Lieutenant Mackeson proceeding, 
at the same time, by the Shadi Bagiar route, with a view to occupy a 
position on the right of the Pass, which we had reconnoitred the pre- 
vious day^ above Lalachina. 

• 3d. The Intended point of occupation having been secured, imme- 
diately after my arrival the camp of the Shahzada was moved to that 
place from Gagri, forthwith. 

A strenuous effort was made by the enemy to dislodge Lieutenant 
^ackeson's party from his post, but it was ultimately repulsed with a 
loss on our part of 5 killed and 19 wounded, while I was employed in 
stockading a position, immediately in rear of that oiheer, and in secur- 
ing the heights on either side of the Pass commanding the ground whicli 
1 had selected for the encampment. 



cxliv 


APPKNUIX. 


4th. In tlies^ operations, Lieut. Mackeson and myself werea^oly as- 
sisted by Colonel Sheikh Basawan. who proceeded up the Pass itself 
with a strong body of Infantry, some Cavaliy and fwo Guns, and by 
Captain Ferris and Lieutenants Rattray and Bair of the British Detach- 
ment, while Captain Farmer and Lieutenant Cunningham, with the re- 
maining officers attached to the Mission, were left to conduct the Shah- 
zada. About five miles fromthe last encampment at Gagii, in passing a 
narrow defile, Sheikh Basawan’i party was attacked by the Khyberees, 
known to be headed by Misrikhan, one of the *Kukikheil Maliks* a^d 
who has been one of the most active of the Khyberees in his enmity 
to the Shahzada. The Khyberees were soon dispersed, with the loss of 1 
killed ari/1 2 wounded on our side. 

5th. On the following morning we proceeded to dislodge the enemy 
from a commanding height on which they had stockaded themselves, 
on the left of the Pass, which object was effected without difficulty, and 
I then immediately advanced to a point from which I proposed, on the 
following day, to proceed to the immediate investment of Ali Musjid ; 
on the morning of the 26th instant 1 moved accordingly to the point in- 
tended. The enemy appeared on both sides of the Pass in such strength 
as their numbers (amounting to 500 Jezailchies, the skilful riflemen of 
the eountry, and several hundred Khyberees, who supported tnem) ad- 
mitted ; but our own troops, who were advancing, by pjevious concert, 
on either side of the Pass, under cover of 4 pieces of ArtillerJ^ carried 
by elephants from height to height, proceeded in so steady and gallant 
a manner to the positions which I had assigned to th^', that they 
occupied them without hesitation, and drove the enemy from one stock- 
ade to another, till they were forced to seek refuge on the peaked hill 
which commands Ali Musjid. 

6tli. To Captain Farmer and Colonel Sheikh Basawan I entrusted, 
under my immediate direction, the conduct of the left column, composed 
of 5 *companies of the Shahzada’s regular levies ; of a company of the 
British detachment, winch I deemed to be my duty to attach personally to 
Captain Farmer on the present occasion ; and of 5 companies of the 
Maharaja’s regular Mahomedan Infantry, besides two pieces of Artillery, 
one 6-Pounder and one Howitzer under Lieutenant Barr, who remained 
with me. These officers and the troops accompanying them quickly 
took possession of the intended points, but, in their eagerness to advance, 
they ascended the face of the opposite hill and dislodged the enemy from 
a stockaded position whicli they occupied immediately belo\\j[, the peak, 
in which our party were exposed to a galling fire of Jezaifehies, during 
the whole day, and which continued without intermission until mid- 
night, when it was no sooner occupied by us, than it was found that 
they had evacuated the fort, and then their cantonments outside. 

7th. During these operations, I directed Lieutenant Moule, whom I 
had attached to Lieutenant Mackeson with two pieces of Artillery, a 
6 -pounder and small mortar, to advance his guns to the extreme point 
which I had assigned tQ Lieutenant Mackeson, for the purpose of dis- 
lodging the enemy from the sides of the hill opposite that of Ali Musjjd, 
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on tlife* right ; tiifd iiJso Lieutcuiint Hurr to bring one of our own twft 
howitzers, escorted by a party of about 2o() of the Maharaja’s and 
l^ooraiiee horse c\Jtached to the Shalizada. to the gorge of tlic Pass, which 
forms the only entran?e to the open spot in the valley from which the 
hill of Ali Afusjid rises ; and it was evident that they were surprised by 
the novelty Jind- explosion of the shells which were discharged at them in ' 
the positions which they held outside the fort. It had been my inten- 
tion, after having secured the approaclifcs toit, to have battered the fort it- 
^If the next morning ,\ad the enemy determined to await a closer attack. 

8th. I feel greatly indebted to the zealous co-operation of every officer 
accompanying the mission, and who were engaged in this enterprize, 
particularly to Colonel Sheikh Basawaii and C’aptain Farmar, and to 
the officers and men, European and Native, under their immediate com- 
mand, to whose persevering energy and exertions in a trying position 
for troops, newly raised- and collected from vjirious quarters, to maintain 
themselves, is mainly to be ascribed the successful result of the military 
operations which the conduct of the Khyber Chiefs and the retention 
of the fort of Ali Musjid by the regular troojis of Dost Mahomed Khan 
comj)clled me to adopt to obtain a pjxssagc for the Shalizada to Cabul. 
The officers and troops have, indeed, establislied a strong claim to the 
expression of my own thanks and acknowledgments for the s^iirit and 
alacrity with ^vliich they proceeded to the execution of every service 
which it fell to their lot to perform, my sense of which I have now only 
to hope ^hat the im])ortance of the acquisition will induce His Lordship 
to confirm, 

9th In consequence of the withdrawal of General Ventura, the command 
of the Maharaja’s Auxiliary Force of Mahomedans devolved on Colonel 
Sheikh Basawan, a few days before my departure from Kawalsir. 

10th. Referring to the tenor of my instructions, the occasion ajipcar- 
ing to me to have arrived to ascertain the extent of co-operation which 
I could expect from tlic Sikh Army, in support of my advance, and tlic 
possibility of my own force being inadequate to the reduction of Ali 
Musjid, I announced to Konwar Nao Nihal Singh my intention of ad- 
vancing, and requested that he would be prepared with his Troops to 
join me in obtaining possession of that place by force. He replied that 
lie could not advance beyond the Sikh frontier, without a reference to 
Lahore ! The fort of Ali Musjid is situated 5 miles beyond it, and I did 
not wish to incur the delay of a reference which was in my opinion in- 
admissal^ after what had passed. 

• 11th. ExiJbpting the withheld employment of their Sikh Troops, wliich 
have never quitted Peshawur, though, in order to distract the attention 
uf the enemy, when I was about to enter the Pass, I suggested the advan- 
tage of sending a considerable force to Bara and another to Sabgadar. 
Jtheir fortresses on the frontiers of Kohat and Bajour, where they would 
have remained well protected, it is no more than common justice in me 
to de^clare my entire satisfaction with the disposition which has been 
evinced by Konwar Nao Nihal Singh, on evegy occasion, to meet all 
mjr wants and requisitions to the extent of his authority, especially at a 
time ft'hen the lamented death of his grandfather at Lahore, may he 
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'supposed to Iifxvo claimed his chief attention, and when I am well^awan- 
that notliing but his sense of duty to both Governments prevented him 
from (putting his command. , , 

1 2th. — On taking possession of the fort, a efuantity of ammunition, 
some grain, and li swivels were found in it. The present fort is not 
above 150 feet long by about 60 wide, and is built upon an angle of the 
hill, the whole of which seems formerly to have been well fortified. Its 
liosition, liowcver, naturally pofnts it out as one in every way well 
adapted for disputing the jiassagc of the defile, which there becomes very 
contracted. Still the Sikhs have formed a very fictitious estimate of its 
strength in the hands of its recent possessors, and notwithstanding tin; 
views wliich Mr. Clark in his letter of the 20th May last, to your ad- 
dress, assumed to be sound, from the experience wliich the Sikhs might 
be supposed to ]iossess, in respect to forcing the Kliybar Pass, had the 
Government of I-iahore had in readiness, on my arrival at Peshawar, that 
Auxiliary Force of Mahomedans, witli the assistance of which alone, 
1 have now reduced the fort, I am perfectly satisfied, from what I have 
seen, that I could then have taken possession of it, with even greater 
facility than I liave now done, llie garrison then consisted of 50 men 
only, and was not increased till some time after my arrival at l''oshawur. 

inth. The reduction of the place has had a strong effect on tlie minds 
of the iJhyberries and other neighbouring tribes, who reg^ird the* position 
ns the key to the occupation of their country : and, after having collect- 
ed a certain (quantity of sujiplics, J sludl leave a garrison in^ the fort, 
and advance with the Shahzada towards Cabul. ^ ' 

Mahomed Akbar Khan evaded to the last the solicitations of Khan 
Bhadur Khan and Abdul llahmau Khan to come in person to ojipose 
our progress. The latter went himself to Cliahar Deli, in the hope of 
persuading him to come, but failed in the attempt, thougli he was ac- 
companied back by the Shahghasi of the young sirdar, and fought 
against us during the continuance of the operations, while Abciul 
Rahman was jiersonally encouraging his tribe to cut oflf our communi- 
cation, and plunder our baggage, between .lahaghi and this place. 
These two, with some other petty chiefs of their tribes, have deeply 
committed thems(ilvcs to the Government of Shah Shoojah, by their 
perfidy in solemnly engaging from the first to serve us ; accepting our mo- 
ney ; and, in tJie end, acting in open hostility to .the cause of his Majes- 
ty, by joining his enemies, plundering our projierty, mid killing the 
Camp followers. I deem it my duty to record these circumstances, in 
order that a just discrimination may be drawn, hereafter, btlween thos^ 
who have merited and those who have forfeited the favor of the Shall ; 
and that the worthy may not be confounded witli the guilty. Fyztalab 
Khan and Alla Dad Khan, chiefs whose territories lie on the other side 
of Ali Musjid, have already come in, which I am happy to say afford^ 
every security for the safe and quiet passage of the Shahzada through 
the rest of the Khyber. ^ 

15th. Captain Lafont«of the Sikh service, attached to the Mahomedan 
Contingent, though suffering from fever, remained on duty with Lieute- 
nant Mackcs(ni during the wliole of the operations, and affbrdld him 
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mucli valuable assistance. ]\Ir. liord, who attended mc*in j)crson during 
the operations of the 25th and 2dth, rendered me his ready aid also in 
conveying my oilicrs t^^ the different parties engaged. I w^as deprived of 
Lieutenant Hillersdon’s services from sickness, hut Lieutenant Dow^son 
was at the head of his levy in the field, and zealously j)crformed his duty. 

16th. I enclose a list of C^ualtics. I am happy to^say that, with a 
few exceptions, the wounds We gencjally of a slight nature, and it is 
gratifying to mo to state, that the troops me animated by tfie best spirit, 
lion war Nao Nihal Singh has sent a donation of 5,000 rupees for distribu- 
tion among the British detachment and the levies of tlic Shahzada, and 
1 have acknowledged the act by a similiar return to the Sikh troops, 
tirnploycd with the Shabzada. I have, &c.,* 

C. iM. Waok, Political Agent, SiC. 

Camp, Lahtchinft, 2\)th JnLp 1 

lAst oj Kilted and IVottuded in the opitnliont- jUr the redne/ion of Alt Musjid 
ov the 21fh, ‘2t)th and 'IWtb Juh/, ISIJU. 

K.ir.1 I It VV'oiiKDi h. 
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Captain Lawkknc k’s Official account of the Murder of Sir W. H. 

M ACN AOIITEN . 


(I’roui I.icut K\rc’s Nanativc.l 

Letter addressed Inj Captain G. 8t. P. Lawrence, late Military Secre- 
tary fo the Envoy, to Major E. Potting eu, C. B,, latp in cktrge of 
the Cahul Mission, 

Sir. — In compliance with your request, I have the honouV'^ vO detail 
the particulars of my cajiturc, and of the death of my ever- <?o^bo -lament- 
ed chief. 

On the morning of the ‘23cl December, at 11 a. m., I received a note 
from the late Sir W. H. Macnaghten, warning me to attend, with 
Captains Trevor and Mackenzie, an interview he was about to have 
with ^Sirdar Mahomed Akbar Khan. Accordingly, with the above- 
named officers, at about 12, I accompanied Sir William, having previ- 
ously heard him tell Major-General Elphinstone to have two regiments 
of infantry and two guns ready for secret service. In passing through 
Cantonments, on my observing that there were more Affghans in Canton- 
ments than usual, or than I deemed safe, the Envoy directed one of his 
AfFghan attendants to proceed and cause them idl to leave, at tlie same 
time remarking, how strange it was that, although the General was fully 
acquainted with the then very critical state of affairs, no preparations 
appeared to have been made, adding, “ however, it is all of c* J/iece with 
the military arrangements throughout the siege,” He then said, “ There 
is not enough of the escort with us,” to which I replied, that he had 
only ordered eight or ten, but that I had brought sixteen, that I would 
send for the remainder, which 1 accordingly did, asking Lieut. Le 
Geyt to bring them, and to tell Brigadier Shelton, who had expressed! 
a wish to attend the next interview, that he might accompany them. 
On passing the gate, wc observed some hundreds of armed AtPghans 
within a few yards of it,*' on which I called to the officer on duty to get 
the reserve under arms, and brought outside to disperse them, ^and <,o 
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t^ciul to the General to have the garrison on the alert. * Towards Mah- 
mood Khan’s fort, were a number of armed AlFghans, hut we observed 
nona nearer. * « 

I'lie Envoy^now told us that he, on the night ])revious, had received 
a proposal from Sirdar Mahomed Akbar Khan to wliich he had agreed, 
and that he had every reason to hope it would bring our present diffi- 
culties to an eturly and hapjiy termination ; that Mahomed Akbar Khan 
was to give up Naib Amecnoollah Khan as a prisoner to us, for which 
])u«pose a regiment was to proceed to Malimood Khan’s fort, and ano- 
ther corps was to occupy the Bala Hissar. Sir William then warned 
me to be ready to gallop to the king witli the intelligence of the ap- 
proach of the regiment, and to acf[uaint him with Akbar’s propo’std. On 
one of us remarking that the scheme seemed a dangerous one, and ask- 
ing if he did not apprehend any treachery, he rcjilicd : “ Dangerous it 
is, but if it succeeds, it is worth all risks ; the rebels have not fullilled 
even one article of the treaty, and 1 liave no eonlidcncc in them, and if 
by it we can only save our honour, all will be well ; at any rate, I would 
rather suiFer an hundred deaths, than live tlic last six weeks over 
again.” \'i^)roceedcd to near the usual sjmt, and met Sirdar Maluxmed 
Akbar Klpiii, wlio was accompanied by several Gilzie chiefs, Mahomed 
Shah Khan, Dost Mahomed Khan, Khoda Bux Khan, Azad Kh.tn, etc. 
After the usual^idutations, the Envoy j)rcscntcd a valuable horse whicli 
Akbcr had asked for, and which had been that morning purchased from 
(•apt. Grf^t for 3,000 rupees. The Sirdar acknowledged theatbmtion, 
and ' exjircsscdfc his thanks for a handsome brace of doublc-baiTellcd 
pistols which the Envoy had purchased from me, and sent to him with 
his carriage and pair of horses, the day before. 

The ]>arty dismounted, and horse clothes were spread on a small 
hillock which partially concealed us from Cantonments, and which was 
cliosen, they said, as being free from snow. The Envoy tlirew himself 
on the bank with Mahomed Akber and Cai)tains Trevor and Mackenzie 
beside him ; I stood behind Sir William till, pressed by Dost Maliomcd 
Khan, I knelt on one knee, having first called tlic Envoy’s attention t(j 
the number of Attghans around us, saying that if the subject of the con- 
ference was of that secret nature I believed it to be, they had l)ctter be 
removed. He spoke to Mahomed Akbar, who replied, “ No, they are 
all in the secret.” Hardly had he so said, when I found my arms locked, 
my pistols and sword wrenched from my belt, and myself forcibly raised 
frpm the ground and pushed along, Mahomed Shah Khan, who held 
me, calling out, " Come along, if you value your life.” I turned, sind 
saw the Envoy lying, his head where his heels had been, and his hands 
locked in Mahomed Akbar’s, consternation and horror depicted in his 
countenance. Seeing I could do nothing, I let myself be pulled on by 
INfcihomed Shah Khan. Some shots were fired, and I was hurried to 
his horse, on which he jumped, telling me to get uj) behind, which 1 
did, ani we proceeded, escorted by several armed men who kept off a 
crowd of Ghazees, who sprang up on every side, *shr)u ting for me to be 
givi^i ur.\ for them to slay, cutting at me with their swords and knives. 
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and poking? me in the ribs with their guns ; they were afraid to’fire, lest 
they fcliould injure their chief. The horsemen kept them j^retty well 
oiF, hut not sufficiently so to prevent my being mucf* bruised. In this 
manner we hurried towards Mahomed Khan’s fort, ncar^which we met 
some hundreds of horsemen who were keeping off the Ghazees, who 
here were in greater numbers, and more vociferous for my blood. We, 
however, reached the fort in safgty, and I was pushed into a small room, 
Mahomed Shah Khan returning to the gate of tf.ic fort and bringing in 
Caj)t. Mackenzie, whose horse had there fallen. This he did, recciwng 
a cut through his neencha (Soother coat) on his arm, which was aimed 
at that officer, who was ushered into the room with me much exhausted 
and bruised from blows on his head and body. We sat down with .some 
soldiers who were jmt over us with a view to protect us from the mob, 
who now surrounded the house, and who till dark continued execrating 
and spitting at us, calling on them to give us up to be slaughtered. 

One produced a hand (European) which appeared to have been recent- 
ly cut off ; another presented a blunderbuss, and was about to fire it, 
when it was knocked aside by one of our guard. Several of the Sirdars 
came in during the day, and told us to be assured that ni. ! '”m should 
befall us; that the Envoy and Trevor wxrc safe in the c*ty (a falsehood, 
as wilbbe afterwards seen). Naib Ameenoolah Khan and his sons also 
came. The former, in great wrath, said that we either sliould be, or 
deserved to be, blown away from a gun. Mahomed Shah Khan and 
Dost Mahomed Khan begged he would not so talk, and to&»- him out 
of the room. Towards night food was given to us, <!!nd jiostKeens 
to sleep on ; our watches, rings, and silk handkerchiefs were taken 
from us ; but in all other rcsjiects we vrere unmolested. The followers 
of Maliomed Shah Khan repeatedly congratulated him on the events of 
the day, with one exception, viz. an old Moollah, who loudly exclaimed 
thatr " The name of the faithful was tarnished, and that in future no 
belief could be jdaced in them ; that the deed was foul, and could never 
b(; of advantage to the authors.” At midnight we were taken through 
the city to the house of Mahomed Akbar Khan, who received us courte- 
ously, lamenting the occurrences of the day : here we found Captain 
Skinner, and for the first time heard the dreadful and astounding intel- 
ligence of the murder of the Envoy and Captain Trevor, and that our 
lamented chiefs head had been paraded through the city in triumj)h, 
and his trunk, after being dragged through the streets, stuck up in the 
Char Chouk, the most conspicuous part of the town. Ca^tfain Skinnrr 
told us, that the report was, that on Mahomed Akbar Khan’s telling 
Sir William to accompany him, he refused, resisted, and pushed the 
Sirdiur from him ; tJiat in consequence he was immediately shot, and his 
body cut to pieces by the Ghazees ; that Captain Trevor had been con- 
veyed behind Dost Mahomed Khan as far as Mahomed Khan’s foi'i:, 
where he vras cut down, but that his body was not mangled, though 
carried in triumph through the city. On the following mornings (‘i4th) 
we (Captain Skinner, Klackcuzie, and self) were taken to Nuwab Zuman 
Khan’s Iiouse, escorted by Sultan .Ian and other chiefs, to pijotect- us 
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from tiiU Gha/.ces ; there we met Captains Coiiolly anil /^ircy (hostage <) 
and all the rebel Sirdars assembled in council, llie Envoy's death was 
lamented, but his^conduct severely censured, and it was said that now 
no faith could be place\l in our words. A new treaty, however, was 
discussed, and sent to the General and Major Pottinger, and towards 
evening we returned, as we came, to Mahomed Akbar's where I remain- 
ed a prisoner, but well and courteously treated till the morning of the 
2Gth, when I was sent to Naib Amecifbollah Klian. On reaching llis 
house I was ushered into his private apartment. The Naib received 
me kindly, shewed me the Envoy's original letter in reply to Ma- 
homed Akbar's proposition, touching hi.s being made Shah Shojah’s 
Wuzzer, receiving a lack of rupees on giving the Naib a ijirisoner 
to us, thirty lacks on the final settlement of the insurrection, etc. 
To this the Naib added, that the Envoy hail told Mahomed Akbar s 
cousin that a lack of rupees would be given for liis (/Vniccnoollah 
Khan's) head. I promptly replied. “ *Tis false,” that Sir Wil^|hi 
had never done so, that it was utterly foreign and rejiugnant to his 
nature, and to llritish usage. The Naib expressed himself in strong 
terms ag ainst tlie Envoy, contrasting his own fair and open conduct 
with thai^oT^ir William. Ho told me that General Elphinslonc 
and Majdt Potiinger had begged I might be released, as my iiy'sciice 
was neeV'ssary ^o onabh’ them to prepare bills on India, wbicli it had 
been arranged the Sirdars were to get. After some delay, con.^eipient 
on my for Captain Mackenzie to be released witli me, and 

Mahomed Akbar’s stoutly refusing the release of cither of us, I was 
sent into (Jantonnicnts on the morning of the ‘29th, escorted hy tlic 
Naib's eldest son and a strong party of horse and foot, being disguised 
as an Alfghan fur my greater protection. I must here record that 
nothing could exceed the Naib’s kindness and attention to mo while 
under his roof. 

1 liave, kc. kc. 

G. 8t. P. Lawki'.vck, 

Military Secretary to the Envoy and Minister 

Camp Zoudah, 

Ten miles sovlk of Tezeeu, 
iOM May. 1842. 
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Tjctlor addressed by Capt. C. Mackenzie to JJeat. Vincent Kyee. 

My dear Eyre,— You ask for a minute account of the circumstan- 
ces* attending the assassination of tlie late Sir Willia^iriviacnaghten, 
and my own detention and imprisonment on that occasion. You may 
rcmeinber that, for many days previous to the fatal 23rd l^cccmber, the 
j)oor Envoy had been subjected to more wear nnd tear, I'oth of body 
and mind, than it was possible for the most iron frame and the strong- 
est intellect to bear without deeply feeling its effects. I|e iiad frJfilcd 
all the preliminary conditions of the treaty which had lieen proposed 
between the British and the Affghan insurgents, whcrcfis the Khans 
had in no one particular adhered to their engagements. Bad faith was 
evident in all their proceedings, and our condition was a desperate one ; 
more especially as Sir William had ascertained, by bitter experience, 
that no hope remained in the energies and resources of our Military 
leaders, who had been form*dlly protested that they could do nothing 
more. Beset by this disgraceful imbecility on the one hand, and by 
systematic treachery on the other, the unfortunate Envoy was driven to 
his wits’ end, and, as will be seen, forgot, in a fatal moment, the whole- 
some rule which he had heretofore laid down for himself, of refusing to 
hold communications with individuals of the rebel party, especially with 
him who was notorious, even amongst his villainous countrymen, for 
ferocity and treachery, to wit, Mahomed Akbar Khan. ^Late in the 
evening of the 22d December, Captain James Skinner, wuo after having 
been concealed in Caubul during the greater part of the siege, hail 
latterly been the guest of Mahomed Akbar, arrived in cantonments 
accompanied by Mahomad Sudeeq Khan, the cousin of Mahomed Akbar 
and by Lirwar Khan, the Ahanee merchant, who, in the beginning of the 
campaign, had furnished the army with camels, and who had been 
much in the confidence of Sir A. Burnes, being, in fact, on§|^ of our 
staunchest friends. The two latter remained in a different apartment, 
while Skinner dined with the Envoy, During dinner, Skinner jestingly 
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reinai’ki;>J, that he lelt as if Jaden with combustibles, being charged wit]i 
a message from Mahomed Akbar to the Envoy of a most portentous 
nature. ^ 

Even then I marked “^Ihat the Envoy's eye glanced eagerly* towards 
Skinner with ^an expression of hope. In fact, he was like a drowning 
man catching at straws. Skinner, however, referred him to his AfFghan 
companions, and after dinner the four retired into a room by themselves. 
My knowledge of what there took plaoe is gained from poor Skinner's 
given during my subsequent captivity with him in 
Akoar s house. Mahomed Sudeeq disclosed Mahomed Akbar's propo- 
sition to the Envoy, which was that the following day Sir William 
should meet him (Mahomed Akbar) and a few of his immediate^ friends, 
viz. the chiefs of the Eastern Giljies, outside the cantonments, when a 
final agreement should be made, so as to be fully understood by both 
parties ; that Sir V/illiam should have a considerable body of troops in 
readiness, which, on a given signal, were to join with those of Maho- 
med Akbar and the Giljies, assault and take Mahomed Khan's fort, and 
secure the person of Ameenoollah. At this stage of the proposition 
Mahomed Sj^ecq significfl that, for a certain sum of money, tlie head 
of AmeenooUm. should be presented to the Envoy ; but from thiii* Sir 
William sarunk^'with abhorrence, declaring that it was neither his cus- 
tom, nor * that of his countiy to give a j)rice for blood. Mjthomcd 
Sudeeq then wont on to say, that, Jifter having subdued the rest of the 
Khans, English sliould be permitted to remain in the country eight 
months loriger as to save their pvrda/i (veil or credit,) but that they 
were then to evacuate AtFghanistan, as if of their own accord ; that 
Shah Shooja was to continue king of the country, and that Mahomed 
Akbar was to be his wuzzeer. As a further reward for his (Mahomed 
Akbar' s) assistance, the British Government were to pay him 30 lacs of 
rupees, and 4 lacs of rupees per annum during his life! To this extra- 
ordinary and wild proposal. Sir William gave ear with an eagefness 
which nothing can account for but the supposition, confirmed by many 
other circumstances, that his strong mind had been harassed, until it 
had, in some degree, lost its equipoise ; and he not only assented fully 
to these terms, but actually gave a Persian paper to that cfFect, written 
in his own hand, declaring as his motives, that it was not only an ex- 
cellent opportunity to carry into elFect the real wishes of Government, 
which were to evacuate the country with as much credit to ourselves as 
possible, b\\t that it would give England time to enter into a treaty 
with Russia, defining the bounds beyond which neither were to pass in 
Central Asia. So ended this fatal conference, the nature and result of 
which, contrary to his usual custom. Sir William communicated to 
none of those who, on all former occasions, were fully in his confidence ; 
vj^. Trevor, Lawrence, and myself. It seemed as if he feared that we 
might insist on the impracticability of the plan, which he must have 
studiously concealed from himself. All the following morning his 
manner was distracted and hurried, in a way, that none of us had ever 
befqfe witnessed. It seems that Mahomed Akbar had demanded a 
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•lavorite Aiab iiorse, belonging to Chaplain Grant, Assistant jfUjutant 
General of the Force. To avoid the necessity of parting with the animal. 
Captain Grant had fixed his ))rice at the exorbitant snip of 5,000 rupees ; 
unwilling to give so large a price, but determined to gratify the Sirdar, 
Sir William sent me to Captain Ghant to prevail upon ^lim to take a 
smaller sum, but with orders that if he were peremptory, the 5,000 Rs. 
should be given. I obtained the horse for 3,000 rupees, and Sir 
William appeared much pleased with the prosj)ect of gratifying Maho- 
med Akbar by the present. * 

After breakfast, Trevor, Lawrence, and myself were summoned to 
attend the Envoy during his conference with Mahomed Akbar Khan. 

I found him alone, when, for the first time, he disclosed to me the nature 
of the transaction he was engaged in. I immediately warned him that 
it was a 'jdot against him. He replied hastily, “ A plot ! let me alone 
for tliat, trust me for that !” and I consequently offered no further re- 
monstrance. Sir William then arranged with General Elphinstone 
that the 54th regiment, under Major Ewart, should be held in readi- 
ness for immediate service. The Shah’s Gth, and two guns, were also 
warned. It is a curious circumstance, and betrays the unhappy vacilla- 
tion*^ of poor Elphinstone, that after Sir William had .'ctuaiiy quitted 
the Cantonment in full expectation that every thing haii beeif arranged 
according to his desire, he (the General) addressed i\ letter to him, 
which never reached him, remon.strating on the danger of the proposed 
attack, and strongly objecting to the employment of the two above 
regiments. About 12 o’clock Sir William, Trevor, J^awrence • and 
myself set forth on our ill-omened e.xpedition. As we approached the 
Seah Sung gate, Sir William obsen^ed with much vexation that the 
troops were not in readiness, protesting at the same time, however, that 
desperate as the proposed attempt was, it v.'^as better that it should be 
made, and that a thousand deaths were preferable to the life he had 
lateljr led.. 

After passing the gate, he remembered the horse which he had in- 
tended as a present for Akbar, and sent me back for it. When I re- 
joined him, I found that the small number of the body guard who had 
accompanied him had been ordered to halt, and that he, Trevor, and 
Lawrence, had advanced in the direction of Mahmood Khan’s fort, 
being some 500 or GOO yards from the eastern rampart, and were there 
aw^aiting the approach of Mahomed Akbar and his party, who now 
made their appearance. Close by were some hillocks, on^the further 
side of which from the Cantonment a carpet was spread wLere the snoV 
lay least thick, and there the Khans and Sir William sat down to hold 
their conference. Men talk of presentiment; I suppose it was some- 
thing of the kind which came over me, for I could scarcely prevail upon 
myself to quit my horse. I did so, however, and was invited to ^t 
down among the Sirdars. After the usual salutations, Mahomed Akbar 
commenced business, by asking the Envoy if he was perfectly r^ady to 
carry into effect the proposition of the preceding night } The Envoy 
replied. Why not !" My attention was then called off by an old Aff- 

r * 
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glian acquaintance of mine, formerly chief of the Cahu! police, hy name 
Gholarn Moyun-ood-deen. I rose from my recumbent posture, and 
stdftd apart witlf him Conversing. I afterwards remembered that my 
friend betra)(ed much anxiety as to wlierc my pistols were, and why 
I did not carry them on my person. I answered that although I wore 
my sword for form, it was not necessary at a friendly conference to be 
armed cap-ti-pee. His discourse waf^also full of extravagant compli- 
ments, I suppose for fhe purpose of lulling me to sleep. At length my 
attention was called off from what he was saying, by observing that a 
number of men, armed to the teeth, had gradually approached to the 
scene of conference, and were drawing round in a sort of circle. This 
Lawrence and myself pointed out to some of the chief men, who affect- 
ed at first to drive them off with whips ; but Mahomed Akbar observed 
that it was of no consequence, as they were in the secret. I again 
resumed my conversation with Gholarn Moyun-ood-deen, when sud- 
denly I heard Mahomed Akbar call out, “ Begcer ! begeer !’* (seize! 
seize !) and turning round, I saw him grasp the Envoy's left hand with 
an expression in his face of the most diabolical ferocity. I think it was 
Sult.iii laid hold of the Envoy's right hand. They disagged 

him in «i sto%)ing posture down the hillock, the only words I heard, 
poor Sit»William utter being, “ Az barae Khooda,” (for God^ sake !) 
1 saw his face, however, and it was full of horror and astonishment. 1 
did not see what became of Trevor, but Lawrence was dragged past mo 
by^sevci%l AflFghaiis, whom I saw wrest his weapons from him. Up to 
this momcnt^I was so engrossed in ob.scrving what was taking pluce, 
that I actually was not aware that my own right arm was mastered, that 
my urbane friend held a pistol to my temple, and that I was surrounrl- 
ed by a circle of Ghazees with drawn swords and cocked juzails. Re- 
sistance was in vain ; so, listening to the exhortations of Gholarn Moy- 
un-ood-deen, which were enforced by the whistling of divers H^uUcts 
over my head, I hurried through the snow with him to the place 
where his horse was standing, being despoiled’ m route oi my sabre, and 
narrowly escaping divers attempts made on my life. As I mounted 
behind my captor, now my energetic defender, the crowd increaseil 
around us, the cries of “ Kill the Kafir,” became more vehement, and, 
although we hurried on at a fast canter, it was with the utmost difficul- 
ty Gholarn Moyun-ood-deen, although assisted by one or two friends or 
followers,^ could ward off and avoid the sword-cuts aimed at me, the 
%'ascals bdrg afraid to fire lest they should kill my conductor. Indeed 
he was obliged to wheel his horse round once, and, taking off his tur- 
ban (the last appeal a Mussulman can make), to implore them for God’s 
sake to respect the life of his’ friend. At last, ascending a slippery 
bank, the horse fell. My cap had been snatched off, and I now receiv- 
*ed a heavy blow on the head from a bludgeon, which fortunately did not 
quite deprive me of my senses. 1 had sufficient .sense left to shoot 
ahea^ of the fallen horse, where my protector ^th another man joined 
me, and, clasping me in their arms, hurried me towards the wall of 
Xfalio ied Khan’s fort. How I reached the spot where Mahomed Akbar 
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was receiving the gratulations of the nuiltitade I know not ; but I 
remember a fanatic rushing on me, and twisting his hand in my collar 
until I became exhausted from sufFocjition. I miLst do^VIahomed Akoar 
the justice to . ay, that, finding the Ghazees bent on my slajighter, even 
after I had reached his stirrup, he drew his sword and laid about him 
right manfully, for my conductor and Meerza Baoodeen Khan were 
obliged to press me up against the wall, covering me with their own 
bodies, and protesting that no blow should reach ‘me but through their 
persons. * 

Pride, however, overcame Mahomed Akbar’s sense of courtesy,'when 
he thought I was safe, for he then turned round to me, and repeatedly 
said in a tone of triuin})hant derision, “ Shuma moolk-i-ma me geered !*' 
(You'll seize my country, will you !) he then rode off, and I was hurried 
towards the gate of the fort. Here new dangers awaited me : for 
Moollah Momin, fresh from the slaughter of j)oor Trevor, who was 
killed, riding close behind me, (Sultan Jnn having the credit of having 
given him the first sabre cut,) stood here with his followers, whom he 
exhorted to slay me, setting them the example by cutting fiercely at 
me himself. Fortunately a gun stood between us, but Le would 
have effected his pnrijose, had not Mahomed Shah Khani it tha^: instant 
with soihe followers, come to my assistance. Tliese drew^ the»r swords 
in my defence, the chief himself throwing his arm round' my neck, and 
receiving on his shoulder a cut aimed by Moollah Momin at my head. 
During the bustle I pushed forward into the fort, and was imfiicdiately 
taken to a sort of dungeon, w’hcre I found Lawrence sa'ie, but some- 
what exhausted by his hideous ride and the violence he had sustained, 
although unwounded. Here the Giljie chiefs, Maliomed Shah Khan, 
and his brother Dost Mahomed Khan, presently joined us, and endea- 
voured to cheer up our flagging spirits, assuring us that the Fjnvoy and 
Trevo.’ were not dead, but on the contrary quite w^ell. They stayed 
with us during the afternoon, their presence being absolutely necessary 
for our protection. Many attempts were made by the fanatics to force 
the door to accomplish our destruction. Others spit at us and abused 
us through a small window, through which one fellow levelled a blun- 
derbuss at us, which was struck up by our keepers and himself thrust 
back. At last Ameenoollah made his appearance, and threatened us 
with instant death. Some of his people most officiously advanced to 
make good his word, until pushed back by the Giljie chiefs, who re- 
monstrated with this iniquitous old monster, their master#,\vhom they 
persuaded* to relieve us from his hateful presence. During the afternoon, 
a human hand was held up in mockery to us at the window. We said 
that it had belonged to an European, but were not aware at the time 
that it was actually the hand of the poor Envoy. Of all the Mahome- 
dans assembled in the room discussing the events of the day, one onlj% 
an old Moolah, openly and fearlessly condemned the acts of his brethren, 
declaring that the treachery was abominable, and a disgrace to islam. 
At night they brought us food, and gave us each a postheen to sleep 
on. At midnight we were awakened to go to the house of Mr honied 
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Akbar in tfie city. Mahomed Shall Khan then, with the meanness 
common to all AlFghans of rank, robbed Lawrence of his watch, while 
lli^f brother did ftic a similar favour. 1 had been plundered •f my rings 
and every tlyng else previously by the understrappers, 

Reaching Mahomed Ak bar’s abode, we were shewn into the room* 
wh#e he lay in bed. He received us with great outward shew of 
courtesy, assuring us of the welfare qf the Envoy and Trevor, but there 
was a constraint in4iis manner for which I could not account. We , 
#ore shortly taken to another apartment, where we found Skinner, 
who had returned, being on parole, early in the morning. Doubt and 
gloom marked our meeting, and the latter was fearfully deepened by 
the intelligence w'liich we noiv received from our fellow -captive of the 
base murder of Sir William and Trevor. He informed us that the head 
of the former had been carri(*d about the city in triumph. Wt' of course 
spent a mistirablc night. I’hc next day we were taken under a strong 
guard to the house of Zeman Khan, where a council of the Khans was 
being held. Here w’e found Captains Conolly and Airey, who had some 
«days previously been sent to the hurwah’s house as hostages for the per- 
fori' jfliPP^^ertain parts of the treaty which was to have been j:ntered 
into. A vio^nt discussion took place, in which Mahomed Akbar bore 
the most nro minent part. Wc were vehemently accused of ^treachery , 
and every tfiiiig that was bad, and told that the whole of the transactions 
of the night previous had been a trick of Mahomed Akbar and Ameen- 
oollali,'‘^o ascertain the Envoy’s sincerity. I'hey declared that they 
would now^rant us no terms, save on the surrender of the whole of 
the married families as hostages, all the guns, ammunition, and trea- 
sure, At this time Conolly told me, that on the preceiling day the 
Envoy’s head had been paraded about in the court yard ; that his and 
Trevor’s bodies, had been hung up in the jiublic bazar, or cliouk ; and 
that it was with the greatest difficulty that the old hurwah^Zuman 
Khan, had saved him and Airey from being murdered by a body of fa- 
natics, who had attempted to rush into the room where they were. 
Also that previous to the arrival of Lawrence, Skinner, and myself, 
Mahomed Akbar had been relating the events of the preceding day to 
the' Jeerga, or council, and that he had unguardedly avowed having, 
while endeavouring to force the Envoy either to mount on horseback or 
to move more quickly, struck him, and that, seeing Conolly’s eye fasten - 
ed upon him with an expression of intense indignation, he had altered 
the phrSss, and said, “ I mean I pushed him.” After an immense deal 
of gabble, a proposal for a renewal of the treaty, not however demanding- 
all the guns, was determined to be sent to the cantonments, and Skin- 
ner, Lawrence, and myself were marched back to Akbar’s house, endur- 
ing en route all manner of threats and insults. Here we were closely 
confined in an inner apartment, which was indeed necessary for our 
safety. That evening we received a visit from Mahomed Akbar, Sultan 
Jarf, and several other Affghans. Mahomed Akbar exhibited his 
double-barrelled pistols to us, wdiich he had "Worn the previous day, rc- 
^jue.s^ing us to put their locks to rights, something being amiss. Tv)o 
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of the barrels haa been recently discharged, which he endeavoured in a 
most confused way to account for by saying, that he had been charged 
Ijy a havikhr of the escort, and had fired both ba»'els a^t him. Now'nll 
the escort had run away without even attempting to charge ; the only 
•man who advanced to the rescue, having been a Hindoo Jemadar of 
Chuprassis, who was instantly cut to pieces by the assembled GhaKes. 
This desfence he made without any^accusation on our ])art, betraying the 
anxiety of a liar to ])e believed. On the 26*th, *Capt. Lawrence was 
taken to the house of Ameenoollah, whence he did not return to ui. 
Capt. Skinner and myself remained in Akbar*s house until the 30th. 
During this time we were civilly treated, and conversed with numbers 
of Aflfghan gentlemen, who came to visit us. Some of them asserted 
that the Envoy had been murdered by the unruly soldiery. Others 
could not deny that Akbar himself was the assassin. For two or three 
days, wc had a fellow-prisoner in poor Sirwar Khan, who had been de- 
ceived throughout the whole matter, and out of whom they were then 
endeavouring to screw money. He of course was aw^are from his coun- 
trymen that not only had Akbar committed the murder, but that he' 
protested to the Ghazees that he gloried in the deed. On^4-.Vo .ccasioii 
a mooru’hee of Major Pottingcr, who had escaped fr\im Clarekar, 
named Mohun Beer, came direct from the presence of Mahom^^ Akbar 
to visit us. He told us that Mahomed Akbar had begun to see the 
impolicy of having murdered the Envoy, which fact he had just avow- 
ed to him, shedding many tears either of pretended remorse, of of real 
vexation, at having committed himself. On several occasic/ns Mahomed 
Akbar personally, and by deputy, besought Skinner and myself to give 
him advice, as to how he was to extricate himself from the dilemma in 
which he was placed, more than once endeavouring to excuse himself 
for not having effectually protected the Envoy, by saying that Sir Wil- 
liam ha^l drawn a sword stick upon him. It seems that mean wdiilethe 
renewed negotiations wdth Major Pottiiiger, who had assumed the 
Fnvoy*s place in Cantonments, had been brought to a head, for on the 
night of the 30th, Akbar furnished me with an Affghan dress (Skinner 
already wore one) and sent us both back to cantonments. Several 
Aflghans, with whom 1 fell in afterwards, protested to me that they had 
seen Mahomed Akbar shoot the Envoy with his own hand : amongst 
tliem Meerza Baoodeeii Khan, who, being an old acquaintance, always 
ictaincd a sneaking kindness for the English. 

I am* my dear Eyre, yours very truly, w’ “ 

C. M.wkenzik. 


Cahill, ^mhJuly, 1842. 
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SKiNyKii’s Horse at Dadar. 


riip following official ;iccount of a very gallant alfuir, in whi(‘h Skiii- 
iier ’3 Horse* wero engaged against a body of the (*nemy, greatly their 
i’4ii#»4»*r^niimbers, reached us too late to be inserted in the^body tif 
the b<Tok. — -Thi. 

Upper Scinde. 

Sill, — I hope that the elFccts of my wounds and subseipient severe 
attael^of fever will prove sufficient to excuse iny not having brought to 
your notify long ere this, the very gallant conduct of the detachment 
of the 1st, or Skinner’s Bengal Bocal Horse, during the two attacks made 
on the post of Dadur, by Nussecr Khan. 

From the 25th of October, we were in constant expectation of an 
attack, either by day or night, which rendered it absolutely necessary, 
to keep both men and horses ready to act against the enemy at a 
moment’s warning, so that men and horses were very much fatigued 
for want of sleep during the night, and rest by day. On the 28th 
the enemy emerged from the Bolan Pass, and pitched about a mile to 
the south of it. Next day about noon, they were observed to be gather- 
ing, and shortly afterwards they were seen to move towards the 
right of our cam}), evidently for the purpose of taking advantage of 
the cover afforded by the high jawaree crops and a deserted village, at 
about l.ilOO yards to the right of the intrenched camp. Captain Wat- 
kins h^j^ving accepted of my services, 1 received command of the Horse, 
and aboift 2 i*. m. was ordered to draw out from the dawk compound, 
and to be ready to act against the advancing enemy ; in about half 
an hour I could perceive their heads to the right, over the bushes near 
the village ; the guns immediately opened on them, with sucli effect, 
as to force them to divide into parties; one body moving to their left, to 
attack the breast- works; the other directly to the front, which almost 
im^pediately afterwards opened a tire upon us, under cover of the stand- 
ing crops of jawaree and cotton, etc., whilstrf)ne part of the same body 
jidvaneed to our left, for the })ur})ose of outflanking us. 
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iVs tlu? ground was not favourable for Cavali*y» 1 retired aboiit. 100 
yards, and then fronted ; and the suwars opened a well directed and 
effective fire on those of the enemy that were ^nearcy^t, which for^a 
considerable ,lerigth of time served to check their advance; but as 
those in the came up, their fire became so very much increased, 
that I thought it advisable to order a charge ; and I am proud to say, 
that it is, in my opinion, impossible for any Troops to receive an order to 
close with an enemy, with greater ^Measure, or to cij^rry it into execution 
with more determined bravery, than the men under my orders did^ 
and when I mention that the enemy opposed to them amounted to 
between three and four thousand, I know that you will give Skinner's 
men full credit for their determined and gallant conduct in driving from 
the field such a very superior body, they themselves only amounting to 
121, including Commissioned and Non-Commissioned Officers. 

I very mucli regret not being able to particulaiise those who most 
distinguished themselves in the rnelre, as I was obliged to retire from 
the field, having receivc'd a wound, which prevented my continuing with 
them ; but when I left, all and every one were doing their utmost to 
out-do his neighbour, and by looking at the return of killed and wound- 
ed, whifch I do myself the honor to enclose, you will see/^ith what a 
degree or^letermined zeal and devotion to the service, they*^ehdved. 

The only one, with the exception of the two llcsauldars, v:’ par- 
ticularly remarked by me, previous to the charge, was Nail) llcsauldar 
Mohamed Hossein Khan, who rode down the line, calling on the ^suwars 
to recollect, that they were in the presence of Bombay ^^poys, and 
that they were the only Bengal suwars in the country; that they must let 
the Bombay Troops see what they, the 1st or Skinner’s Hor&e can do; 
he had just finished, when the men dashed on towards the enemy. Of 
any more intelligence regarding their good conduct, I am indebted to 
tlie Senior Ucsauldar, Gool Mahomed Khan, who was wounded in reco- 
vering tlie body of Ucsauldar Meer Behadcr Ally, who the last time 
1 saw him, was leading the left llissallah on in most gallant style, well 
supported on the right by the other Ucsauldar. 

It was not in the open field alone tliat they had to act against the 
enemy, but likewise, wlicn in the compound J)awk Bungalow, for on 
the first and second attacks, the enemy kept up a fire on their j)osition, 
in the first instance from near 3 p.m. to past 2 a.m. of the 3()th, and in 
the second, from about 4 p, m, of the 3 1st to 3 a. m., on the 1st 
November, during which time, I am happy to say, none of tfce men 
were killed, although several were wounded. ^ 

I have the honor. &c. 

A. F. Macpuerson, on Special Duty. 


Quetta, *Mst March, 1841. 
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